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As 3 Super Bowl rings, 
“==, Staying power attest, 
= Washington’s Gibbs 
rt is extraordinary man 


By VITO STELLINO 
Baltimore Morning Sun 


ame almost any successful Na- 
N tional Football League coach and 
& you immediately picture some- 

4 thing distinctive about his appearance. 
Vince Lombardi? There was that gap- 
toothed smile. Chuck Noll? The stare. 
Don Shula? The jaw. Tom Landry had 
his hat, Bill Walsh his white sweater. 

Joe Gibbs? Now there's a tough one. 
Nothing leaps to mind when you men- 
tion the Washington Redskins’ coach. 
He seems somewhat nondescript—just 
another average Joe. 

Except for three Super Bowl rings. 

e looks like an ordinary guy and he 
sounds like an ordinary guy, but he's 
not an ordinary guy, He's very 
extraordinary," said Ernie Accorsi, 
former director of football operations 
for the Cleveland Browns. “I don't think 
anybody's better.” 

Gibbs is one of only three coaches to 
win more than two Super Bowls. He's 
tied with Walsh at three and is one be- 
hind Noll, who won four with the Pitts- 
burgh Steelers in the 1970s. 

Gibbs’ playoff record is 15-4, a .789 
winning percentage that is second only 
to Lombardi's .900 among coaches with 
10 or more postseason appearances. 

And with Landry fired, Noll retired, 
Walsh back in college and Shula's 
Miami Dolphins struggling, Gibbs 
stands alone at the top of his profession. 

Just don’t tell him that. 

“You mean I'm the old guy?” Gibbs 
asked in mock surprise. “Is that what 
you're saying?” 

Ina more serious vein, Gibbs is reluc- 
tant to put himself in the same category 
with such coaches as Landry, Noll and 
Shula, men who have been successful 
in the coaching ranks for more than 


Joe Gibbs: Vhis hard worker has achieved 
his goal of being “one of those 10-year 
people” in NEL coaching circles. 
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two decades. 

“T don’t think I'm compared with 
those other guys,” Gibbs said. “You're 
talking about guys who coached 20 
years and did great things over and 
over and over again. I think those are 
the guys that everybody looks to.” 

Gibbs was reminded of a statement 
he made shortly after coaching the 
Redskins to victory in Super Bowl XVII 
in January 1983. He scoffed then at the 
idea that a second-year coach could be 
compared with the NFL's elite. 

“Anybody who knows me knows I'ma 
very average person who works hard,” 
he said. “My goal is to be one of those 
10-year people. I think coaches who 
have proven they can win over a long 
period of time should be considered the 
successes in this profession, Ten years 
from now, if I’m still standing here, 
then I'll bea success.” 

Well, the 1992 season is just around 
the corner, and he’s still standing. 
Alone, 

“He's probably at the top of the ladder 
as far as successful coaches are con- 
cerned,” said Philadelphia General 
Manager Harry Gamble, whose Eagles 
have lost 16 of 23 games against Gibbs- 
coached Washington teams. 

Gibbs is big on longevity for a very 
good reason: He once feared he'd have 
little. In his first season in Washington 
(1981), the Redskins stumbled out of the 
gate at 0-5. Die-hard Washington fans 
who longed for the return of George 
Allen's glory days of the 1970s weren't 
pleased to watch a new guy struggle. 

Although the Redskins rebounded to 
finish the season at 8-8, the poor start 
left an indelible impression on Gibbs. 

“There are some burning memories,” 
he said, “like the sign, ‘Go home Cooke, 
we want EBW bac 

Jack Kent Cooke, who had taken con- 
trol of the franchise from Edward Ben- 
nett Williams the previous year, backed 
General Manager Bobby Beathard’s de- 
cision to fire Jack Pardee after the 1980 
season and hire Gibbs. Now Cooke was 
catching some flak, too. 

Gibbs remembers Cooke coming into 
his office one day. 

“He sai T'll tell you, Joe, what 
they’re calling me when I leave that 
stadium, I've never even heard some of 
those names before,’ " Gibbs recalled. 

“I know, Mr. Cooke," he said. 
“They're calling me the same names.” 

Suddenly, something Gibbs had spent 
his entire life preparing for was becom- 


ing a nightmare. 

“Somehow, we weathered that,” 
Gibbs said. “I think it made us better 
over time because we went through 
some of those things. I'd hate to test 
that again. It was tough. I think what 
kept going through my mind is that I'm 
going to become the first guy to coach 
up here who's never won a game and 
got fired. I wanted to be able to at least 
go and say you won a game.” 

Gibbs got that elusive first victory 
when the Redskins won at Chicago, 24- 
7, on October 11. It wasn’t a classic win 
by any means, but Gibbs was thrilled to 
getit. 

“That Bear game was probably one of 
the worst we played,” he recalled. “We 
ran 52 times (actually 47), but every- 
body in Washington thought it was 
great.” 

The Redskins, of course, have won a 
lot more games since. Excluding the 0-5 
start, Gibbs’ overall record is 130-52, 
with Super Bow! victories following the 
1982, 1987 and 1991 seasons. His teams 
have won at least 10 games in eight of 
his 11 seasons. 

Gibbs’ coaching ability probably is 
best appreciated by others in the foot- 
ball fraternity. 

Accorsi remembers when the 
Browns were searching for a new coach 
in 1989. They interviewed several defen- 
sive coaches and asked each of them 
which team had the toughest offense to 
prepare for. 

“All but one rated the Redskins first,” 
Accorsi said. “That system has gone 
other places (via former assistants Dan 
Henning in Atlanta and San Diego and 
Joe Bugel in Phoenix), and it hasn't 
been as effective. 

“It's not the system. It's him. He's the 
ultimate coach. I don't think he’s gotten 
anywhere near the (credit) he de- 
serves. There's a design to everything 
they do.” 

Gibbs prepares his team as well as 
any coach in the NFL. The ease with 
which the Redskins whipped Buffalo in 
last January's Super Bowl did not come 
as a complete surprise after Gibbs and 
his staff had two weeks to prepare for 
the Bills. 

“There are two classes of coaches,” 
said Don Coryell, who coached Gibbs at 
San Diego State in the early 1960s and 
had him on his coaching staffs both in 
St. Louis (1973-77) and San Diego (1979- 
80). “There are creators and there are 
chairmen of the board. The chairmen of 


the board create nothing. Gibbs is a cre- 
ator. Creators on Sundays are in com- 
munication with an assistant upstairs. 
They verify things they've been seeing 
all week and they act.” 

Normally, the media would anoint a 
coach with Gibbs’ record as a “genius.” 
Gibbs will have none of that. 

“I think everybody who's been 
around the Redskins kind of knows 
where I stand on that one,” he said. 
“Mr. Cooke has said there have been 
only two (geniuses) in history, Michel- 
angelo and somebody else, I forgot who 
it was. It certainly wasn't (anybody) in 
football.” 

Although Gibbs’ ego is as healthy as 
those of most coaches, his modesty is 
not false. He truly feels that Cooke, the 
two general managers he has served 
with (Beathard and now Charley Cas- 
serly), his assistant coaches and the 
players should receive the bulk of the 
credit for Washington's success. 

“T've been very fortunate,” he said. 
“A lot of my friends went (to other 
teams), and they didn’t have every- 
thing there to win.” 

That has not been a concern for 
Gibbs, who had no previous head coach- 
ing experience at any level prior to get- 
ting the Redskin job. In fact, Gibbs 
might be a college head coach today 
had circumstances been different. He 
spent nine years bouncing around as an 
assistant coach at San Diego State, 
Florida State, Southern California and 
Arkansas before accepting an offer 
from his old college coach, Coryell, to 
move to the NFL in 1973. 

Once in the pros, Gibbs applied for, 
and failed to get, any number of college 
head coaching jobs. 

Life with the Redskins has not always 
been a bowl of cherries for Gibbs, de- 
spite his team’s on-field success. He lost 
about $1.2 million in bad investments in 
an Oklahoma land deal and almost 
went broke about the same time his 
first Washington team was getting off 
toa 0-5 start in 1981. 

Gibbs became involved in a nine- 
person partnership that borrowed 
money from seven banks and invested 
it in real estate deals that went sour. He 
signed his power of attorney over to the 
group's general partner, so he didn't re- 
alize how serious his financial prob- 
lems were until it was too late. 

At one point, he recalled, “I got on my 


Continued 
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knees. . . . I said, ‘Hey, God, it’s in your 
hands. I’m bankrupt. The only person 
who can straighten out this mess is 
you.’” 

Gibbs worked his way out of the mess 
by going to all seven banks and telling 
them, in effect, “Hey, I don’t have this 
money. If you're willing to work with 
me, I will work this out.” 

The experience left a lasting impres- 
sion on Gibbs, who often talks about it 
at functions sponsored by the Fellow- 
ship of Christian Athletes. 

“You never forget,” he said. 

Shortly before the financial crisis 
ended, however, Gibbs had to deal with 
a more personal one. His wife, Pat, un- 
derwent two long, life-threatening op- 
erations in 1979 for removal of a brain 
tumor. 

Her problems had been misdiagnosed 
for 614 years before the tumor was dis- 
covered. She has since made an almost- 
complete recovery, but it was a very 
difficult experience for both her and 


her husband. 

“You still can't put it into words,” 
Gibbs said. “She had one operation, and 
they thought she was fine. Then she had 
a relapse and had to go in for more sur- 
gery and almost died. That was hard.” 

Gibbs’ strong religious faith helped 
him cope with and survive the trauma. 

Some might say Gibbs treats his oc- 
cupation with religious fervor. During 
the season, he sleeps at his Redskin 
Park office on Monday, Tuesday and 
Wednesday nights after a typical 18- 
hour workday. Gibbs, in fact, has been 
so absorbed in his work in the past that 
he’s drawn a blank when asked by re- 
Porters about such public figures as Ol- 
iver North, Sean Penn and Madonna. 

In a September 1988 interview with 
Newsday, Gibbs remembered being so 
involved in preparing his team for de- 
fense of its Super Bowl XXII champion- 
ship that he almost forgot it was a presi- 
dential election year. 

Remember, this man works in the na- 
tion's capital. 

“I went in to watch the (Democratic 
National) convention,” Gibbs said. “I 
didn't even know the thing had started, 
and they were recapping it. I said, ‘Who 
won?’ They said, ‘Dukakis.’ You miss so 


much of that stuff. At this stage of the 
year, I just go through the paper to the 
sports section and say: ‘Uh-oh, what 
happened today? Who do I have to talk 
to today?’ I go right past the front 


Preoccupied: Workaholic Joe Gibbs may not have been too informed about the 1988 


Democratic standard-bearer, but he has rubbed shoulders with Pi 


dent Bush. The 


President, in fact, has high praise for the coach's Virginia-based home for troubled teens. 
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That doesn't mean, however, that 
Gibbs has been totally removed from 
“real life’ in the Washington com- 
munity. In 1984, he and some friends 
opened a home called Youth for Tomor- 
row/New Life Center in northern Vir- 
ginia. The place serves as home for 
about 30 troubled teens at any given 
time, and Gibbs estimates that about 
150 youths have spent a year or more 
there since the facility was opened, 

He enlisted the help of President 
Bush last spring in raising funds for the 
home. The President appeared at a 
fund-raiser attended by about 2,700 peo- 
ple at the Kennedy Center in Washing- 
ton, 

Bush said that Gibbs’ program “ex- 
emplifies the very best” of volunteer- 
ism. 

“I know one thing I'm doing with my 
life is being a part of helping support 
this home and maybe helping one kid 
redirect his life,” Gibbs said. "When a 
kid has been in trouble and he's 14, 15 or 
16, where does he go for a second 
chance? There's no place.” 

Gibbs’ compassion does not end with 
troubled teens. 

“You can go in and talk to him about 
anything,” said veteran receiver Art 
Monk, who was drafted by Washington 
the year before Gibbs arrived, “He's 
there for the players all the time.” 

Gibbs probably spends more time 
dealing with the personal lives of his 
players than most NFL coaches do. 

“Whatever your business is, we all 
have a drama going on in our own 
lives,” he said. “We're all unhappy 
about something. You have sickness, 
marital problems, a myriad of things 
going wrong in everybody's life. You 
have to deal with those things right 
away. You have to get their full concen- 
tration on football. 

“I'd like to be able to communicate 
even more with my players when things 
aren't going bad, but it’s just like every- 
thing else in life. The problems take 
over, and you wind up chasing the prob- 
lems. I'd say handling people is the 
most important thing you do as a 
coach.” 

Veteran linebacker Matt Millen, who 
played for Joe Paterno at Penn State 
and for Tom Flores and George Seifert 
in the NFL before joining the Redskins 
in April 1991, sees a common thread in 
the coaches he has played for. 

“Successful coaches are consistent in 
the way they do things,” he said. 
“They're convinced that’s the right 
way, but they also know it's not the only 
way.” 

Gibbs’ flexibility has proven to be im- 
portant in a profession often dominated 
by inflexible men. It’s noteworthy that 
he is the first coach to win Super Bowls 
with three different quarterbacks: Joe 
Theismann, Doug Williams and Mark 
Rypien. He also made it to the National 
Football Conference title game in 1986 
with Jay Schroeder at the controls. 

Except for Shula, who has had John- 


ny Unitas, Bob Griese and Dan Marino, 
most championship coaches are associ- 
ated with one quarterback. Walsh had 
Joe Montana. Noll had Terry Brad- 
shaw. Landry had Roger Staubach. 
Lombardi had Bart Starr. 

Additionally, Gibbs has won with 
passing teams and running teams. Only 
five men (Jeff Bostic, Monte Coleman, 
Russ Grimm, Joe Jacoby and Don War- 
ren) have played on all three of his 
Super Bowl winners. (Monk was in- 
jured for the 1983 game.) 

As testament to his stature, Gibbs is 
often credited—he says incorrectly— 
for things his assistant coaches actu- 
ally have done. He points out that he got 
a lot of credit for a play called “sprint 
bomb” in Washington’s 17-13 victory 
over the Giants last year. Rypien rolled 
out of the pocket one way and threw a 
Pass across the field in the other direc- 
tion for a 54-yard touchdown to Gary 
Clark. 

It was the first time all season the 
Redskins had used the play. 

“T've got to tell the truth,” Gibbs said. 
“(Quarterbacks coach) Rod Dowhower 
fought me for the play for two hours 
one night in a meeting. He brought it up 
a couple of times and I finally said, 
“Well, OK, if you feel that strongly 
about it, we'll put it in." We called it and 
everyone attributed it to me.” 

The Redskins have changed players, 
assistant coaches and even general 
managers over the last 11 seasons, yet 
keep on winning. The one constant is 
Gibbs. 

“He's got determination that's the 
equal of anybody I've ever seen,” said 
Beathard, the man who hired him. “The 
only guy I’ve seen like that is probably 
Shula. He can sell his program. He's got 
something those great coaches or great 
generals have: He can lead.” 

When Beathard left the Redskins in 
the spring of 1989 to become the general 
manager in San Diego, there was spec- 
ulation that Gibbs pulled a power play 
and was trying to get complete control 


Another interest: Consumed with football, Joe Gibbs has never been accused of living life 
in the fast lane. Sponsoring an auto-race team, though, has provided a special thrill. 


of the organization. Instead, Casserly 
moved in to replace Beathard and the 
roles of the coach and general manager 
have remained the same. Casserly has 
the final word on the draft, Gibbs on 
which players to keep. 

How long Gibbs can keep up the 
pace—or wants to—is anyone's guess. 
When he started sponsoring his own 
NASCAR auto-racing team last year, 
rumors began flying that he might be 
losing his zest for coaching. 

“I always dreamed of two things 
when I was growing up: playing sports 
and being a race-car driver,” said 
Gibbs, who used to race dragsters as a 
teenager. “When I reached age 45, it 
dawned on me that I might be getting 
too old to drive a race car, and that’s 
when I started thinking seriously 
(about sponsoring a race team).” 

Gibbs put his team together last year, 
hiring Dale Jarrett as his driver and 
Jimmy Makar as his crew chief. Inter- 
state Batteries is the team’s major 
sponsor; the NFL is another. 

“T'll tell you the truth, it's one of the 
thrills of my life,” Gibbs said. “You'd 
have to be a motor car fan to under- 
stand that. You've got to like cars. 
Some people don't understand that. It's 

Gibbs’ son, J.D., also is working with 
the team, but the coach concedes that 
his wife, Pat, wasn't too thrilled about 
his newest hobby. She was somewhat 
relieved when she discovered that her 
husband wouldn't be driving the car 
himself. 

“She'll get excited when she realizes 
some of her money is flying around,” 
Gibbs said. 

Gibbs’ car made its debut at the Day- 
tona 500 last February. After an im- 
pressive start, it was knocked out of the 
race in a multi-car accident. The car 
failed to finish in the top 10 in its first 
five races before finishing second in its 
sixth outing, at the Food City 500 in 
Bristol, Tenn., in April. 

Gibbs, who hasn't forgotten his slow 


start as a head coach more than a dec- 
ade ago, is determined to make his 
race-car team a success. 

Although he admits there are nega- 
tives to his job and has said he won't 
coach for 20 years, don’t look for Gibbs 
to walk away from the coaching fray 
any time soon, 

“It’s a great job,” said Gibbs, whose 
immediate challenge is to win consecu- 
tive Super Bowls for the first time. 
“There are a lot of thrills to it, and I 
think the positives outweigh the nega- 
tives.” 

The essence of Gibbs is his competi- 
tive nature, Even when he is suppos- 
edly relaxing, he likes to compete. 

“When I grew up, the only thing I 
wanted to do was play something com- 
petitive,” he said. “I was hoping that I'd 
be good enough to play ona professional 
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level and I wasn't. I think I belonged in 
Physical education and coaching be- 
cause other things just didn’t appeal to 
me.” 

Once he realized he couldn't play pro 
football and went into coaching, he 
started conipeting in another sport— 
racquetball. 

He became such a good racquetball 
player in the mid-1970s, during his ten- 
ure as an assistant with the Cardinals, 
that he won the 35-and-over national 
championship in 1976 and was the run- 
ner-up in 1977. 

After he was named the Redskins’ 
head coach in 1981, he had to curtail his 
time on the racquetball court and now 
plays infrequently. But a couple of 
years ago, when former Redskin 
Walter Stanley was talking about how 
much he liked the game, Gibbs agreed 
to play him. The coach won easily. 

Gibbs concedes that he is too intense 
to enjoy vacations. He jokes about what 
it's like when he takes a getaway trip 
with his wife after the season is over. 

“The first day is great because we 
haven’t seen each other. The second 
day is pretty good, but I'm starting to 
get a little antsy, wanting to do some- 
thing,” he said. “The third day I'm look- 
ing for a racquetball game or somebody 
around there that I know I can play 
with, run with or do something with. 
The fourth day we get into a fight, and 
the fifth day we come home. That's 
about it.” 

Gibbs has a home on a lake near 
Fredericksburg, Va., where he likes to 
water-ski and hunt. He also would like 
to get into good enough shape to run a 
marathon someday, but thinks that 
might have to wait until his coaching 
days are over. 

Gibbs considers his road to Washing- 
ton a truly American success story— 
one whose final chapters have yet to be 
written. 

“I think it's a great story in America 
that somebody who's very average and 
loved to do something finally got a 
chance to coach the Washington Red- 
skins," he said. “I think it's a great 
story that can happen only in America. 

“I have been very fortunate. I have 
one of the 28 jobs like this in the world. 
You couldn't buy this job if you walked 
in and said to Mr. Cooke, ‘Hey, here's 20 
million bucks.’ I love the thrill of com- 
peting. I really feel like I was blessed 
with this job. I think the Lord allowed 
me to come here to coach for this owner 
in this town, and I think he’s going to 
tell me when it’s time to go.” 
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By BILL DOHERTY 
Free-lance writer 


he final gun had sounded in 

Super Bowl XXVI, and the out- 

come was lopsided; Washington 
Redskins 37, Buffalo Bills 24. The “I'm 
goin’ to Disney World” commercial 
spots had already been filmed. The 
celebration had started in the Red- 
skins’ locker room. Now it was time to 
hand out the hardware, 

The cast of characters was familiar 
to most football fans, who tuned in by 
the millions, 

Wellington Mara, the owner/presi- 
dent of the 1991 Super Bowl champion 
New York Giants, handed over the 
winner’s trophy to Redskins Owner 
Jack Kent Cooke, the man with the 
large wraparound sunglasses. Cooke 
then gave Mara some good-natured 
ribbing about the Redskins, not the 
Giants, having the best organization 
in pro football. 

Cooke stepped aside and handed the 
podium over to another familiar face, 
Washington Coach Joe Gibbs. The 
game's reigning “genius.” The guy 
with the .685 career regular-season 
winning percentage. The stock-car 
freak. The coach nobody wants to face 
in the postseason. 

Still gooey from his postgame Ga- 
torade bath, Gibbs found a way to be 
gracious. As always. He first praised 
Cooke, then turned to his left and 
thanked the guy nobody knew. The 
guy with the wire-frame glasses who 
could have passed for his brother. 

It wasn't a relative. It was Charley 
Casserly, the 43-year-old general 
manager of the Redskins and one of 
the most amazing stories in recent 
National Football League history, 

A ‘free-agent’ acquisition by 
George Allen in 1977, Casserly was a 
guy nobody wanted to take a chance 
on. But the Redskins’ gamble has paid 
off, because Casserly has become one 
of the game's most respected execu- 
tives. 

Fifteen years ago, Casserly was a 
school teacher and coach of three var- 
sity sports, including football, at Min- 
nechaug High School in Wilbraham, 
Mass. Casserly, then 28, had a dream 
of becoming a college football coach. 
Unfortunately, he had no contacts 
and, therefore, no luck, 

Then he came up with it. The sta- 
tionery theory. 

“I wanted to get a college coaching 
job and I was having no luck, so I fig- 
ured that I had nothing to lose. . 


Why not try the next lev he NF! year the Redskins liked him, then he 
Casserly said he whol lea was to would be hired at $10,000 a year. 
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‘Free-agent intern to 


get stationery. I figured I'd get some 
kind of job with an NFL team. After 
one year, I'd have all the stationery 
from that team, so I could write let- 
ters on it and get a college coaching 
job, 

“One of the keys to getting a job is 
stationery, see. If you have good sta- 
tionery, they answer your letters, If 
you don’t, your letter goes in the gar- 
bage.” 

He should know, At the time, Cas- 
serly wrote 28 letters, one to each 
NFL team. He received 22 responses, 
generally of the thanks-but-no-thanks 
variety. 

Among the letters were two that ac- 
tually expressed interest in Casserly, 
One was from the New England Patri- 
ots, the other from the Redskins, who 
were coached at the time by the late 
George Allen, who also was serving as 
the team’s general manager. 

The letter from Washington 
amused Casserly. 

“The letter was from George's 
right-hand man, Tim Temerario. It 
said, ‘The next time you're in the area, 
stop in for an interview,’ ” said Cas- 
serly, not exactly a world traveler at 
the time. “I'd never been in Washing- 
ton a day in my life.” 

He decided it was time to go. He 
called up Temerario, who was Wash- 
ington’s director of player personnel 
and executive assistant to the general 
manager, and set up an appointment 
for the following Wednesday. Cas- 
serly dusted off his suit and prepared 
to sell himself. The interview was 
short, but full of surprises, 

He first met with Temerario, who 
filled him in on the specifics, If cho- 
sen, he would be an intern, which 
meant he would do everything from 
breaking down film to fetching 
George Allen's nightly milkshake at 
training camp. The pay was nothing. 
Before the day was over, Casserly 
met George Allen, who told Casserly 
to write down three things that he 
would be able to do to help the Red- 
skins. 

“Help the Redskins?” Casserly re- 
membered thinking. “I was there so 
they could help me.” 

After looking over Casserly's an- 
swers, Allen gave the schoolteacher a 
retest. He asked Casserly not only to 
rewrite the three ways that he could 
help the team, but also to make a list 
of changes that he would make in pro 
football and to tell him what he'd like 
to doin the future. 

Allen must have liked the answers. 
He made Casserly an offer: If after a 


GM: Casserly’s stunning ascent 


“Temerario asked me how I was 
going to live for a year on nothing,” 
said Casserly. “I had no idea, but I 
didn’t want him to know that. So I told 
him that I had it covered.” 

Of course, he didn't, At the time, 
Casserly was making $10,000 a year as 
a teacher in Massachusetts. He had 
just $500 in savings. His car, a 1969 
Chevy Nova, had almost 120,000 miles 
on it, and the driver’s-side door didn't 
close all the way. He was sleeping ona 
mattress on the floor of his apart- 
ment, and he owned three pieces of 


SEA 
Help the team? Me? Fifteen years ago, job hopeful Charley Casserly (right) was 
wondering what Washington could do for him st 


furniture, all of the Goodwill or Salva- 
tion Army variety. 

Casserly took the risk and moved to 
Washington. His climb up the corpo- 
rate ladder wasn't easy. In the begin- 
ning, he lived in a YMCA in Alexan- 
dria, Va., at a cost of $8 a night 
training camp started, 
moved into the dorms and was fed 
every day. After camp broke, Cas- 
serly slept on the couch in the apart- 
ment rented by Redskins safety Mark 
Murphy and assistant public relations 
director Charlie Taylor, 


While the accommodations weren't 
always top-notch, serly slowly 
made his move, After his first year, 
he was given a real job—scouting col- 
lege players. And he showed a knack 
for it. Among his early discoveries as 
a scout were a pair of free agents, of- 
fensive linemen Joe Jacoby and Jeff 
Bostic, who both became long- 
standing members of the Hogs. 

By 1982, Casserly was elevated to 
assistant general manager, He 
worked under General Manager 
Bobby Beathard for seven years, 
learning the business from one of the 
best. In May 1989, Beathard, now San 
Diego's general manager, stepped 
down and recommended Ca rly to 
replace him. 

Since taking over as general man- 
ager in 1989, Casserly has quietly re- 
shaped the Redskins’ roster through 
shrewd draft choices (Andre Collins, 
46th overall pick in the second round 
in 1990, and Ricky Ervins, 47th overall 
pick in the third round in 1991) and 
timely trades (acquiring defensive 
tackles Tim Johnson and Eric Wil- 
liams in '90 deals). 

Casserly has not forgotten the art of 
the deal now that the Redskins are on 
top. In a blockbuster draft-day trade, 
Casserly packaged the Redskins’ two 
No. 1 picks to move up to the fourth 
spot overall, where he grabbed 
Desmond Howard, It marked the first 
time in NFL history that the defend- 
ing Super Bow! champion had drafted 
that year's Heisman Trophy winner 
and, more importantly, it added a 
fresh set of legs to the team’s danger- 
ous, but aging, corps of receivers. 

Casserly also has kept Washington 
competitive by using an old George 
Allen ploy of acquiring veteran cast- 
offs. In Allen's day, that meant trad- 
ing draft picks for the likes of Verlon 
Biggs and Diron Talbert. But today, 
Casserly doesn't have to surrender 
draft picks to acquire veterans; he 
uses Plan B free agency. Of the 27 
Plan B free agents he signed in his 
first two years, 15 made the roster and 
eight started at least one game. 

‘A major reason why Washington 
has enjoyed success in Plan B is be- 
cause Casserly has placed a greater 
emphasis on pro scouting, “We looked 
at this (Plan B free agency) as a sec- 
ond NFL draft,” Casserly said, “The 
Redskins have always believed in 
using every avenue to get players. 
And this was a chance to get veterans 
without mortgaging the future.” 

It shouldn't be too surprising that 
Casserly has used other teams’ cast- 
offs to rebuild the Redskins, After all, 
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MILE nek 


Be it a learning disability or a pulling guard, 
Broncos’ feisty Croel meets challenge head-on 


By JIM ARMSTRONG 
Denver Post 


he films didn’t lie, and neither did 
Ties Phillips’ instincts. Phillips 

had a feeling that the Denver 
Broncos were getting a rare talent 
when they chose Mike Croel in the 1991 
National Football League draft. 

He just didn’t know how rare. 

Phillips, the Broncos’ defensive coor- 
dinator, got his first look at Croel in Ne- 
braska game films disguised as Croel 
highlight videos. By the time Phillips 
was finished rewinding and replaying, 
the matinee had turned into the late 
show and Croel had risen to the top of 
the Broncos’ most-wanted list. 

“It was amazing,” Phillips said. “He 
would take the quarterback on an op- 
tion play, and then make the tackle 
after he had pitched the ball. It's sup- 
posed to be either/or. You're supposed 
to get the quarterback or the running 
back, but not both. 

“When we saw that, we were pretty 
much sold.” 

The Broncos, it turned out, were get- 
ting much more than an outside line- 
backer who ran 40-yard dashes with 
tailbacks and wide receivers, There 
also was the matter of Croel's determi- 
nation to overcome every obstacle in 
his path, be it a pulling guard or dys- 
lexia, a learning disability he has bat- 
tled his entire life, 

Oh, and then there’s the matter of 
having been raised by adoptive parents 
who shared with him their love, if not 
the color of their skin, Meet Phil and 
Sue Croel. They’re white. Mike, their 
son since the first week of his life, is 
black. 
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From such roots emerged the Associ- 
ated Press’ 1991 Defensive Rookie of the 
Year in the NFL. Had it not been for a 
sprained foot and, of all things, a late- 
season bout with chicken pox, Croel 
might have added another notch to his 
resume: the NFL rookie sack record. 

No, he never caught Leslie O'Neal, 
whose 1214 sacks for San Diego in 1986 
still stand as the league record for new- 
comers, But it didn’t really matter, 
Nothing could take away from the sea- 
son Croel had a year after he stopped 
being a BMOC (big man on campus) 
and became a BMIC (big man in Colo- 
rado). 

How did he do it? First of all, it was a 
matter of talent. At 232 pounds, Croel 
has the speed to cover wideouts—one of 
his assignments in the American Con- 
ference championship game last Janu- 
ary was to contain Buffalo's Andre 
Reed—and the bulk to rush the passer, 
Despite missing three games and 
major parts of several others, he fin- 
ished with 10 sacks and a team-high 
four forced fumbles 

Just as important, though, was 
Croel's attitude. Having overcome so 
much so early in life, nothing seems to 
bother him, Not even the transition 
from college football to the NFL. 

For most rookies, the adjustment is 
like night and day. Trouble is, only the 
precious few ever find their way out of 
the darkness to see the light of day. 
Croel was one of those select few. 

“He's been frustrated at times, but I 
don’t know if he’s ever been intimi- 
dated,” Phil Croel said. “He's always 
been able to work through things. He's 
had to adapt and do things his own way, 
and it’s worked. We've never known 
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him to take himself too seriously, but 
he’s always known when it’s time to get 
to work, He's a tough kid, He’s always 
kind of rolled with the punches... and 
he's thrown a few punches,” 

Denver linebackers coach Mike 
Nolan says nothing seems to bother 
Croel, 

“At times, it was like he didn’t take it 
seriously enough,” Nolan said, “I had to 
tell him, ‘Hey, this isn’t Kansas State 
we're playing here,’ But that helps him, 
too. He doesn’t get overwhelmed by 
things.” 

Croel certainly has had every chance 
to get overwhelmed, and not by some 
300-pound tackle taking aim at his 
knees, Croel's dyslexia, a learning dis- 
order in which letters or words get mo- 
mentarily transposed in the mind, al- 
most kept him off the football field for- 
ever. 

Croel had to attend special-education 
classes in high school, first in Los Altos, 
Calif., and later in Sudbury, Mass. Be- 
fore he could enroll at Nebraska, he had 
to pass the Scholastic Aptitude Test. 
After first failing, he spent a month 
studying before finally passing. 

“I knew I had to pass,” Croel said. “I 
just put my mind to it that I was going 
to get it done. It meant a lot to me. 
When something means a lot to you, 
you've got to find a way to get it done. 
That's how I've always kind of looked at 
things.” 


Continued 


“This is the place”: On the way home 
from a recruitment trip, Mike Croel told 
his aduptive parents that Nebraska offered 
the best help in his battle against dyslexia 


While most big-time college football 
players pick a school because of its tra- 
dition or location, Croel and his parents 
chose Nebraska over Pittsburgh and 
Syracuse because of its special- 
education program. Without it, Croel 
wouldn't have gotten an education, 
much less the $2.685 million signing 
bonus the Broncos handed him. 

The early years at Nebraska were a 
struggle. While the other players went 
from class to practice to home, Croel 
had to confer with several tutors, some 
of whom took notes for him during lec- 
tures. Despite his best efforts, his foot- 
ball career almost ended before it ever 
started. He was in danger of flunking 
outasa freshman. 

Phil Croel remembers those days. 

“I'll always remember the plane ride 
home from his recruiting trip,” he said. 
“He said, ‘Mom, Dad, this is the place. 
They can help me the most here.’ He 
had such a good attitude going there, 
but he tried to go out on his own. It was 
just too much for him, 

“We kept getting calls from the ath- 
letic department academic-support 
people, saying he was in trouble, Then, 
it seemed like a light bulb went on in- 
side him. He said: ‘I can't do it alone. I 
need to use the help available.’ After 
that, he was OK.” 
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Having received some help at Ne- 
braska, Croel offered some along the 
way, too. He relayed Cornhusker defen- 
sive signals to deaf teammate Kenny 
Walker, a linebacker who also was a 
Bronco rookie in 1991. Most of all, 
though, Croel worked and worked—on 
and off the field. 

While he didn't emerge as a full-time 
starter for the "Huskers until his junior 
year, by his senior season Croel was 
chasing down quarterbacks and tail- 


Growing up: Holding still for a family 
snapshot (below) or jumping for joy froma 
houseboat, Mike Croel remembers his 

ars as being typical. 
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backs on the same play—and people 
like Phillips were starting to notice. 

In retrospect, Phil Croel isn’t sur- 
prised his son made it big in football. 
From his early years, Mike was bigger, 
faster and stronger than the other kids. 
It was a good thing, too, because he had 
to be strong to shoulder the burden of 
prejudice. It isn't always overt, but 
when you're black in a white com- 
munity, it’s there. 

The first hint of a problem came after 
the Croels had moved from Michigan to 
Hanover Park, Ill., a suburb of Chicago. 
One night, they came home to discover 
a cross burned in their front yard. Mike 
was too young to remember, but his fa- 
ther remembers all too well. 

“Our neighbors there said they 
moved to the suburbs to get away from 
what they called the ‘nigger problem,’ ” 
said Phil Croel, an office-furniture 
salesman who was transferred several 
times in his career. “They didn’t hesi- 
tate to use it in front of us. They'd tell 
me, ‘If we wanted to sell our house, how 
does anybody know there isn’t a whole 
black family inside your house?’ " 

By the time Mike reached elemen- 
tary school, the family—the Croels had 
two daughters and another son—had 
moved to the Bay Area. Finally, it was 
on to Sudbury for Mike's junior and sen- 
ior years of high school. 

“He didn't have a lot of problems once 
we moved to California,” his father 
said. “He's been called ‘nigger’ more 
than a few times, but he’s always had 
good judgment in those situations. 

“We always urged him to think twice 
before reacting to things. Besides, he 
was intimidating. He was big and 
strong, and he never backed down. He 
wasn’t somebody anybody was likely to 
take on.” 

True to his personality, Mike Croel 
shrugs off questions about the prob- 
lems of living in an interracial family. 
He wouldn't have had it any other way. 

“We were a pretty average family,” 
he said. “The story is, there really isn't 
a big story. I've been with them for- 
ever. We have a relationship just like 
anybody else's relationship with their 
parents. 

“Sometimes, other people found it 
kind of strange. Mostly, it was funny. 
I'd make friends at school and bring 
them home to meet my parents. You 
should have seen the looks on some of 
their faces.” 

As he developed at Nebraska, it be- 
came obvious that Croel was headed for 
bigger and better things on the football 
field. But he never was the player in 
college that he could have been. In a 
run-oriented conference, the Nebraska 
coaches seldom used him as a pass 
rusher. But when Phillips saw all that 
raw, high-octane speed, he saw poten- 
tial. 

“The biggest thing about Mike was he 
had want-to,” Phillips said. “He wanted 
to be a player. He’s a guy who had to 
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J) NEL TURTLENECK The Pros stay warm 
tight up to their chins with this classic. Also 
great for skiing or ‘layering’ on winter days. 
50/50 cotton/poly, Machine washable, All 
NFL and most MLB & NHL teams in stock. 
S,M,L,XL $34.95; XXL $39.95 each. Item FTN 


K) NEL STRIPED JERSEY 50/50 poly/cotton 
heavyweight knit jersey in team colors feature 
sewn in contrasting sleeve stripes. ALL NFL 
TEAMS! Sizos: S, M, L, XL $19.95 each. Item FSJ 


ZUBAZ PANTS (not shown) Authentic Pro 
Line, as seen on NFL sidelines. Elastic waist 
with drawstring and pockets. BEARS, 
BENGALS, CHIEFS, EAGLES, FALCONS, 
LIONS, SAINTS, STEELERS. Sizes: S,M,L,XL 
ZUBAZ PANTS $35.95, Item FZP; 

ZUBAZ SHORTS $30.95, Item FZS; 

BLACK ZUBAZ CAP (Most Teams Available): 
$14.95, Item FBZ. 


L) THE AWARD JACKET by DeLong. Body is 
constructed of the finest 24 oz. wool with 
leather sleeves and pocket trim. Heavy weight 
quilted lining, official chenille emblems on 
chest, back, and championship patch on left 
sleeves. An official NFL classic. Allteams, 

All sports available! Item FAK Sizes: S(36), 
M(38-40), L(42-44), XL(46-48) $244.95 each; 
XXL (50-52) $264.95; 3XL(54-56) $284.95; 
4XL(58-60) $304.95 each. 


M) REPLICA NEL JERSEYS Wear the mesh 
replica jersey of your favorite team! Styled 
after the Pro Jersey with a popular player's 
number on front and back. All NFL teams in 
stock! M, L, XL, XXL $29.95 ea.; Item FRU 


N) COACHES SHIRT Same shirt as NFL 
coaches wear onthe sidelines. Combining 
casual style and comfort, this versatile short- 
sleeve top can be worn almost anywhere. 
With official team logo directly embroidered 
on chest, 3-button placket and rib-knit collar, 
this shirt is destined to be a favorite. 
Machine washable. All NFL & MLB teams in 
stock! S,M,L, XL $34.95 each, Item FPS 


NFL T-SHIRTS & SWEATSHIATS (Not shown). 
Made by America’s finest athletic companies 
with official team logo printed on front chest. 
ALL TEAMS AND SPORTS IN STOCK! 
T-SHIRT, Item FTS: S, M, L, XL $12.95 
XXL, 3XL, 4XL $19.95 ea. (NFL & MLB only) 


O) THROWBACK T-SHIRTS & 


TS The most 
comfortable shirts we've found! Through 
special processing, they have been 
“weathered! to look & feel as if they were 
pre-worn, Old grid-iron graphics are 
proudly displayed on front. Machine wash, 
BEARS, BILLS, BROWNS, COWBOYS, 
EAGLES, 49ers, GIANTS, LIONS, PACK- 
ERS, RAIDERS, REDSKINS, STEELERS. 
T-SHIRT (100% Cotton) $23.95, Item TWT; 
SWEATSHIRT (9 02.: 80 cotton/20 poly) 
$48.95, ltem TWS. Size Large or XL only. 
P) NFL THROWBACK CAPS 100% woo! 
caps with embroidered team logos. 
Adjustable back. $21.95 each, Item TFC, 


‘54 BROWNS ‘S8COLTS ‘68JETS 
‘27BULLDOGS ‘S3LIONS ‘46 DONS 
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'25PANTHERS = '63 N.Y. GIANTS 

‘61 PACKERS ‘27 N.Y.YANKEES 


SWEATSHIRT, Item FSS; S, M, L, XL $24.95, 
XXL, 3XL, 4XL $32.95 ea. (NFL,MLB only) 
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overcome a lot of things to be a great 
player in college. That made us think 
we were getting a quality kid, too.” 

Phillips’ blueprint called for Croel to 
spend his rookie season as a coverage 
man in the Broncos’ nickel pass- 
defense package. Anything he contrib- 
uted beyond that would be a bonus, 
Sure, he eventually would move into 
the lineup, but the coaches didn't want 
to rush him after he missed the first 
three weeks of training camp in a con- 
tract dispute. 

Then it happened. The injury, that is. 
No, not to Croel. This time, it was start- 
ing left outside linebacker Tim Lucas 
who went down with a leg fracture in 
Denver's third game of the 1991 season. 

Suddenly, Croel was—in a sense— 
three players in one: a run stuffer, a 
pass rusher and a coverage man in the 
nickel, No, it wasn't how Phillips de- 
signed things, 

“At first, we were kind of worried 
about him,” Phillips said. “That's a lot 
for a rookie to handle. He made some 
mistakes, but the thing was, he always 
kept improving. He wanted to learn 
how to do it right. He listened, and he 
responded. That's the thing you never 
know about rookies—whether they'll 
respond to coaching.” 


Croel isn’t sure how he survived it all, 
much less how he went on to become 
the best rookie defensive player in the 
league. 

“I was talking to (Coach) Dan Reeves 
after the season, and he told me you 
just don’t do that to a rookie,” Croel 
said. “I was playing three positions as a 
rookie. It was a lot to take on at once, 
but we had some injuries. I had to 
react, or we were going to be in trouble. 

“I came in late, so it seemed like I 
was always catching up. That was the 
hard thing. They threw a lot at me 
early. Everything kind of melted to- 
gether and got me confused. 

“You look at the other rookies draft- 
ed around me, and I did a lot more than 
they did. I helped carry the team, toa 
point. It was tough, but I got through 
it.” 

As things turned out, Croel faced 
more problems than usually encoun- 
tered by an NFL rookie. As the season 
wore on, he suffered a serious injury of 
his own. In late November, he severely 
sprained his left foot at Seattle's King- 
dome while chasing quarterback Dave 
Krieg on the artificial surface. 

Typically, he made a big play before 
the injury, forcing Krieg to fumble the 
ball into the waiting arms of defensive 
end Warren Powers, who huffed and 
puffed his way into the end zone for a 
touchdown. 

As fate would have it, Croel’s bad 
luck was just beginning. 

Three weeks later, after recovering 
from the foot sprain, Croel still hoped to 
make a run at O'Neal's sack record. 
Then he woke up one Wednesday morn- 
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ing with what proved to be chicken pox. 
He apparently contracted the disease at 
a card-signing show, where 600 young- 
sters showed up to get his autograph. 

Croel spent the rest of the week in 
quarantine. The Broncos’ doctors, 
meanwhile, spent the rest of the week 
monitoring the handful of other players 
who had never contracted the highly 
contagious disease. For a while, Reeves 
was afraid of a full-blown epidemic at 
playoff time. 

Those fears weren't realized, as no 
other player came down with the dis- 
ease. But it had taken its toll on Croel. 
By the end of the season, his goal was to 
get his strength back for the playoffs, 
not chase any records. 

All in all, said Croel, it was an inter- 
esting journey, his first trip through the 
wilds of the NFL. 

“It was crazy,” he said. “I remember 
still trying to figure out where I was 
supposed to be and, all of a sudden, I've 
got a sprained foot. Next year, I'm ex- 
pecting it to be a lot easier, knowing the 
defense, feeling comfortable. And I 
won't get the chicken pox, either.” 

With only one year of NFL experi- 
ence under his belt, Croel already is 
starting to feel like a veteran. Well, he's 
beginning to talk like one, anyway. 

“I'm really looking forward to next 
year (1992) because it has to be easier 
than last year,” he said. “I'm still learn- 
ing how to rush, If I keep developing, I 
can see myself being the type of player 
who leads the league in sacks. The only 
thing I'm dreading is two-a-days at 
training camp. I can do without 
those.” 


Prize catch: Mike Croel, as a young 
angler (far left, top) and a fledgling 
baseball player (above), proved to be a hit 
with the Denver Broncos as a rookie 
linebacker in 1991 and seemed to enjoy a 
similar status with his sisters at his junior 
high school graduation. 


A) BOMB JACKET by Apex One. Exact jacket worn 
‘on NFL sidelines, Features quill lining for added 
warmth, embroidered logo on left chest. Embroidered 
applique team name on back with zipper front & de- 
tachable hood. BEARS, BILLS, BENGALS, 49ers, 
BROWNS, CHIEFS, COWBOYS, DOLPHINS, 
EAGLES, FALCONS, GIANTS, LIONS, PACKERS, 
RAIDERS, REDSKINS, STEELERS. Item FBK 
S(36), M(38-40), L(42-44),XL(46-48) $109.95 


B) OFFICIAL NEL PARKA by Starter. This is the 
parka worn on the sidelines, Quill lining, team logo on 
front & team name on back, Full zipper front with snaps 
and bottom side zippers, Drawstring hood. Authentic 
Pro Line Quality. Most teams in stock for NFL-MLB- 
NHL-NCAA-NBA. Item FPA: S,M,L,XL $119.95; XXL 
$129.95, Childs (NFL only): S(B), M(12), L(16), XL(20) $89.95 
BLACK PRO LINE PARKA with Back Patch Same 
features as above, with age team logo on back. BILLS, 
CHIEFS, COWBOYS, DOLPHINS, EAGLES, 49ers, 
FALCONS, GIANTS, OILERS, PACKERS, RAIDERS, 
REDSKINS, Item FBP. S, M, L, XL.$129.95. (No Childs) 
C) AUTHENTIC NEL HELMET by Riddell can now 
be yours! Identical to the ones worn by the Pros, All 
teams available - size Large only. $189.95. Item FPH. 
C1) REPLICA NFL HELMET $74.95 Item FRH. 


1D) AUTHENTIC NFL GAME JERSEY 


@ PRO LINE | 


F) PROLINE SWEATSHIRT by Russell. This 


Wear what the Pro NFL Playors wear, 
Pre-numbered and cut large for use over 
shoulder pads, When ordering specify team 
color or white, Allteams in stock! Sizes: 
M(38-40), L(42-44), XL(46) $79.95; 
XXL, $84.95. Item FPJ. Have your jersey 
customized oxactly as the Pros with any 
name on name plate. Add $16.95. Allow 
4-6 weeks for delivery. Sorry, customized 
items are not returnable. 

E) PRO STARTER JACKET Durable 
STARTER satin twill with quilted lining and 
snap front. A favorite among NFL coaches 
giyents All teams in stock for all sports. 
S,M, L, XL: $84.95 (49ers $109.95; in- 
cludes team name across back). Item FPK. 
Team name on back of any jacket, add $25, 
‘Add $10 for any name embroidered in 

script on front left chest, 

Sorty, customized items are not roturnable, 


* Use this form or one of your own. 


heavy-duty sweatshirt will give you the same high 
performance as it doos the Pros. Cowboys, 49ers, 
Bears, Browns, Dolphins, Eagles, Giants, Falcons, 
Packers, Raidors, Redskins, Saints, Stoolers, 
Sizes: M, L, XL $32.95; XXL $39.95; Item FRS 


G) PRO LINE T-SHIRT by Bike. Same heavy 
weight t-shirt the Pros wear. All NFL teams! 
Sizes: M, L, XL $16.95; XXL $21.95. Item FPT 


1) PRO LINE NFL CAP 100% Wool cap has 
team namo & logo embroidered on front, 
Adjustable. $19.95 each, Item FPC, 
2) COTTON TWILL Cap $12,95, Item FCC; 
3) NFL WOOL STARTER CAP $17.95, Itom FWC; 
4) BLACK ZUBAZ CAP $14.95, Item FBZ; 
5) NEW ERA NFL CAP $17.95, Itom FLC. 

All Caps Adjustable, 
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NEL officials appear to be whistling in the dark; 
training, rating and assigning are under scrutiny 


By MICHAEL BRADLEY 
Free-lance writer 


normal Sunday in the National 

Football League. Teams won and 
lost. Players succeeded and failed. And 
coaches, players, fans and media 
howled at the officials. 

Ho-hum. Happens every week. 

But this wasn’t your ordinary, three- 
blind-mice stuff. The critics had a good 
case. And in Week 12 of the 1991 season, 
the NFL acknowledged that everyone 
was right. The officials had blown it. 
They were indeed out to lunch. 

Jimmy Johnson was not fined a 
penny for blasting the zebras following 
Dallas’ 22-9 loss to the New York Gi- 
ants. And league Commissioner Paul 
Tagliabue admitted that referee Bob 
McElwee had fouled up a key call in the 
Kansas City-Denver game, costing the 
Chiefs a chance at victory. Why not 
make their phone numbers public, too, 
guys? 

“There were several highlights dur- 
ing the 12th weekend,” said Joe 
Browne, the NFL's vice president of 
communications, on the Day After 


L ast November 17 was just another 
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“Unfortunately, this one Sunday, the of- 
ficiating was not one of them.” 

Let's take it one step further. Of- 
ficiating during the 1991 season was, ac- 
cording to most observers, haphazard 
at best. Officials seemed to make mis- 
take after mistake on important calls, 
but they were vigilant in enforcing the 
NFL's new no-celebration rule. Watch- 
ing over the mayhem like some Big 
Brother in an easy chair was instant re- 
play, which slowed games and gener- 
ally irritated everybody. 

When compared to their counter- 
parts in baseball and basketball, NFL 
officials didn't pass muster. Barely a 
week went by without an outcry of 
some sort—from the usual “We wuz 
robbed” variety to outright character 
assassination and pleas for reform. 

Sam Wyche, then coach of the Cincin- 
nati Bengals, made headlines when he 
blasted officials for missing two blatant 
late hits committed by Washington ina 
Week 4 Bengals loss. Wyche was simi- 
larly livid after a variety of mistakes 
two weeks later in a close loss to Se- 
attle. Some of Wyche’s outbursts can be 
dismissed as the rantings of a coach in 
the midst of a 3-13 season, but the man 
made some good points, too. 
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The Chiefs had problems in their first 
game against the Broncos, a contro- 
versy-filled 19-16 Denver victory. After- 
ward, Kansas City General Manager 
Carl Peterson ripped instant replay. “I 
think we're getting to a situation where 
we're letting instant replay run the 
game,” said Peterson, angered over 
two replay reversals that proved costly 
to his Chiefs. 

The owners have finally had enough 
of instant replay. They voted it out dur- 
ing the winter, but it could be resur- 
rected by future generations. But what 
about the officials themselves? Nearly 
all of them are back this season, And 
they'll receive the same training and 
evaluation this year that they did in '91. 
That could mean more of the same 
problems in the fall. 

Think the officials are well-prepared 
to work NFL games every Sunday? “If I 
answered that one honestly, I'd get ina 
lot of trouble,” Browns Coach Bill Beli- 
chick said. Fair enough, coach. 

The aforementioned Week 12 was 
just another in the continuing parade of 
officiating problems for the league 
throughout the '91 season. When John- 
son was permitted to rip the men in 
stripes and Tagliabue practically apolo- 


gized to the Chiefs, every official in the 
league had to cringe. They had been ex- 
posed—by their own people. 

Johnson lost his cool after head lines- 
man Dave Anderson deprived the Cow- 
boys of a great defensive play by calling 
linebacker Dixon Edwards for defen- 
sive holding on Maurice Carthon. On 
second down from the Cowboys’ 3-yard 
line, Giants quarterback Jeff Hostetler 
rolled right and started to run, with 
Carthon setting up to block for him on 
the goal line. Edwards tried to shuck 
the block, and Anderson—to the amaze- 
ment of many—called him for holding 
as Hostetler was being sacked. Now it 
was first and goal from the 1, not third 
down from the 10, Rodney Hampton 
scored on the next play. 

Sure, the Giants still won handily, but 
Johnson appeared dead right when he 
railed against the officials afterward. 
“It was the worst-officiated game I 
ever, ever, ever saw in my life,” he 
said, 

Meanwhile, in Kansas City, the 
Chiefs got a double-dose of officiating 
medicine. Denver scored its second 
touchdown of the game when quarter- 
back John Elway appeared to cross the 
line of scrimmage before tossing a 29- 
yard scoring pass to Mark Jackson, 
Then, with time running out and the 
Chiefs driving sans timeouts, Mark Vla- 
sic completed a five-yard pass to Robb 
Thomas, who was injured on the play. 

NFL rules stipulate that 10 seconds 
must be removed from the clock when 
offensive players are hurt in a game's 
final two minutes, so the Arrowhead 
Stadium clock operator complied, But 
McElwee, a 17-year NFL veteran, 
didn’t notice that, and he ordered an- 
other 10 seconds removed. Vlasic con- 
nected with Emile Harry on a pass to 
the Bronco 31, but time ran out before 
another play could be called. 

“No one who plays or refs doesn't 
make mistakes,” McElwee said. “But if 
you don’t do a good job, they fire you.” 

Not always. Sometimes you are re- 
warded. McElwee was chosen to ref- 
eree January’s NFC championship 
game between Washington and De- 
troit—a merit selection. 

The 1991 season was filled with 
enough incidents and outrages to war- 
rant the NFL to reconsider its proce- 
dures for training, rating and assigning 
its officials—or so it seemed. But don't 
expect any changes. The one action 
taken—instant replay’s departure— 
was effected by the owners. Little was 
done to address the other concerns. 

Players and coaches want full-time 
officials. They want training methods 
that don't rely almost totally on video- 
tape. And they want a grading system 
that isn’t weighted in favor of blatant, 
easy-to-call infractions and away from 
tougher, often more-important judg- 


What's the call? Referce Johnny Grier 
(monber 23) confers with a colleague 
during a Raiders-Falcons game in 1991. 


ment calls. Maybe Santa Claus will 
grant their wishes. The league doesn’t 
seem so inclined. 

“I'm for anything that helps improve 
the quality of officiating,” Belichick 
said. 

How upset is everyone? Take a look 
at the list of NFL coaches and execu- 
tives who wouldn't comment for this 
story. Tampa Bay's Wyche, exiled from 
Cincinnati after last season and a regu- 
lar on the bash patrol in ‘91, chose to re- 
main mum, Atlanta's Jerry Glanville, 
also outspoken last year, declined. Phil- 
adelphia’s Rich Kotite? Nope. Detroit's 
Wayne Fontes? No, thank you, Even 


New Orleans General Manager Jim 
Finks, the godfather of the dearly de- 
parted instant-replay system, decided 
to remain silent, 

They're obviously afraid of fines and 
other retribution from NFL Central in 
New York for giving their opinions. 
Who can blame them? No team wants 
trouble with the cops. Those who did 
offer their views empathized with the 
truly difficult job officials have to do. 
But they certainly wanted to see some 
improvement in the consistency of calls 
and the officials’ overall knowledge of 
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the game itself—not just the rules. 

“I think they do the best they can,” 
Eagles All-Pro linebacker Seth Joyner 
said. “It’s not a full-time job, and they 
don't have a complete interpretation of 
what every offense and defense in the 
league is all about. With what they have 
and with what little knowledge they 
have, they do the best they can.” 

Hardly a ringing endorsement. But 
that's the state of officiating in the NFL 
today. While the league boasts about its 
methods of training and monitoring of- 
ficials, players and coaches yell for 
more. And 1991 proved that maybe the 
coaches and players aren't just moan- 
ing like they always have. Maybe this 
time, they have a point. 

“You just want fairness; you just 
want consistency,” Joyner said. “Make 
things consistent all the way along.” 

ee” e 

“Officiating is the closest thing to 
Playing,” said Bill Lovett, who played 
fullback at Maryland and rushed for 
nearly 1,000 yards as a senior in 1968. “I 
have the same feeling before a game I 
officiate as when I played.” 


A lot of guys like Lovett become NFL 
officials. Most played college ball but 
weren't good enough for the profes- 
sional ranks. Because they loved the 
game, they wanted to stay involved. So, 
they took up officiating on the side, 
doing high school games for a little 
extra money and an opportunity to be 
around football. 

Like most NFL officials, Lovett 
didn’t begin officiating with the goal of 
making it to the NFL. “I thought it was 
too political,” he said. He wanted to call 
major-college games and someday of- 
ficiate on New Year's Day in the Or- 
ange Bowl. When he found out the 
league chose its newcomers by merit, 
not politics, he applied. And waited. In 
1990, he got his break. 

The NFL maintains a current file of 


The league's 15-person scouting 
staff—comprised mostly of retired pro 
officials—keeps an active watch on the 


Allthe angles: With instant replay now history, the two-heads-are-better-than-one 


theory—as exhibited by 
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Stan Kemp (below, left) and Mark Balte—may be in vogue in 92. 
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top 125 or so candidates, evaluating 
their performances three times over a 
three-year period. Those rated highest 
become finalists. They are then 
checked for physical, mental and finan- 
cial health, to make sure they can han- 
dle the work and are not susceptible to 
any foul play—i.e., bribes from gam- 
blers. There is the requisite interview 
process and, each February, a few are 
selected. 

Three officials will make their debuts 
this season, Nine newcomers were cho- 
sen for 1991, an unusually high number, 
according to Jerry Seeman, NFL direc- 
tor of officiating. They'll fill spots in the 
league's 15 seven-man crews, replacing 
retired or banished officials. “We want 
them to come into the league quietly 
and leave quietly,” Seeman said. Once 
in, new officials begin their training. 

The NFL maintains that its methods 
of training and educating officials are 
the most sophisticated and rigorous in 
organized sport. And when it comes to 
the rules of the game and the actual 
mechanics of being an official, the 
league probably is right. 

“Most of the official's job is based on 
judgment,” said Stan Javie, a longtime 
NFL back judge who retired a decade 
ago. “If you don’t have a good knowl- 
edge of the rules, your judgment will be 
affected. Of course, you do have to have 
some natural talent. 

“If two guys collide, you know there's 

some interference. That's the easy part 
of it. In other situations, there can be 
many different complications involved. 
When you know the rules better, you 
can make better judgments in those sit- 
uations.” 
Officials must take two off-season 
rules tests, along with an annual physi- 
cal and stress test. They also are 
briefed on any new rules that were 
passed during the off-season—the “no- 
celebration rule” was a favorite in 1991. 
There also is a rules test every week 
during the season that officiating crews 
review the day before a game. The of- 
ficials know the rules, all right. 

“You have to know the difference be- 
tween the rule in the rule book and the 
rule on the field,” Lovett said. “You 
could get a 100 on each exam and be the 
worst official, because you don’t know 
how to interpret a rule on the field.” 
Each spring, Seeman and his staff 
distribute videotapes that include every 
call made by each official the previous 
season, They also assemble a greatest 
hits package by position (back judge, 
side judge, etc.). “That's the off-season 
training,” Seeman said. 

The officials spend little, if any, time 
learning about the game itself. They 
aren't tested on the basics of the no- 
huddle offense or the weak-side guard's 
responsibilities on the counter-trey. 
Pete Liske, a former NFL and Cana- 
dian Football League quarterback and 
an NFL back judge from 1983-89, re- 
members very little emphasis being 
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Youngster or 


adult...we havea ~“ 


game for you! 


4-3, 3-4, nickel defense, or whatever, if 
thal’s your bag, Strat-O-Matic is for you 
Yes, you can actually set up these and 
countless other defenses to battle pro 
football's varied offense formations 
including full house backfield, 4 wide 
receiver or 2 tight end alignments, Strat-O- 
Matic actually combines unbelievable 
coaching strategy with the amazing talents 
of 1000 NFL football players who perform 
according to their actual abilities. Both the 
stars and second stringers {rom all 28 NFL 
teams will pass, run, kick and play defense 
for you. 

Each player's strengths and 
weaknesses are measured in STRAT-O- 
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mail in coupon found at right, for retail 
listings and a free brochure. New York 
residents, please reply by mail or call toll 
number 516-671-6566, Canada, Alaska 
and Hawaii, please reply by mail. 
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STRAT-O-MATIC 
ALWAYS 2 GAMES IN ONE 
AN OPTIONAL THIRD 
NOW AVAILABLE 


Coaching, individual player abilities and 
team concept are all blended into our 
thrilling Advanced football creation. But if 
you prefer a simpler game with just player 
abilities involved and a minimal amount of 
strategy - our Basic version is for you. 
There is no need to purchase either version 
separately, as all game parts and 
instructions for both versions are included 
in our famous football game. For the "super 
fanatics" who crave a visual game board 
replica that allows you to do almost 
anything, our optional "Super Fanatical” 
rules and game parts should salisly your 
pro football craving. 


MATIC, For example, if you have a 
quarterback who can't “cut the mustard 
deep", but throws great short patterns to 
his backs, that's precisely the way he will 
react in Strat-O-Matic. If you have that big 
back on your team who has trouble running 
outside but is a powerhouse straight 
ahead, that's the way he will be in Strat-O- 
Matic. Receivers, who have limitations 
going deep but are excellent at catching 
short and medium passes, perform the 
same way in Strat-O-Matic. Defenses also 
will react precisely the same in Strat-O- 
Matic, Philadelphia, led by their All-Pro 
front four, will be devastating against both 
the run and the pass, 
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placed on learning about the game of 
football, 

“T can't tell you how much time we 
spent talking about plays that could 
never happen,” Liske said. “They try to 
stump you with a question about a play 
where six different things happened, 
then they would ask what you would pe- 
nalize. 

“But they wouldn't keep up on the 
game. When teams started using for- 
mations with three receivers on one 
side running screens for each other, the 
refs would call them picks. They 
weren't really picking, because they 
weren't hitting anyone.” 

Newcomers and other young officials 
get extra work as part of the World 
League of American Football's 42-man 
officiating roster. And each July, all of- 
ficials attend two-day clinics to bone up 
on rules and general officiating know- 
how. That is the only in-person training 
all season, The NFL thinks it's enough. 

“The caliber of officiating is much 
better than when I was a ref (1959-67),” 
said Art McNally, supervisor of of- 
ficials for the WLAF and Seeman'’s pre- 
decessor with the NFL. “There was no 
feedback then, You had to blow a ball 
game wide open before you heard from 
someone. Now they are constantly 
trained and evaluated, It’s almost a sci- 
ence.” 

The NFL dispatches officials to the 
annual coaches’ meetings and to train- 
ing camps every summer, ostensibly to 
develop better relations with coaches 
and players. Butit doesn't always work. 
Belichick remembers the coaches ask- 
ing officials prior to the 1991 season to 
call things tighter in exhibition games 
so coaches could stop players from 
breaking the rules early on, The NFL 
refused, arguing that too many penal- 
ties would make the boring preseason 
affairs even more tedious, “In my opin- 
ion, nothing beneficial came out of that 
meeting,” Belichick said. So much for 
public relations, 

Once the regular season starts, of- 
ficials get their assignments early in 
the week and fly to their game sites on 
Saturday mornings. When they get to 
their hotels, they find a videotape of the 
Previous week's game, with a written 
evaluation from the league office. The 
crew meets for a few hours to review 
the tape and discuss the rules exam 
provided by Seeman et al., along witha 
training video of calls made league- 
wide the week before. 
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“We never spent one minute talking 
about offensive and defensive 
schemes,” Liske said. “We never spent 
any time reviewing film looking at a 
pass rush and what the linemen were 
trying to do or what a certain pass pat- 
tern was trying to accomplish.” 

Since he has to focus on the quarter- 
back in his responsibilities as a back 
judge, Lovett pays attention to which 
quarterbacks he'll be seeing, but he ac- 
knowledges spending the bulk of his 
time reviewing the tape from last 
week's game, 

On Sunday, the crew works the 
game, They scatter to their homes im- 
mediately afterward and have little 
contact with the league—other than an 
occasional phone call—until the next 
Saturday. Most officials will get a copy 
of the game tape on their own to review 
throughout the week, But there is no 
midweek instruction. No practice. Just 
that videotape waiting, Mission Impos- 
sible-style, in a hotel the next Saturday. 
Officials are left to interpret the evalu- 
ations by themselves, with no real con- 
tact with New York unless they have 
made a serious error, 

“The reason I stopped officiating is 
because we were so poorly trained, and 
I would see the same mistakes made 
over and over,” Liske said. “Officials 
are a great bunch of guys who would 
love to get better. But they are taught 
horribly.” 

Of course, Seeman and McNally dis- 
agree. They point to the great strides 
made in video technology and the abil- 
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ity the league has to pinpoint mistakes 
or good plays and distribute them on 
tape to their crews, 

Seeman maintains that solid judg- 
ment is the main criterion for a good of- 
ficial. “Even if you work 365 days a 
year, you can't change how you would 
make a judgment on a certain play,” he 
said, Really? 

“You have to know what a trap block 
is to know whether it’s legal,” Liske 
said. “Jerry never had a playing back- 
ground. He's bookish. He’s a great ad- 
ministrator, but as far as learning 
about the game, he doesn’t know it.” 

While the officials impose their judg- 
ments on NFL games, Seeman and his 
staff are judging the officials. Grades 
are given each week, with the top-rated 
performers assigned to work playoff 
games and Super Bowls. Officials who 
get consistent low ratings are asked to 
find a new weekend avocation. Though 
Seeman and McNally didn't want to de- 
scribe the actual scoring system, cur- 
rent and former officials offered some 
insights. One thing became clear: The 
more calls made, the better. 

“As long as refs can defend a foul or 
call, they’re OK,” Liske said. “I can re- 
member people in the locker room be- 
fore a game saying, ‘If I can get five 
good, solid holding calls today, my 
grades will go up.’ Nobody knows things 
like that, and the NFL would never 
admit it.” 

Calls like holding, offside, procedure 
and the like carry grades from one to 
seven. Miss a blatant offside penalty, 
and you'll be docked four or five points. 
Naila holding infraction, and it could be 
plus-five. But tougher calls, like the 
two-feet-in-bounds rule on pass recep- 
tions and other quick, tough calls, carry 
only a plus/minus score. Miss one, and 
an official gets a minus mark, which 
can have an insignificant effect on a 
week's grade. 

“People are definitely conscious of 
their grades. That's what determines 
who gets playoff games,” Lovett said. 
“There should be more balance on the 
way they grade the tough calls.” 

* * * 

Ask a coach or player what he really 
wants from officials, and the answer is 
the same: Consistency. If they call a 
hold in September, call it in December. 
If the rules stay the same, everyone 
will work within them. 

Unfortunately, utopia doesn't exist in 
the NFL. 

For 12 weeks of the 1991 season, the 
Cleveland Browns’ punting unit lined 
up the same way—with no problems. 
The following week, the group was 
whistled for a penalty for being too far 
off the ball. 

“OK, maybe we were too far off the 
ball,” Belichick said. “But what about 
the other 12 weeks?" 

The special-teams players weren't 
the only Browns who had problems 
with the consistency of calls. Cleveland 
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quarterback Bernie Kosar was nailed 
three times during the season for alter- 
ing his signal cadence in an attempt to 
draw the opposing defense offside. 
Again, Belichick wonders why Kosar 
was penalized at certain times, yet left 
alone at others, 

Of course, every coach and player 
has a gripe with the officials. On most 
penalties, one team will be happy, while 
the other will argue and complain. 
That's expected. But Belichick’s point 
about consistency isn't out of frustra- 


tion from a single call or one game. He's 
upset at the disparity between officiat- 
ing crew A and crew B. And he’s not 
alone. 

“There is definitely a level of incon- 
sistency among officials,” Eagles safe- 
ty Andre Waters said. “You're dealing 
with different crews, and maybe we 
should have officials work full-time, so 
they don’t do anything but study day in 
and day out and look at films. 

“I think they meet once a week to 
look at films, and they need to look at 
films more than that. Players have to 
study other teams more than once a 
week.” 

Every time the question of improving 
officiating is raised, the first solution 
offered is full e personnel, Baseball 
umpires do nothing else besides call 
balls and strikes and monitor the bases, 
and NBA referees are on the league 
payroll 12 months a year. So, why can't 
the NFL hire its policemen on a full- 
time basis? They would be available for 
training year-round and could review 
their in-season performances with 


Critical view: The NFL's fraternity of officials is, according to a former back judge, made 
up of “a great bunch of guys who would love to get better. But they are taught horribly.” 
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league supervisors each week, instead 
of merely watching videotapes. 

“We did a survey of all officials a few 
years ago and asked them if they want- 
ed to go full-time,” McNally said, “Sixty 
percent said they couldn't do it, because 
they'd have to give up their job and 
home. The 40 percent that said yes were 
mostly young officials who weren't that 
well-established.” 

The league has some convincing ar- 
guments against full-time offi- 
cials—money, logistics, quality, bore- 
dom. The money question works both 
ways. The NFL pays first-year officials 
$650 per game, plus expenses, with 10- 
year vets getting $1,425 and expenses, 
Over a 16-game season, that doesn't 
amount to a very large salary, If the 
league hired 105 officials year-round, 
the payroll would soar. Given the ro- 
bust financial health of the NFL, that 
wouldn't be such a crippling situation, 
but with TV rights fees predicted to 
shrink, you never know. 

“Right now, we have dedicated peo- 
ple,” Seeman said. “There would be a 
dramatic increase in cost to have them 
work full-time. And they would all have 
to move to New York or to regional 
training centers around the country.” 

Seeman, Tagliabue and the NFL ac- 
countants wouldn't be the only ones in- 
convenienced by a move to full-time of- 
ficials. The officials themselves would 
lose money—a lot of it. Most of them 
are in their 40s and 50s and are success- 
ful in various businesses. McElwee is 
the president of a water filtration plant 
construction company and takes home 
a good salary, while Lovett runs a fi- 
nancial services firm and is similarly 
comfortable. For them, officiating is a 
weekend diversion, a chance to be in- 
volved in football. It doesn’t pay the 
bills, 
‘Most officials would have to give it 
up if the job went full-time, unless they 
were financially independent or near- 
ing early retirement,” Lovett said. 
“And what would they do during the 
week? In baseball, there are so many 
games each week that it is a full-year 
job. 

Lovett makes a good point. The NFL 
season extends from July to January, 
and outside of the World League, there 
is little to do during the off-season. Of 
course, the officials could find seasonal 
work as consultants or salesmen, but 
the off-season isn’t the main concern, 
After all, the players also have to fill 
their time off. The in-season benefits to 
the game would overshadow any bore- 
dom factor. 

Full-time officials could study their 
own performances, learn more about 
the teams they'll be seeing in upcoming 
games and practice positioning, team- 
work and communication. 

“Officiating is so important to the 
game,” Belichick said. “Half the games 
are decided by seven points or less, and 
a quarter are decided by three or less. 
They should work their jobs seven days 
a week, just like coaches and players.” 


The NFL also could expand its meth- 
od of training and evaluating. Let 
former line judges work with the line 
judges. Back judges with back judges. 
In other words, just like the NFL 
teams, which have coaches for line- 
men, backs, etc. McNally asserts that it 
takes seven hours to grade a film prop- 
erly, and that back-judge supervisors 
would have to look at 12 games a week. 
“From a physical standpoint, it 
wouldn’t work,” he said. So, hire a few 
supervisors per position. And with just 
one position to grade per game, instead 
of seven, the time required to review a 
tape would drop. 

The major downside to full-time of- 
ficials would be the exodus of the veter- 
ans who choose to stay put in their jobs 
and current residences. It might take a 
few years to rebuild and train a staff of 
competent officials, and the game itself 
could suffer. 

So, maybe compromise is the an- 
swer. 

Liske recommends making one 
member of each crew a full-time of- 
ficial. He could meet with the supervi- 
sors in New York each week and bring 
instruction and information back to his 
fellow crew members, By having repre- 
sentatives from all the crews meet 
every week, a better sense of consis- 
tency could be fostered leaguewide. 
“That would be much better than a 
sheet of paper in a film box,” Liske ar- 
gued. 


Solving instant replay isn’t as easy. 
Ditched by owners after a '91 season of 
delays and more delays, replay will be 
reassessed by the league this season. It 
may return in its original form for 1993, 
and it could come back as a hybrid, 
used only to determine whether two 
feet were in bounds on a reception or if 
the ground did indeed cause the fumble. 

Seeman reports that there were 90 re- 
versals courtesy of replay last year, 
and you can bet that teams and fans 
will pine for the old days this season due 
to a bad call that could have been over- 
turned. 

As for the players, the reaction is 
mixed. Some hate the delays, Others 
figure the officials should be allowed to 
be human, just like the players and 
coaches, 

“It was obvious how much instant re- 
play was controlling the tempo of the 
game,” Joyner said. “A team could be 
on a drive, and all of a sudden, they had 
to review a play. That would take two 
or three minutes, and the team would 
lose its momentum, 

“Things like that work to a disadvan- 
tage to the players, and I think, for the 
most part, most of the players would 
rather not have instant replay.” 

Joyner’s teammate, tackle Ron 
Heller, disagrees. 

“T like instant replay,” Heller said. “I 
know for a fact there have been times 
where I've been involved in a play, and 
a coach asks, ‘What happened?’ I'll 


swear it happened a certain way, and 
I'll see a film later, and it didn’t happen 
that way. 

“So, fora ref to have to make the cor- 
rect decision every play is very hard. 
They're only human, and instant replay 
gives them a chance to make the game 
fair.” 

No matter what Heller and Joyner 
think, instant replay is gone this sea- 
son. But the officials aren't. They'll be 
back on the fields, making quick calls 
and preserving the rules. And more 
than 90 percent of the time, they'll be 
right. But some Sunday, there will be a 
mistake—or two—and everyone will 
start yelling again. They'll want differ- 
ent training methods. Or full-time pro- 
fessionals. And like they have since 
football was invented, the officials will 
take the heat and show up again the 
next Sunday. 

“We're part of the game,” McElwee 
said, “We have to keep working to try to 
get better. The average fan sees every- 
thing we do in slow motion five seconds 
after it happens. 

“If you've attained this level, you live 
this stuff. You'd be amazed how much 
time I spend in March, April and May 
talking about this. We live this, and we 
want to get better.” 

Talking is great. So are videotapes. 
But more can be done. Ask anybody. 
Coach Johnson? Mr. Peterson? Speak 
up. The NFL is listening. Maybe they'll 
do something, too. @ 
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Winner of statistical triple crown, Eagles’ defense 
even makes.afew.enemies in own locker room 


By PHIL ANASTASIA 
Camden Courier-Post 


t's halftime of the Philadelphia Ea- 
] gles’ final game of the 1991 season. 

The Eagles are losing, 13-7, to the 
Washington Redskins, but that’s not the 
worst of it. 

The really bad news for Philadelphia 
is that winning doesn’t matter. The Ea- 
gles can beat the’Redskins on this cold 
December day»in Veterans Stadium, 
but they still won't qualify for the Na- 
tional Football League playoffs because 
of their 9-6 record. 

So, the Eagles stagger off the field'to~ 
ward their locker room. They look beat- 
en. Their offense is going nowhere. 
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Their only points are courtesy ofan in- 
terception return fora touchdown, 

Inside the locker.room, the frustra- 
tion and competitive fire that have been 
coursing through Pro Bow! linebacker 
Seth Joyner rise to the surface. “Block 
somebody!” Joyner shouted at his. 
teammates on the offensive line, “Grab 
them, hold them, do something!” 

It is an unbelievable scene. Joyner 
names names. He points fingers. Team- 
mates yell back, 

Joyner's prodding must haveworked, 
because the Eagles went out and domi- 
nated the second half, Their line pro- 
tected quarterback Jeff Kemp. They 
Tan the football. They beat the Red- 
skins, 24-22, on a last-second field goal. 

“T thought they needed somebody to 
light a fire under their behinds,” Joyner 
said of his verbal attack on the team’s 
blockers. “They're very upset with mey 
But I'll be honest with you; I could care 
less. I really don't give a damn.” 

That's Joyner. And that's the Eagles’ 
defense, a group that’s mean enough to 
make enemies in its own locker room. 

Talent and temperament, focus and 
frustration, circumstances and timing 
all combined to turn the 1991 Philadel- 
phia defense into one of the most impos- 
ing and interesting groups to play to- 
gether in the NFL in recent years. 

Despite coaching changes, injury 
Problems, struggling special-team 
units and an impotent offense, the Ea- 
gles’ defense won the statistical triple 
crown in 1991, ranking No. 1 in overall 
defense (221.8 yards per game allowed), 
rushing defense(71 yards) and passing 
defense (150.8). 

In a'season in which the Philadelphia 
offense ranked 25th in the league in 
yards gainedy tied for:second/in give- 
aways and watched star quarterback 
Randall Cunningham stand on the side- 
lines with an injured knee, the Eagles’ 
defense almost single-handedly led the 
team to 10 victories and the brink of a 
Playoff berth. But the team’s 10-6 
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record wasn't good enough to qualify 
for the postseason because of a tie- 
breaker. 

“I never thought I'd ever see it hap- 
pen,” said Bud Carson, Philadelphia's 
defensive coordinator and secondary 
‘coach, of hisiteam’s No. 1 ranking in the 
Jeague'’s top three defensive categories. 
“Now, I don’t think I'll ever see it hap- 
pen again.” 

The Eagles’ rare defensive hat trick 
has happened only five times in league 
history. The last time was in 1975, when 
the Minnesota Vikings accomplished 
the feat. Indeed, the Philadelphia de- 
fense enjoyed a remarkable season, 
made all the more memorable by.the 
circumstances that were beyond the 
defense's control. Unlike other great 
defenses of recent times, the Eagles’ 
squad was largely on its own. 

The Pittsburgh Steelers’ defense of 
the 1970s,had more than a great nick- 
name (The Steel Curtain). It also had 
the help of a great offense. 

The 1985 Chicago Bears had more. 
than the innovation and intimidation of 
the ‘46" defense. They also had a run- 
ning back named Walter Payton, 

The Miami Dolphins’ "No-Name” de- 
fense of the early)1970s had more than 
guts and guile. It also had the support of 
the league's best running game. 

The 1991,Philadelphia defense was 
blessed,with no such luxuries, It lacked 
a catchy nickname and something 
much more important—consistent help 
from its offense. 

“When you talk about other great de- 
fenses, they also had dominating of- 
fenses,” Joyner said. “There was real 
balance from that standpoint, Look at 
Pittsburgh and the Steel.Curtain. Look 
at the guys they had on offense.” 

Pittsburgh won four Super Bowls 
over. asix-year period (1975, '76, '79, '80) 
in large part because of its dominating 
defense. But the Steelers also had 
Terry Bradshaw at quarterback, Lynn 
Swann and John Stallworth at wide re- 
ceiver and Franco Harris at running 
back. 

The 1985 Bears, who beat New Eng- 
land in Super Bowl XX en route to an 18- 


1 mark, fielded the most ferocious de- 
fense of the decade. But that team ben- 
efited from the presence of Payton, the 
game's all-time leading rusher, as well 
as a high-quality offensive line and a 
young quarterback named Jim»Mc- 
Mahon. 

Miami went undefeatedyin 1972 with 
the No-Name defense, capping a 17-0 
season with a win over Washington.in 
Super Bowl VII. But those Dolphins fea- 
tured two 1,000-yard rushers:in Larry 
Csonka and Mercury Morris) 

“When you start comparing great de- 
fenses, you usually forget what kind of 
offense they had,” Eagles safety Andre 
Waters said, “But'that’s so important as 
far as resting the defense or helping 
with field position. It goes hand-in- 
hand.” 

Even without Cunningham, who was 
lost, for the season when he suffered a 
left kneejinjury at Green Bay. in the sec- 
ond quarter of the first. game of the sea- 
‘son, the Philadelphia offense played a 
part in the team’s surprising success in 
1991. 

There was quality play from wide re- 
ceiver Fred Barnett, an emerging star, 
as wellas from tightend Keith Jackson 
and*running back Keith Byars. There 
was,leadership from McMahon, the 32- 
year-old. reserve quarterback whose 
deft’ passing touch and pain tolerance 
helped rally the team from a 3-5 mid- 
season record to seven wins in its last 
eight games. 

But the Philadelphia offense still 
gained fewer yards than all but three 
NFLeteams, committed 43 turnovers 
and.scored'the same number of touch- 
downs (three) inthe first quarter as the 
defense. 

In 16 games, the Eagles rushed for 
100 yards just five times. Their leading 
rusher, rookie James Joseph, gained 
just 440 yards. Such offensivedimita- 
tions made the Philadelphia defenders 
realize that they had to takecontrol and 
set the pace during the course ofthe '91 
season. 

“The only people we can depend on is 
ourselves,” said Reggie White, the Ea- 
gles’ Pro Bowl defensive end. “That's 
nothing against the offense. But we feel 
like we have to set the tempo for every 
game. We're the ones that have to make 
things happen.” 

Said defensive tackle Mike Golic: 
“We like the idea of not having to rely 


on anybody else. We'll take all the help 
we can get, but we like to think thatwe 
don’t need it. We go intovevéry game 
thinking the same Way: We're going to 
control the game and we're going to win 
the game.” 

Tf the Philadelphia defenders had not 
harbored that type of attitude in 1991, 
the team never would have been in 
playoff contention. 

Consider the quarterback situation. 
Cunningham, a three-time Pro Bow! 
player, missed almost the entire sea- 
son. McMahon missed four full games, 
and parts of four others with injuries. 
Brad Goebel, a rookie free agent, start- 
ed two games in) midseason. And the 
roster,of.Philadelphia quarterbacks 
who played in games didn’t end there. 
Kemp and Pat Ryan also saw action. 
The Eagles also dressed David Archer 
for two games. Several other quarter- 
backs were worked out during the sea- 
son but not offered contracts. 

“Things forced us to become a great 
defense,” Waters said. “When Randall 
went down it was like, ‘OK, we all have 
to pick it up a notch.’ Then Jim went 
down, and we just increased our inten- 
sity. 

“Not that we wouldn't have had a 
great defense anyway. We would have. 
But we know we haven't been able to let 
up. We started games and we finished 
games.” 

Joyner, a brooding, introspective ath- 
lete who serves as the conscience of the 
team, believes that the fire of adversity 
forged a stronger, fiercer defense. 

“I really believe that,” Joyner said. 
“When Randall went down, we knew we 
had to pick up the tempo. Then when 
Jim went down, we picked it up again. 
Thevextra pressure, the extra responsi- 
bility, made usa better defense.” 

Said cornerback Eric Allen: “We set 
goals béfore the season started, before 
Randall got hurt, that we wanted to be 
the bestein the league. That didn't 
changé when Randall got hurt. But I 
think our intensity increased, and so 
did our concentration.” 

Another remarkable aspect of the 
Eagles’ defensive performance in 1991 
was the state of the team following the 
1990 season. This was an angry, con- 


“Do something!” Standout linebacker 
Seth Joyner pleads for the Eagles’ offensive 
unit to hold up its end of the bargain. 


fused squad following the dismissal of 
Buddy Ryan, who was an extremely 
popular head coach withthe defensive 
players. 

But the defense rallied around Car- 
son, a white-haired, Gl-year-old coach- 
ing veteran who was hired after the '90 
season. Carson. madeonly slight adjust- 
ments to Ryan’s defensive system and 
appealed to his-players’ professional- 
ism, 

That’s where players such as Joyner 
and safeties Waters and Wes Hopkins 
stepped in. All three are known for 
their tenacity on the field, but they also 
have reputations for their tireless film 
study and meticulous preparation. 

Add in White's at ne of the all- 
time greats at his position, the quiet 
fury of Pro Bow! end Clyde Simmons 
and the boisterous nature and game- 
day toughness of Pro Bowl tackle 
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Jerome Brown, and the Eagles’ defense 

iS @/ powerful mix.of strong personali- 
” tiesiand talented athletes. 

iis alsoowas a veteran defense filled 

4 h players who had confidence in 

themselves and. each other. Hopkins 

_ had been a starter since 1983, White 

a 1985, Waters since 1986, Joyner, 

0" 


since 1987 and Allensand linebacker 
Byron Evanssince 1988. 

“Tt helps to be part of a team that has: 
played together for so long,” Joyner 
said. “I know what my responsibilities 
are, and if I take care of my business, 
I'm doing my job. In the past we might 
have had some players worrying about 


trying to do too much, and that created — 


gaps that teams exploited. 

“Now, we know that if everyone does 
his job, the defense will have no holes.” 

How good were the Eagles in 1991? 
Besides finishing first in overall de- 
fense, pass defense and rushing de- 
fense, the Eagles also led the NFL in 
sacks (55) and tied for the league lead in 
takeaways (48). They were the first 


Surveying the situation: As Andre 


Waters it—and Reggie White 
Quanber 92) surely agrees—the defense 
picked it up a notch after quarterback 
Randall Cunningham went down 
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, Simmons and tackle Mike Pitts — 


team in almost 40 years to allow less 
than three yards per rush (2.97). They 
didn’t allow a running back or a wide re- 
ceiver to gain 100 yards ina game. 

There were periods of sheer bril- 
liance: 11 sacks against Dallas, two 
first-quarter defensive touchdowns 
against Phoenix, a dismantling of Hous- 
ton on national television. 

Tampa Bay Coach Sam Wyche, then 
with Cincinnati, said the Eagles had the 
best defense he had watched on film, 
Ever. Washington Coach Joe Gibbs said 
that “self-preservation” becomes a 
prime concern in a game against the 


Eagles. 

“They absolutely rose to new 
heights,” Eagles Coach Rich Kotite 
said. “It was a remarkable perform- 
ance given all the adversity they faced. 


But adversity only made them strong- 
er 

Statistically, the Eagles matched up 
well with the best defenses of all time. 
They also matched»up in terms of 
strengths and styles of play. 

Their front five of White, Simmons, 
Brown, Pitts.and Golic—the latter 
three rotated \at the-two tackle 
Spots—appeared) to compare favorably. 
with the Los Angeles Rams’ “Fearsome 
Foursome’’ of the 1960s and.Min- 
nesota’s “Purple People Eaters” of the 
1970s. In fact, White, Simmons and 
Brown were all selected by their peers 
to start in the Pro Bowl, marking only 
the sixth time in NFL history that one 
team had sent three or more defensive 
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linemen to the Pro Bowl. 

Their te: ity—especially in the sec- 
ondary, where Hopkins and Waters es- 
tablished themselves as two of the 
game's hardest hitters (as well as re- 
luctant contributors of $7,500 apiece to 
the NFL in fines)—rivaled that of the 
Steel Curtain. 

Their ability to make big plays, Such 
as sacks and takeaways,compared 
with the 1985 Bears: 

“The thing about this group is that 
they want to be known asione of the best 
ever to play the game,” Kotite said. 

The difference isyconsistency and 
Postseason success. The Eagles know 
they need to put together a couple more 
seasons like 1991 to merit mention with 
the best defenses of all time. More im- 
portant, they need to make some noise 
in the playoffs. Philadelphia, for all of 
its statistical accomplishments, hasn't 
won a playoff game since the 1980 sea- 
son, when it advanced to Super Bowl 
XV and lost to the Oakland Raiders. 

In 1 with Cunningham scheduled 
to be back in the lineup, the Eagles 
might have the offense to make a long 
run in the playoffs—and keep Joyner 
quiet at halftime. 

“We're not getting any younger,” Joy- 
ner said. “I just hope everybody real- 
izes what we have an opportunity to do. 
Tsee no reason why the defense can’t be 
just as strong again next season. But as 
a team, we have to be better. It’s time 
team to accomplish some- 
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Road to Canton Hall of Fame is full of potholes, 
such as politics, Super Bowl ties and 31 selectors 


By TOM WHEATLEY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


ow do you separate the men from 
the immortals? 


That's a question 31 writers 
and broadcasters tackle every year 
during Super Bowl week, when they 
gather to vote on the next class of in- 
ductees for the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame in Canton, 0. 

“I don't think people realize that it’s 
such a difficult chore for the writers to 
make the nominations,” said Carl Eller, 
the former Minnesota Vikings defen- 
sive end. “You can only pick seven 
guys, and you have to pick four, You 
have to have 80 percent agreement. 
That means seven ‘no’ votes can keep 
you out. 

“With such fierce competition, it re- 
ally makes it hard. I'm not knocking the 
process, It just makes it really hard to 
get in, 

Eller speaks from experience. He 
made the 15-man final round this year, 
only to be eliminated in the first round 
of the voting. 

Critics of the system have a number 
of complaints. Some of them are: 

@ That the process is too political, 
with a lot of “If you vote for my guy, I'll 
vote for yours"-type lobbying. 

@ That it’s too tied to Super Bowls, 
with good players from Super Bowl 
winners having an edge over great 
ayers who never played in the Na- 
Football League's biggest game. 


sitions (punter, place-kicker, of- 
e lineman, light end). 

@ That it’s too easy for a small group 
of voters (seven of 31) to keep outa wor- 
thy didate, And if fewer than 31 
electors show up to vote, it becomes 
even easier to block someone, 

Lem Barney, a star cornerback and 
Kick-return specialist for the Detroit 
Lions from 1967 through 1977, was a 
non-traditional inductee in 1992. He 
never played in a Super Bowl—in fact, 
the Lions played in only one postseason 
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game during Barney's career—and 
toiled at a non-glamour position, 

“Playing on a dominant team eluded 
me,” said Barney, now a Detroit busi- 
nessman, “I have no regrets, but I had 
to play for the Lions. I didn’t have a 
choice. They drafted me, and there was 
no free agency then. 

“Nobody really knows how the voting 
is done for the Hall of Fame. I don't 
think the players in (the Hall) know it, 
and the players not in there don't know 
it. 

“I think it’s just a group of guys vot- 
ing for people they like.” 

That's not far from the truth. Al- 
though the 31 selectors are provided 
with detailed statistical packages on 
each finalist for that year, a player's 
chances often hinge on other factors. 

“It doesn’t behoove me to knock the 
proce: aid Dan Dierdorf, currently 
a broadcaster for ABC and an outstand- 
ing offensive tackle for the St, Louis 
Cardinals from 1971 through ‘83, “But if 
you have just a few guys who don't like 
you, for whatever reason, you're out of 
luck,” 

Dierdorf, a finalist last winter, w 
voted down on the second ballot. 

CBS broadcaster Jack Buck, an at- 
large selector from St. Louis, supports 
the current system but is concerned 
about recent trends, particularly the 
Super Bowl factor. 

“The way it's been going, they're 
going to get all the Pittsburgh Steelers, 
all the Green Bay Packers, all the 
Miami Dolphins and all the Raiders,” 
Buck said. 

Indeed, six members of the Steeler 
teams of the 1970s, nine from the Pack- 
er teams of the ‘60s, four from the Dol- 
phins of the ‘70s and seven from the 
1960s-70s Raiders already are in the 
Hall of Fame. All were involved in some 
capacity with at least one Super Bowl, 
some as many as four. And with a maxi- 
mum of seven inductees allowed in any 
one year, some deserving players from 
not-so-great teams have been forced to 
wait 

“Teams like the Cardinals don't get 
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much (consideration), other than Larry 
Wilson (a 1978 inductee),” Buck said. 
“So guys like (Roger) Wehrli and Jack- 
ie Smith go by the wayside. Jim Hart 
doesn’t get much bump either, and he 
has numbers as good or better than Bob 
Griese, who's in.” 

Hart, whose credentials warrant 
strong Hall of Fame consideration 
(34, yards passing in 19 seasons), is 
outraged that no members of the good- 
but-not-great St. Louis teams of the 
mid-1970s are enshrined, 

“LT almost don't want to say anything, 
because I know it sounds like sour 
grapes,” said Hart, now athletic direc- 
tor at his alma mater, Southern Illinois. 
“I'm not saying I'm deserving. But I'm 
thinking there are people as deserving 
as those who are in. 

“I think of Dan Dierdorf. I think of 
Jackie Smith, I think of Roger Wehrli. 
The one common denominator of most 
of the people who have gone in lately is, 
they played in a Super Bowl, Does that 
make them a better caliber of player? 

“When we played, there wasn't a bet- 
ter cornerback than Roger Wehrli, 
Look at Jackie Smith at tight end, and 
look at his stats. Mike Ditka is a good 
friend of mine, but does he have the 
stats of Jackie Smith? Mike's in the 
all of Fame, and Jackie never even 
makes the finals, 

“And does John Hannah deserve to be 
in before Dan Dierdorf? Give me a 
break, No way he should be. And why 
will Dan be any more deserving next 
year than he is now?” 

Of course, some of the players Hart 
mentioned may be inducted into the 
Hall of Fame eventually. The problem 
is that with each passing year, their 
football accomplishments become 
more distant and their chances of in- 
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Waiting: While John Riggins (number 44) 
and Al Davis have won “Hall” induction, 
ex-Cardinal Dan Dierdorf (second from 
ight) and former Kansas City Chief Otis 
Taylor ave still on the outside looking in. 


duction more remote. No player is eli- 
gible until five years after retirement, 
but if he doesn't make it within 15 
years, his only hope is to be picked as a 
“Senior,” or “old-timer.” (The Seniors 
Committee, which selects one finalist 
each year, considers only those players 
who completed 60 percent of their play- 
ing career at least 25 years earlier, The 
1992 “old-timer,” running back Willie 
Galimore, played for Chicago from 
1957-63.) 

Howard Balzer, a writer and broad- 
caster based in St. Louis, is secretary of 
the Pro Football Writers of America. 
He also is an outspoken critic of the cur- 
rent system. 

“I can vote for the Hall of Fame in 
baseball, but not in football,” Balzer 
said. “I've always felt that baseball has 
too many voters and football too few.” 

In baseball's most recent Hall of 
Fame voting, 430 writers cast ballots. 
Two candidates (Tom Seaver and Rollie 
Fingers) got the required 75 percent 
needed for induction, Any 10-year 
member of the Baseball Writers’ As- 
sociation of America is eligible to vote. 

In contrast to baseball's clear-cut 
procedure (if you don't get 75 percent of 
the vote, you don't get in), football's is 
somewhat confusing. A preliminary list 
that might include 60 to 70 names is 
shaved down in stages. For example, 
last year's list began with 66 nam 
was pared to 14, then 10, then six and, fi- 
nally, the four inductees themselves: 
Barney, managing partner Al Davis of 
the Oakland/Los Angeles Raiders, 
former Baltimore Colts tight end John 
Mackey and former New York Jets and 
Washington Redskins fullback John 
Riggins. 
In this political year, baseball's sys- 
tem might best be described as an open 
presidential primary, football's as a 
smoke-filled room. 

One example of a deserving player 
who has been left out is Smith, a fine 
tight end who caught 480 passes in his 
career (1963-78), Mackey and Ditka are 
the only tight ends currently in the Hall. 
Smith not only has better statistics than 
them, but his yards-per-catch average 
(16.5) is better than the two wide re- 
ceivers who made the finals this year— 
Lynn Swann (16.3) and Charlie Joiner 
(16.2), 

Balzer said that when he brings up 
Smith’s name to selectors, their reac- 
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tion is, “Didn't he drop that pass in the 
Super Bowl?” 

Fourteen years ago, Smith was a 
backup player for Dallas in what would 
be his last NFL season, In the Cowboys’ 
35-31 loss to Pittsburgh in the 1979 Super 
Bowl, he dropped a pass in the end zone 
from Roger Staubach that would have 
been a touchdown. Smith slid and twist- 
ed for a ball that was low and under- 
thrown, and it bounced off his shoulder 
pad for an incomplete pass. 

“This has been brought up to me be- 
fore in other things and other areas,” 
said Smith, now a businessman in St. 
Louis. “If that’s the way the recognition 
goes in this game, if that’s what you're 
going to be judged on, then I don’t need 
to be remembered (in the Hall of 
Fame).” 

“I always thought Jackie Smith was 
the finest tight end I ever watched,” 
said John Steadman of the Baltimore 
Sun, “He played 16 years. The fact that 
he dropped one pass should have noth- 


Jim Plunkett: Longtime Raider might fall 
into that “just not good enough" category. 


ing to do with it. Anyone who's thinking 
that way is an adolescent.” 

Despite its critics, the current sys- 
tem for choosing Hall of Famers also 
has its backers, 

“I'm content with it,” said Steadman, 
a selector for 21 years. “I think the 
worst thing they can do is tamper with 
it.” 

Sports editor Larry Felser of the But- 
falo News, another 20-year selector, 
was more pointed. 

‘You're gonna get me started,” Fel- 
ser said, laughing. “Look at baseball. I 
think it’s idiotic. They just put in an- 
other umpire. They've got more um- 
Pires than managers (a slight exag- 
geration). You're telling me that Bill 
McGowan deserves to be in ahead of 
Leo Durocher?" 

True, baseball's system isn’t perfect. 
But even baseball doesn't put the pre- 
mium on postseason play that football 
does. None of baseball's three 1991 in- 
ductees (Rod Carew, Ferguson Jenkins 
and Gaylord Perry) ever played in a 
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OVERLOOKED STARS? 


Following are lists of players who may have the 
credentials for enshrinement in the Hall of Fame but 
have not yet been elected. They are grouped by 
some of the possible reasons for their non-election: 


HURT BY NOT PLAYING 
ON A SUPER BOWL WINNER? 
Ken Anderson, OB, Bengals ( 1971-86). 
A Bradley, DB, Eagles (1969-76), Cardinals 


). 
Varia Carmichael, WR, Eagles (1971-83), Cow- 
bot 1984). 
‘red Cox, K, sn (1963-77). 
Dan Dierdort, OT, Cardinals ( 1971-83), 
Carl Eller, DE, Vikings (1964-78), Seahawks 


(1979), 
es Foreman, RB, Vikings ( 1973-79), Patriots 


Randy. nit LB, Broncos ( 1974-83). 

John Hadi, QB, Chargers (1962-72), Rams 
(1973-74), Pachos Cres 75), Oilers (1976-77). 

Jim Hart, QB, Cardinals (1966-83), Redskins 


val Krause, DB, Redskins (1964-67), Vikings 


Archie Manning, 0B, Saints {ag7girs. 1977- 
2) ers (1982-83), Vikings (198-84) 
lim Marshall, DE, Browns (1960), Vikings 


~79), 
pont Nobis, LB, Falcons ( 1966-76). 
Ken Riley, 0B, Rae ge ee 
Charlie Sanders, TE, Lions (1968-77), 
Lee Roy Selmon, DE, Buccaneers (1976-84). 
Jackie Smith, TE, Cardinals ( 1963-77), Cowboys 


(1978), 
Mick Tingelholt,, Vikings ( 1962-78). 
Roger Wehr, 0B, Cardinals ( 1969-82). 
Ed While, OG/OT, kings (1969-77), Chagas 


("fon Yay, OT Vikings (196- 81),Rams (1962). 
Jack Youngblood, DE, Rams (1971-84). 


HURT BY ANTI-AFL BIAS? 
Gino Cappelletti, WA/K, Patriots ( 1960-70). 
parte aoenay QB, Bills ( 1963-66), Raiders 


Taylor, WA. Bears (1959), Broncos 
(1960-66), Oilers (1967-68). 
Otis Taylor, WR, Chiefs ( 1965-75) 
“ft Turner, K, Jets (1964-70), Broncos ( 1971- 


HURT BY ANTI-KICKER BIAS? 
(ase Wilson, P, Chiefs (1963-77), Patriots 


HURT BY OFF-FIELD PROBLEMS? 
Alex Karras, DT, Lions ( 1958-62, 1964-70). 
Gene (Big Beeb} Lipscomb, DT, Rams (1953- 
55), Colts (1956-60), Steelers ( 1961-62), 


WHAT'S THE HOLDUP? 


Jerry Kramer, 06, Packers ( 1958-68). 
barry pity 0G, Chargers (1967-68), Dolphins 


vec, 0G, Rams ( 1966-78). 
Bubba Smith, DE/OT, Colts (1967-71), Raiders 
tes 74), Oilers ( 1975-76). 
n Stabler, OB, Raiders (1970-79), Oilers 
(1980: 81), Saints ( 1982-84), 


JUST NOT GOOD ENOUGH? 
Danny Abramowicz, WR, Saints (1967-73), 
49ers (1973-74), Bills (1975), 
Bill Bergey, LB, Bengals ( 1969-73), Eagles 
1974-80), 


L.C, Greenwood, DE, Steelers ( 1969-81), 
Jim Plunkett, OB, Patriots (1971-75), 49ers 
(1976-77), Raiders ( 1978-86). 


DESERVING COACHES? 
George Allen, Rams ( 1966-70), Redskins (1971- 
77), Blitz (USFL.. 1983), Wrangle’s (USFL, 1984). 
Bud Grant, Vikings (1967-83, 1985). 
John Madden, Raiders ( 1969-78) 


OESERVING OWNERS/FOUNDERS? 


Bud Adams, Oilers. 
Joe Foss, first AFL commissioner. 
‘Sonny Werblin, Jets, 


i 


You Don’t Just Wear It. You Ear It 


Congratulations to the 12 players chosen for the USA Basketball team. 
From the company that earned the right to make the uniforms they'll wear. 


It takes a little more to make a champion” 


© Chamgion 1992 
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World Series, Football voters, on the 
other hand, seem obsessed with Super 
Bowl winners, 

Felser, who supports football's cur- 
rent em, admits, “We're overload- 
ing it with guys who played on great 
teams.” 

Of course, great players on great 
teams deserve to be enshrined. In about 
10 years, many members of the San 
Francisco 49ers’ four Super Bowl- 
winning teams of the 1980s will begin to 
become eligible, Joe Montana and Ron- 
nie Lott are certain Hall of Famers, but 
what about guys like Roger Craig, 
Dwight Clark and Randy Cross? 

The problem arises when good-to- 
above-average players ride in on the 
coattails of their more illustrious team- 
mates or unduly benefit from playing 


For example, former Miami center 
Jim Langer, a 12-year NFL veteran, 
was elected to the Hall in 1987. Langer 
was a fine player who appeared in three 
consecutive Super Bowls in the early 
1970s, but was he a better center than 
Mick Tingelhoff, who played in four 
Super Bowls (albeit all losing ones) 
with the Minnesota Vikings during the 
? Tingelhoff, who played 17 
seasons and appeared in the same num- 
ber of Pro Bowls (six) as Langer, is not 
in the Hall of Fame. 

One selector, who prefers to remain 
anonymous, said he voted for Langer 
mainly on the recommendation of 
Edwin Pope of the Miami Herald. The 
selector respected Pope, whose pitch 
was eloquent, 

“Jim Langer was a good player an 
good guy,” the selector said. “But he’ 
not even the best center to play for his 
team, Dwight Stephenson was.” 

Pope was doing only what was ex- 
pected of him in supporting Langer, 
Once the list of prospective nominees 
has been whittled to 15, the selector 
from the city Where each man played is 
Supposed to make a case for “his” man, 
But even that doesn't always happen. 
eadman opposed Mackey's candi- 


play during Mackey’s bes! 
the Colts, Mackey finally made it this 
year, which Was his 15th and last before 
he would have been shunted into the 
Seniors Committee 

Steadman is said to have pro- 
management leanings, and therefore 
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was punishing Mackey for helping to 
form the NFL Players Association in 
the 1960s. 

“I knew that Mackey had some defi- 
” Steadman said. “The players 
union thing never came up all these 
times. It never came up in (the meet- 


t: Iser, a Mackey supporter: 
“There's more bull that comes out 
about the voting. The Mackey stuff, for 
example, Some people say he didn't get 
in because he didn’t get along with the 
write! 

“I was the president of the Pro Foot- 
ball Writers when he was president (of 
the Players Association), I used to hate 
Ed Garvey when he ran the union, and 
he hated me, But Mackey was very 
easy to get along with.” 

The rap against Mackey's playing 


Dwight Clark: Might he ride in on the 
coattails of more illustrious teammates? 


ability was that he dropped too many 
pass 

Don Smith, who serves as the publi- 
cist for the Hall of Fame and also chairs 
the annual induction meeting, said he 
did not detect any blackballing of Mack- 
ey. 

“When someone is elected, I put to- 
gether a biographical sketch on him,” 
said Smith, who has worked for the Hall 
ince 1968, “When I went over Mackey's 
record, I found that he had six excellent 
seasons and four others that were so-so, 
because he was hurt or whatever. 

“And one flaw that was mentioned, 
the dropped passes, was accurate, | 
think he should have been in the Hall of 
ne. The fact that he was not all those 
rs, Was ita travesty? I don’t think it 
. So the tem got a guy elected 


ye 


who should have been selected,” 
“There's a certain time for certain 
players," Steadman said. “This was 


Mackey’s year.” 

It also happened to be the year for 
Davis, the longtime Raider boss. Few 
people are ambivalent about Davis— 
they either love him or hate him. The 
latter group seemed to expand expo- 
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nentially after Davis moved his Raiders 
from Oakland to Los Angeles against 
league bylaws a decade ago and then 
testified against the NFL in the United 
States Football League's antitrust law- 
suit in 1986, 

“There's no secret I never supported 
Al Davis," said Steadman, whose be- 
loved Colts followed Davis’ precedent 
and moved to Indianapolis in 1984, 

Certain positions—as well as certain 
people—are tougher to sell than others. 
In one extreme case, a new selector 
took his seat and promptly announced, 
“Safeties don’t belong in the Hall of 
Fame.” 

Such nonsensical outbursts appear to 
be few, 

“The funny thing is,” Smith said, “the 
guy Who said that is not that bad of a se- 
lector.” 

“We've been prejudiced against of- 
fensive linemen,” Felser said, “But 
Tom Mack, Bob Brown and Dierdorf 
came very close this year. I've got a 
feeling the day of the offensive lineman 
may be coming.” Mack survived until 
the final cut last winter, 

“Offensive linemen (have) no statis: 
tics to go by,” Smith said. “All he h 
the number of All-Star teams and Pro 
Bowls, So what we've done is to ask se- 
lectors to interview anyone who has 
played with him or against him, And 
they've actually done a pretty good 
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THE SELECTORS 
A list of the 31 reporters and broadcasters who 
‘serve as selectors for the Pro Football Hall of Fame: 


Atlanta; Furman Bisher, Atlanta Journal, 

Buffalo; Larry Felser, Buffalo News. 

Chicago: Cooper Rollow, Chicago Tribune. 
Cincinnati: Pat Harmon, Cincinnati Post, 
Cleveland; Chuck Heaton, Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
Dallas; Frank Luksa, Dallas Times Herald, 
Denver: Dick Connor, Rocky Mountain News, 
Detroit: George Puscas, Detroit Free Press, 
Green Bay: Art Daley, Green Bay Press-Gazette. 
Houston; Mickey Herskowitz, Houston Post. 
Indianapolis: John Bansch, indianapolis Star. 
Kansas City: Jonathan Rand, Kansas City Star. 
Los Angeles (Raiders): Bob Valli, Oakland Tri- 


bune, 
4 Los Angeles (Rams): Bob Oates, Los Angeles 


mes, 
‘Miami: Ed Pope, Miami Herald. 
Minnesota: Sid Hartman, Minneapolis Star- 


tibune, 
New England; Will McDonough, Boston Globe. 
New Orleans; Peter Finney, New Orleans Times- 


‘icayune, 
New York (Giants): Norm Miller, New York Daily 
jews, 
New York (Jets): Paul Zimmerman, Sports. ll- 
lustrated. 
Ni Philadelphia: Ray Didinger, Philadelphia Daily 
le 


WS. 
Phoenix; David Casstevens, Arizona Republic. 
Pittsburgh; Myron Cope, WTAE- TV/radio. 
‘San Diego: Jerry Magee, San Diego Union. 
San Francisco: Dan Hruby, San Jose Mercury 


News, 
‘Seattle: John Clayton, Tacoma News-Tribune, 
Tampa Bay: Tom McEwen, Tampa Tribune, 
Washington: Len Shapiro, Washington Post, 
Pro Football Writers Association (president); Ira 
Miller, San Francisco Chronicle. 
A John Steadman, Baltimore Sun, 
jack Buck, KMOX radio, St. Louis. 
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job.” 

Buck, who made the case for Dier- 
dorf at the 1992 meeting, researched his 
man’s play against name opponents. 

“Too Tall Jones chewed everybody up 
when he played defensive end for Dal- 
las,” Buck said. “Dierdorf handled him 
like a pup. 

Although there’s a huge opportunity 
for abuse when selectors lobby openly 
for their favorites, Felser thinks there's 
a lot less horse-trading in those smoke- 
filled rooms now than there used to be. 
Since 1985, the actual voting has been 
done in private. 

“It used to be, when you knew that 
your guy didn’t get in, it put you ina 
surly mood,” Felser said. “Your guy is 
out, so you'd say, ‘Screw it, I'm voting 
against everybody who didn’t support 
mer" 

Making it into the Hall of Fame is the 
ultimate dream for those not there. 

Otis Taylor, a standout wide receiver 
for 11 seasons with the Kansas City 
Chiefs, has seen four of his teammates 
from the Super Bowl IV-winning team 
go into the Hall. He wonders, however, 
if he'll ever join them. 

“I'd be lying to say I didn't have any 
wondering feelings about why my name 
hasn't come up,” said Taylor, who now 
works for Blue Cross-Blue Shield in 
Kansas City, “I've had support from 
people like Len Dawson. I know people 
compare my stats and say, ‘He doesn’t 
do as much as the guys in the '80s." 

“But the rules were different then. I 
have great respect for the players 
today. But after not being touched for 
five yards, you should be able to catch 
70 or 80 balls. When I played, they beat 
you all over the field,” 

Taylor thinks he compares favorably 
with Lance Alworth and Fred Biletni- 
koff, Hall of Famers who played during 
the same era, 

“I try to be professional about it,” 
Taylor said, “but I have to admit, deep 
down, I worry aboutit, 

“My mother's 83 years old and in a 
wheelchair back home in Houston. If 
there's anything that I can tell you, it 
would be, ‘If I go to bed and have 
dreams at night, it'll be abo 
ing me get that ultimate goal. 

How do you separate the men from 
the immortals? 

Not very easily, as 31 Hall of Fame 
voters are reminded every year. 
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By TOM WHEATLEY 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch 


an exclusive club, and so is the 
National Board of Selectors that 
chooses its members, 

Unlike baseball, which leaves its 
Hall of Fame voting open to all 10-year 
members of the Baseball Writers’ As- 
sociation of America, football relies 
on an elite panel. 

No more than 31 writers and broad- 
casters, chosen by the Football Hall of 
Fame, vote each year. They serve 
until they resign, die or are booted out 
for absenteeism at the selection meet- 
ing that precedes each Super Bowl. 

Since the Hall inducted its inaugu- 
ral 17-man class in 1963, the method of 
voting—and the method of choosing 
voters themselves—has undergone 
many changes, 

Don Smith, publicity director for 
the Hall since 1968, has chaired the an- 
nual selection meeting since 1969. 

Although Smith does not vote, he 
has heard all of the criticism of the 
voting process. Much of the criticism 
has been generated by the selectors 
themselves during their closed-door 
elections. 

“No system is perfect,” Smith said. 

Here’s how it came to be, and how it 
works today. 

The 31 selectors represent each of 
the 28 National Football League 
teams, plus a separate member of the 
Professional Football Writers As- 
sociation (usually the president) and 
two at-large members. 

The PFWA voter, who alone among 
the group serves just a one-year term, 
is Ira Miller of the San Francisco 
Chronicle. The at-large berths belong 
to John Steadman of the Baltimore 
Sun and Jack Buck of KMOX radio in 
St. Louis. They represent cities that 
lost NFL teams in the last decade. The 
selectors are chosen by the Hall of 
Fame's board of directors. 

“Originally, they were chosen a lot 
of different ways,” Smith said. “When 
we had an opening in a city, we used to 
have the writers themselves vote for 
the person. But writers just don’t get 
together very often. 

“A person that is going to serve in 
the Hall of Fame meetings has to bea 
person who attends the Super Bowl. 
We have alternates in place in most 
cities, in case a selector can’t attend 
the meeting. 

“If we don’t have an alternate who 
fits the bill, we'll talk to the (home- 
town) club, even though it’s not a club 
appointment. The necessity is for as 
much experience as possible and 
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‘Hall’ is an exclusive 


Bob St. Clair: As it turned out, the former 
49er wasn't lost in the cracks, after all. 


knowledge of the team. 

“Sometimes, we talk to other selec- 
tors. But we don’t officially name 
them alternates. Maybe in 20 years, 
he'll never attend a meeting. Some- 
times the guy has been searched out 
and doesn’t even know it.” 

Some odd situations can occur. Art 
Daley has been retired from the 
Green Bay Press-Gazette for more 
than 10 years and off the Packer beat 
for nearly twice as long. Yet he re- 
tains his vote. 

And Norm Miller, who holds the 
vote for the New York Giants, no long- 
er works full-time for the New York 
Daily News. In fact, he lives in Cali- 
fornia, Smith said. 

“There are special circumstances,” 
Smith said, “I think Art was promised 
by someone—I don't know who—that 
he could be a member for life after he 
retired, 

“And Norm Miller is still doing 
some active writing for the New York 
News, I believe, as a West Coast cor- 
respondent.” 

The method of voting has tightened 
up considerably since the early years. 

“I remember those early meet- 
ings,” Smith said. “Arthur Daley of 
the New York Times (no relation to 
Art Daley of Green Bay) was the unof- 
ficial chairman. He would start each 
meeting by saying something like: 
“You know how itis. We make our own 
rules.’ 

“It became apparent to me that we 
needed to make some changes. Some 
of the selectors were getting upset 
themselves at the system, 

“Going to each meeting and saying, 
‘This is how we'll do it this year’ was 


club; so is the voting panel of 31 


Different routes: Lem Barney (left) is a non-traditional inductee, having played for so-so 
teams, John Mackey finally made it after what some observers thought was blackballing, 


just not satisfactory. We had to have 
some kind of structure to it. The Hall 
of Fame had to take control of the pro- 
cess.” 

In those early years, each inductee 
was announced as a unanimous 
choice—even if he wasn’t. 

“After they voted and they picked a 
guy who had most of the votes, then 
they'd say, ‘Now all you guys who 
voted no, rescind your vote.’ Well, it 
wasa farce,” Smith said. 

Another time, voters were paring a 
list of candidates to a few finalists. 

“They got three guys,” Smith re- 
called, “so they said, ‘Let's just elect 
all three.’ And they just put them in, 1 
can’t tell you the names of the guys 
they put in that time, but they were all 
worthy candidates. 

“The point is, I don't want to make 
fun of anyone or embarrass anyone, 
but the meetings were done in a slip- 
shod manner,” 

Smith and the Hall board began to 
batten down the hatches. 

By 1972, the 27 selectors— 
representing the 26 teams and one for 
the PFWA—were required to induct 
at least three but no more than six 
candidates, An Old-timers Category 
was begun, and Ace Parker was its 
first inductee. 

For the first time, candidates with a 
certain number of “no” votes (three) 
were rejected. That cutoff was in- 
creased to four nays, and by 1974 a 
sliding scale was introduced. A candi- 
date had to get a “yes” vote from 80 
percent of the voters present to be in- 
ducted. 

The 1992 class of Lem Barney, Al 
Davis, John Mackey and John Riggins 


required 25 yes votes. Those four in- 
creased the Hall’s current member- 
ship to 164. 

“Since 1974, except for some very 
minor fine-tuning, that’s been the sys- 
tem that's in effect,” Smith said. 

One adjustment was made in 1984, 
when the maximum number of induc- 
tees per year was raised to seven (the 
minimum is four). But there have 
been seven inductees in only two 
years, 1987 and 1990, 

The annual vote is preceded by a 
wide-open discussion of each candi- 
date’s credentials, with the selectors 
expected to speak openly and to 
present the case for any nominee 
from their hometown team. The 
meetings usually are animated. 

“It's electric,” said Larry Felser of 
the Buffalo News, a selector for 20 
years. “Guys are storming out. It’s a 
lot of acrimony, but it should be. Guys 
take their responsibility very seri- 
ously, 

“Nobody could get ticked off like 
Pat Livingston, who used to be sports 
editor of the Pittsburgh Press. He 
would lobby for John Henry Johnson 
every year, and every year he'd get 
voted down, 

“Finally, one year Pat got so mad 
he got up and said, ‘The hell with you 
guys,’ and walked out and never came 
back. That's how Myron Cope got to 
be the selector from Pittsburgh. Then 
a few years after Pat quit, John Henry 
got voted in.” 

The process starts serenely enough, 
with a list of nominations that Smith 
mails to selectors by November 1. The 
list generally includes 60 to 70 names, 
and anyone can be nominated. All 


anyone must do—including a would- 
be candidate himself—is write a note 
to the Hall of Fame to put a name up 
for consideration. The only require- 
ment is that a player be retired at 
least five years. A coach need only be 
retired, with no time limit specified. 
Contributors (such as commissioners, 
administrators and owners) may be 
elected while they are still active, 

Some names are included automati- 
cally. 

“T look at the guys who are eligible 
for the first time,” Smith said, “and 
anyone who was all-league at least 
once will be on the list. That doesn't 
mean he's a Hall of Famer, but he will 
be on the list.” 

Some previous nominees are auto- 
matically reinserted into the pool, 
Anyone with three votes from selec- 
tors the year before is included. 

“And if a selector says, ‘I would like 
to see the guy back on,’ we will put 
him on,” Smith said, 

Selectors are told how many final- 
ists to choose, with the number never 
exceeding 14. The 15th finalist is al- 
ways an “old-timer,” now known as a 
Senior, who is chosen from a selector 
subcommittee. 

The Seniors category, however, is 
almost obsolete, according to Smith, 

“There are very few guys that re- 
ally have to be elected,” Smith said. 
“The regular system has caught 
them, One guy, Bob St. Clair, is a guy 
I'm convinced was lost in the cracks. 
But he was caught. We inducted him 
as a Seniors choice in 1990.” 

Last year's process went as follows: 

On November 1, Smith sent each se- 
lector a list of 66 nominees. That list 
was pared down to 14, with Willie Gali- 
more, the Seniors choice, the 15th 
name. 

The first cut was from 14 to 10, with 
Carl Eller, Ray Guy, Wellington Mara 
and Bill Walsh being dropped. 

The next cut, from 10 to six, saw 
Bob Brown, Dan Dierdorf, Bud Grant 
and Lynn Swann going out. 

The two finalists who didn’t make 
the last cut were Charlie Joiner and 
Tom Mack. They become automatic 
finalists in 1993, meaning selectors 
next year will vote for only 12 names 
from the preliminary list of 60 to 70 
names. 

People on the outside looking in 
may not agree, but many of those in- 
volved defend their unique way of 
anointing pro football immortality. 

“I think the Pro Football Hall of 
Fame is the best of all the sports,” 
Felser said. “Like Churchill said 
about democracy, ‘It’s imperfect, but 
it's better than all the res! a 
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Twenty years later, members of 17-0 Dolphins 
are still fishing for compliments — and respect 


By GREG COTE 
Miami Herald 


Don Shula, it was symbolic. 

In 1988, NFL Films produced “The 
Dream Season,” which attempted to de- 
termine by computer formula which 
National Football League team was the 
greatest of all time. In the mythical 
mother of all games, the 1978 Pitts- 
burgh Steelers nipped the 1972 Miami 
Dolphins, 21-20. 

To this very day, the result sits sourly 
in Don Shula's craw. To the longtime 
Miami coach, it represents his strongly 
held belief that his '72 team—which 
went unbeaten and untied en route to 
winning the Super Bowl—has never 
gotten its just due. 

“Tcan’t fathom that,” said Shula, as 
perplexed by the computer's lack of re- 
spect as he is with everyone else’s. 
“How can you do any more than that 
team of ours did? How can you do bet- 
ter than perfect?” 

At a charity golf tournament Shula 
hosted in Miami this spring, the win- 
ning team included Steve Sabol, the 
president of NFL Films Inc. The coach 
doled out the awards. 

“After I took mine,” Sabol recalled, 
“Shula announces, ‘Wait a minute. We 
just ran the results through a computer 
and you came in fourth place.’ ” 

Shula was just kidding. 

“Probably,” Sabol said. 

Shula and many of the men who 
played on that '72 team say the lack of 
respect is best exemplified by the Hall 
of Fame. Only four members of 
Miami's 1972 team—fullback Larry 
Csonka, quarterback Bob Griese, cen- 


| didn’t count for anything, but to 


ter Jim Langer and wide receiver Paul 
Warfield—have been inducted into the 
pro football shrine in Canton, O. In con- 
trast, six players from Pittsburgh’s 
four Super Bow! winners of the 1970s 
arein. 

“The general public does not give the 
perfect season the importance it de- 
serves,” said Csonka, whose straight- 
ahead bull runs epitomized his team's 
ball-control offense. “People always 
ask me if I'm surprised nobody else has 
done it. No, I'm not. Not at all. I was 
there. I realized how difficult it was. I 
think that’s what is not appreciated.” 

The "72 Dolphins may be wrong for 
feeling slighted, but their feelings are 
genuine. 

“When you hear people talk about the 
greatest team of all time, it’s usually 
Green Bay under Lombardi, or Pitts- 
burgh during their Super Bowl years, 
or, recently, San Francisco,” said 
Larry Little, a Pro Bowl guard in 1972. 
“But never the '72 Miami Dolphins.” 

It isn't just in retrospect, however, 
that respect hasn't been heaped upon 
the NFL's only unbeaten, untied team 
ever. There was hardly any respect 20 
years ago, either. Shockingly, Miami 
was an underdog in Super Bowl VII 
against Washington despite being 16-0. 

“I remember that even after we'd 
won 10 straight games, there was no na- 
tional press on our doorstep,” Warfield 
said. “Today, after a team wins six, 
seven games, the national media lean 
on every word a player says. Maybe 
that was our saving grace.” 

One explanation might be that NFL 
teams did not get the intense media 
scrutiny 20 years ago that today’s 
teams receive. Also, Miami isn’t a huge 
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media market on par with New York, 
Chicago or Los Angeles. And perhaps 
most unfair of all, there was a per- 
ceived flukiness attached to the Dol- 
phins’ 1972 accomplishments. The team 
was in only its seventh year of exist- 
ence (Miami had joined the American 
Football League as an expansion team 
in 1966) and had been 3-10-1 just three 
years earlier. 

“Imagine if the Giants or Bears or 
Raiders did what we did," Langer said, 
“Us winning the Super Bowl, perfect or 
not, was like the Minnesota Twins win- 
ning the World Series. Nobody really 
knows they're there.” 

The Dolphins’ own lack of flash cer- 
tainly didn't help. Their offense some- 
times threw the ball only eight or nine 
times a game and averaged just 18.5 
passes per game in a season when the 
league average was 24.8. Instead, the 
Dolphins relied on the running game of 
Csonka, Jim Kiick and Mercury Morris. 

And the Miami defense, although 
ranked No. 1 in the league, didn't havea 


catchy name like Minnesota's Purple 
People Eaters, the Los Angeles Rams’ 
Fearsome Foursome or Pittsburgh's 
Steel Curtain, In fact, the Dolphins’ unit 
was called the No-Name Defense. 

“We weren't flashy; we had no con- 
troversy," safety Dick Anderson said. 
“We just won,” 

Another thing that might have made 
Miami's success seem a bit fluky to 
some was the way the Dallas Cowboys 
had whipped them, 24-3, in the previous 
season's Super Bowl. That loss may 
have proved to some that the Dolphins 
were not yet an elite team. More impor- 
tant, it served to motivate the Dolphins 
in 1972, 

“Shula made us watch that loss to 
Dallas again and again during training 
camp,” Morris said. “It was a disgust- 
ing remembrance. He'd turn off the 
projector and say, “You see how sick 
and sorry you feel?’ He put it on the 
level of a sin, We had sinned vastly. We 
had to redeem ourselves.” 

They eventually did, but not without 


Big three: The 1972 Dolphins relied on the running of Larry Csonka (center), Jim Kiick 
(left) and Mercury Morris to post the NFL's only perfect season, a feat that seems to have 


nearly “sinning” a couple times along 
the way. The Dolphins had to overcome 
major injuries and rally from a few 
near-defeats to keep their perfect 
record intact. Consider: 

@ In their third game, at Minnesota 
on October 1, the Dolphins trailed, 14-6, 
in the fourth quarter before pulling out 
a 16-14 victory on Garo Yepremian's 51- 
yard field goal and a three-yard touch- 
down pass from Griese to backup tight 
end Jim Mandich with one minute, 28 
seconds left. 

@ Two weeks later, in a home game 
against San Diego, Griese suffered a 
small bone fracture in his right leg and 
a dislocated right ankle in a first- 
quarter pileup. The injury cost the Dol- 
phins their No, 1 quarterback for more 
than two months, but their No. 2 man, 
Ear! Morrall, came off the bench to 
throw touchdown passes to Howard 
Twilley and Warfield and rally Miami 
to a 24-10 victory over the Chargers. 


Continued 


gotten overshadowed amid the success of Green Bay, Pittsburgh and San Francisco teams. 
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Coincidentally, the Dolphins had 
claimed the 38-year-old Morrall on 
waivers for $100 the previous spring as 
backup insurance for Griese. 

“Shula’s attitude was, ‘All right. Next 
guy step up,’ Griese recalled fondly. 
“It was no big deal. It was part of the 
focus Shula instilled every week,” 

@ In Miami's next game, against Buf- 
falo, the Bills narrowly missed recover- 
ing an onside kick after scoring a touch- 
down with 1:07 left to cut Miami's lead 
to one point. The Dolphins held on to 
win, 24-23, despite Morrall’s six-of-10 
passing for 91 yards. 

@ In Week 10 against the Jets, Miami 
trailed, 24-21, before Morris ran 14 
yards for a touchdown early in the 
fourth quarter. The Jets had the ball 
with 1:27 left but failed to score, en- 
abling the Dolphins to clinch the Ameri- 
can Football Conference East champi- 
onship. 

It was after that game when guard 
Bob Kuechenberg remembers first 
starting to think about an undefeated 
season. 

“We'd just beaten the Jets, our clos- 
est rival, to mathematically lock up the 
division,” he said. “That Tuesday, Jim 
Langer and I were back in the Block- 
house (the weight room), and I remem- 
ber joking with Langer about which 
game we were going to lose. We didn't 
want to jinx ourselves and finish 14-1, 
with the one loss in the playoffs.” 

Losing in the playoffs was not a fear 
unique to Kuechenberg. No one wanted 
to lose sight of winning the Super Bowl 
in all the talk about a perfect season. 

“The fear of that really bothered 
me,” said Marv Fleming, the Dolphins’ 
starting tight end. “The fear of running 
out of gas. The fear of losing after going 
so far. The fear of going through the 
whole season like we had it made, then 
losing in the first playoff game." 

The Dolphins had good reason to 
worry about complacency, Although 
they won nail-biters against the Vik- 
ings, Bills and Jets, none of their other 
11 regular-season wins was by less than 
10 points. Their biggest victory was a 
52-0 rout of New England on November 
12, a game in which Shula became the 
first coach in history to win 100 regular- 
season games in his first 10 seasons. 

“We lost a lot of coin tosses that 
year,” Shula said, “and invariably we 
would get it right back and go marching 
down the field. Six or eight minutes are 
off the clock and we're ahead, 7-0." 

“I remember people saying there 
wasn't much emotion on the team,” 
said linebacker Larry Ball, a rookie 
that season. “There was; it was just 
channeled in determination. We 
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weren't cocky. We were businesslike. 
We were very confident and well- 
prepared, Everybody knew every as- 
signment.” 

The businesslike Dolphins had only 
one truly zany character: Yepremian, 
a balding, 28-year-old Cypriot who be- 
came infamous in that year’s Super 
Bow! when his ill-advised pass after a 
blocked field goal was returned for a 
touchdown, 

“After the 10th game, we felt no one 
could stop us," Yepremian said, “We 
were a steamroller.” 

The Dolphins, however, were some- 
thing less than a steamroller when 
postseason play began, 

With Griese still sidelined, Miami 
trailed Cleveland, 14-13, with eight min- 
utes left at the Orange Bowl on Christ- 
mas Eve in their first playoff game. But 
Morrall, who had completed only four 
passes all afternoon, led the Dolphins 
on an 80-yard march that culminated 
with Kiick’s eight-yard touchdown run 
with 4:54 left. The 20-14 victory wasn't 
sealed until linebacker Doug Swift in- 
tercepted a pass by Browns quarter- 
back Mike Phipps at the Miami 20-yard 
line with a minute left. 

In the AFC championship game at 
Pittsburgh the following week, the 
game was tied, 7-7, in the third quarter 
before Griese—who had not played in 10 
weeks—came off the bench to rally 
Miami to a 21-17 victory. He directed 
touchdown drives of 80 and 49 yards, 
with Kiick scoring both TDs after the 


Sidelined: Bob Gric 


Dolphins converted critical fourth- 
down plays. Linebacker Nick Buoni- 
conti intercepted a Terry Bradshaw 
pass at midfield with 244 minutes left to 
end the Steelers’ last possession. 

Then, in the Super Bow! at Los Ange- 
les, the Dolphins concluded their dream 
season with a 14-7 win over Washington. 
Their defense dominated the con- 
test—tackle Manny Fernandez had 17 
tackles and safety Jake Scott was the 
game's Most Valuable Player—but 
Yepremian’s giveaway helped the Red- 
skins stay close. 

“Afterward, in the locker room in the 
Coliseum, I remember thinking, ‘Man, 
it's over!’ offensive tackle Norm 
Evans said. "It wasn't elation, even 
though we'd just made history. It 
wasn't euphoria so much as it was re- 
lief, ‘It’s done.’ " 

Evans and Twilley were the only 
members of the '72 team who had been 
with the franchise since its inception 
six years earlier, 

“That night, I thought, ‘Maybe 20 
years from now I'll look back and think, 
‘Wow. Incredible,’ " Evans said. 

Twenty years later, “incredible” still 
seems to be the proper word to describe 
the 1972 Miami Dolphins, Any time an 
NFL team starts a season with a 
double-digit win total, inevitable com- 
parisions begin. 

“It's an ongoing, never-ending sce- 
nario,” Csonka said. “We are what's 
contrasted against every year. We are 
the Cadillac of the species.” 


p, Miami's No. I quarterback two decades ago, missed more than two 


months of the ‘72 season with injuries but rallied his team to victory in the AFC final. 
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oments after the Dallas Cow- 
M boys had upset the Washing- 

ton Redskins, 24-21, last No- 
vember 24, the celebration began in 
the quiet Miami suburb of Coral Ga- 
bles. 

Dick Anderson phoned neighbors 
Nick Buoniconti and Bob Griese. The 
latter wasn’t home, so it was left to 
Anderson and Buoniconti to mark the 
occasion together. So they did. 

“As soon as Dallas kicked that win- 
ning field goal,” recalled Anderson, 
grinning, “I called up Nick and said I 
was coming down the street with a 
bottle of champagne.” 

The National Football League's sin- 
gle most prestigious team distinction 
had survived yet another test. For at 
least another year, the 1972 Miami 
Dolphins would remain as the 
league's only team to have a perfect 
season. 

“The further you get away from it, 
the more you seem to appreciate it,” 
former Dolphins running back Mer- 
cury Morris said. “The appreciation 
grows for what it took to get there. 
Other teams failing to match it, year 
after year, makes you understand the 
magnitude of what you did.” 

Eight of the 24 starters from the 
team still live in the South Florida 
area. But even the far-flung alumni 
are part of an exclusive club that will 
be forever bonded together by what 
happened two decades ago. 

Politics creates no stranger bedfel- 
lows than a group of middle-aged men 
who hope that a group of unknown 
young men can preserve their place in 
pro football history, 

“Putit this way: I have never pulled 
for Dallas, but I did last season,” 
drawled Bill Stanfill, the former de- 
fensive end, from his home in Geor- 
gia. 

“The anxiety was building,” admit- 
ted former guard Larry Little, who 
now resides in Ohio, “The University 
of Miami connection at Dallas did it. 
Our little brothers did it for us.” 

Coach Jimmy Johnson, wide re- 
ceiver Michael Irvin and defensive 
linemen Jimmie Jones and Russell 
Maryland are all former University of 
Miami Hurricanes now with the Cow- 
boys. 

In 1985, it was the Dolphins them- 
selves who protected their franchise's 
unique distinction. After the Chicago 
Bears won their first 12 games that 
season, Miami thrashed them, 38-24, 
ina nationally televised Monday-night 
game at the Orange Bowl, In the last 
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20 years, that has been the closest any 
team has come to equaling Miami's 
17-0 mark. 

Washington (11-0 last season) and 
San Francisco and the New York Gi- 
ants (both 10-0 in 1990) have made 
similar runs in recent years, Ironi- 
cally, the 49ers and Giants both suf- 
fered their first 1990 defeats on the 
same day; November 25, It was a day 
Bob Kuechenberg remembers well, 

“1 was driving back froma ski lodge 
in California, catching both games on 
radio,” the former guard recalled. 
“Immortality is a very exclusive 
club.” 

Where are those club members 
now? The following list offers a 
glimpse. Included are 25 men—every 
starter in Super Bowl VII, both kick- 
ers and quarterback Earl Morrall, 
who led Miami to 10 victories after 
Bob Griese was injured and finished 
the season as the American Football 
Conference's leading passer. The ages 
listed are as of September 1, 1992. 


OFFENSE 


@ Fullback Larry Csonka, 45, moti- 
vational speaker, sports humorist and 
co-host of syndicated “American 
Gladiators” TV show; has homes in 
Jacksonville, Fla., and Lisbon, 0. 

@ Right tackle Norm Evans, 49, 
president, Pro Athletes Outreach, 
conducts role-model seminars in Is- 
saquah, Wash. 

@ Tight end Marv Fleming, 50, 
sports agent, Fleming and Associates 
in Marina del Rey, Calif. 

@ Quarterback Bob Griese, 47, col- 
lege football analyst for ABC Sports; 
lives in Miami. 

@ Left guard Bob Kuechenberg, 44, 
owner, Kuechenberg Advertising 
Concepts in Miami Lakes, Fla. 

@ Center Jim Langer, 44, wholesale 
manager, Radco Industries, manufac- 
turer of livestock feeding equipment 
in Brainerd, Minn, 

© Right guard Larry Little, 46, head 
coach, World League of American 
Football's Ohio Glory. 

@ Left tackle Wayne Moore, died of 
heart attack in 1989 at age 44; was ce- 
ment distributor and assistant foot- 
ball coach at Miami Palmetto High 
School. 

@ Quarterback Earl! Morrall, 58, 
proprietor, Arrowhead Country Club, 
golf course and restaurant in Davie, 
Fla. 

@ Running back Mercury Morris, 
45, motivational speaker; lives in 
Miami, 

@ Wide receiver Howard Twilley, 
48, entrepreneur, recently sold chain 
of Athlete’s Foot shoestores; lives in 


Manny Fernandez: One of the bigger 
names on Miami's No-Name Defense. 


Tulsa, Okla. 

@ Wide receiver Paul Warfield, 49, 
president, The Warfield Co., person- 
nel consulting firm specializing in 
management placement, Moraine, 0. 

@ Place-kicker Garo Yepremian, 48, 
co-host, daily live half-hour morning 
talk show on WGAL-TV, NBC affiliate 
in Lancaster, Pa. 


DEFENSE 


@ Strong safety Dick Anderson, 46, 
president, Cellular Trading Corp., 
car-phone distributor in Miami. 

@ Middle linebacker Nick Buoni- 
conti, 51, attorney, chief fund-raiser 
for The Miami Project to Cure Paraly- 
sis and analyst for HBO's “Inside the 
NFL"; lives in Coral Gables, Fla. 

@ Left end Vern Den Herder, 43, last 
known to be owner of a large farm in 
northwest Iowa, 

@ Left tackle Manny Fernandez, 46, 
representative, Commonwealth Mort- 
gage, Miami, 

@ Left cornerback Tim Foley, 44, 
owns distributorship for Amway 
home products; lives in Taveres, Fla. 

@ Right tackle Bob Heinz, 45, last 
known to be representative of Jack 
Nadel Inc., Palo Alto, Calif. 

@ Right cornerback Curtis Johnson, 
44, firefighter, Toledo, 0. 

@ Right linebacker Mike Kolen, 44, 
last known to be in real estate busi- 
ness in Montgomery, Ala. 

@ Free safety Jake Scott, 47, last 
known to be financial investor living 
in Colorado, 

@ Punter Larry Seiple, 47, receivers 
coach, NFL's Miami Dolphins. 

© Right end Bill Stanfill, 45, propri- 
etor, Quality Inn motel and adjoining 
Merry Acres restaurant in Albany, 
Ga. 

@ Left linebacker Doug Swift, 43, 
doctor of anesthesiology, Pennsylva- 
nia Hospital in Philadelphia. 
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Once again, Cowboys 
have horses needed 
for success — thanks 
to wheeler-dealers 


By TIM COWLISHAW 
Dallas Morning News. 


fter the Dallas Cowboys had just 

A finished their 1989 season at 1- 

i—the franchise's worst record 

since its 0-11-1 debut season in 

1960—Coach Jimmy Johnson made a 
prediction, 

“I know it may sound crazy," he said, 
“but I really believe we should be a .500 
team next year. I think anything less 
would be a disappointment,” 

Reporters tried to stifle their chuck- 
les around the press room, Johnson was 
talking about a seven-game improve- 
ment for a team that had no first-round 
draft pick the following spring (thanks 
to the ill-advised selection of Steve 
Walsh in the supplemental draft). Just 
where was this drastic improvement 
supposed to come from, anyway? 

Twelve months later, however, the 
Cowboys were indeed at .500 (7-7), and 
they needed only one victory in their 
last two games of 1990 to finish the year 
at .500, More important, a win would 
have secured a National Football Con- 
ference wild-card playoff berth. 

The Cowboys never got it. Dallas lost 
its final two games after quarterback 
Troy Aikman suffered an injury to his 
right shoulder in a Week 15 game at 
Philadelphia. 

But that didn't keep Johnson from 
making more predictions, Prior to the 
1991 season, he boldly said his team 
would qualify for the playoffs for the 
first time since 1985. Again, the as- 
sembled reporters tried to muffle their 
snickers, Yes, the Cowboys had made 
big strides in 1990, but they still played 
in the NFC East, a division where the 
Washington Redskins, New York Gi- 
ants and Philadelphia Eagles all looked 
superior, And the Cowboys would not 
have the benefit of a fifth-place sched- 
ule this time around. 

By the end of last season, Dallas was 
11-5 and Johnson's doubters were in hid- 
ing. The Cowboys leapfrogged past the 
Giants and Eagles to finish second to 
the Redskins and qualify fora wild-card 
playoff berth. They then beat Chicago, 
17-13, at Soldier Field before losing at 
Detroit, 38-6, the following week. 
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Some observers thought Johnson was 
more deserving of Associated Press 
Coach of the Year honors in 1991 than 
he was in 1990, when he became the 
first coach in history to win the award 
with a losing record. 

“I really felt that if everything fell 
right (in 1991), we could be a playoff 
team,” Johnson said. “I wanted to set 
that goal in the minds of the players, 
The team knew we would get stronger 
as the season went on. At least that was 
the seed we had planted in their 
minds,” 

The turnaround in Dallas has been 
staggering. Once one of the National 
Football League's crown jewels, the 
Cowboys fell on hard times in the late 
1980s, winning only 17 of 47 games from 
1986 through '88. The first thing new 
Owner Jerry Jones did after purchas- 
ing the team in February 1989 was fire 
longtime coach Tom Landry, whose 
last team finished a dismal 3-13. The fir- 
ing—particularly the style in which it 
was handled—infuriated many people. 

Landry was a Dallas icon, and Jones 
fired him on the very day he bought the 
team from former owner H.R. (Bum) 
Bright. The coach was stepping off the 
18th green of a golf course on a Satur- 
day afternoon only to be fired by some- 
one he was meeting for the first time. 

“You could take two people with IQs 
of three, put them in a room together 
and let them brainstorm 10 minutes, 
and they could have found a better 
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way," then-Cowboy linebacker Jeff 
Rohrer said at the time. 

Although the wounds from the Lan- 
dry firing were slow to heal, the results 
of the new regime speak for them- 
selves, 

Aside from the won-lost record, at- 
tendance at Texas Stadium, which 
plummeted 22.3 percent from 1983 to 
1988, is on the upswing. Total at- 
tendance last year was 501,901, the first 
time it has been over the 500,000 mark 
since 1983, 

Jones told reporters at his first press 
conference as owner that “my life will 
be the Dallas Cowboys. I will be in- 
volved in every decision.” 

True to his word, Jones and John- 
son—college roommates at the Univer- 
sity of Arkansas in the mid-1960s—have 
been aggressive wheeler-dealers, They 
have engineered a total of 41 trades, 
and while some haven't worked out 
(running back Alonzo Highsmith and 
defensive end Danny Stubbs were big 
disappointments), most have. 

No single transaction, however, has 
helped to elevate the Cowboys’ fortunes 
more than the one they made in Octo- 
ber 1989, when they dealt their most 
marketable player, running back Her- 
schel Walker, to the Minnesota Vikings 
for a combination of five players and 
seven draft choices. 

Dallas’ end of the trade—which con- 
cluded with three high draft picks last 
spring—includes three players deemed 


Aggressive: 
Coach Jimmy 
Johnson (far 
left) and Owner 
Jerry Jones have 
swung 41 
trades. 
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to be future building blocks: running 
back Emmitt Smith, defensive tackle 
Russell Maryland and cornerback Is- 
siac Holt, 

Smith, a No. | pick in 1990, has more 
than replaced Walker in the backfield. 
He ran for 160 yards in the Cowboys’ 
final game last year to surpass De- 
troit’s Barry Sanders and Buffalo's 
Thurman Thomas and win the NFL 
rushing title. 

“The Herschel trade enabled us to 
take risks,” Jones said. “It enabled us 
to be bold. It allowed us to have the 
mentality that we could afford to make 
a mistake on a trade or a draft pick and 
not set the franchise back. So, we took 
some chances.” 

Johnson thinks the key to the Walker 
trade is not what happened in October 
1989, but what has happened since. 

“A lot of people can get picks, but 
what do you do with those picks?” he 
said. “There have been trades before 
where teams got multiple picks, but the 
picks weren't fruitful. There's really a 
lot more to us winning than one trade.” 

Indeed, one of Dallas’ best deals in re- 
cent years was made in August 1991, 
when they shipped a fourth-round pick 
to the Los Angeles Raiders for Steve 
Beuerlein, a player who had fallen into 
disfavor with Raiders Owner Al Davis. 
Beuerlein filled a pressing need at 
backup quarterback and, after Aikman 
suffered a sprained knee with five 
games left in the 1991 regular season, 


came on to lead Dallas to six straight 
wins (including the playoff victory at 
Chicago). 

“I wouldn’t quite compare it to the 
Walker trade,” Johnson said of Beuer- 
lein’s acquisition. “I don’t know that 
you can compare anything to the Walk- 
er trade. But we had such a disappoint- 
ment the year before when Troy went 
down and we lost our last two games 
without him. With Steve, not only is he 
a talented player, but he’s a perfect fit 
for our offense. When he got the op- 
portunity, he performed very well.” 

Beuerlein’s stock in Dallas is so high 
that the Cowboys declined to trade him 
straight up for Albert Lewis, an out- 
standing cornerback with the Kansas 
City Chiefs, last spring. A healthy 
Lewis would have upgraded the Dallas 
secondary overnight, but Johnson de- 
cided to rebuild that area through the 
draft rather than part with a proven 
quarterback. 

Rejecting a trade offer was almost a 
new experience for Johnson, who has 
not been afraid to wheel and deal since 
becoming the Cowboys’ coach. It was 
the first pro coaching position for John- 
son, who had been a highly successful 
college coach at Oklahoma State and 
Miami (Fla.) the previous 10 years. 

“Some (trades) may not seem as sig- 
nificant and some of the players may 
not even be here anymore,” he said, 
“but they were helpful in getting us 
through a transition period, in building 


Cowboys’ triggerman: The development 
of quarterback Troy Aikman has proved 
crucial to Dallas’ resurgence. 


confidence that we could win. 

“Nobody says much about the trade 
for John Gesek (acquired from the 
Raiders in 1990 for a '91 fifth-round 
pick), He’s been a starter at guard for 
us for two years. I think the Walsh 
trade (to New Orleans) turned out to be 
a good one. We got (first- and third- 
round picks) we used last year to get 
Alvin Harper and Erik Williams, and 
we've got (another pick in 1992). So I 
think you've got to look at the complete 
picture, not just one trade.” 

Indeed, the Cowboys have rebuilt 
themselves as much with the draft as 
with trades. They drafted a team- 
record 17 players in 1991 and, remark- 
ably in this era, had their top three 
picks—Maryland, Harper and line- 
backer Dixon Edwards—signed to con- 
tracts by the end of draft day. Eleven of 
those 17 picks finished last season on 
the active roster. 

The Cowboys’ resurgence can largely 
be attributed to their offense, a unit 
that has jelled quickly with Aikman, 
Smith, wide receiver Michael Irvin and 
tight end Jay Novacek, All four players 
appeared in the Pro Bow! last year, the 


Continued 
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first time since 1979 

that the Cowboys 

had placed four 

offensive players in 

the Pro Bowl game. 

“You win cham- 

pionships with 

defense, but I think 

it's easier to put together a good 

defense,” Johnson said. “Offense takes 

time, The group of offensive players 

we've put together here can be 
productive fora long time.” 

Aikman (1989), Smith (1990) and 

Irvin (1988) all were drafted No. 1 by 

Dallas. Novacek, a former Cardinal, 


off into the sunset ‘tid’ tsit well wi ith many Dallas fans bi 
speaks for itself. Under Jimmy Johnson, the Cowboys have gone from 1-15 ty 7-9 to 1 
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was one of an NFL-high 16 Plan B free 
agents the Cowboys signed in 1990. 

“We were impressed with Jay in the 
games he played against us,” Johnson 
said. “When we signed him, he looked 
like he was a good fit for what we want- 
ed todo.” 

Novacek has been more than just a 
good fit. He has caught 59 passes and 
four touchdowns in each of the last two 
years after catching just eight touch- 
down passes in five previous NFL sea- 
sons. 

Although he inherited Irvin (a player 
he recruited to Miami) and the selec- 
tion of Aikman was a no-brainer, John- 


~y 


ut the new rex 
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son deserves credit for drafting Smith, 
even if the running back wasn't John- 
son's first choice in the 1990 draft. 

“We felt like he was such a talent, we 
had to go get him,” said Johnson, who 
drafted Smith 17th overall after trying 
unsuccessfully on draft day to trade up 
for Baylor linebacker James Francis 
(who went to Cincinnati on the 12th 
pick). 

“Regardless of where a player fits on 
your roster, if he’s head and shoulders 
above the rest, you've got to go get 
him.” 

Smith, who left the University of 
Florida after his sophomore year, was 
still three weeks shy of his 2Ist birthday 
when the Cowboys selected him, 

“We had watched Emmitt in high 
school and in college, and we knew 
what (he) could do,” Johnson said, 
“Just to reassure ourselves, I sent Joe 
Brodsky (Dallas’ running bac’ ‘oach) 
to his workout. (Smith) ran faster than 
we expected, a 4.55. But we would have 
gone after him even if he had run a 4.64 
because we knew he was a productive 
player.” 

Irvin has blossomed into the perfect 
complement to Smith. After averaging 
just 482 yards in receptions in his first 
three years, Irvin led the league with 
1,523 yards last fall. His club-record 93 
catches led the NFC 

“I'd been waiting for an offense 
where I'd be the primary receiver,” 
Irvin said, “where they'd come to me 50 
percent of the time like they did at 
Miami. I’ve always wanted to be the go- 
to guy here.” 

The Cowboys jumped from dead last 
in the league in total offense in 1990 to 
ninth last year. Not coincidentally, it 
was Norv Turner's first year as of- 
sive coordinator. 

“We felt even before last year that we 
had some talented guys at key posi- 
tions, offensively," Johnson said. “I 
think we saw it in the four-game win- 
ning streak against the Rams, Red- 
skins, Saints and Cardinals, Up until 
Troy went down with the injury at Phil- 
adelphia (in the 15th game), we were 
starting to put it together on offense.” 

With their offense seemingly set, it 
wasn't surprising to see the Cowboys in- 
vest their two No, 1 draft picks last 
April in defensive players: Texas A&M 
cornerback Kevin Smith and East 
Carolina linebacker Robert Jones. Both 
players have already been penciled in 
as starters. 

The Cowboys’ goal for 1992 is the NFC 
title game, something they missed by 
only one game last year. For the first 
time since the mid-1980s, the Cowboys 
will enter a season actually favored by 
some to win the NFC East. 

“T would think another 11-5 would put 
us in the playoffs again, so our goal now 
is to go further in the playoffs than we 
did a year ago,” Johnson said. 

As yet, Johnson hasn't made any 
more bold predictions—such as a Super 
Bowl trip. This time, however, he might 
be believed. HD 
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/ Marquee players Montana and Cunningham \ 


figure to have their names back in lights in 92 ' 


By VITO STELLINO 
Baltimore Morning Sun 


he 1992 National Football League sea- 
T son may be destined to become the 
Year of the Comeback. 

Two of the league's marquee players, 
quarterbacks Joe Montana of San Francisco 
and Randall Cunningham of Philadelphia, will 
be attempting comebacks from serious inju- 
ries. 

Montana missed all of 1991 after undergo- 
ing elbow surgery, while Cunningham was 


felled by a knee injury after just one quarter 
of play last year. 

Not surprisingly, both players were dearly 
missed. The 49ers used three quarterbacks 
in Montana's stead while the Eagles used 
four in place of Cunningham. Both San Fran- 
cisco and Philadelphia finished with records 
of 10-6, barely missing the playoffs. 

Coming back from an injury is never easy, 
but Cunningham might have a slight advan- 
tage over Montana. Unlike Montana, he's 
never had a serious injury in the past. Cun- 
ningham also is seven years younger than 


- 


his All-Pro counterpart (29-36). 

Both players were working out in earnest 
last April, and the 49ers even held a special 
practice session for the media to give Mon- 
tana a chance to show his progress. 

“It's like learning to walk again. | almost 
tripped over my feet," Montana said. “But | 
felt | had good velocity.” 

Cunningham's rehab took a slightly differ- 
ent route. Not wanting to wait until May 
mini-camp, Cunningham paid a few of his 
teammates to come to Las Vegas to spend a 
week working out with him. Tight end Keith 


Returning from serious injuries: The San Francisco 49ers’ Joe Montana and the Philadelphia Eagles’ Randall Cunn ingham (right, 
taking the snap), dearly missed by their teams last season, just might make the 1992 NFL season the Year of the Comeback. 


44 * The Sporting News 1992 Pro Football Yearbook 


Back together again: Atlanta Falcons Coach Jerry Glanville (righ 


t), former Houston mentor, hurt his old club in the off-season with the 


Plan B signings of former Oilers Drew Hill (center) and Tony Jones. Hill caught 480 passes in seven years with the Oilers. 


Jackson was among those who accepted the 
offer. 

Cunningham appeared to have no trouble 
moving around with his knee in a brace, but 
the real test for him—and Montana—will 
come this fall, when they take those first hits. 


DOME SWEET DOME 


The Atlanta Falcons will become the sev- 
enth NFL team to call a dome stadium home 
when they move into the new Georgia Dome 
this year, 

The Falcons claim they've been building 
their team for speed in recent years to take 
better advantage of the fast, indoor track. 
One thing, however, may not change. The 
Falcons never made the Super Bowl playing 
in an outdoor stadium and the odds are 
against them doing it indoors, too. None of 
the current six dome teams—the Oilers, 
Colts, Seahawks, Lions, Saints and Vi- 
kings—has ever played in the Super Bowl. 
(The Vikings were an outdoor team when 
they played in four Super Bowls during the 
1970s, as were the Colts when they repre- 
sented Baltimore and appeared in two of the 
first five Super Bowls.) 

While it's true that those six teams prob- 
ably weren't talented enough to win in out- 
door stadiums, either, it's tough for teams 
that have become accustomed to climate- 
controlled indoor temperatures to win playoff 
games outdoors in bad weather. 

If there’s any consolation for football fans 
in Detroit, New Orleans and Minnesota, it's 
this: Those cities have hosted at least one 
Super Bowl in the last decade. 


BEST STADIUMS 


These are the five best places to watch a 
National Football League game: 

1. (tie) Giants Stadium in East Rutherford, 
N.J., and Arrowhead Stadium in Kansas City. 
These two stadiums are virtually alike. Nei- 


ther has much charm and both have artificial 
turf. But there’s not a bad seat in either 
house. 

3. RFK Stadium in Washington, This is one 
of those 1960s-style cookie-cutter stadiums 
that’s nothing special, but it has a great at- 
mosphere for football. The fans are close to 
the field and the stadium rocks (almost liter- 
ally) when they are into the game. 

4. Joe Robbie Stadium in Miami. Built in 
1987, this is often considered the best of the 
modern stadiums. But its biggest drawbacks 
are the luxury boxes and club seats that pro- 
trude too much and are so visible they seem 
to create a void between the fans seated 
above and below them. 

5. Lambeau Field in Green Bay. The place 
just oozes with tradition and history. And it's 
so intimate that the fans can almost reach 
out and touch the players. 


WORST STADIUMS 


The five worst places to watch a game are: 

1, Any domed stadium. Football is a game 
meant to be played outdoors in the elements, 
ie., mud and rain. Some famous games— 
notably the “Ice Bowl" in Green Bay in 
1967—have been played in terrible weather. 
Domes are just too sterile. 

2. Foxboro Stadium in Foxboro, Mass. This 
erector-set stadium is located in a terrible 
place. Fortunately, it may have a lifespan of 
only about five more years. If the city of Bos- 
ton doesn't replace it by then, the Patriots 
may replace Boston with another town. 

3. Cleveland Stadium. It has lots of tradi- 
tion, but too many bad seats. 

4. Los Angeles Coliseum. It's a great place 
to hold the Olympics, not NFL games. The 
fans are just too far away from the field. 
There's been talk about rebuilding the Coli- 
seum for the last decade, but it never hap- 


pens. 
5. Sun Devil Stadium in Tempe, Ariz. If ever 


a case for a domed stadium is legit, this is it. 
It’s just too hot to play outside in Phoenix in 
September. 


PLANB 


In the fourth year of Plan B free agency, a 
total of 166 players switched teams. That 
was a slight increase from the total of 139 the 
year before, but a decrease from the first two 
years (289 in 1989 and 184 in 1990). 

As usual, the bidding went out of sight, 
pushing the average first-year compensation 
for those 166 players to $426,000. And, as 
usual, teams showed little mercy toward one 
another in the bidding. Things got particu- 
larly nasty in the AFC West. 

When Kansas City signed Los Angeles 
Raider defensive back Tahaun Lewis, the 
Raiders retaliated by signing Chiefs defen- 
sive back Bernard Ellison. The Chiefs then 
countered that by signing Raider tight end 
Mike Dyal. 

Steve Ortmayer, a Raiders assistant coach 
who was fired as general manager in San 
Diego two years ago, took delight in signing 
two Chargers, cornerback Sam Seale and 
wide receiver David Jones. 

“It got bloody in our division," one AFC 
West executive acknowledged. 

On another front, Atlanta's Jerry Glanville, 
who coached the Houston Oilers from 198: 
89, hurt his old club by signing wide receiv- 
ers Drew Hill and Tony Jones, Hill, who 
caught 480 passes in seven seasons with the 
Oilers (including a career-high 90 last year), 
received a Plan B-record signing bonus of 
$500,000. 


PLAN B WINNERS 


1. Minnesota. The Vikings, who needed to 
fatten up a roster depleted by the Herschel 
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Walker trade, lost only one player via Plan B 
while signing seven, including two (line- 
backer Jack Del Rio and safety Vencie 
Glenn) who might become starters. 

2, Green Bay. The Packers signed 11 play- 
ers, including three (Lewis Billups, Charles 
Washington and Adrian White) who should 
improve their secondary. 

3. Buffalo. The Bills lured Steve Christie 
away from Tampa Bay in hopes of solidifying 
their weak kicking game. Scott Norwood, he 
of missed-field-goal fame, was moved out. 


PLAN B LOSERS 


1. New Orleans. The Saints lost defensive 
backs Vencie Glenn, Milton Mack and Bennie 
Thompson. Glenn and Thompson played in all 
16 games last year, Mack in eight. 

2. Houston. The Oilers’ receiving corps 
was thinned by the departures of Drew Hill, 
Tony Jones and Alex Johnson. 

3. Dallas. The Cowboys lost their top two 
inside linebackers (Jack Del Rio and Darrick 
Brownlow) and the league's third-highest 
scorer in 1991, place-kicker Ken Willis, 


GRADING THE COMMISH 


As Lloyd Bentsen might say, Paul Taglia- 
bue is no Pete Rozelle. 

Halfway through his first (?) five-year 
term as commissioner, Tagliabue is in danger 
of becoming a figurehead, largely because 
he's been unable to achieve a consensus 
among the owners to get his agenda passed. 

Last spring, for example, Tagliabue 
backed a proposal made by Art Modell, the 
Cleveland Browns owner who heads the 
league's television committee, that each 
team give the networks an $8.5 million rebate 
in 1993 in return for a two-year contract ex- 
tension at the current rate of $32 million per 
team each year. The networks want relief be- 
cause they're losing money on their current 
contract. 

Tagliabue, however, was unable to muster 
the 21 votes he needed for the measure to 
pass—and the NFL didn't get its extension. 
Rozelle, by contrast, never failed to get a TV 
contract ratified by the owners. 

The only thing the owners did agree to was 
a $1 million rebate in return for keeping the 
17-week schedule (with one off-week) in- 
Stead of going to an 18-week schedule (with 
two off-weeks). 

Another example: Tagliabue, a supporter 
of instant replay, could not round up the 21 
votes necessary to keep the controversial 
rule intact last spring. The result: The own- 
ers voted 17-11 to immediately end instant 
replay. 

In addition, the commissioner has failed to 
get a new collective bargaining agreement 
between the owners and players even though 
he's talked about getting one for more than 
two years. 


Vince Tobin: The Bears’ defensive 
coordinator deserves a shot at a top 
coaching job in the NFL. 


COACHES-GO-ROUND 


Nine teams enter the 1992 season with a 
new head coach, the biggest one-year 
coaching turnover in the NFL since 1978 
(when 10 new coaches came in). Disposing 
of the old coaches was easy; finding the re- 
placements was a little harder. 

Two teams—the Tampa Bay Buccaneers 
and Los Angeles Rams—hired men (Sam 
Wyche and Chuck Knox, respectively) who 
had been fired by other teams after last sea- 
son. Two other teams—the Seattle Seahawks 
and Indianapolis Colts—hired men with pre- 
vious NFL experience (Tom Flores and Ted 
Marchibroda, respectively). 

The other five teams—Cincinnati, Green 
Bay, Minnesota, Pittsburgh and San 
Diego—hired men with experience as NFL 
assistants for whom 1992 will mark their de- 
buts as head coaches. 

In strange twists of fate, Knox and 
Marchibroda are returning to the same jobs 
they held more than 15 years ago. Knox, who 
compiled a 57-20-1 record with the Rams 
from 1973-77, was fired by then-owner Car- 
roll Rosenbloom, who thought Knox's offense 
was too dull. It was Rosenbloom’s widow, 
Georgia Frontiere, who brought Knox back. 

In 1979, the then-Baltimore Colts fired 
Marchibroda after his teams had compiled a 
41-33 record in five seasons. Marchibroda 
then went on to work as an assistant coach 
for four teams before rejoining the Colts last 
winter. 
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Touted: Jim Kelly (top) is No. 3 among 
NFL quarterbacks, while Leonard Russell 
is one of the league's strongest backs. 


The return of Knox and Marchibroda to 
their old jobs and the recycling of Wyche and 
Flores is proof that teams are firing coaches 
faster than top-flight replacements can be 
found. Most teams lack the patience neces- 
sary to allow a new coach the time to build 
his program. 

Tom Landry, for example, didn't produce a 
winning team until his seventh season with 
the Dallas Cowboys (in 1966). It's difficult to 
imagine a coach lasting six years in the 
present-day NFL without having at least one 
winning season. Landry, of course, was 
working with an expansion team—a mitigat- 
ing factor, no doubt. 


ON THE HOT SEAT 


With nine new coaches on board this year 
and 12 others having taken their teams to the 
playoffs in 1991, there likely won't be another 
huge turnover in the coaching ranks any time 
soon. 

Two coaches, however, who might be on 
the hot seat entering the 1992 season are Joe 
Bugel of Phoenix and Ray Handley of the Gi- 
ants. 

Bugel has a 9-23 record in his first two 
seasons with the Cardinals. Last year’s team 
lost a franchise-record 12 games and never 
seemed to recover after starting quarterback 
Timm Rosenbach suffered a season-ending 
knee injury in training camp. Bugel also 
works for an owner, Bill Bidwill, who isn’t 


High marks: Writers say Michael Dean 
Perry (top) is second-best at his position 
and that Art Monk runs the best patterns. 


noted for his patience. 

Handley is coming off a disastrous 8-8 
season as the rookie coach of a defending 
Super Bow! champion. Some of last season's 
disappointment could be blamed on the fact 
that Handley didn't become head coach until 
May—and didn't have much time to put his 
stamp on the team. This year, however, he 
has the time. 


NEXT IN LINE? 


Here are five current NFL assistants who 
deserve a shot ata top job: 

1. Richie Petitbon, assistant head coach/ 
defense, Washington Redskins. 

2. Vince Tobin, defensive coordinator, Chi- 
cago Bears. 

3. Pete Carroll, defensive coordinator, New 
York Jets. 

4. Dave Wannstedt, assistant head coach/ 
defensive coordinator, Dallas Cowboys. 

5. June Jones, assistant head coach/of- 
fense, Atlanta Falcons. 


STARS OF THE FUTURE 


Keep an eye on these five players, none of 
whom is older than 24 and all of whom have 
bright futures: 

1. Browning Nagle, OB, N.Y. Jets. 

2. Ricky Ervins, RB, Washington. 

3. Leonard Russell, RB, New England. 

4, Mike Croel, LB, Denver. 

5. Russell Maryland, DL, Dallas. 


QUARTERBACKS 
4. Dan Marino, Dolphins. 
2. Joe Montana, 48ers. 

3. Jim Kelly, Bills. 

4. Warren Moon, Oilers. 
5. John Elway, Broncos. 


RUNNING BACKS 


1, Barry Sanders, Lions. 
2. Thurman Thomas, Bills. 

3. Emmitt Smith, Cowboys. 
4, Neal Anderson, Bears 

5. Rodney Hampton, Giants. 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
4. Jerry Rice, 49ers. 

2. Andre Rison, Falcons, 

3. Michael Irvin, Cowboys. 
4, Andre Reed, Bill. 

5. Haywood Jeffies, Oilers, 


TIGHT ENDS 

1. Keith Jackson, Eagles. 
2. Jay Novacek, Cowboys. 
3. Eric Green, Steelers. 

4. Marv Cook, Patriots. 
5. Steve Jordan, Vikings. 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

1. Jim Lachey, Redskins. 

2: Randall McDaniol, Vikings. 
Steve Wisniewski, Raiders. 

4. Bruce Armstrong, Patriots. 

5. Anthony Munoz, Bengals. 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


1. Reggie White, Eagles. 

2. Meese Dean pay Browns. 
Bruce Smith, Bills. 

4. Ray Childress, Oilers. 

5. Clyde Simmons, Eagles. 


LINEBACKERS 

4.Pat Swilling, Saints. 
Derrick Thomas, Chiefs. 

3. Cornelius Bennett, Bills. 

4. Seth Joyner, Eagles. 

5. Wilber Marshall, Redskins. 


DEFENSIVE BACKS 
1, Darrell Green, Redskins. 
2. Rod Woodson, Steelers. 
3. Deion Sanders, Falcons. 
4, Steve Atwater, Broncos. 
‘5, Ronnie Lott, Raiders. 
Terry McDaniel, Raiders. 


PLACE-KICKERS 

1. Morten Andersen, Saints. 

2. Chip Lohmiller, Redskins. 

3. Pete Stoyanovich, Dolphins. 
4. Jeff Jaeger, Raiders. 

5. Nick Lowery, Chiefs. 


PUNTERS 

4.Rich Camarillo, Cardinals. 
2. Jeff Gossett, Raiders. 

3. Reggie Roby, Dolphins. 

4. Rohn Stark, Colts, 

5. Sean Landeta, Giants, 


BEST ORGANIZATIONS 


THE NFL’S BEST 


Compiled from a poll of 10 NFL correspondents for THE SPORTING NEWS. 


KICKOFF RETURNERS 
4. Mel Gray, Lions. 

2. Alexander Wright, Cowboys. 
3.Deion Sanders, Falcons. 

4. Rod Woodson, Steelers. 

5. Chris Warren, Seahawks. 


PUNT RETURNERS 

1.MelGray, Lions. 

2. Brian Mitchell, Redskins. 

3. Rod Woodson, Steelers. 

4. Dave Meggett, Giants, 

5. Tim Brown, Raiders. 
Deion Sanders, Falcons. 


THROWING ARM, 
QUARTERBACKS 


1. John Elway, Broncos. 
2. Dan Marino, Dolphins. 

3. Jim Kelly, Bills. 

4, Mark Rypien, Redskins. 

5, Randall Cunningham, Eagles, 


TEAM LEADER, 
QUARTERBACKS 


4. Joe Montana, 49ers. 
2. John Elway, Broncos. 
3. Warren Moon, Oilers, 
4. Boomer Esiason, Bengals. 
Jim Kelly, Bills. 
Phil Simms, Giants. 


MOVES, 
RUNNING BACKS 


1. Barry Sandets, Lions. 
2. Thurman Thomas, Bills. 
3. Emmitt Smith, Cowboys, 
4. Eric Metcalf, Browns, 

5. Ricky Ervins, Redskins, 


STRENGTH, 
RUNNING BACKS 


1. Christian Okoye, Chiefs, 

2. Marion Butts, Chargers. 

3. Barry Sanders, Lions. 

4. Rod Bernstine, Chargers. 
Leonard Russell, Patriots. 
John L. Williams, Seahawks. 


PATTERNS, 


WIDE RECEIVER 


1. Art Monk, Redskins, 

2. Jerry Rice, 49ers. 

3. Andre Reed, Bills, 

4. Henry Ellard, Rams, 

‘5. Mark Clayton, Dolphins, 


HANDS, 
RECEIVERS 


1. Jerry Rice, 49ers. 

2. Andre Rison, Falcons. 
3. Art Monk, Redskins. 

4. Michael Irvin, Cowboys. 
5. Al Toon, Jets. 


‘SPEED, ANY POSITION 
1. Darrell Green, Redskins. 

2. Deion Sanders, Falcons. 

3. Michael Haynes, Falcons. 

4, Alexander Wright, Cowboys, 
5. Willie Gault, Raiders. 


RUN BLOCKERS 

J. Jim Lachey, Redskins. 

2. Steve Wisniewski, Raiders. 
3. Bruce Matthews, Oilers, 

4. Mike Munchak, Oilers. 

5. Howard Ballard, Bills. 


PASS BLOCKERS 


1. Jim tachi: Redskins. 

2. Anthony Munoz, Bengals, 

‘3. Mike Kenn, Falcons. 
Richmond Webb, Dolphins. 

5. Randall McDaniel, Vikings. 


DEFENDERS 
AGAINST THE RUN 


1. Reggie White, Eagles. 

2. Jerome Brown, Eagles. 

3, Micheal Dean Perry, Browns. 
4. Jerry Ball, Lions, 

5. Mike Singletary, Bears, 


DEFENDERS 
AGAINST THE PASS 
1. Darrell Green, Redskins, 

2. Deion Sanders, Falcons. 

3. foodson, Steelers. 

4. Albert Lewis, Chiefs, 

5. Terry McDaniel, Raiders, 


KICK-COVERAGE 
PLAYERS 


1. Steve Tasker, Bills, 

2. Reyna Thompson, Giants, 
3. Bennie Thompson, Chiets, 
4, Elvis Patterson, Chargers, 
5. Kenny Gant, Cowboys, 


COACHES, OVERALL 
1. Joe Gibbs, Redskins. 

2, Don Shula, Dolphins. 

3. Marty Schottenheimer, Chiefs. 
4. Dan Reeves, Broncos. 

5, Mike Ditka, Bears, 


COACHES, STRATEGY 
1. Joe Gibbs, Redskins, 
2. Jimmy Johnson, Cowboys. 
3. Dan Reeves, Broncos. 
4. Don Shula, Dolphins. 
‘5. Marv Levy, Bills, 
George Seifert, 49ers. 


COACHES, GETTING 
THE MOST OUT 


OF HIS TALENT 


1. Mike Ditka, Bears. 
2. Joe Gibbs, Redskins. 
3. Wayne Fontes, Lions. 
4. Chuck Knox, Rams. 
Marty Schottenheimer, Chiefs. 


WORST ORGANIZATIONS 


Good teams generally stem from good or- 
ganizations. Here are pro football's five best 
organizations: 

1. New York Giants. 

2. Washington Redskins. 

3. San Francisco 49ers. 

4. Denver Broncos. 

5. Buffalo Bills. 


Of course, the opposite also is true. Lousy 
organizations usually produce lousy teams. 
Here are the NFL's five worst organizations: 

1. Tampa Bay Buccaneers. 

2. Indianapolis Colts. 

3. Phoenix Cardinals. 

4. New England Patriots. 

5. Los Angeles Rams. 
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BLOOD BATHS 


Football has often been described as war. 
When these teams meet, it's Armageddon. 
The NFL's five best rivalries are: 

1, Redskins- Cowboys. 

2. Chiefs-Raiders. 

3. Bears-Packers. 

4, Browns -Bengals. 

5, Bills- Dolphins. 


BEST 1992 DRAFTS 


1. Miami, The Dolphins may get more im- 
mediate help than anybody. They needed de- 
fense, and they addressed that need by tak- 
ing defensive players with their first five 
picks. First-rounders Troy Vincent and 
Marco Coleman should start right away 

2. Indianapolis. The Colts used the first 
two picks overall on defensive tackle Steve 
Emtman and linebacker Quentin Coryatt. 
They took cornerback Ashley Ambrose with 
the first pick in the second round. This draft 
has strengthened the Colts, but the improve- 
Heat may not show up right away on the 

eld, 

3, Dallas. The Cowboys, reaping the final 
harvest of the October 1989 Herschel Walker 
trade, took six players in the first three 
rounds, including cornerback Kevin Smith 
and linebacker Robert Jones in round No. 1, 


What this is, is afootball: Perhaps it should be back to basics for Owner Bill Bidwill and 


WORST DRAFTS 


1. Minnesota. The Vikings’ new coach, 
Dennis Green, was forced to pay the final in- 
stallment on the Walker trade. He got to draft 
only one player in the first three rounds, and 
it was a questionable pick at that: defensive 
end Robert Harris. 

2. Phoenix. The Cardinals traded away 
their No. 1 pick last year for wide receiver 
Randal Hill, and then traded down in the sec- 
ond round to select quarterback Tony Sacca, 
who doesn't have second-round ability. 

3, L.A. Raiders. The only good thing the 
Raiders did was trade fourth- and eighth- 
round picks to Indianapolis for running back 
Eric Dickerson. They drafted only two play- 
ers in the first four rounds and their No. 1 
pick, defensive tackle Chester McGlockton, 
has a weight problem. 


NICEST D-DAY MANEUVER 


Cincinnati Coach David Shula gave his 
dad, Don, the Miami coach, an early Father's 
Day present. The younger Shula traded down 
two spots in the first round to draft quarter - 
back David Klinger with the sixth pick, Don 
Shula doesn't need a quarterback (some 
would say the Bengals didn’t, either) and 
was able to get a player he could really use 
on the next pick: cornerback Troy Vincent. A 
thank-you note is in order from father to son. 


TANDEM TIGHT ENDS 


Both New York teams, the Giants and Jets, 
took tight ends in the first round. The Giants 
selected Derek Brown with the 14th pick 
while the Jets grabbed Johnny Mitchell with 
the 15th choice. 


‘ ¥ 


the Phoenix Cardinals. The Cards’ organization is rated among the worst in football. 
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It wasn't surprising that the Jets said 
Mitchell was the man they wanted all along. 

“Frankly, this was the player we really 
wanted the whole time, and we did have him 
rated ahead of Derek Brown,” Jets General 
Manager Dick Steinberg said. 

You can bet the New York tabloids will 
keep track of who made the better pick. 


WHO SPIKED THE PUNCH? 


When Eddie Blake, an offensive lineman 
from Auburn, tested positive for cocaine at 
the NFL's scouting combine in February, his 
stock, not surprisingly, dropped. Nonethe- 
less, Miami took him in the second round be- 
cause there was a story behind the positive 
test. At least Blake said there was. 

Blake said he tested positive because he 
drank punch spiked with cocaine at a frater- 
nity party two days before the combine. 

“No alcohol—punch,” said Blake's agent, 
Lamont Smith, “Eddie is not a big drinker." 

Blake maintained that he wouldn't have 
deliberately used cocaine right before the 
combine when he knew he was going to be 
tested. He even submitted affidavits to the 
NFL from people at the frat party who backed 
his story. 

Under NFL rules, Blake will have to un- 
dergo random testing and will be suspended 
if he tests positive again. He said he'll submit 
to as many tests as the Dolphins ask of him. 


LANDRY'S LEGACY 


Tom Landry hasn't worked for the Dallas 
Cowboys since February 1989, when he was 
fired as coach by new owner Jerry Jones. His 
impact, however, is still being felt. 

In 1988, Landry took Air Force defensive 
lineman Chad Hennings in the 11th round of 
the draft, even though Hennings—the 1987 
Outland Trophy winner—was planning to 
become an Air Force pilot, a career choice 
that included a military commitment until 
1997. The Cowboys, however, figured they'd 
take a chance. After all, it worked with Roger 
Staubach, 

After Hennings flew in Operation Desert 
Storm, the Air Force waived the rest of his 
obligation because of downsizing in the U.S. 
military. The 6-foot-6, 272-pound lineman 
then signed with the Cowboys and will be in 
camp this summer. 


RISKY BUSINESS 


A total of 34 non-seniors decided to pass 
up their remaining year or years of college 
eligibility in order to enter the draft. For 
some, the choice was easy: Four of the first 
five players taken were underclassmen 
(Steve Emtman, Sean Gilbert, Desmond 
Howard and Terrell Buckley). 

Of the 34, however, 12 players weren't 
drafted at all. With their college eligibility 
gone and the NFL apparently uninterested, 
those dozen players figure to have a lot of 
time on their hands this fall. 

One such player is Alex Ikonikov, a line- 
backer from Tiffin (an Ohio university with 
an enrollment of 815). However, he was un- 
daunted by the NFL's lack of interest. 

“I'll get to the NFL someday,” Ikonikov 
vowed, "You'll hear from me again.” i 
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It’s a lousy job (carrying AFC banner), but someone has to do it 


By JEFF SCHUDEL 
The News- Herald 


id you hear the one about the 
D American Football Conference? 
NFL Commissioner Paul Tagli- 
abue says, “Would a team from the 
AFC willing to play in Super Bowl 
XXVII please take one step forward.” 

So the Oilers, Steelers, Browns, Ben- 
gals, Jets, Dolphins, Colts, Patriots, 
Raiders, Chiefs, Broncos, Seahawks 
and Chargers all take a giant step back- 
ward, leaving the Buffalo Bills to bear 
the tattered conference banner for the 
third consecutive season, this time in 
Pasadena, Calif., on January 31, It will 
be their job to break a string of eight 
Straight NFC victories. 

The Bills lost offensive coordinator 
Ted Marchibroda to the head coaching 
job at Indianapolis, and key players like 
Thurman Thomas and Bruce Smith still 
cause coaches to sigh when they open 
their mouths. Yet there’s no team in the 
AFC that can match Buffalo's talent. 

Age is catching up with the Kansas 
City Chiefs, the best in the West, and 
there is no evidence that quarterback 
Dave Krieg will be any better than 
Steve DeBerg. 

Houston again should rule the Cen- 
tral Division, but no run-and-shoot 
team has ever taken the final step. 
Also, the Oilers are a poor road team, 
which hurts them in the playoffs. 

If the Bills can survive Marchi- 
broda’s departure and keep their emo- 
tions in check, then September through 
mid-January should be a formality. As 
for that final Sunday in January, well, 
no team has ever lost three Super 
Bowls ina row, 


PRO BOWL PICKS 


Quarterback: Warren Moon, Oilers. 
Houston's classy quarterback, who will 
be 36 in November, can match his age in 
touchdown passes. 

Running backs: Christian Okoye, 
Chiefs, and Thurman Thomas, Bills. 
The AFC's version of Mr. Inside and 
Mr. Outside can devastate defenses. 

Wide receivers: Andre Reed, Bills, 
and Mark Clayton, Dolphins. Only the 
weather in San Diego is as consistently 
Rood as these two top receivers, 

Tight end: Eric Green, Steelers. 
Green (6-foot-5, 274 pounds) has the 
size, hands and speed to be deadly. 

Center: Bruce Matthews, Oilers. 
Moon can stand tall in the Pocket with 
Matthews picking off trespassers, 


50 * 


Offensive guards: Jim Richter, Bills, 
and Mike Munchak, Oilers. Skill posi- 
tions alone don't give Buffalo and Hous- 
ton the AFC’s two toughest offenses. 

Offensive tackles: Andy Heck, Sea- 
hawks, and Bruce Armstrong, Patriots.’ 
A quarterback could have a long, 
healthy career with these two guys in 
front of him. 

Nose tackle: Michael Dean Perry, 
Browns. No one in the league is quicker 
inside than the Browns’ standout. 

Defensive ends: William Fuller, Oil- 
ers, and Greg Townsend, Raiders. They 
could star in “A Quarterback’s Night- 
mare on Third and Long.” 

Outside linebackers: Derrick Tho- 
mas, Chiefs, and Simon Fletcher, Bron- 
cos. They blitz and also dare opponents 
to run plays outside. 

Inside linebackers: Vincent Brown, 
Patriots, and Al Smith, Oilers. Brown is 
a one-man blockade; Smith makes run- 
ning backs take a detour. 

Cornerbacks: Rod Woodson, Steelers, 
and Nate Odomes, Bills. Quarterbacks 
who throw in their direction should say 


USN 


a two-second prayer. 

Safeties: Steve Atwater, Broncos, and 
Eric Turner, Browns. They can ruin 
anybody's Sunday afternoon. 

Place-kicker: Pete Stoyanovich, Dol- 
phins. He is as close to automatic as a 
kicker can get inside 50 yards. 

Punter: Reggie Roby, Dolphins. He is 
consistently high and long. 


AWARD WINNERS 

Offensive Player of the Year: Tho- 
mas, Bills. Short of renaming Buffalo 
“Thomasville,” recognition continues 
to flow for the Bills’ back. 

Defensive Player of the Year: Fletch- 
er, Broncos. Another season like last 
year will make Fletcher one of the 
AFC's all-around best defenders. 

Rookie of the Year: Tommy Vardell, 
Browns, The man nicknamed “Touch- 
down Tommy” at Stanford should 
thrive on an improving Cleveland team. 

Comeback Player of the Year: Eric 
Dickerson, Raiders. Now that he's 
where he wants to be, Dickerson will 
show he's still one of the NFL's best 
backs. 

Coach of the Year: Marty Schot- 
tenheimer, Chiefs. It could be another 
AFC title game for Schottenheimer, 
who got there twice in Cleveland. @ 


DICTIONS 


AFC EAST 


Based on a poll of The Sporting News' regular AFC correspondents. 


1. Buffalo; Three can be a charm for the frustrated Bills. 
2.N.Y. Jots: The Jets are ready to climb to playoff altitude. 


3. Miai 


he Dolphins’ defense wasn’t repaired in one draft. 


4. New England: Dick MacPherson should do cartwheels at 8-8, 
5. Indianapolis: Jeff George is looking at another 50-sack season. 


AFC CENTRAL 


1. Houston: Warren Moon's broad shoulders can carry the Oilers. 
2. Claveland: The playoffs are the next step for the Browns. i 


3. Piltsburg 


If the Steelers catch Bill Cowher's fire, watch out. 


4. Cincinnati: Don't write off Boomer Esiason just yet. 


AFC WEST é 


1. Kansas City: The aging Chiefs better make their move this year. 


2. Denver: Last 


year's near-miss was a confidence builder. 


3. L.A. Raiders: Jay Schroeder doesn't look like the answer at OB. 
4. San Diogo: Another coach, another rebuilding program. 
5. Seattle; Theré Won't be much reason to make noise in the Kingdome. 


_AFC CHAMPION: BUFFALO 
—_—_ Ne 


The Sporting News 1992 Pro Football Yearbook 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Attitude will determine Bills’ postseason altitude 


By VIC CARUCCI 


Buffalo News 

gm ( the start of training camp, Buf- 
A falo Bills President Ralph Wilson 
MO usually addresses his players and 
gives them a warm welcome. But the 
discussion at this year’s meeting fig- 
ured to have more substance than pre- 
vious encounters. 

“Instead of just welcoming them, I'm 
going to welcome them and say, ‘Now, 
listen, you fellas, let’s act like profes- 
sionals, huh?’ " Wilson said. 

Wilson is referring to some of the 
players’ childish behavior the week be- 
fore Super Bow! XXVI in Minneapolis, 
where the Bills extended their Super 
Bowl losing streak to two games by los- 
ing to the Washington Redskins, 37-24. 

If the Bills hope to make a third con- 
secutive Super Bowl appearance, 
they'll have to undergo a serious at- 
titude adjustment, beginning with de- 
fensive end Bruce Smith and running 
back Thurman Thomas. 

Before facing Washington, Smith 
complained, as he did through the final 
month of the regular season, about ra- 
cial hate mail he had received months 
earlier and said he wanted out of Buf- 
falo. The next day, Thomas skipped a 
mandatory media session and then 
whined about not getting enough recog- 
nition, despite being named the NFL's 
Most Valuable Player for 1991. 


Dangerous man: The Bills still boast one of the NFL's best game-breaking receivers in 
Andre Reed, who caught 81 passes for 1,113 yards and 10 touchdowns. 


ae aS TE 


= = —3 


“I thought it was kind of ridiculous,” 
Wilson said. “It doesn’t help the club, 
and it hurts the player.” 


COACHING 

Marv Levy’s staff has undergone 
changes that could prove harmful to 
the high-powered offense that keyed 
the Bills’ back-to-back Super Bowl ap- 
pearances. 

The biggest change was the loss of of- 
fensive coordinator Ted Marchibroda, 


Strengths: Once 
feos Se PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
offensive coordinator T 
Marchibroda, the Bills ai OFFENSE ae 
fiave enough talent to’pile up Lotton Beebe _ asker 
points and yards. Cornelius Bennet ti Wolford Staysniak Brennan 
Darryt Talley are big-time fine» — ig Ritcher Frerotte Fina 
backers, Stove Christie wil ive Bil aT Baldinger Tar 
steady place-kicking. 
Wonkwesses: The defense thatranked 27th 88 __ Parker Frerotte Fina 
Jn te lege as eats stil haspproblems, AT ___Ballard Staysniak Brennan 
rey KnowstorcertalnifBruceSmithis TE Mckeller Metzelaars E. Thomas 
wong a baslOdDy ean abana eanueeets) Wa Reed Edwards Tasker 
i a ro 
Secondary alsois vulnerable. BT. Thomas Davis 
Kays to sucess: Jim Kelly must overcome FB Mueller Gardner 
‘Marchibroda’s departure and continue to 
perform at the level he displayed the fast. DEFENSE 
{wo seasons SmithhastoretrntOWiSOd | fe smi “I Patton 
ot 
Sure sign of trovble: if the embarrassing  NT__Wight Lodish 
media episodes of Super Bowl XXViresur- RE Hansen Seals 
face ca the et me Bes ul forget LOLB Bennett M. Patton 
AOU AN pe Ree LLB Conlan Maddox 
Francisco's 48-16 mark. ROLE Talley Garner 
Coach Marv Lovy says: "Failure iS an Uc Jackson Wiliams Wren 
portly tobeninagainmelntligeny, Act odones Hicks Hale 
PL dhe be sabbesesterd SS__Jones Schulz 
foraéhoursandihenputittehindus™ FS Kelso Taylor 
SPECIALISTS 
Christie 
; Mohr 
KA___Edwards Davis 
Pa Hicks Edwards 
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who left to become head coach of the In- 
dianapolis Colts. The loss of Marchi- 
broda was not a surprise. The shock 
came when Levy promoted offensive 
line coach Tom Bresnahan to the coor- 
dinator’s post. Bresnahan has done 
wonders tutoring the linemen, but his 
creativity in the passing game, one of 
Marchibroda’s many strengths, is a 
question. It’s expected Bresnahan will 
favor a power-oriented, running-and- 
blocking approach. 

Newcomers to the staff are Jim 
Shofner (quarterbacks), Charlie Joiner 
(receivers) and Dan Sekanovich (de- 
fensive line). Sekanovich replaced 
Chuck Dickerson, whose colorful 
quotes made him a media favorite but 
put him on the wrong side of Levy, who 
fired him when his wisecracks about 
the Washington offensive linemen be- 
fore the Super Bow! were taken seri- 
ously by the Hogs and used as a moti- 


vating tool. 
OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—All eyes will be on 
Jim Kelly to see how he performs now 
that Marchibroda, who is most respon- 
sible for Kelly's development into a pre- 
mier passer, is gone. Levy insists the 
Bills will still use the no-huddle offense, 
which led the NFL in total yards in 1991 
(390.8 yards per game), and that Kelly 
will still call his own plays. 

But it will be interesting to see 
whether Bresnahan will stand back and 
give Kelly the same freedom that he re- 
ceived from Marchibroda. It also will 
be interesting to see how expansive the 


playbook will be minus Marchibroda’s | 


great innovation. 

Before the 1991 postseason, Kelly had 
been enjoying the finest of his six NFL 
seasons. In the regular season, he led 
the league in touchdown passes (33) 
and topped the AFC in passer rating 


Continued 
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COACHES 


Head coach: Marv Levy. 
pemree Lt Tom Bresnahan (offensive line/of- 


Ferien Seems 

Bruce De javen (special teams) 

Charlie Joiner (receivers). 

Don Lawrence (ovense quay ‘control/tight ends). 
Chuck Lester (defense quality, control/assistant to 
head coach). 

Rust uy Jones (strength and conditioning). 

Elijah Pitts Cena oie Peony coach), 
Dick Roach (defensi 

Dan Sekanovich (aotensive ihe). 

Jim Shotner (quarterbacks). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record: 13-3 (1st in AFC East); 
71 West 10-2 in conterence; 7-1 at home; 6-2 
‘on roac 

1991 playotf record: Defeated Chiefs, itt i He 
divisional playoff game; defeated Bron 

ae ie ‘game; fost to Redskins, ‘a 


FBO 
ie record: 56-30 in 


wh bile te overall in 11 NFL realonevie ‘as 
and Chiefs, 


Bills (0-2 in Super Bowls), 
‘Team rocord last five hs 54-25 (,684, ranks 2nd in 
ante in that tspag); 


1 team rankings: AFC NFL 
Total offense, 1 1 
Rushing offen: 1 1 
Passing offense. 3 4 
Scoring offense.. 1 2 
Total defense... 8 ar 
Rushing defense. 2 24 
Passing defense 9 24 
Scoring defense 9 19 
‘akeaways 73 7 
Giveaways... 10 18 
NG differential 5 19 
Sacl 10 TB 
Sacks allowed. m5 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


‘Stadium (capacity, surface): Rich Stadium (80,290, 
artificial). 


ikl rma, 649:015, 
Flagship radio staion: WGR, $50 


10-39 yd. Tos 
300-yd, games 
10-39 yt. Ts 


Lovy's postseason record: 5-4 in four playoffs with, 


HE pita site: Fredonia State ‘Unversity, Fredonia, » 
16-648- 1800, 


1992 SCHEDULE 


6—LA. RAMS 
Se sai San ancisco 
Sept. 20—INDIANAPOLIS 


Seesees Seeces 


MIAMI 
Oct, 11—at L.A, Raiders 
‘Oct. 18—Open date 

Oct, 26—at N.Y, Jets (Mon.) 
Nov. 1—NEW ENGLAND 
ie 8—PITTSBURGH 
18—at Miami (Mon.) 
22—ATLANTA, 


Nov 
‘Nov. Vane 
Dee, 
B=DENVER Sat 12:30, 
te 20—at New 01 12:00 
Dec. 27—at Houston 7:00 
Alltimes local. All games Sunday unless noted. 
1991 RESULTS 
Sept. 1—MIAMI W 35-31 
Sept... 8=PITTSBURGH W 82-34. 
pth Pecan ts W 23-20 
It. 22—; Lis say W 17-10 
Set Se cHERGO W 35-20 
Oct, 7—atKansas Ci L 6-33 
Oct, 13—INDIANAPOLI W 42-6 
Oct. 21—CINCINNATL W 35-16 
‘Oct. 27—Open date: 
Ne 3—NEW ENGLAND W 22-17 
Vv, 10—Green Bay W 34-24 
hv 18—at Miami Wo 41-27 
Nov. ae rescegaend L 13-16 
: aa W 24-13 
Dec. a Raiders (OT) W 30-27 
Dec. 1 atindanapole W 35-7 
Dec. 22—DETROIT (OT) Lo 14-17 


1991 TEAM LEADERS 
tier Scott Norwood, 110 pts. (56/58 
oats tral gioa8 oe 
Scoring (sed Thurman Thomas, 72 pts. (7 
tushing, 5 receivin 
sa: lim nly 3 on yds. (474 att, 304 comp., 


ing Tuan ey 1,407 ys: (288 att., 4.9 
avg.,7 TDs). 
Tos tions: Andre Reed, 81'( 1,113 yds., 13.7 avg,, 10 


Nate Odomes, 5 (120 yds., 1 TD); Dar- 


tions: 
PREM) in ‘solo, 40 assisted), 


Sacks: Cornelius Bennett, 9. 
leet peel 38.6 avg, (54 punts, 2,085 yds., 
Moy ae Clifford Hicks, 16,9 avg, (12 att., 203 


Wea ate returns; Al Edwards, 20.1 AW. (31 att, 623 
yds. 11D). 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only, 


17-39 yd. Fos 


1] Jes} 10-39 4. Tos 


i 


LULL Re Len 


Hepeayeyetfaeleifayele 
eeepafefefifefyfefefifely 


UP oepey ey aye 


stumble recovery tkickoffreturiy 


interception 


mile felt ftolati {eli fi} i} il] 1-990. tos 
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(97.6). But he posted a mediocre effort 
in the conference championship game 
and collapsed in the Super Bowl. 

The biggest problem with Kelly—and 
the Bills as a whole—in those games 
was that the formula for stopping the 
no-huddle had been discovered. As long 
as the Bills insisted on protecting Kelly 
with only five blockers, Denver and 
Washington were going to overwhelm 
the Buffalo line with seven rushers and 
pound Kelly into submission. 

Frank Reich, who enters his eighth 
season with Buffalo, continues to have 
a knack for making big things happen 
whenever Kelly makes those rare de- 
partures due to injuries. 

RUNNING BACKS—Thomas insists his 
only concern this season is to play foot- 
ball. He promises there will be no re- 
peat of his Super Bowl antics. He insists 
his efforts, on and off the field, will be 
geared toward the extremely difficult 
task of improving on his 1991 perform- 
ance. 

Before the playoffs, Thomas was hav- 
ing a great season. He became the first 
player since Jim Brown to lead the NFL 
in yards from scrimmage for three 
straight years. 

But all of that changed in the postsea- 
son. He compounded his embarrassing 
media encounters at Minneapolis by 
missing the first two plays of the Super 
Bow! because he couldn't find his hel- 
met. He'd have been better off missing 
the game because he gained only 13 
yards on 10 carries. 

Kenneth Davis, who always seems to. 
Produce when Thomas needs a breath- 
er, provides great depth. In fact, Davis 
is every bit as good a runner as Tho- 
mas, but he doesn’t have Thomas’ re- 
ceiving skills. 

For the second consecutive year, the 
Bills are searching for more production 
from their fullback. Carwell Gardner 
was a virtual non-factor last season 
after replacing Jamie Mueller, who 
spent the year on injured reserve. 

REGEIVERS—The Bills still boast one 
of the NFL's best game-breaking re- 
ceivers in Andre Reed. Despite drawing 
greater attention from defensive backs 
last year, he caught 81 passes for 1,113 
yards and 10 touchdowns. However, 
Reed is being labeled as someone who 
chokes in the Super Bowl. The Wash- 
ington defensive backs pounded him 
out of the picture in Super Bowl XXVI, 
just as the New York Giants’ secondary 
did in Super Bowl XXV. 

Perhaps the most amazing perform- 
ance on the team was turned in by age- 
less James Lofton, who was selected to 
his first Pro Bow! since 1986. But at 36, 
Lofton has to be near the end of his ca- 
reer, , 

Early last season, Don Beebe ap- 
peared ready to challenge for a starting 
job. But he wound up raising more 
questions about his concentration by 
making crucial drops in the Super 
Bowl. He’s also injury prone. 

Speed and athletic ability continue to 
make tight end Keith McKeller a dan- 
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gerous receiver, However, his growing 
penchant for dropping passes makes 
him a potential liability. 

LINEMEN—Once widely regarded as 
one of the NFL's best all-around block- 
ing units, Buffalo's line appeared help- 
less against Washington's big, physical 
defensive front in Super Bowl XXVI. 
The unit struggled in pass protection 
throughout the 1991 season, allowing 35 
sacks, the most since 1986. 

The biggest concern is the absence of 
right guard John Davis, who is recover- 
ing from reconstructive knee surgery 
he underwent late last season. Davis, 
whose forte is pass blocking, isn’t ex- 
pected to return until November and 
could miss the entire season. It will be 
tough for Glenn Parker to play up to 
Davis’ lofty standards. 

Because of the uncertainty of Davis 
and the fact left guard Jim Ritcher is 
entering his 13th season, the Bills 
picked John Fina of Arizona in the first 
round of the ’92 draft. If either Parker 
or Ritcher struggles, Fina could play 
immediately. But he isn’t expected to 
contribute until 1993, 

Howard Ballard and Will Wolford are 
strong tackles, and center Kent Hull 
still ranks among the best. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—This was the main trouble 
spot ona defense that ranked 27th in the 
NEL last season. The line was devas- 
tated by knee injuries to Smith and 
nose tackle Jeff Wright. 

The Bills are investing most of their 
hope for improvement in a healthier 
Smith, who was a non-factor in the five 
games he played after undergoing ar- 
throscopic surgery on his left knee be- 
fore the start of the 1991 campaign. He 
underwent a similar procedure on the 
same knee during the off-season. Al- 
though he has expressed optimism 
about his recovery, there are some (in- 
cluding Wilson) who question whether 
he can return to his dominant form of 
1990. 

After returning to action last year, 
Wright made his presence felt by ex- 
ecuting the team’s biggest play of the 
season when he deflected a pass to in- 
side linebacker Carlton Bailey, who in- 
tercepted it and returned it for the Bills’ 
only touchdown in the AFC champion- 
ship game. 

Phil Hansen, who did a respectable 
job filling in for Smith as a rookie, is ex- 
pected to push Leon Seals for his start- 
ing job at right end, 

Veteran end Kenneth Sims, the top 
overall pick of the 1982 draft, was 
signed as a free agent after sitting out 
the last two years because of a drug ar- 
rest. He could suffer the same fate as 
Reggie Rogers, who failed to revive his 
career last season after sitting out two 
years. 

Buffalo hopes 1992 draftees James 
Patton and Frank Kmet can help so- 
lidify the line. “4 
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1992 BUFFALO BILLS ROSTER 
iy. cag " 
om F 
6 California FAI89 
2 Marrs Daales 
R lowa 12/92 
7 Texas Christian PlanB/89 
2 Louisiana State 4/90 
a 3 Louisville 2/90 
67 1 MMin« FA/S1 
64° 5 Benedictine (Kan.) D3b/87. 
67 3 Sli Rock (Pa.) FA/91 
66 5 Oklahoma State 02/88 
12-18-64 4 Chadron (Neb.) State — 03/89 
5-18-67 3 Northwestern (La.) State 011/90 
10-7-67 1 Anderson (Ind.) 08/91 
7-5-56 15 Stanford FA/89 
8-17-68 R Te 011/92 
3-23-68 1 te FAISN 
7-9-64 5 Jacksonville (Ala.) State D9/87 
5-24-60 11 Wabash (Ind.) T-Sea/85 
4-29-64 8 Kutztown (Pa.) 85 
7-28-68 R jin-Stevens Point 010/92 
4-10-62 8 Northy Hol 86 
5-4-6 3 Houston PlanB/92 
49 Turner, Nate (TE). 5-28-69 R Nebraska 06/92 
18 Walsh, Chris. 12-12-68 -RStanford 09/92 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
62 Baldinger, Brian 59 10 Duke -PlanB/92 
75 Ballard, Howard +63 § Alabama A&M 011/87 
64 Brennan, Mike 67 3 Notre Dame FAI9I 
85 Davis, John ( 65 6 Georgia Tech PlanB/89 
70 Fina, John. R Arizona D1/92 
59 Frerotte, (6). ar : nS a ate 
67 Hull, Kent (C)_ ef lississippi 
(We -60 10 illinois FA/89 
3 03/90 
58 13. North Carolina State 01/80 
66 2 OhioState FA/91 
64 7 Vanderbitt D1b/86 
63 6 Wake Forest FA/90 
68 2 North Dakota State 02/91 
70. R Purdue 192. 
67 3 UCLA 10/90 
70 R Texas b2/92 
7-63 6 Georgla Tech D7b/86 
64 6 Jackson State D4b/87 
1-59 8 Texas “A/92 
63 8 Virginia Tech Dia/85 
-23-68 2 Americaninternational  PlanB/92 
13-63 5 Central Missouri State 188 
12-15-64 5 North Carolina 9/68 
8-25-66 6 Alabama T-Ind/87 
28-68 2 illinols PlanB/92. 
64 6 Penn State 01/87 
+66 3 Texas Christian FA/92 
64 Ie is State PlanB/92 
Garner, Hal. 62 7 Utah State D3b/85 
95 Goganious, Keith.. 68 R Penn State 192 
52 Harvey, Richard... +66 3 Tulane FA/92 
55 Maddox, Mark. -68 1 Northern Michigan D9/91 
53 Patton, Marvet 1 3 UCLA 08/90 
56 Talley, Darry! }-60 10 West Virginia 2/83 
68 = -#ROUUCLA 192 
7 Oklal ‘Supd1/84 
4 Southern California 07/89 
6 Oregon FA/90 
Hur COMATD nena. 5-9/ R Penn State 06/92 
47 Jackson, (0B) cooerenee5~ 10/ 180 6 Mississippi State FA/87 
Jones, Henry (S) 5-11/197 2 D1/91 
38 Kelso, Mark (S) 5-11/ 185 7 William & Mary FA/86 
v7 , Nate ( 5 10/ 188 65 6 Deal! 
24 Kurt... 1/206 -68 _R Eastern Washington 7/92 
46 Smith, Leonard (S). 11/202 10 State T-Pho/88 
21 Taylor, Brian (S) 5- 10/195 67 4 Oregon State FA/94 
31 Williams, James (CB) .. 10/178 3-30-67 3 FresnoState 01/90 
22 Wren, Darryl (CB)... 0/186 1-25-67 1 Pittsburg (Kan.) State 03/91 
‘SPECIALISTS 
2 Christie, Steve (K) 0/185 11-13-67 3 William & Mary PlanB/92 
9 Mohr, Chris (P)... 5/215 5-11-66 3 Alabama FA/91 


OTWER FREE AGENTS IM CAMP 


Jason Childs, T; Jim Crouch, K; Kenny Gamble, RB; Doug Hetkawski, P; Marlon Jones, DE; Jeffery Stephenson, LB, 
Key to abbreviations on page 1 


“Not with Bills in 1991. 
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LINEBAGKERS— After an all-world 
regular season, left outside linebacker 
Cornelius Bennett was equally impres- 
sive during the playoffs. The injuries to 
Smith and Wright prompted the Buffalo 
coaches to play Bennett at a variety of 
positions so they could utilize his skills 
not only as a pass rusher but also as a 
run stuffer and pass defender. Even if 
Smith and Wright are at full strength in 
‘92, Buffalo probably will continue moy- 
ing Bennett around because opposing 
offenses will have a hard time: fracking 
him, 

Right outside linebacker Darryl Tal- 
ley is still the defensive leader, bringing 
the unit toughness and intelligence. He 
still has good speed as a pass rusher and 
is solid against the run. 

The durability of inside linebacker 
Shane Conlan remains a question 
mark, thanks to a knee injury he suf- 
fered in the Super Bowl. When he’s 
healthy, he does a good job of congest- 


| ing the middle, but his injuries have 
j made inside depth a concern. That's 


why the Bills signed Plan B free agent 
Darrick Brownlow from Dallas and 
drafted Keith Goganious from Penn 


| State. 


Bailey was effective in his first full 
season as a starter, although he may 
have to fend off challenges from 
Brownlow and Goganious. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—One significant 
change in last year’s starting lineup 


a 


Can he rebound? The durability of inside 
linebacker Shane Conlan remains a 
question mark, thanks to.a knee injury he 
suffered in the Super Boul. 


a = 


should come at strong safety, where Le- 
onard Smith is expected to be replaced 
by Henry Jones. Smith missed the 
Super Bowl with a severe knee infec- 
tion and appears to be slowing down. 
Jones is better at pass coverage andisa 
superior athlete, but he could struggle 
mentally. 


Free safety Mark Kelso had prob- 
Jems last year, thanks in part toa shoul- 
der injury. He isn’t the big playmaker 
he once was, but the Bills desperately 
need him to perform better because he 
is the best they possess. 

Kirby Jackson again will be chal- 
lenged by James Williams at left cor- 
nerback, but Jackson will likely retain 
his job because Williams gets beat too 
often in one-on-one coverage. 

Nate Odomes is solid, though unspec- 
tacular, at right cornerback. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Bills made a surprisingly quick 
and aggressive Plan B move when they 
acquired Tampa Bay’s Steve Christie 
and made him one of the highest paid 
place-kickers in the NFL, 

With the signing of Christie, who is 
considered one of the NFL's best kick- 
ers, Scott Norwood's career in Buffalo 
is finished. 

The Bills have finally found a good 
punter in Chris Mohr, the second man 
to try to fill the position since John Kidd 
left as a Plan B free agent in 1990, 
Mohr’s 36.1-yard net average was aided 
by the league's best coverage unit, 

Clifford Hicks’ 16.9 average helped 
the Bills rank fourth in 
the NFL in punt re- 
turns, Led by Al Ed- 
wards, Buffalo aver- 
aged 18,7 yards per 
kickoff return, 
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Marchibroda points lowly Colts in new direction 


By TERRY HUTCHENS 
Indianapolis News 


ith Ted Marchibroda at the 

| reins, anew staff of assistant 

| coaches in the fold and the 

top two picks in the '92 draft (Steve 

Emtman and Quentin Coryatt) on 

board, the Indianapolis Colts are talk- 

ing about heading in a new direction 
this season, 

But that would make sense. After all, 
there’s only one way the Colts can go 
after last season's disastrous 1-15 fin- 
ish, and that’s up. 

“I think we have the nucleus to turn 
this thing around right away,” Marchi- 
broda said. “We have some solid vet- 
eran players and some good young 
ones, too, I think the most important 
thing is instilling a winning attitude and 
convincing these players that they can 
win. 

“And the best way to do that is to get 
off toa good start.” 

For the Colts, that’s easier said than 
done. 

Since moving to Indianapolis in 1984, 
the Colts are 6-25 in September. Since 
’86, they are 3-19 in the season's opening 
month. This September, the Colts open 
at home against Cleveland and Houston 
before playing at Buffalo. 

For Colts fans, however, all the piec- 
es appear to be in place for the fran- 
chise to get off toa fresh start. 


Making the switch: The Colts don't know how well Jeff Herrod, who has led the team in 
tackles the last three seasons, will adapt to moving from inside to outside linebacker, 


The injuries that created a massive 
reshuffling of the lineup a year ago ap- 
pear to be healed. Progress also was 
made through the draft and Plan B, and 
the Colts have the benefit of playing a 
fifth-place schedule in '92, 

And Eric Dickerson won't have the 
Colts to kick around anymore. The 
NFL's third-highest career rusher fi- 
nally got his wish and was traded on 
draft day to the Los Angeles Raiders for 
a pair of 1992 draft picks. 

“We're heading in a new direction 
and we had to decide if Eric was a part 


Strengths: After the 
Colts feed their top three PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
rat plks on defence that OFFENSE 
art of their game figures to 
better. Jett George, who will | WR__Brooks Langhorne Martin 
throw to a solid corps of receivers, LT Pankey Moss 
could break through this year. Rohn LG Dixon Tomberlin 
Stark is a steady punter. t Donaldson Matich 
Weaknesses; Until the offensive line proves gs —eoyt ere 
otherwise, it's a question mark, The de- 
fense lacks an intimidating pass rusher AT Call Vander Poel Moss 
and the offense features no game- TE Cash Bruton Mrosko 
breaking running back Place: kicker Dean yy Hester Verdin Huffman 
Biasueel mustregainhisconfidence. * Oy — George rial Tue 
Keys to success: George needs time to pass, i Va aan 
‘and several key players, including Albert 8 Bentley Clar attimore. 
Bentley, Irv Pankey, Ray Donaldson and FB Johnson Culver Manoa 
Randy Dixon, must return to top form after 
ate tng nis res " ; DEFENSE 
‘Sure trouble: If the Colts collapse out Agee McDonald Banks 
of the gate. Thay are 6-25 in September it Ces fae 
since moving to Indianapolis in 1984 and i 
have ie to Win a season opener in their AT Siragusa McCoy 
new town, The Colts face Cleveland, RE Hand Clancy 
Houston and Buffalo in September this Lp Herrod Banks 
season, so te eay-season Woes SOUS WHR —Coryat anes ae 
continue, 
That's 2 fact: Because of injuries, the Colts  ALB_Bickett Walker Vanderbeek 
sed sevon different starters at right LC8 Goode Grant 
guard last season, four at left quard and aca Daniel ADrONe Holloway 
Teft tackle and two at center. Kevin Call ¢¢—p7, Baie 
started all 16 games at right tackle, y 
Coach bi arciboda Saye i} honesty be: FS__ Prior McGloughan 
lieve if we can convince these players tha 
they afe capable of being euecasstul, we SPECIALISTS 
have the potential to have an excellent = K Biasucci 
Season.” P___ Stark 
KR Martin Verdin 
PR Verdin Martin McCloughan 
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of that or not,” said General Manager 
Jim Irsay. “We decided it would be best 
for the organization if Eric was playing 
somewhere else. I think both teams will 
benefit from the trade.” 


COACHING 


With a new coach comes wholesale 
changes for the Colts in '92. 

Marchibroda has said since Day One 
that he plans to incorporate the no- 
huddle offense—a scheme he operated 
successfully with the Buffalo Bills the 
last three seasons as offensive coordi- 
nator—into the Colts’ offensive pack- 
age. He’s been working with the quar- 
terbacks on the new system since early 
March, and having former Buffalo re- 
ceivers coach Nick Nicolau as the of- 
fensive coordinator should make for a 
smooth transition for an offense that 
set an NFL record for futility by scor- 
ing only 143 points last season. 

On defense, Rick Venturi resumes 
full-time coordinator duties after guid- 
ing Indianapolis to a 1-9 mark as in- 
terim head coach in its final 10 games of 
‘91, He plans to use the skills of Emt- 
man and Coryatt in a 4-3 alignment, 
which is a package the Colts used spar- 
ingly the last few seasons. 


OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS—Could this be the 
year Jeff George breaks through? 
Maybe, but he'll have to get better pro- 
tection and become more of a student of 


the game in order to blossom in his } 


third season, 

In '91, he completed 60.2 percent of 
his passes for 2,910 yards but was 
sacked an incredible 56 times. If given 
time to throw, the Colts feel George 
could enjoy a banner year. 

Jack Trudeau, who's entering his 
seventh season, has proven in the past 
he can lead the team. The Colts re- 
ceived off-season trade inquiries about 
Trudeau, but he was deemed too valu- 
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COACHES 


bet er Ted Marchibroda, 
coat Ron Blackledge (offensive as- 


ited) (secondary). 

howe ibbs (offensive line). 

Gene Huey (running backs). 

Nick Nicolau (offensive apuinaton) 

Dwain Painter (receivers), 

Francis Peay (defensive i ine). 

Jay Robertson (defensive assistant), 

Brad Seely (special dearer yht ends). 

Rick Venturi (defensive coor nator inebackors), 
Tom Zupancic (strength/conditioning), 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record; 1-15 (Sth in AFC East); 
1-7 a ision; 1-11 in conference; 0-8 at home; 1-7 


|: None, 

wroda's regular season record; 41-33 infive sea» 
tons with Baltimore Colts. 
Marchibroda’s postseason record: 0-3 in throe playoffs 
with Colts. 
Toam record last five years: 34-45 (.430, ranks 19th in 
Me jue in that span), 

991 loam rankings: AFC NFL 
Tova! offense, ~ 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (cna surface): Hoosier Dome (60,127, 
artificial). 


‘Ticket information: 317-297-7000. 
Flagship radio station: To be announced. 
Beis University, Anderson, Ind.; 


10-39 yd. TDs 
10-39yé.T0s 


Dean Biasucci 


1992 SCHEDULE 


Sept. 6—CLEVELAND 12:00 
Sept. 13—HOUSTON 3. 
Sept. 20—atButtalo 
Sept. 27—Open date 
Oct. 4—atTampa Bay 


28 


22 
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Oct, 25—at Miami 
Nov, I=atSan Diego 


AMI 
Nov. IONE ENGLAND 
Nov. 22—atPittsburgh 
Nov. 29—BUFFALO 
Dec, _6—atNew England 
Dec, 13—at N.Y, Jets 
Dec. 20—PHOENIX 
Dec, 27—atCincinnati 


All games Sunday. 


sosceeseseks 
S888ss88 


SSssss 


All times local, 


1991 RESULTS 


Sept. 1—NEW ENGLAND 
Sept. 8—atMiam| 
Sept. 15—at L.A. Raiders 
Sept, 22—DETROIT 

Sopt, 29—atSeattle 

Oct. 6—PITTSBURGH 
Oct. 13—atButfalo 
Oct. 20—N.Y. JETS 
Oct. 27—Open date 
Nov. 3—MIAMI 

Nov. 10—atN.Y. Jets 
Nov. 17—CHICAGO 
Nov, 24—at Green Ba) 
Dec. 1—CLEVELANI 
Dec. eat OT) 
Dec. 15—BUFF) 

Dec. eee rane Bay 


1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Scoring (Kicking): Dean Blasuccl, 59 pts. (14/14 
PATS, 15/26 6s), 

Scoring (touchdowns): Jessie Hester, 30 pts. (5 re- 
ceiving). 

Tassie George, 2910 ys (485 all 282 e009. 


in: Er Dickerson 535 yds. (167 a 
Hon: Bill Brooks, 72 (888 yds., 123 avg., 4 
TDs). 


Interceptions: John Baylor, 4 (50 yds., 0 TDs). 
Tackles: Jeff Herrod, 160 ( 105 solo, 55 assisted). 
Sacks: Donnell Thompson, 5 (40 yds.); Jon Hand, 5 
(38 yds. ); Duane Bickett, 5 (30 yds, ). 
Hk ik ‘Stark, 42,6 avg. (82 punts, 3,492 yds., 
Punt returns: Clarence Verdin, 6.5 avg. (25 att., 163 
ids.,0 TDs). 
‘Ickolf returns: Clarence Verdin, 19.1 avg. (36 att., 
689 yds., 1TD). 


aeseegsse 


erereecte eererere 
os 
é 


2avg. 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only 


100-yé. games 
Tle] 17-39 yd. Fes 


Bill Brooks 


‘Jeff George 


‘Sessie Hester 


Trevor Matich 


Tom Tupa 


COA A A 0 
Herp bey 
a ne bee 
VUE epee ety aye 


en 


C.Verdin 
Akickoff return 


TO A A 


LUPE ELL EL E/E fro) 50s ye. Fes 


Huey epaye 
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able a reserve to deal. 

Plan B acquisition Tom Tupa and 10-, 
year veteran Mark Herrmann will bat- 
tle for the No. 3 spot. 

RUNNING BACKS—With Dickerson 
gone, the key question here is how well 
will Albert Bentley perform following 
off-season knee surgery? If Bentley, 
who was sidelined for the season follow- 
ing a knee injury in the second game of 
the year, doesn't miss a beat, the Colts 
should be strong offensively. But if he 
struggles, the team may need to trade 
fora back. 

Anthony Johnson, who caught 42 
passes in nine games, may be used at el- 
ther halfback or fullback in Marchi- 
broda's offense. Ken Clark, who gained 
366 rushing yards a year ago, is a solid 
backup at the halfback spot. 

Rookie Rodney Culver, a fourth- 
round draft choice from Notre Dame, 
may be called upon to make an impact 
at fullback, along with steady veteran 
Tim Manoa, 

RECEIVERS—The Plan B acquisition 
of Reggie Langhorne from Cleveland 
gives the Colts another solid receiver 
who can catch the ball over the middle. 
Combined with veterans Bill Brooks 
and Jessie Hester, the trio could be one 
of the best in Indianapolis in recent 
memory. 

Brooks caught a career-high 72 pass- 
es for 888 yards and four touchdowns 
last year, while Hester also set a 
career-high with 60 receptions, includ- 
ing a team-high five touchdown grabs. 
In the four seasons prior to joining the 
Colts, free-agent signee Hester caught 
68 passes. In two years with Indianapo- 
lis, he has 114 catches. 

The Colts still lack a speedster, al- 
though rookie Shoun Habersham has 
the potential to add that ingredient. 
Veteran Clarence Verdin and second- 
year man Darvell Huffman add speed, 
but they have slippery fingers. Veteran 
Sammy Martin is a solid receiver. 

Second-year players Kerry Cash and 
Tim Bruton, who both suffered season- 
ending injuries as rookies, will handle 
most of the tight end chores, and vet- 
eran Bob Mrosko could see some action 
in short-yardage situations. 

LINEMEN—When Irv Pankey, Ray 
Donaldson and Randy Dixon all sus- 
tained injuries in the first three games 
last season, the Colts’ chances for re- 
spectability plummeted. 

Depth continues to be a problem, but 
the Plan B acquisitions of former Colt 
Ron Solt and Trevor Matich should help 
shore up the line. 

Pankey, the longtime anchor of the 
Los Angeles Rams’ line, will start at 
left tackle, Dixon at left guard, Donald- 
son at center, Solt at right guard and 
Kevin Call at right tackle. Zefross Moss 
could battle Call for starting duties, but 
he'll likely back up both tackles. 

William Schultz, Pat Tomberlin, 
Mark Vander Poel and Matich will 
serve as the other reserves, with Ma- 
tich able to play any of the three line po- 
sitions and tight end. He also will be the 
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long snapper. 


DEFENSE 


LINEMEN—Indianapolis desperately 
needs to develop a pass rush after pro- 
ducing only 29 sacks last season. 

The addition of Emtman gives the 
Colts a solid tackle, but either Tony Sir- 
agusa, Travis Davis or rookie Tony 
McCoy must step up at the other tackle 
spot. 

The tragic shooting death of Shane 
Curry and the unexpected retirement 
of Donnell Thompson leave the Colts 
thin at end. Indianapolis is still expect- 
ing big things from Jon Hand, and sec- 
ond-year player Mel Agee must elevate 
his play to the next level quickly. Quin- 
tus McDonald, Chip Banks and Sam 
Clancy will provide adequate depth, 

LINEBACKERS—This area should con- 
tinue to be a strength, featuring Duane 
Bickett, Coryatt and Jeff Herrod ina 4-3 
alignment, Scott Radecic or Banks will 
join that trio in a 3-4 arrangement. 

But there are two big questions fac- 
ing this unit, First, the Colts don't know 
how well Herrod, who has led the team 
in tackles the last three seasons, will 
adapt to moving from inside to outside 
linebacker. Second, Indianapolis 
doesn’t know how. quickly Coryatt will 
be able to step in and make an impact. 

Other linebackers who will provide 
depth include Cincinnati Plan B acqui- 
sition Carl Zander, Tony Walker and 
Matt Vanderbeek. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—How many of the 
Colts’ 1991 defensive problems were 
caused by a weak pass rush and how 
many were due to soft coverage by the 
secondary? 

That's a question that could be an- 
swered this year if the Colts can rush 
the quarterback more effectively. 

Rookie Ashley Ambrose should push 
either Eugene Daniel or Chris Goode 
for a starting job at one of the corner- 
back positions. The safety spots are set 
with Mike Prior at free safety and 
Michael Ball at strong safety. John 
Baylor, who proved last year he de- 
serves to be in the lineup somewhere, 
should push Ball for playing time. 

Other backups include Alan Grant, 
Cornell Holloway and Dave Mc- 
Cloughan, ° 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Usually an area of strength for the 
Colts, the special teams must improve 
in '92, 

Dean Biasucci missed 11 of 26 field- 
goal attempts a year ago and hit just six 
of 16 beyond 40 yards. Rohn Stark was 
again consistent, averaging 42.6 yards 
perpunt. | 

Coming off a Pro Bowl season as a 
punt returner, Verdin averaged just 6.5 
yards on 25 returns last year, He also 
averaged only 19.1 yards on 36 kickoff 
returns, despite run- ee 
ning one kick back 88 
yards for a touchdown. 
Martin gives the Colts 
depth at both return 
Positions. 


No, QUARTERBACKS: 

11 George, Jeff. 8-67 
9 Herrmann, Mar 59, 
10 Trudeau, Jack. 62 
7 Tupa, Tom 66 


AUNNING BACKS 

20 Bentley, Albert (KR). 15-60 
32 Clark, Ken 11-66, 
35 Culver, Rodney... 3-69 
45 Humphrey, Ronald. 69 

23 Johnson, Anthony (FB) 5-67 
21 Lattimore, Brian 66 
44 Mi ee 


RECEIVERS 
47 Bellamy, Mik 


80 Brooks, Bit 
87 Bruton, Tim (TE). 


85. Langhorne, Regal 
86 Martin, Sammy, 
1 Miller, Eddie.. 
81. Mrosko, Bab ( 
2 Thornton, Reggi 
83 Verdin, Clarence 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN. 
74 Gall, Kevin (T) 
69 Doan Haney (8 
53 Donaldson, Ray (C).. 


65 Shoulders, Darin (T) 
66 Solt, Ron (6 
68 Tomberlin, Pat ( 
Vander Poel, Mark 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
90 Agee, Mel (E)... 
Brandon, Mike (E; 
76 Glancy, Sam (E),. 
95 Davis, Travis (NT 
79 Emtman, Steve, 
78 Hand, Jon (E) 
McCoy, Anthony (NT).. 
98 Fy snl (NT) 
67 Steele, Derak (E) 
LINEBACKERS 
51 Banks, Chip 
50 Bickett, Duane. 
55 Coryatt, Quenti 
94 Glannetti, Franl 
§9 Grant, Steven. 
54 Herrod, Jett. 
96 McDonald, Quintus .. 


92 Walker, Ton) 
93 Zander, Carl, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS, 
33. Ambrose, Ashley. 
31 Ball, Michael 
36 Baylor, John 
29 Belser, Jasor 
38 Daniel, Eugene 
‘37 Goode, Chris. 
26 Grant, Alan 
25 Holloway, Cornel 


42 McCloughan, Dave -66 

39. Prior, Mike (PR). 63, 
‘SPECIALISTS 

4 Blasucci, Dean (K).. 7-25-62 

3 Stark, Rohn (P) .. 54-59 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP t 


Mark Tucker, OL; James Williams, DB. 
“Not with Colts in 1991, 


Key to abbreviations on page 160, 


RNENSDRABOo 
=! 


BS zexm~z8cSosN 


mounnnanDeS 
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Charles Arbuckle, TE; Eddie Britton, WR; John Davis, LB; Derrick Frankl 
Errol McCorvey, DB; Isaac Morehouse, DB; Jotin Ray, 1; Alex Thomas, 


fincludes totals with both Colts and another NFL team in 1994. 


DID YOU KNOW. . . 


hat the Colts have had 10 head coaches since the sixth game of the 1972 season, but only one (Ted Marchi- 
broda, who was 41-36 from 1975-79) has a winning recor 4 
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Mi 


College 
Minois 
Purdue 
Minois 
Ohio State 


Miami (Fla.) 

Nebraska 

Notre Dame 

Mississippi Valley State 
Notre Dame 

SE Missouri State 


Penn State 
UCLA 


Minos 
Boston University 
issouri 


HONE 
Elizabeth City (N,C.) St. 
Louisiana State 

South Carolina 

Penn State 

Bowling Green State 
Southwestern Louisiana 


Colorado State 
Pittsburgh, 

Georgia 
Brigham Young 
Alal State 


Penn State 
‘Southern California 


Colorado 


Minot 

Florida 
Pittsburgh 
Michigan State 
Washington, 
Alabama 
Florida 
Pittsburgh 
Maryland 


Southern California 
Southern California 


Michigan State 
Southeast Missouri State 
Tennessee 


Mississippi Valley State 
Southern (La, 
Southern Mississipp| 


Oklahoma 
Louisiana State 


Minois State 


Western Carolina 
Florida State 


PlanB/92 


W-NE/91 


9/92 
FA/ON 


FA/92. 
T-Was/88 


D5b/84 
4/87 


“AISY 
PlanB/92 
balk 
4/91 
D6/91 
012/92 
PlanB/89 
PlanB/91 
1/92 
01/86 
04/92 
FA/90 
D7/92 
T-S0/89 
01/85 
D1a/92 


FA 
06/90 
PlanB/92 
2/92 
04/88 
05/88 
8a/92 
08/84 
‘10/87 
‘90 
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Supd2/84 
79! 


ai 
it 


1/0 
16/7 


14/9 
12/0. 


11/4 
5/0 
16/0 


16/16 
V1) 
I 


10/1 
16/2 


16/1 
16/8 


46/16 
13/6 


11/9 
16/16 


16/0 
*1At2 


15/14 
16/3 


in, RB; Michael Heldt, ; Rob Luedeke, C; 
‘DB; Chad Thorson, LB; Ed Toner, RB; 


INDIANAPOLIS COLTS 


Dolphins lost at sea without improved defense 


By SCOTT FOWLER 
Miami Herald 


1) & f bat happened to Miami in 1991 
was the stuff of nightmares. 
WW Despite playing one of the 
National Football League's easiest 
schedules, Miami finished only 8-8 and 
missed the playoffs after posting a 12-4 
record in 1990, 

Knee injuries to linebackers John Of- 
ferdahl and John Grimsley, the holdout 
and ultimate trade of No. 1 draft choice 
Randal Hill and the total ineffective- 
ness of the league's 27th-rated run de- 
fense were the major factors respon- 
sible for the Dolphins’ collapse. 

“It's never easy to deal with the word 
‘collapse,’ " Coach Don Shula said, But 
the Miami boss has had to deal with it 
through the entire off-season. He also 
has had to come to grips with the fact 
that his club will play a tougher sched- 
ule this fall, 

But brooding is not in Shula’s nature, 
so he has spent most of his time in the 
off-season trying to improve Miami's 
defense, which ranked 25th overall in 
the league. After never starting a draft 
by selecting more than two defensive 
players in a row, Shula picked five con- 
secutively to begin the 1992 draft. 

Still, the Dolphins’ fortunes ulti- 
mately will rest on the arm of Dan 
Marino, who should break every signifi- 
cant NFL career passing record if he 


Grim outlook: Since Miami didn't 
upgrade its defensive line, Jeff Cross can 
expect to be double-teamed a lot. 


remains healthy. But there is concern 
that the Dolphins, who have made the 
playoffs just once in the last six years, 
are wasting all of Marino's big num- 
bers. Miami fans should take solace, 
however, in the fact that Marino would 
exchange all of his big statistics for an 
NFL championship. 

“Just bring me the Super Bowl,” 


Chie teem PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
less “Marks Brothers” 
(Clayton and Duper) are ai- OFFENSE 
ways dangerous, Richmond Webb WA Duper Martin Banks 
ents 8 So a Dellenbach Perez 
loyanovich ai gie form one 
of the league's best kicking duos. Miami ¢& Sims eee ae 
has.a talented group of92 draftees. c Uhlenhake Weidner Dellenbach 
Woaksesses: ‘The defensive line, which 86 Galbreath 6.Williams Weidner 
‘wasn't im fs pete Ire ie aT Dennis Dellenbach Perez 
season, will continue to struggle. Miam|'s 
comerbacks combined to Intercept just t< —Edmunds Baty Meare 
‘one pass last season, but Miami's awful yon au tet | 
rushing detense didn't encourage op- QB Marino Mitchell Secules 
paca topass ite RB__-Humphrey Higgs Craver 
(ay to success: Inside linebacker John Of 
can ast return at full strength fol- io Faige Saxon sensen 
lowing knee surgery, Teams sliced up the 
middle ofthe Dolphin defense last season DEFENSE 
after Offerdahl got hurt. LE Turner Hall Webster 
Sure sign of trouble: If cornerback Troy Vin- NT ____Oglesby Klingbell Loe 
ent and Unebacker Marco Coleman are RE Cross Webster Blake 
ing on wnch early in the season, 7 
TheDolphins need bothofeirNo. picks L048 Scans Cole poepe 
Taheta ferprone tre fang LILB__ Odom Bolcar Grimsley | 
That's afact: Marino setanNFLrecordlast SILB_ Offerdah! Sander Collins | 
season by throwing 20 or more touchdown © ROLB__ Cox Coleman Junior | 
passes for the ninth time in his career. I cB Vincent Jackson Green 
Lt tial Thiilans gel ant ACB___Brown McGruder Alexander 
ny Unitas needed 18 seasons foreach the SS. J. Williams Hobley Harden 
20 plateau eight times, FS___ Oliver faquaniello Hobley 
Coach Oon Shula says: ""This club has simpl 
oo gs mar ys and we tink SPECIALISTS 
we've taken some in that direction 
during the off-season, 1991 was a disap. “ ——Stoyanovich _Roby_—__ 
pointing year, but | think we're going to © Roby toyanovicl 
improve this season and temember what KR Craver Higgs TWillams 
winning feels like again,” PR Vincent Miller Martin, 
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Marino said. “I want a shot at it so 
badly.” 

But if the Dolphin defense doesn’t im- 
prove drastically, Miami has no chance 
of reaching the Super Bowl. 


COACHING 


Without firing anyone, Shula gently 
shook up his coaching staff in the off- 
season and emerged with a better over- 
all package. Former Pittsburgh defen- 
sive line coach Joe Greene came to 
Miami when Dan Sekanovich left the 
Dolphins to coach Buffalo's defensive 
line. Greene already has strengthened 
lines of communication with his play- 
ers. 

With the addition of former Miami 
standout center Dwight Stephenson, 
who will assist John Sandusky with the 
offensive line, the Dolphins now have 
five black assistants, more than any 
other NFL team. A number of players, 
however, believe some deadwood re- 
mains on the staff. 

It appears the 62-year-old Shula, who 
enters his 30th year as an NFL head 
coach with 306 career victories, will 
stick around and try to break George 
Halas’ record for all-time NFL victories 
(325). Dolphins President Tim Robbie 
says Shula, who still runs the entire 
Miami football operation, will be re- 
hired for the 1993 season, even if the 
Dolphins go 0-16 in ‘92. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—Marino, who turns 
31 in September, underwent the fifth 
left-knee operation of his career in the 
off-season, but he’s fine now. He has 
started 124 straight games, and his arm 
is as much a part of the Miami football 
skyline as Shula’s jaw. That's why the 
Dolphins gave Marino a $25 million, 
five-year contract extension last sea- 
son, making him the league's highest- 
paid player. 

As the running game soured in 1991, 
Marino fourid himself under more pres- 
sure than usual, which forced him to 
hurry throws occasionally, He still was 
sacked a career-high 27 times, which is 
why the Dolphins must reestablish the 
run this season, 

If this is the year Marino suffers a se- 
rious injury, the Dolphins feel a little 
better prepared. Scott Mitchell, a 6- 
foot-6 lefthander, thrived in the World 
League last spring and passed Scott Se- 
cules as the team’s top reserve quarter- 
bi 


ack. 
RUNNING BACKS—Bobby Humphrey, 
who posted consecutive 1,000-yard 
rushing seasons in 1989 and ‘90, could 
bolster Miami's ground game. Hum- 
phrey, who was acquired from Denver 
in a trade for beleaguered Sammie 
Smith, gained only 33 yards last year 
after returning from a three-month 
contract holdout. 

Mark Higgs was a wonderful story in 
1991. While Smith was nursing a knee 
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injury during the preseason, the di- 
minutive Higgs beat Aaron Craver for 
the first-string running back job and 
then retained it for most of the year. He 
gained a team-high 905 yards rushing, 
the highest total by a Dolphin back in 13 
years, 

Craver, who had a disappointing 
rookie year, must make his mark on 
kickoff returns or win Jim Jensen's job 
as the third-down back. 

Tony Paige, who can catch and block 
well, returns as the top fullback. Plan B 
signee James Saxon is the backup. 

REGEIVERS—The 83-year-old Mark 
Duper, who caught 70 passes for 1,085 
yards, keeps getting better. His recep- 
tion and yardage totals have increased 
each of the last five seasons. 

The 31-year-old Mark Clayton also 
had a strong year, catching 70 passes 
for 1,053 yards and 12 touchdowns. Clay- 
ton and Marino have combined for 76 
career touchdowns, the most by a quar- 
terback-receiver combination in NFL 
history. 

Miami would like to groom former 
Detroit receiver Robert Clark, who 
signed a $1.35 million Plan B contract, 
into a starter. Speedster Tony Martin, 
who will compete with Scott Miller for 
the fourth receiving job, hung on to the 
ball better last year, 

Tight end Ferrell Edmunds had an 
awful year in 1991 after holding out and 
then getting hurt, He'll retain his start- 
ing spot, but Greg Baty will fight for his 
reserve job with several young tight 


ends. 

LINEMEN—This unit was mediocre in 
1991, opening few holes for the running 
backs and allowing 27 sacks. The left 
side, which features Richmond Webb at 
tackle and Keith Sims at guard, is the 
key. If either of those two gets hurt or 
plays badly, the line will fall apart. 

Right guard Harry Galbreath is a 
tough but unspectacular competitor, 
Center Jeff Uhlenhake held out for part 
of 1991 and never quite rounded into 
form. Right tackle Mark Dennis, the 
hardest worker of the bunch, is the only 
lineman who will consistently yell back 
at Marino when he's getting criticized. 

Veterans Bert Weidner and Jeff Del- 
lenbach are seasoned backups. Rookie 
Chris Perez, whose father is a native of 
Cuba, should find some endorsement 
opportunities—if he can make the 


team. 
DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—This remains the club’s 
weakest position, End Jeff Cross, the 
Dolphins’ best lineman, had advocated 
using both first-round picks on other 
linemen. Instead, the Dolphins used 
neither, That means Cross, who had an 
off year in '91, will be double-teamed a 
lot this season. 

The Dolphins have been trying to ‘get 
T.J. Turner out of the starting lineup 
for six years, but he should be there 
again this season. Shawn Lee, Chuck 


Continued 
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NFL How “91 Games 
Wo. QUARTERBACKS: HL/Wt Born Exp. College aq. GP/aS 
3-4-69 R Fresno State 11/92 = 
9-15-61 10 Pittsburgh 01/83. 16/16 
5 1-2-68 1 Utah 4/90 2/0 
9 Secules, Scott. 11-8-64 5 Virginia T-Dal/89 14/0 
RUNNING BACKS 
31 Bell, Kameno.... 4-5-69 R. illinois D12a/92 =, 
34 Craver, Aaron (KR) 12-18-69 2 FresnoState 03/91 14/0 
5 Kentucky PlanB/90 14/10 
4 Alabama T-Den/! “4/0, 
9 Virginia Tech PlanB/90 16/16 
5 San Jose State PlanB/92 “16/0 
7 Liberty FA/87 110 
6 Stanford FA/90 16/8 
R Western Kentucky 12/92 = 
6 NorthCarolina Central PlanB/92_* 14/14, 
83 Cay Mark (PR) 10 Louisville 08/83 16/16 
85 Duper, Mark, 11 Northwestern (La.) State 02/82 16/16. 
80 Edmunds, Ferell (TE) 5 Maryland 03/88 8/6 
11 Jensen, Jim (RB). 12 Boston University 011/81 16/0 
89 Martin, Tony (PR) 3 MeSa State (Colo,) FA/89 16/0 
R Baylor D11a/92 _ 
2 uC ie 16/0 
Ri Pittsburgh 7192 — 
2 Northeastern (Mass, ) PASH 3/0 
‘OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
65 Dellenbach, Jeff (T/C) 8 Wisconsin D4b/85 15/2 
74 Dennis, Mark (T) 6 Illinois D8b/87 16/16 
62 Galbreath, Harry (6) 5 Tennessee 08A/88 16/16 
Perez, Chris (T) R Kansas 05/92 on 
69 Sims, Keith (G). 3. lowa State 2/390 Ya/12 
36 Spears, Raoul (FB R Southern California 010/92 — 
63 Uhlenhake, Jeff (C) .. 4 Ohio State 05/89 13/10 
78 Webb, Richmond ( 3 Texas A&M 01/90 14/14 
60 Weidner, Bert (G/C) 3 Kent . 011/89 15/10 
61 Williams, Gene (G: 2 Iowa State D5a/91 10/0 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN, 
Ee A Auburn 02/92 = 
‘91 Cross, Jett (| 5 Missouri 188 16/16 
ib) Pew (E) 1 Washington State PlanB/92 IR 
99 Klingbeil, Chuck (NT) .. 1/265 11-2-65 2 Northern Michigan 94 15/4 
98 Lee, Shawn (NT) 6-2/280 10-24-66 5 North Alabama T-TB/90 3/2 
77 Nichols, Gerald (NT) 1/262 2-10-64 6 Florida State PlanB/92* 16/5 
96 Oglesby, Alfred (NT) 3° Houston 13/90. Wt 12 
Swoopes, Pat (E) 4 Mississippi State FAI +7/0 
95. Turner, T.J. (E) 7 Houston 03/86. 13/12 
79 Webster, Larry (E)... R Maryland 03/92 _ 
LINEBACKERS 
53 Bolcar, Ned. 3 Notre Dame PlanB/91 8/0 
Coleman, Marc R Georgia Tech 01/92 ad 
52 Collins, Roosevelt, A Texas Christian 6/92 = 
50 Cooper, Loui 8 Western Carolina PlanB/94 12/0 
51 Cox, Bryan. 2 Wostern illinois 05/91 13/13 
92 Griggs, Davi 4 Virginia FA/89 16/16 
59 Grimsley, John 8 Kentucky T-Hou/91 0/0 
Hollier, wight. A North Carolina 192 - 
Jones, Brian, 2 Texas PlanB/9200 14/1 
54 Junior, Ev... 12 Alabama PlanB/89 16/0 
93 Odom, Cliff. V2 Texas- PAN PlanB/90 14/11. 
56 Offerdahl, John. 7 pte gan 12/86 6/6 
55 Powell, Andr R Penn State 8/92 — 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
4 Stephen F. Austin St. PlanB/92 "9/0 
4 Maryland 012/89 15/14 
6 Minnesota PlanB/! 3/0 
2 Iilinois 07/91 16/0 
45 Harden, Bobb) 2 Miami (Fla.) 12/90 16/5 
48 laquaniello, Mike (S 2 Michigan State FA/91 15/0 
24 Jackson, Vestee (CB) 7 Washington T-Chi/91 16 
28 McGruder, Michael (CB 3 Kent FA/90 16/5 
25 Oliver, Louls (S).. 4 Florida D1b/89 16/16 
44 i aap 2 Memphis State FA/92. “S/T 
47 Tellington, Tony (CB) . A Youngstown State 9/92 - 
«Vincent, Troy (CB)... R_ Wisconsin D1a/92 = 
26 Williams, Jarvis (S/KR 5 Florida 2/88 4/44 
‘SPECIALISTS: 
4 Roby. Reggie ( P) 7-30-61 10 lowa 6/83 46/0 
10 Stoyanovich, Pete (K).. 4-28-67 4 Indiana 08/89 14/0. 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP. 
Rodney Blackshear, WA; Henry Brinson, DE; Harry Brown, WR; Joe Brunson, NT; Rick Burkhead, FB; Kirk Car~ 
tuthers, LB; Chuck Carswell, CB; Tony Citizen, RB; Brent Collins, LB; Nick Ekonomou, G; Leodis Flowers, RB; 
Chris'Gray, QB; Tiger Greene, S; Mark Hall, DE; ‘vin Hart, FB; Liffort Hobley, S; Martin Hochertz, DE; Charles 
Hope, G; Matt Humphreys, G; Chris Kouri, RB; Tyrone Lewis, CB; Ted Long, WA; Horacio Moronta, NT; Joe Os- 
taszewski, NT; Bernie Parmalee, RB; Doug Pederson, QB; Eddie Polly, CB; Kevin Robbins, T; Blaine Rose, G; Curtis 
Rose, G; Mark Sander, LB; Alex Waits, P; Larry Ware, RB, Doug Wellsandt, TE. 
“Not with Dolphins in 1991. 
‘tincludes totals with both Dolphins and another NFL team in 1991, Key to abbreviations on pay 
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COACHES 
Shula. 


coaches: John Sandusky (assistant head 
coach/ offensive line/run offense). 
Tom Olivadotti (defense). 


aay Se ns saath pt mia 


Sani Wade (str ae eon 
Mike Westhott (apectalteae is 


RECORDS /| hina 


1991 regular-season racord: 8-8 (3rd in AFC East); 4- 
dit division; 5-7 in conference; 5-3 at home; 3-5 on 


{091 | playot rocord: None. 
‘Shula's regula record: 218-118-2 in 22 sea- 
sons. with Dolphins; 289-131-6 overall in 29 NFL 
Seasons with Dolphins and Baltimore Colts. 
‘Shula's postseason record: 15-11 in 13. plot 
Doris (2-3 in Super Bowls); Wins eet 
Dolphins and Colts Co in Super’ 
rd last five years: 42-37 (oe ranks thn 


AC WEL 
pals 7 
13 25 
2 3 
3 6 
W 25 
13 a 
4 12 
2 24 
4 726 
1S 19 
12 723 
7 13 
3 8 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA 
Stadium (capac surface): Joe Robbie Stadium 
(73,000, gra: 
Mita lati 905-620- et 
ip radia station: WIOD, 6 1 


Taki ‘site: St. Thomas’ anercty Miami; 305-625- 


10-39 yd. TOs 
10-394. TOs 


: 1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


‘Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only 


1992 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 6—NEWENGLAND 4:00 
Sept. 14—at Cleveland (Mon) 9:00 
Sept. 20—LA. RAMS 4:00 
Sept. 27—atSeattle 1:00 
Oct. _4—at Buffalo 1:00 
Oct. 41—ATLANTA 1:00 
Oct. 18—Open date 
Oct. 25—INDIANAPOLIS 4:00 
Nov. 1—atN.Y. Jets 1:00 
Nov. —8—al Indianapolis 1:00 
Nov. 16—BUFFALO (Mon.) 9:00 
Nov. 22—HOUSTON 4:00 
Nov. 29—at New Orleans 12:00 
Dec. _6—atSan Francisco 1:00 
Dec. 14—LA. RAIDERS (Mon.) 9:00 
Dec. 20—NY.JETS 8:00 
Dec. 27—atNew England 1:00 
Alltimes local, All games Sunday unless noted, 
1991 RESULTS 
Sept. 1—at Buffalo L 31-35 
Sept. 8—INDIANAPOLIS W176 
Sept. 15—at Detroit L 18-17 
‘Sept. 22—GREEN BAY W 16-13 
Sept. LY. Lo 23-41 
Oct. W 20-10 
Oct. L 7-42 
Oct. L 13-17 
Oct. pen 
Noy. _3—at indianapolis Ww 10-6 
Nov. 10—NEW ENGLAND W 30-20 
Nov. 18. Lo 27-41 
Nov. 2¢ WwW 16-13 
Dec. WwW 33-14 
Dec. W 37-13 
Dec. lego L 30-38 
Dec, 22—N.Y.JETS (OT) L 20-23 
ae 991 TEAM LEADERS 

ys Fete Stoyanovich, 121 pts. (28/29 

mies ED 


tachown Mark Clayton, 72 pts, (12 re- 


canal 

Passing: Dan Marina, ale fs. (549 att,, 318 comp... 
57.9%, 25 TDs, 13 s 3 
Bushing Mark igs, 905 yo. (231 att, 39 avg.,4 


TDs). 
ras! Mark Duper, 70 (1,085 yds., 15.5 avg., 
70: ‘k Clayton, 70 (1,053 Uke 15.0 ae 2 


Tr tins Louis Olver, 5 (80 yds.,0 TDs). 

Tackles: Louis Oliver, 88 (73 solo, qSaslate), 
Sacks: Jeff Cross, 7 (60 yds.), 
vane Bony, 45.7 avg. (54 punts, 2,466 
fate eal 8,9 avg. (28 att, 248 yds.,0 


Kicksfl returas: Aaron Craver, 19.2 ayg. (32 att., 615 
yds.,0TDs). 


Defensive TOs 
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Klingbeil and Alfred Oglesby will battle 
for starting nose tackle duties. 

Overweight rookie Ed Blake, who 
will try to make the transition from of- 
fensive to defensive line, could be a fac- 
tor somewhere. Rookie Larry Webster, 
Plan B signee Tim Downing and free 
agent Mark Hall are long shots to make 
the team, 

LINEBACKERS —The Dolphins allowed 
31 more rushing yards per game after 
Offerdahl was hurt in the sixth week 
last season. His full-strength return is 
probable and essential. 

The Dolphins want first-round draft- 
ee Marco Coleman to be their pass 
rusher, a role David Griggs filled last 
season, That means Griggs, who played 
well last year, will move from outside 
to inside linebacker. 

Outside linebacker Bryan Cox, who 
was the Dolphins’ only rookie starter 
last season, showed an impetuous flair 
for big plays. Veterans Cliff Odom and 
Grimsley will compete with Ned Bolcar 
for one inside job. The Dolphins would 
like Bolcar to win, believing he repre- 
sents the future. 

E.J. Junior and Louis Cooper will 
provide depth on the outside, while 
Mark Sander will back up on the inside. 
Rookies Roosevelt Collins and Andre 
Powell will struggle to make the team. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Dolphins 
have tentatively penciled in Troy Vin- 
cent, Miami’s top draft pick, as the 
starter at left cornerback, where Ves- 
tee Jackson played the entire year 
without making an interception. The 
Dolphins need someone to make inter- 
ceptions, but Vincent made only four in 
four years at Wisconsin. 

J.B. Brown probably will retain his 
right cornerback job, which would rel- 
egate Jackson to nickel-back status. 

Free safety Louis Oliver was the Dol- 
phins’ best defender in 1991, leading the 
team in tackles (88) and interceptions 
(five). 

Bobby Harden hurt his leg in an off- 
season charity basketball game, so 
Jarvis Williams will be the starting 
strong safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Kicker Pete Stoyanovich and punter 
Reggie Roby are both coming off excel- 
lent seasons. Roby’s career-best 45.7- 
yard average led the NFL. However, 
the right footer tore an Achilles tendon 
in his left foot in the final game of the 
year and had to undergo surgery. He'll 
be ready to play this fall. 

Despite missing the first two games 
of the year as a-holdout, Stoyanovich 
led the American Football Conference 
and finished second in the NFL in scor- 
ing with a team-record 121 points. He 
hit 31 of 37 field goals, including three of 
five from beyond 50 yards. 

The Dolphins plan to use Vincent as a 
punt returner, a skill 
at which he excelled in 
college. After averag- 
ing 19.2 yards per re- 
turn, Craver again will 
return kickoffs. 
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If offense stands pat, New England’s fun could end 


By KEVIN MANNIX 
Boston Herald 


) elieve it or not, it was actually fun 
4 being a New England Patriot in 
1 

Rallying around 60-year-old Coach 
Dick MacPherson, who had spent the 
previous 17 years coaching in the col- 
legiate ranks, the Patriots played with 
the enthusiasm of a college team at 
homecoming en route to posting a 6-10 
record. 

Considering New England was com- 
ing off a 1-15 season and was confronted 
with several off-field distractions in 
1991, six wins was quite an accomplish- 
ment. And based on their returning vet- 
erans, Plan B acquisitions and incom- 
ing rookie draftees, the Patriots should 
continue to improve in 1992. 

Complicating New England's goal of 
continued improvement will be a tough- 
er schedule. Additionally, MacPherson, 
who employed an exceptionally conser- 
vative and predictable offense in ’91, 
must open up the Patriots’ attack to 
keep the opposition off guard. 

Defensively, MacPherson can only 
hope his defense plays as well as it did 
last year, when it held 12 opponents to 
under three touchdowns and kept the 
team in games while the offense strug- 
gied to find its stride. 


COACHING 


Through his personality, MacPher- 


Decorated Patriot: Marv Cook, who led league tight ends with 82 receptions, earned a 


starting shot on the Pro Bowl peat 


son took a team that lacked confidence 
and respect and made it believe in it- 
self. His sideline histrionics weren't a 
distraction because the players knew 
he was “just Mac being Mac.” 
MacPherson’s team must add some 
offensive innovation into its attack so 
opposing defenses don't stack eight 
men on the line to stop running back Le- 
onard Russell. Dick Coury is an inven- 
tive offensive coordinator who can add 


Strange: Continciy. 
For the first time 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


years, the entire Ro OFFENSE 
staff will be returning. The de- | 
fonse s anchored by a strong line Fryar Timpson Johnson | 
an nebackng oops Dn offense, te Armstrong L.Williams Bowles 
Leonard Russell heads potentially 16 ch C. Stephens d 
dangerous backfield, tight end Mav Cook t Tae ce fephen: Berd 
inds fans of Russ Francis and Hugh on : 
Millen has stabilized the quarterbackssiot. 88 __Rakoczy Redding Boyd 
Weaknesses: The secondary. The Patriots AT ___Harlow Chung Bowles | 
rane in the NFL ne pass Gefensein | wa McMurty Dykes | 
).8 yards per game) lew 4 q 
jes could crack the ineup, so the x Foot Coates: 7 | 
secondary could continue to be vulner- Millen Hodson Zolal 
able, Russell Vaughn 
Koy to success: Dick pacer eean wants, MI FB J. Stephens: Hunter Turner 
‘operate a ball-contro} offense this 
and allow Millen to pick his spas topass. DEFENSE 
‘That means the offensive ling, which Wa {f Agnew Hobb, Gra 
a disaster in 1991, must Improve, particu- a 4. 1 | 
fatty on runing play NT Goad ‘Smerlas ] 
Sure signs of trouble:ifa significant number RE ___B. Williams _Veris | 
of weean yes eit contract LOLB Tippett Tardits | 
problems, a training camp Lig Brown Rembert Collins | 
Ana en a fcandove advo RILB Lockhart McGovern Sabb 
the team's MVP. ROLB Singleton Howard 
‘That's a fact: Three of the Patriots’ sixwins CB Pool Smith Washington 
came on Ane ina vay Irom scrimmage of acB Hurst Henderson ‘Anderson 
At Nea ieee ah me ay 8ST. Gordon Key Lambert 
opportunities frm inside te opponents FS Robbins T. Gordon Lambert 
rd 
but ek Mehr sy: 1850 bea SPECIALISTS 
very, very big year in terms of where this Baumann 
program ends up, In 199%, we restored § McCarthy 
pride and hapeineas and established ra 
Credibility, Now we need to build on that.” Vaughin Allen 
PA Henderson Johnson 
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unpredictability to the New England at- 
tack, if MacPherson will let him. 


OFFEN. 
QUARTERBACKS—Hugh Millen, a 
Plan B signee before the '91 season, pro- 


vided the Patriots with their best sus- | 


tained quarterbacking since 1986. De- 
spite tying for 11th among AFC signal- 
callers in the quarterback ratings, 


Millen impressed the New England 


brass so much that the Patriots would 
not have drafted Houston hotshot David 
Klingler even if afforded the chance. 
Third-year man Tommy Hodson, who 
began 1991 as the starter but lost his job 


to Millen in week four, will be chal- | 


lenged by Scott Zolak for top backup du- 
ties. 

RUNNING BACKS—Anchored by sec- 
ond-year pros Russell and Jon Vaughn, 
this unit has the potential for big things. 

Russell, who led New England with 
959 yards rushing, earned AFC Of- 
fensive Rookie of the Year honors. 
However, he led AFC running backs 
with eight fumbles. 


Vaughn was an untapped resource | 
last year, averaging 4.7 yards on just 31 § 
carries. He’s also an excellent receiver | 


who figures to play more in '92. 
Russell's development, combined 
with John Stephens’ continued inef- 
fectiveness at halfback, has prompted 
Stephens’ shift to fullback this year. He 


doesn't have the quickness or the | 


awareness to be a prime-time halfback, 
but he can be an effective power 
back—provided he accepts the role. 
Marvin Allen offers halfback depth. 
Designated blocker Ivy Joe Hunter and 
rookies Kevin Turner and Sam Gash 
will push Stephens at fullback. 
RECEIVERS—Marv Cook and Irving 
Fryar head an average corps of receiv- 


Continued 
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NEW ENGLAND oo 


Head coach: Dick Ma€Pherson. 
Assistant coaches: Joe Collier (detnsivecorcnator, 
Dick Coury (offensive coordinat 
Joel Coll (assistant atte backs/wide receiv- 


NanFears (wide receivers). 
Norm Gerber (inside linebackers), 
Bobby Grier (running backs), 
Rod Humenulk (offensive tine). 
‘Stan Jones (defensive tine). 
Myrel Moore (outside linebackers), 
Dante Soarnecchia (special teams/ tight ends), 
Dave Uyrus (assistant special feams/de (énsive 


Chive West (defensive backs). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


ens bere! eee, 6-10 (4th in AFC East) 
9 In conference; 4-4 at home; 


Warp nt record: Nore. 

‘MacPherson’s regular-season record: 6-10 In one sea~ 

‘son with Patriots, 

‘MacPherson’s postsoason record: None, 

‘Team rocord tast five years: 29-50 (.367, ranks T24th 

in league in that span). 

1991 toam rankings: ARG NFL 
we 1S a 


5 


Total offense... 


16 
a 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity, surfaes): Foxboro Stadium (60,794, 


rass), 
Fett ormaton:508-543- 176. 
ship radia station: WBZ, 1030 AM. 
Trang: Bryant Coleg, Smithfield, Rls 508- 


10-39 yd. TDs || 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only, 


COACHES 1992 SCHEDULE 


Deo, G—INDIAMAPOLIS 
Dec, 13—atKansas City 
ean Cincinnati 
27—MIAMI 


Sept. 6—at Miami 4:00 

Sept. 13—atL.A-Rams 1:00 

Sept. 20—SEATTLE 1:00 

27—BUFFALO 4:00 

Oct. 4—atN.Y. Jets 8:00 

L.  T1-SAN FRANCISCO. 4:00 

Oct. 18: Poet date fi 

Oct 25—Cl EVEL ANG 4:00 

Nov,  1—at Buffalo 4:00 

Nov. 8—NEW ORLEANS 4:00 

Nov, 15—at jeans 1:00 

i alae 2 
29-2 K 

4:00 

12:00 

00 

1:00 


Altimes local, All games Sunday. 


1991 RESULTS 
Seo atlodany 
Sent 18 ath jh 
—al 
B-HOUSTON 


Sept. 
ae 22am 
S—MIAM 


7 EHDiNAPouS (07 
Dec. 15—at N.Y. Jets 
Dec, 22—atCincinnati 


1991 TEAM LEADERS 
alason Staurovsky, 49 pts. (10/11 

oa NONI nas A 
ie (isto Leonard Russell, 24 pts. (4 
ert hha (409 att., 246 Ms 
ae, ks Hal ree 
hi ee a 959 yds. (266 att., 3.6.avg., 
Mary Cook, 82 {808 yds., 9.9 avg., 3 
tions; Maurice Hurst, 3 (21 yds.,0 TDs). 
Testes Vincent Bown, 11 (oso Saas 


sisted) 
Bahn 23) 
fleet} ‘McCarthy, 40.2 avg. (66 punts, 2,650 


oe es Henderson, 7.4 avg, (27 att,, 204 
s,, 0 


ickotl ‘as Jon Vaughn, 24-1 avg. (34 att, 1 
yds. 1TDs). 


-#2-=-rrr-= creer 
= 
sj 


10-39 yd. TDs 


100-yd. games 


=| 17-39 yd. Fes 
1 |e) 40-49 yd. Fes 


1/1 {1 | 300-ya. games 


1}i 1 | 10-39ye Tos 


ili fr fi] 4o+ya. tos 


Kickoff return 
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HUGE UP Uap ep aiate 


ers. Cook, who led league tight ends 
with 82 receptions, earned a starting 
spot on the Pro Bow! squad. Fryar set 
career highs with 68 receptions for 1,014 
yards, despite constant double cover- 
age. Additionally, he continues to be 
one of the best blocking wideouts in the 
league. 

The Patriots’ mission is to find com- 
petent complementary receivers to 
take pressure off Cook and Fryar. Greg. 
McMurtry and Michael Timpson each 
had their moments last year, but nei- 
ther supplied the consistency MacPher- 
son desires. 

Hart Lee Dykes hurt his kneecap in 
the preseason and missed the entire 
year. There are questions about his 
ability to come back. Tight end Ben 
Coates will play a major role this year 
as the Patriots employ a lot of two-tight 
end formations, 

LINEMEN —This was an area of major 
concern after 1991. The pass blocking 
was spotty and the run push was almost 
invisible, particularly in the middle of 
the line. Five players started at guard 
in 1991—four of whom were let go at the 
end of the year. 

To shore up the line, particularly the 
guard spots, the Patriots selected Vir- 
ginia Tech’s Eugene Chung with their 
first-round draft pick, signed Scott 
Bowles (San Francisco) and Larry Wil- 
liams (New Orleans) on Plan B and 
traded for Reggie Redding (Atlanta). 

Chung is expected to follow Pat Har- 
low's lead this year. Harlow, who didn’t 
miss a snap at right tackle, was New 
England's first-round pick in 1991. He 
underwent back surgery in the off- 
season but is expected to be 100 percent 
for 1992. 

Left tackle Bruce Armstrong, who 
has played in two straight Pro Bowls, 
started every game last year, as did 
center Gene Chilton, who started slow- 
ly but played well down the stretch, 

Second-year man Calvin Stephens, a 
third-round draft pick in 1991 who 
missed the entire year with an arm in- 
jury, could challenge for one of the 


guard spots, 
DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—The Patriots’ two-line ro- 
tation was a success last year, except 
when it came to rushing the passer, The 
unit had a hard time generating a rush 
because defensive coordinator Joe Col- 
lier rarely blitzed linebackers or defen- 
sive backs, 

But when it came to stopping the run, 
the Patriots were tough. The first unit 


‘(Ray Agnew, Tim Goad and Brent Wil- 


liams) combined with the second unit 
(Garin Veris, Fred Smerlas and Marion 
Hobby) to help New England rank third 
in the AFC in rushing defense (98.7 
yards per game). 

Although he played sparingly, Veris 
is the team’s most effective lineman. 
He had been dogged by nagging injuries 
in recent years, but he stayed healthy 
in '9] and played well. 

Agnew has yet to play a full season 
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because of a string of annoying inju- 
ries, but Williams has been Mr. De- 
pendable, having started 64 consecutive 
games. 

Nose tackles Goad and Smerlas com- 
bined to give the Patriots strength up 
the middle. 

LINEBACKERS—This is still an area of 
strength, albeit aging strength. Andre 
Tippett and Johnny Rembert begin 
their 10th seasons, while Eugene Lock- 
hart enters his ninth and David Howard 
his eighth, 

When big plays are needed, Tippett is 
still capable. He led the team in sacks 
(8.5) and ranked third in tackles (65). 
Vincent Brown, who led the team in 
tackles (117), is the heir apparent to 
Tippett as the team’s dominating line- 
backer. 

Rembert, who missed training camp 
last year because of a contract dispute, 
lost his starting job to Lockhart, who 
performed well in running situations. 

Howard was both versatile and pro- 
ductive in '91, while Chris Singleton has 
struggled to stay on the field because of 
a variety of injuries. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Other than cor- 
nerback Maurice Hurst, there are a 
number of questions. 

Free safety Fred Marion and cor- 
nerback Ronnie Lippett, staples in the 
secondary throughout the 1980s, have 
been released, creating two starting va- 
cancies. 

The Patriots signed Plan B free agent 
Randy Robbins (Denver) and used 
three draft picks in the first four rounds 
to stock the secondary with young play- 
ers. 

Tim Gordon, who possesses tough- 
ness and speed, is tentatively penciled 
in as the starting strong safety. Al- 
though he started only six games last 
year, Gordon ranked second on the 
team in tackles (77). 

Jerome Henderson, a second-round 
choice in 1991, was a non-factor as a 
rookie, but he'll be given a chance to 
win Lippett’s cornerback spot. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


New England boasted a good kickoff- 
coverage unit, allowing only 16.7 yards 
per return.to rank second in the NFL. 
The Patriots’ punt-coverage unit wasn't 
as successful, allowing 8.2 yards per re- 
turn to rank 12th in the league. 

When it came to returning kicks, 
New England enjoyed marginal suc- 
cess. Vaughn returned a kickoff 99 
yards for a touchdown early in the sea- 
son, but he wore down toward the end 
of the year and finished with a 21.1-yard 
average on 34 returns. Henderson was 
never a threat as a punt returner, net- 
ting 7.4 yards per return. 

Charlie Baumann hit seven of nine 
field-goal attempts, including four of 
four from beyond 40 
yards. Punter Shawn rz 
McCarthy makes up ret 
for distance (40.2-yard 
average) with excel- Se: 
lent hang time. 


1992 NEW ENGLAND PATRIOTS ROSTER 
. NEL 


Exp. Collegs a¢g. 6P/8S 


p. 
3 Louisiana State 03/90 16/3 
11-22-63 5 Washington PlanB/91 13/13 

12-13-67 1. Maryland 4/91 

‘RUNNING BACKS: 

39 Allen, Marvin (KR) 5 Tulane 011/88 15/@ 
Gash, Sam... R Penn State ‘DBa/92 — 
45 Hunter, ivy Joe 4 Kentucky PlanB/91 13/11 
R Southern California 8/92 = 
2 Arizona State D1a/91 16/15 
5 Northwestern (La.) State 01/88 14/3 
R Alabama 03a/92 = 
2 Michigan 05/91 16/2 


24 Vaughn, Jon ..... 
RECEIVERS: 


eon 


as D1 
Southwest Minnesota 07/92 =a 
Miami (Fla.) 
Michigan 32/90 15/12. 
Penn State 04/89 16/2 


a 
= 


Baur, Turner (TE) 19-68 Stan 10/92 - 
22-69 Hunboldtsate(Cal,) 012/92 = 
69 2 Livingstone (N.C.) sa/9i 16/2 
66 4 Jowa 03/89 (16/16 
65 3. Oklahoma State 01/89 0/0 
9 Nebasia 784 18/15 
2 
3 
3 


g 


78 Armstrong, Bruce (T) ........6-4/284 97-65 6 Louisville 01/87 16/16 
a an ) 6-5/280 12-20-67 1 North Texas State PlanB/92 0/0 
Borsa te) 8-27-67 R Elizabeth City (N.C.) St. 06/92 7 

63 Chilton, Gene (C).. 3-27-64 6 Texas FA/90 16/16 
Chung, Eugene. 6-14-69 R Virginia Tech 01/92 = 

4-14-69 R California ¢ D10a/92 = 
16-69 2 Southern California 01/91 16/16 
j= 18-65, 6 Miami (Fla.) “AIO1 5/2 
}-22-68 2 CalState Fullerton T-Atl/92-*13/0 
}-25-67 1 South Carolina 03/91, 

3-63 5 NotreDame PlanB/92 “6/2 

12-9-67 3 North Carolina State D1a/89 13/10 

1-5-69 R Arizona State D9/92 me 
-29-68 1. Delta State 012/91 o/0 
-20-66 4 Southwestern Louisiana PlanB/90 8/0 
-28-66 5 North Carolina 4/88 16/15 
-5-69 R West Virginia D7a/92 — 
1-7-66 3 Tennessee /90, 15/1 
-8-57. 14 Boston College FAISN 16/1 
-27-63 T Stanford 02/85. 16/4 
0-23-64 7 Toledo 07a/86 16/16 

LINEBACKERS 

59 Brown, Vincent, 65 5 Mississippi Valley State 02/88 16/15 
Collins, Todd. “70 R Carson-Newman (Tenn.) D3/92 = 

99 Howard, David. -61 8 Long Beach State T-Dal/91 16/5 

50. Jarostchuk, lia 64 5 New Hampshire PlanB/90 IR 

51 Lockhart, Eugene. 61 Q Houston T-Dal/91 16/13 

wvern, -66 4 Holy Cross PlanB/92*15/0 
Petko, Mike... 10-2-69 R Nebraska 11/92 — 

52 Rembert, Johnn| “61 10 Clemson 4/83 2/1 
Sabb, Oway +69 R New Hampshire 05/92 = 

55 Singleton, Chris. 67 3 Arizona 1/90 12/11 

53 Tardits, Richart ~30-65. 2 Georgia FA/90 16/0 

56 Tippett, Andre .. -27-59 10 lowa D2a/62 16/16 

11-69 A Toledo D4/92 = 
66 2 Brigham Young FA/92 0 
65 6 Tulsa FA/90 7 

36 Henderson, Jerome (CB: 69 2 Clemson. 02/91 16/1 

37 Hurst, Maurice (CB) -67 4 Southern (La.) D4a/89 15/14 

26 Key, David (S) -68 2 Michigan 06/91 3/0 
Lambert, Dion. 69 R UCLA D4a/92 = 

66 3 Carson-Newman (Tenn.) FA/91 15/3 
14-62 9 Arizona PlanB/92 0 *16/2 
12-70 R Notre Dame 2/92 — 
68 3 Texas A&M FA/90 16/4 
‘SPECIALISTS 
8 Baumann, Charlie (K 67 2 West Virginia FAISI 49/0 
11 McCarthy, Shawn (P) ... -68 2 Purdue FA/S1 13/0 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 

Randy Austin, teggie Clark, LB; Waldy Clark, CB; Chuck Esty, G; Al Golden, TE; Greg Lahr, T; Kelvin Means, 
‘WR; William Price, C8; Jeff Smith, WR; John Tappin, WR; Greg Tucker, S; Kevin Whitley, CB; Troy Wilkes, LB. 
“Not with Patriots in 1991. 

‘tincludes totals with both Patriots and another NFL team in 1991. 

Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW. 


;.- that only one running back (Buffalo's Thurman Thomas) has gained 100 or more yards against the Patriots 
inthe last 18 games? 
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-| Jets closer to fitting Cosiet - Steinberg blueprint 


By RICH CIMINI 
Newsday 


fj t's finally happening. The Jets are 

starting to resemble the blueprint 
m that was created 2% years ago by 
Bruce Coslet and Dick Steinberg. 

Since taking command after the 
dreadful 1989 season that produced a 4- 
12 record, the coach/general-manager 
tandem has rebuilt the Jets into a re- 
spectable squad. After winning six 
games in '90, New York won eight last 
year en route to a wild-card playoff 
berth. This year, the Jets are gunning 
for 10 wins. 

But for New York to reach that goal, 
it must resolve its quarterback situa- 
tion. As it stands now, the Jets are 
stuck in a time warp, floating some- 
where between the past and future. 

Ken O'Brien, whom the organization 
would like to replace, represents the 
past. Browning Nagle, a second-round 
draft pick in '91 who carried the clip- 
board last season, is the future. Now, 
New York has to figure out which quar- 
terback will represent the present. 

Nagle will be given every opportunity 
to lead the Jets in ‘92. But if he isn’t 
ready for the opener, the Jets will have 
no choice but to start O'Brien. 


acinch for Browning.” 

There's another factor that may pre- 
vent the Jets from improving their win 
total; A tougher schedule. New York’s 
non-division schedule includes games 
against Atlanta, San Francisco, Den- 
ver, Kansas City and New Orleans, 

With an improving defense and an of- 
fense stacked with skill-position play- 
ers, New York has the talent to com- 
pete against those teams, However, the 
Jets still don't match the Coslet- 
Steinberg blueprint, but at least they're 
not black and blue anymore. 


COACHING 


Coslet’s coaching ability was evident 
in the aftermath of last season's crush- 
ing 19-13 overtime loss in Chicago. The 
Monday night defeat dropped the Jets 
to 1-3 and could have caused the team to 
nose-dive, but Coslet managed to re- 
group the players. Six days later, the 
Jets whipped Miami, 41-23. 

Coslet's key assistant is defensive co- 
ordinator Pete Carroll, who finished 
second to Dennis Green for the Min- 
nesota Vikings coaching job. New York 
is lucky Carroll didn’t get the Vikings’ 
job because he is too valuable to lose. 

Quarterbacks coach Walt Harris, 
who will tutor Nagle, and tight ends 


coach Paul Alexander, who will coach 
first-round pick Johnny Mitchell, are 
new additions to the staff. 


“Everybody wants me to replace y Fs 
) Kenny, but let's blow his horn: He got Subtle star: Brad Baxter is quietly 


us into the playoffs last year,” Coslet establishing himself as a top fullback. 
said. “Beating him out isn't going to be ——————— OFFENSE 


er QUARTERBACKS—If anything, O'Bri- 
‘Strengths; New York 


en is a survivor. He's made 32 straight 
Slam New Yor! = PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


starts and has held his job for seven 
years, But O'Brien threw only 10 touch- 

Fee te onl postions: The OFFENSE 

SU ALU aCe wa Toon Burkett Carpenter 


down passes last year, none in the last 
aoa gam which helped them 


four regular-season games. At best, 


i Jead the AFC in time of possession LT Criswell Malamala he's steady, At worst, he hurts the of- 
cu ee cd fense. Le Cadigan Haight Sweeney fense because of his inability to impro- 
isaknasses: New York is plagued by in- i i "Bri 
| | Sconstetencyat bar achat noire £ Sweeney pst 5 vise. But, with his experience, O'Brien 
ST EMESTHtiEg GK OTRGHIN  eorneed ite faight ixon is still the best quarterback New York 
back and on the defensivelineandanina- RT_Eatman Malamala possesses, 
pil us Baie coed erty iar TE Mitchell Boyer Beach If the Jets based their decision on 
| Cote CPIM Se eM MinaHeNeIsy WR Moore Mathis who could throw the hardest and the 
i vst pio 
Ae Le PS! on créien Nagle Taylor farthest, Nagle would be considered 
| hie etss: On offense, the Jetsneeda HB Thomas McNeil Hector their best quarterback. Not many quar- 
} | Solid year from Blair Thomas, and Ken FB Baxter Hector terbacks in the league can match his 


O'Brien must stay healthy. If Browning 
Nagle develops quickly, it’s a plus. Onde- DEFENSE 

fenso, New. York needs another double- fe Byeg 
digit Sack total from Jeff Lageman, a bet- Ny 


arm strength. What Nagle has to do is 
harness his power and develop a grasp 
of the offense, He's as green as a Jets 


M. Washington Gunn 


ter pass rush from Dennis Byrd, an all- LT __Mersereau Hart Frases home jersey, having attempted onl: 
Fook oat (tom KU Barber and qualty, Gunn Byrd Frase ONGL Paeeea S E ~ 
play from the secondary, RE Lageman M. Washington t 7 
| Sure sign of trouble: f Naglo doesn't pan out Ug rei Tenia a mai “ FA RATER RCRECA ST Ne 
3 jol J , a sixthe 
| | Wace develops ick a quarteraer | MLB cillon Goleman Kelly pick from East Carolina, 
foo) i a=", pen ances A es gece 
: rg ner ; ; i 
| | season but dignt soore-a touchdown, Of ¢p file ATES ite Blair Thomas, who has failed to live up 
the 66 players who caught at least 44 ¢¢—s"Wachaaton Fishback 7 to expectations after being the second- 
passes, Toon Was the only one who failed Washington _Fishbac ors. overall pick in the 1990 draft, This could 
tocatch a TD pass. FS_Young Kors Turner be a make-or-break year for Thomas, 
Coach Bruce Cosiet say: 


whom the Jets will depend on heavily. 


"We accomplished 
_ SPECIALISTS 
our Number 1 goal fast year: We made the Brad Baxter is quietly establishing 


playoffs. Now we Want to'go.a little fur- Kk. Allegre 


ther.” Aguiar himself as a top fullback. Coslet likes to 

! xh Mathis MoMillan use big backs, and he often makes the 

ew PROD Mathis carater bruising Baxter the focal point of the 
: rushing attack. The free-agent signee 
ee has a nose for the end:zone, scoring an 
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AFC-best 11 rushing touchdowns last 
season. 

Depth shouldn't be a problem. Free- 
man McNeil, 33, and Johnny Hector, 31, 
affectionately known as the Geritol 
Backs, can still be effective in limited 
roles. Pat Chaffey, Blaise Bryant and 
A.B, Brown will battle for the last run- 
ning-back spot. 

RECEIVERS—The New York regime 
has invested a lot of money in this area, 
using first-round picks on Rob Moore 
and Mitchell, That duo should combine 
with Al Toon to form a potentially ex- 
plosive receiving corps. 

Wideouts Moore and Toon, who com- 
bined for 144 receptions last season, 
complement each other well, Moore is 
the big-play artist, while Toon is the 
crafty possession receiver. Their back- 
ups, Chris Burkett and Terance Mathis, 
are solid. Rob Carpenter, a Plan B sign- 
ee, is the leading candidate for the fifth 
spot, 

The tight end position was upgraded 
considerably with the selection of 
Mitchell, He's still raw, but he has the 
size and speed to give Coslet another 
weapon for his arsenal. Mark Boyer, a 
sturdy blocker, will see significant ac- 
tion as the No. 2 tight end. Pat Beach, a 
Plan B free agent, was signed primarily 
for his long-snapping skills. 

LINEMEN—The line is a major reason 
why the Jets ranked fifth in the league 
in rushing last year (135 yards per 
game), 

The cog is center Jim Sweeney, who 
has started 110 consecutive non-strike 
games. He's flanked by guards Dave 
Cadigan and Dwayne White, a punish- 
ing drive blocker, The tackles are Jeff 
Criswell and Iry Eatman, who did a 
nice job last year after arriving in a 
trade from Kansas City. 

The top reserve is guard Mike 
Haight. Backup center Roger Duffy will 
be challenged by rookie Cal, Dixon, 
while versatile newcomer Siupeli Mala- 
mala may earn a starting spot before 
the season ends, 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN —This could be the most im- 
proved area on the team. The Jets, who 
couldn't stop the run in 1990, performed 
better last year, limiting opponents to 
3.8 yards per carry. Credit ends Jeff 
Lageman and Marvin Washington and 
tackle Dennis Byrd for most of the im- 
provement, Tackle Scott Mersereau 
was having his best year before sprain- 
ing both ankles, 

Now New York must improve its pass. 
rush. Lageman, who collected a career- 
high 10 sacks in ‘91, has developed intoa 
good rusher, but the Jets still lack a 
pass rusher who instills fear in the op- 
position. If Byrd can revert to his '90 
form, when he had 13 sacks, it would be 
a huge boost. 

Depth is a concern, as Washington 
underwent off-season shoulder surgery 
and may not be 100 percent until late 
August, The only other experienced 


Continued 
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Me halle 
Blake, Jeff.. 


RUNNING BACKS 
90 Baxter, Brat 
29: Brown, A.B. 
33 Bat ae 
28 Chaffey, P 
94 Hector, ‘oni 
35 Kinard, Leroy. 
24 McNeil, Freeman 
32 Thomas, Blair 


RECEIVERS: 
47 Anthony, Corwin (TE 
84 Beach, Pat (TE) 
18 Boles, Eric,. 
80 Boyer, Mark (TE 


87 Burkett, Chris 
19 Carpenter, Rot 
89 Dawkins, Dale 
82 Katy Pat (TE! 
81 Mathis, Terance (KR 
83 Mitchell, Johnny (TE 
17 Moore, fb 


85 et 

88. Toor 

86 Waigeahnt Ker 
OFFENSIVE LINEMI 

66 Cadigan, Dave (@).. 

69 Criswell, Jeff (T) 

52 Dixon, Rae 


72 Miller, Brett (T) 
53 Sweeney, Jim (C/G: 
67 White, Dwayne (G) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


ft, Roy (T). 
78 Johnson, Mario (ris 
56 Lageman, Jeff (E) 
94 Mersereau, Soott (T).. 
74 Pickel, Bll (T: 


LINEBACKERS 
50 Barber, Ku 
98 Cadrez, Glenn 
§9 Clifton, Kyl 
99 Coleman, Keo. 
55 Houston, Bobby, 
54 Jenkins, Pepper. 
95 Johnson, Tro} 
58 Kelly, J 
57 Lewis, Me 
‘51 Mott, Joe. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS: 
a Brim, Mike (CB) 


22 Momillan, Erk (5 
20 Price, Dennis (CB: 
45. Stargel, Tony (ci 


31 Young, 


“Not with Jets in 1991. 


40 Staurovsky, Jason (K| 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Bruce Collie, OL; Kelvin Fisher, RB; Richard Holt, S; Claude Jones, 
Patrick Nelson, WR; Troy Sadowski, TE; Brad Sullivan, G/T; Wayne Wicka, DT; Matt Willig, DT. 


) 


46 Brownlee, Vincent (KR) . 


} 


) 


97 Washington, Marvin (E) 


val peda Bing i 8 6- 


23 Turner, Marcus (CB/S) 
48 Washington, rian (S 
connie (S/CB: 


1992 NEW YORK JETS ROSTER 


L/W 
~6-0/202 


1. College 

R East Carolina 
2 Louisville 
UC Davis 
California 


os 


-60 
4-5-68 


Alabama State 
West Virginia 
lowa State 
Oregon State 
Texas A&M 
Liberty 

UCLA. 


PennState 


3 
= 
a 
ES 


eSaSrviwee 


UCLA 
4/250 12-28-59 I Nee State 
6-3/195 4-29-70 Central Washington 
4/242 9-16-62 Southern California 
11/191 12-20-69 Mississippi 
4/200 8-21-62 Jackson State 


8-1-68 aie 
= 1/190 6 liami (Fla.) 
6-6/252 10-29-65 Syracuse 
10/170 6-7-67 New Mexico 
3/263 1-20-71 Nebraska 


UCLA 
Syracuse 
Wisconsin 
Georgia Tech 


S 
moor mesenanans— 
2 


Southern California 
che (la.) 


lowa 

Arizona State 
Washington 
lowa 
Pittsburgh 
Alcorn State 


SoSz=sNOBaN 
= 


South Carolina 
Missouri 
Virginia 


aSonznnnas 


Rutgers 
Idaho 


Southern California 
Houston 

Texas Christian, 
Mississippi State 
North Carolina State 
Long Beach State 
Oklahoma 
Washington 
Georgia 

lowa 


= 
ee 
= 
en iasn2ex> 


Virginia Union 
Carson-Newman 
Washington State 
Long Beach State 
Missouri 

a) ‘to UNLV 

UCLA 
Tennessee State 
UCLA 

Nebraska 
Michigan State 


m@panwownnane 


Utah State 


osen 
ea 
& 


tIncludes totals with both Jets and another NFL team in 1991. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


gin 
Southern Connecticut St, 


How “91 Games 
1g. GP/6s 
6/92 
2/91 0 
1/83 16/16 
1/90. 5/0 
FA/89 16/14 
08/89 9/0 
06/91 0/0 
FA/92 "14/2 
2/83 14/4 
FA/S4 0/0 
01/81 13/1 
01/90 16/12 
FA/91 0/0 
PlanB/92 *12/10 
011/92 = 
PlanB/90 11/10 
8/92 = 
FA/89 15/4 
PlanB/92 “8/1 
1/90 15/0, 
PlanB/90 8/0 
06/90 16/1 
01/92 +r; 
FA/91 0 
SupD1/90 16/16 
D1/85, 15/15 
W-Was/91 7/2, 
01/88. 15/10 
FA/88 16/16 
5/92 — 
8/90 12/0 
T-KC/91 16/16. 
‘1/86, 7/6 
012/91 0/0 
03/92 ms 
PlanB/90 15/0 
D2a/84 16/16 
07a/90 16/16 
02/89 16/16 
16/88 16/2 
PlanB/92*10/0 
04/91 18/1 
PlanB/92 “1/0 
D10/92 — 
D1/89 16/16 
FA/87 13/13 
PlanB/91 15/1 
D6a/89 15/15 
De/92 — 
D6a/92 
03/84 16/16 
192. = 
PlanB/91 14/0 
FA/S1 0/0 
-Chi/90 16/0 
T-Cin/90 16/12 
191 16/15 
03/89 0/0 
PlanB/91 16/12 
PlanB/92 “14/0 
03/88 16/16 
PlanB/91 16/0 
D3a/88 16/6 
FA/90 16/1 
T-Rai/90 0/0 
13/90 16/7 
PlanB/92 *3/0 
W-Cle/89 16/16 
T-Pho/91 12/11 
FAI94 16/0 
FAIS1 +410 
FA/74 15/0 
PlanB/92 "9/0. 


G; Scott McAllister, P; Clarence Miller, WR; 


AFC EAST 


NEW YORK JETS 


el 
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AFC EAST 


NEW YORK JETS 


COACHES 


Head coach: Bruce: ae 


Kippy Brown (running backs). 

Pete Carroll {suena coordinator), 

Ed Donatell (defensive assistant/ defensive backs). 
Foge Fazio Viaebaciers) 

Walt Harris (quarterbacks), 

Greg Mackrides (strength and conditioning). 

Chip Myers (receivers). 

Al Roberts. evn coordinator). 

Greg Robinson (defensive line). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 seat record: 8-8 (2nd in AFC East); 


4-4 in division; 6-6 in conference; 4-4 at home; 4-4 
on road. 

1991 playotf record: Lost to Oilers, 17-10, in AFC _ 
wild-card game. 

visti ‘regular-season record: 14-18 in two seasons 
with Jets. 

Coslol’s postseason record; 0-1 in one playoff with 


‘Toam rocord last five yours: 32-46-41 (.414, ranks 24st 
in league in that span). 

1991 foam rankit AFC NFL 
Total offens 4 6 


516-538-7200. 
ip radio station: WCBS, 880 AM, 
teal Hofstra Tavera Hempstead, NY. 


1992 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 6—atAtlanta 1:00 
Sept. 13—at Pittsburgh 4:00 
Sept. 20—SAN FRANCISCO 1:00 
Sept. 27—at L.A. Rams 400 
Oct. _4—NEWENGLAND. 8:00 
Oct. 11—at ineianpot 3:00 
Oct. 18—Oper 

Oct. a aleralo (Mon.) 9:00 
Nov. MIAME 1:00 
Nov. aR DENT 2:00 
Nov. 15—CINCINNAT 4:00 
Nov. 22—at New England 4:00 
Nov. 29—KANSASCITY 1:00 
Dec. _6—at Buffalo 1:00 
‘Dec. ee hens 1:00 
‘Dec. 20—at Miami 8:00 
Dec. 26—NEW. ORLEANS (Sat,) 12:30 

Alltimes focal. All games Sunday unless noted. 
1991 RESULTS 

Sept. 1—TAMPABAY 16-13 
Sept. Boats Seattle 13-20 
Sept. 15—Bul 20-23 
oe ail hon (OT) 13-19 
Sept, 29— 41-23 


Oct fot Cleveland 
Oct. 13—HOUSTON 
Oct. 20—at Indianapolis 

. 27—Open date 
Nov. 3—GREEN BAY (OT) 
Nov, 10—INDIANAPOLIS 
Nov, 17—atNew England 


S--e-==-= =-==--r= 
3 


Nov. 24—SAN DIEG( 24-3, 
Dec. 1—at Buffalo 13-24 
Dec. it Detroit 20-34 
Dec. 1! W ENGLAND 3-f 
Dec. 22—at Miami (OT) 23-20 


1991 TEAM LEADERS 


ee nat: Pat Leahy, 108 pts, (30/30 PATs, 
Me oes Brad Baxter, 66 pts. (11 rush- 
O'Brien, 3,00 yds, (489 att, 267 comp,, 


Passing: Ken 
Sat 10 TDs, 11 int. 
sae Blair rene 728 yds, ( 189 att. 3.9 avg, 3 


Helin, 74 (963 ays. 1308 ,0TDs). 
Intercept ‘Mike iy nt be do, 0 hy 70s} 
le Patong S010, 62 etd). 


ouie ree 994 avg. (64 punts, 2,521 


bl 
he returns: Terance Mathis, 6.8 avg. (23 att,, 157 
ids,,0 TDs). 
Ickoff returns: Teranice Mathis, 20.7 avg. (29 att., 
599 yds., 0 TDs), 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only, 


KICK SCORING 
I 


tblockedpunt —fumblerecovery —_*interception 


Et 

#/./#|/./8 2]. lglg 

SIE ISIElE ZIElS le 3 
S/E/ElEls Efe fal Pe = 
2|$/8|2\s 23 |2/5 = 2 
= =|=|=— =f Ee eee 
= ===) — =e f= f= 
See Te nye tee =(-l- (elim 
SSS oso =(=/- I= rhi 
== (STE IE EE =|=|/- |] /— firs 
==] eae Ee =|=/=/= (= I- 
SSE Sse SSC SS SSirgn 
SS SS So SSS S Soe s 
Sao Sooo aso 
SSS 3335 SSS SSS eo 
SSS SSS SS SS Slo ees 
SSS eee eee ee 
SaaS SSS rs SoSSSoae 
42S ES eee eee ee eee fol 
=[= I= (TE TE ee Ee le eg = ao fF fe 
T= IE eee ere reereeeeren 
SWEETS eae EEE Eee eG 
FS ae 
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backups are Mark Gunn, Paul Frase 
and Bill Pickel, who will struggle to 
keep his job. 

LINEBACKERS— When Coslet was 
hired, the linebacking corps was awful. 
Other than Kyle Clifton, there wasn't 
much to brag about. But now, this unit 
is improving. With the addition of Mo 
Lewis in ’91 and the acquisition of line- 
backers in this year’s draft, there’s 
hope for the future, 

Lewis, who started every game on 
the strong side, played the run well and 
flashed potential as a pass rusher. 

Kurt Barber, who figures to be the 
Jets’ top rookie linebacker, will prob- 
ably start on the strong side. That 
would allow Lewis to move to the weak 
side, which is a more demanding posi- 
tion in the New York defense. The resil- 
jent Clifton will man the middle. 

Veterans Joe Kelly, Bobby Houston 
and Troy Johnson will battle rookies 
Keo Coleman and Glenn Cadrez for 
spots on the bench, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—With several 
high-powered passing teams on the 
schedule, the secondary must improve 
after ranking 24th in the league in pass 
defense last season (221.2 yards per 
game). 

Right cornerback James Hasty, free 
safety Lonnie Young and strong safety 
Brian Washington are all solid. Left 
cornerback Mike Brim will be chal- 
lenged by Tony Stargell and possibly 
Erik McMillan, a former Pro Bowl 
safety. 

The reserve safeties are R.J, Kors 
and Joe Fishback, a special-teams ace 
who wasn't protected on Plan B by At- 
lanta. Marcus Turner, a Plan B signee 
from Phoenix, has a chance to make 
the team because of his versatility. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


For the first time in 19 years, Pat 
Leahy may not be New York's kicker, 
The 41-year-old Leahy, the NFL's third 
all-time leading scorer, is battling sci- 
atica (pain in the hip and back of the 
thigh), which ended his season in week 
15 last year. He probably will retire. 

As insurance, the Jets retained Raul 
Allegre and signed Plan B free agent 
Jason Staurovsky. Allegre booted the 
Jets into the playoffs by nailing three 
field goals, including the game-tying 
and game-winning kicks, in a victory 
over Miami in the regular-season fi- 
nale, 

Louie Aguiar, whose 39.4-yard punt- 
ing average was the second lowest in 
the AFC, didn't have a chance to rest 
last year after arriving in New York 
from the World League. He’s hoping 
time off this off-season will strengthen 
his leg. 

The kick-coverage units, led by team 
most valuable player Burkett, im- 
proved considerably 
under new coach Al 
Roberts. The punt and 
kickoff returns, han- 
dled by Mathis, can be 
improved. 
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Bengals abandon quick fix for future success 


By JACK BRENNAN 
Cincinnati Enquirer 


ge he Cincinnati Bengals are intent 
| on ending their roller-coaster ex- 

IB istence in the AFC Central Divi- 
sion, even if it means finishing low in 
the standings for a year or two. 

Sam Wyche is out as coach after a tu- 
multuous eight seasons. Wyche was al- 
ways creating controversy, and the 
team responded by being unpredict- 
able. Since 1987, the Bengals have fin- 
ished last, first, last, first and last again 
in ‘91, 

Dave Shula, former wide-receivers 
coach, is now the head coach. He's only 
33 and must prove he has worthwhile 
credentials other than being Don 
Shula’s son, but he promises a far more 
consistent and controlled regime than 
Wyche provided. Shula has a challenge 
on his hands, as the Bengals’ 3-13 finish 
in '91 was the worst in franchise his- 
tory. 

General Manager Mike Brown was 
bravely predicting in January that his 
team could shoot back up the division 
elevator to the playoffs in 1992. In April, 
however, the Bengals made the shock- 
er pick of the draft, bypassing defen- 
sive needs to take quarterback David 
Klingler with the sixth choice overall. 

The Bengals continued to ignore the 
prime need areas of defensive line and 
cornerback until the fourth round, 


- 
if 


Foundation: Cincinnati hopes Alfred 
Williams forms one of the cornerstones of 
a defense that's under construction, 


sending the message that they are look- 
ing more to their future than to a quick 
fix. But the '91 statistics show that Cin- 
cinnati, which ranked last in the league 
in scoring defense, total defense and 
pass defense, needs help stopping the 
opposition now. 

Brown contends analysts “have got it 
all wrong if they think we've abandoned 
hope for next season.” Granted, the 


etait PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
the Bengals still possess a 
Solid core of veteran offensive SEFENGE ! 
talent. Young outside linebackers McGee Pickens Rembert 
Allred Williams and James Francis a Munoz Scratford Dees 
provide hope on defense, LG Kozerski Moyer Withycombe 
Weaknesses: Cincinnati may boast the  ¢ “Arthur Kozerski 
NFL's least-effective defensive line, The 
Bongals also face majorquestionsatcor "9 Scrafford Melander Olberding | 
netback, AY Walter Molander Scrafford 
Key to Sere Highly regarded ouenahs Te Holman Katius Thompson ! 
Coordinator Ron Lyn, who got little halp 
in the draft, must coax: new -heights. of a Sroun enna suite 
performance from a veteran group that 2 at iss nogiee 
carsies shaky credentials. RB Green Fenner Dingle 
Sure sign of trouble: A slaw start by Boomer FB Dingle Taylor Ball 
Esiason, who needs to come back strong 
ater two subpar years. DEFENSE 
That's afoct: The Bengals’ league-tigh435 | Le Grant Tubbs Stewart 
points allowed was 54 more than the | jm —kranre Subs era 
noxt-to- worst team (Indianapolis: with 0 
381), RE_ itz Tuatagaloa Nix 
Coneh aves sare Wedratie thebest) LOLB Francis Gordon Barker 
Dy trata ing ea belt LLB Bentley Walker White 
tin ayes tantinptave you Ron {118_—_McDonald Walker Kirk | 
where you rented AOLB A. Williams Stubbs Tuatagaloa | 
Luck Wheeler Jones ] 
ACB ‘Thomas Haddix Price ! 
$8 Fulcher Bussey 
F8___D. Williams Dixon Vinson 
SPECIALISTS 
K____ Breech Johnson 
P__Johnson Breech 
KR Ball Price Dingle 
PR Price Pickens 
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Bengals return some big offensive 
names and hope for big things from a 
promising new defensive coaching 
staff, But after the draft, Boomer Esia- 
son pondered, "Do we really have an op- 
portunity to win here the next couple 


years?” 
COACHING 


New coaches usually enjoy a honey- 
moon period with the fans, but Shula's | 
could be shorter than normal because 
of his name and youth, 

Still, Shula enters his first training | 
camp knowing he has assembled a top- 
notch staff. Ron Lynn, widely respected | | 
for his work at San Diego, is the new de- | 
fensive coordinator. Former Tampa 
Bay coach Richard Williamson will lead | 
the wide receivers and Mike Pope, who 
helped develop Mark Bavaro with the 
New York Giants, will coach tight ends. 
Shula also retained the services of 
Wyche's four most effective as- 
sistants—Dana Bible, Marv Braden, 
Jim MeNally and Kim Wood. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS — Esiason, 31, is com- 
ing off two seasons in which he ranked 
17th and 24th, respectively, among NFL |P 
passers. If he continues to struggle, Es- f 
iason is vulnerable to a challenge from 
Klingler or second-year man Donald 
Hollas. 

Esiason, who knows this offense bet- } 
ter than his coaches, still has tremen- | 
dous leadership skills, and there’s no 
apparent truth to the persistent rumors 
that he has arm problems. He's capable 
of regaining the form that saw him lead | 
the AFC in passing in 1988 and ’89, but 
this isa crucial year for him. | 

Klingler probably will be held back as 
a rookie while adjusting to a drop-back ; 
system from the run-and-shoot style he 
used in college, But Hollas could be a 
factor. He has shown he has all the 
physical tools to succeed, but he needs 
to make big strides in grasping the of- 
fense and reading defenses, 

Erik Wilhelm is the odd man out. 

RUNNING BACKS—The Bengals out- 
raged many of their fans by letting all- 
time rushing leader James Brooks es- | 
cape to Cleveland in Plan B. They're 
counting on third-year man Harold 
Green to quiet the critics. | 

Green, who led the club with 731 
yards rushing in '91, showed last year J 
he is nearly Brooks’ equal in open-field 
moves. The key for Green is whether he 
can stay healthy to become a 1,000-yard 
rusher. 

The Bengals replaced Brooks by sign- 
ing Seattle's Derrick Fenner via Plan j 
B, Fenner, who led the AFC with 15} 
touchdowns in 1990, is eight years 
younger than Brooks, but he has little 
year-to-year consistency on his re- 
sume. 


Craig Taylor finished last season as (8) 
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Mike Haluchak (linebackers), 

Bob Karmelowicz (defensive tine) , 

Ron Lynn, dais coordinator), 

Jim NeNal ly (offensiveling), = 
Ron Meeks (defensive backs), 

Mike Pope (tightends),. 

Richard Wil liars, ‘wide receivers), 
Kim Wood (strength), 


REGORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record; 3-13 (4th in AFC Con- 
tral); 1:5 in division; 2-10 in conforence; 3:5 at 
home; 0-8 on road. 

1991 playolt record: Non 

Shula Hf rages ausen incor First year a8 NFL head 
coact 

Toam record Jast five years: 36-43 (,456, ranks 17th In 
i ein that span). 


Stadium eas ‘surlace): Riverfront Stadium: 
(60,389, artit 

Ticket information: Sis-024- 3550, 

Fi! ip radio station: WKRC, 550 AM, 

‘Training site: Wilmington College, Wilmington. 0, 


1991 team rankings: P AFC FL 
Total offense, H MSGS alti 
Rushing offense. ese 12 
Passing offense iW 
Scoring offense, 2 23 
Total defense iw 4 28 
Rushing defen: mew 3 
Passing defense 4 va) 
Scoring defense. hice, A) 28 
hit 18 m4 

Te T24 
sue differential Ti 725. 

ICkS .. woeee a4 le 
Sacks allowed. TAD) 2: 

MISCEL LANEOUS DATA 


1992 SCHEDULE 
Sept: _6—at Seattle 1:00 
Sept. 13—LA.RAIDERS 4,00 
Sept, 20—atGreen Ba\ 12:00 
Sept. 27—MINNESOT) 1:00 
Oat 4—Onen date 
Oct. 11—HOUSTON 4:00 
Oct, at Pittsburgh (Mon) 9.00 
Oct. Houste 12:00 
| Nov. 4:00 
Nov. Aa Chicago. 7:00 
Nov, 15—atN.Y, Jets 1:00 
Noy.  22—DETROIT 1:00 
Noy. 29—PITTSBURGH 100 
Dec. 6—at ea 1.00 
Dec. Peed ir 4:00 
Dec, 20-1 1,00 
Dec. PIIIANAPOUS 1,00 
Alltimes toca}. All games Sunday unless noted. 
1991 RESULTS 


Sept. 1—at Denver 
an §—HOUSTON, 

Sept, 15—at Cleveland 
‘Sopt, 22—WASHINGTON 


Oct, 6 —SEATTL 7-13 
‘Oct. 13—at Dallas 23-35 
Oct. 21—atButfalo 16-35 
Oct. 27—at Houston 

Nov. 23-21 


. 3—CLEVELAND 
i. 10—PITTSBURGH (OT) 


Serer eeere ene 
2 
& 


Nov. 17—atPhiladalphia 10-17 
Noy. 24—L.A. RAIDERS: 14-38 
Dec. 1—N.Y, GIANTS: 27-24 
‘Dec. 9—atMiami 13-37 
Dec. 15—at Pittsburgh 10-17 
| Dee, 22—NEW ENGLAND, Wo 29-7 
1991 TEAM LEADERS 


‘Storing eae Jim Breech, 96 pts. (27/27 PATs, 


tain eae rn Brooks, Tim McGee and 
sae Woods, 4 (24 

Passing: Boomer sass 2863 yds. (413 att., 233 
comp.,56.4%, 13 TDs, 16 int.), 

Rushing: Harold Green, 731 yds. (158 att. 4.6.avg.). 
‘Receptions: Eddie Brown, 59 bie yds., 14.0avg.). 
Interceptions: David Fulcher, 4 (51 yds.. 17D). 

‘Tatklss: David Fulcher, 95 (68 sola, 27, assis), 
Sacks: Tim Krumrie, 4 (26 yds.) 
oT Lee aan 43.7 avg. (64 punts, 2,795 


ra locked 
returns: ‘Mchel Price, 14.6 avg. (14 att, 203 


ic returas: Eric Ball, 20.2 avg. (13 att., 262 yds., 
07TDs). 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


+ Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 


10-39 yd. TOs 
10-39. TDs 


300-yd. games 
40-yé. TDs 


17-39yd. Fos 


100-yé. games 


10-39 yd. TOs 


100-yd. games 


Jim Breech 


1|=|=] Totat tos 


1] i]t )=]1-sya.tos 


Brian Brennan 


Eddie Brown 


Mike Dingle 


8. Esiason 


i 


Oerrick Fenner 
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Donald Hallas 


| Rodney Holman| 


Cee Johnson. 
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the top fullback, but Mike Dingle could 
be a sleeper for that spot. Ickey Woods 
has been let go. 

Injury-prone Eric Ball, who's good on 
special teams, won't contend for a 
starting job, but he does everything 
well enough to be a valuable backup 
when healthy, 

REGEIVERS—For the first time in 
many years, the Bengals entered the 
draft seeking help at wide receiver and 
tight end. 

At the wideout spots, Eddie Brown 
and Tim McGee are flirting with repu- 
tations as underachievers, Last season, 
they produced a combined 1,629 yards 
and six touchdowns. While those num- 
bers aren't terrible, they hardly merit 
Pro Bowl consideration, 

The Bengals boast a solid possession 
receiver in Mike Barber, but they have 
lacked a real threat in the No. 3 spot for 
years, Reggie Rembert, a huge undera- 
chiever with great size and great physi- 
cal tools, hasn't filled the bill. Second- 
round pick Carl Pickens figures to as- 
sume that role and possibly challenge 
for a starting job. 

Tight end Rodney Holman slumped 
severely last year following three 
straight Pro Bowl seasons, and the club 
isn’t sure veteran backups Eric Kattus 
and Jim Riggs can step in if Holman 
continues to struggle. As a result, Cin- 
cinnati picked Craig Thompson in the 
fifth round. 

LINEMEN—The Bengals face more 
question marks here than in past sea- 
sons. 

Anthony Munoz, arguably the great- 
est tackle ever, is still a very good play- 
er, But at 34 he’s beginning to wear 
down physically. Right tackle Joe 
Walter experienced an off year in 1991 
asarun blocker. 

Veteran guards Bruce Reimers and 
Paul Jetton were lost in Plan B. Neither 
was guaranteed a starting spot in '92, 
but their departure leaves the interior 
positions thin, 

Mike Arthur, a pleasant surprise as a 
rookie, is penciled in to start at center. 
Bruce Kozerski moves from center to 
guard, replacing Reimers. Big Jon Me- 
lander, an inexperienced Plan B pickup 
from New England, will battle Ken 
Moyer and Kirk Scrafford, who doubles 
as a reserve tackle, for the other start- 
ing guard job. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—The Bengals conceded be- 
fore the draft that this was their prime 
need area, yet they didn’t address it 
until the sixth round. Now they're des- 
perate for someone from this group to 
blossom under the new coaching staff. 

Inspirational nose tackle Tim Krum- 
rie, who is no longer a strong pass rush- 
er, holds his own but can’t cover for the 
whole line anymore. Lamar Rogers re- 
turns after a disappointing rookie sea- 
son to spell Krumrie, 

End David Grant was once pegged as 
a future force, but he’s being accused of 
laziness. Solid but unspectacular 
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Alonzo Mitz grabbed one starting end 
job last year. Natu Tuatagaloa, who 
took the injured Grant’s place late last 
season, has good pass-rushing tech- 
nique but poor run-defense mechanics. 
Danny Stubbs has yet to prove himself 
beyond the role of a specialty pass rush- 


er. 

LINEBACKERS—Cincinnati hopes out- 
side linebackers James Francis and Al- 
fred Williams form the cornerstones of 
a defense that’s under construction. 
Neither was as productive as hoped last 
year, but the old defensive coaching 
staff was largely blamed for their inef- 
fectiveness because they made Fran- 
cis’ and Williams’ roles needlessly com- 
plex, Both players will be freed up this 
year to concentrate more on pass rush- 
ing, particularly since the line has 
added no new big names, 

Alex Gordon is the top reserve at out- 
side linebacker, He has good physical 
skills but made few impact plays in '91, 

Cincinnati's inside linebackers still 
won't dissuade opponents from running 
up the middle, Veteran Ray Bentley 
came over on Plan B after he couldn't 
crack Buffalo’s starting lineup. Leo 
Barker started last year, but he's not 
strong enough. Kevin Walker has size 
and strength, but he has undergone 
major operations on both knees the last 
three years. After six lackluster years 
as an outside linebacker, Leon White 
will move inside. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Cincinnati's 
prime goal here is to get a strong come- 
back from strong safety David Fulcher, 
who was overweight in '91. After three 
straight trips to the Pro Bowl, Fulcher 
was a liability on pass coverage last 
year and not nearly the force he had 
been against the run. He has promised 
to be in better shape this year. 

Right cornerback Eric Thomas also 
faces a crossroads year. He injured his 
right knee in a pick-up basketball game 
after the '89 season and hasn't been the 
same since, 

Rod Jones and Wayne Haddix, vet- 
eran holdovers at left cornerback, were 
ineffective last year. Rickey Dixon may 
get a chance to win the left-corner posi- 
tion, which was a liability last season. 

Barney Bussey bested Dixon for the 
starting free safety job last year, but 
he’ll face a strong challenge from first- 
round draft pick Darryl Williams, 

Mitchell Price is a solid nickel back 
and an effective punt returner. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Bengals’ coverage units need 
work after ranking 28th in punt cover- 
age and 17th in kickoff coverage. Ad- 
ditionally, Cincinnati tied for 20th in 
kickoff returns. 

Jim Breech, 36, is a solid place- 
kicker. He might have earned a Pro 
Bowl berth last year 
had Cincinnati's of- 
fense been better. 

Punter Lee Johnson, 
who also kicks off, has 
a strong leg. 


1992 CINCINNATI BENGALS ROSTER 
How ‘91 Games 
aq. €P/as 
02/84 14/14 
4/91 8/ 
D1/92 — 
03/89. 4h 
RUNNING 
42 Ball, cnet (in. 4 UCLA 02/89 6/4 
38 Dingle, Mike... 2 South Carolina ‘8/91 8/0 
44 Fenner, Derricl 4 North Carolina PlanB/S2 0 * 11/7 
28 Green, Harold.. 3 South Carolina 02/90 44/10 
Miles, Ostell 0 R Houston ‘9/92 - 
‘aylor, Craig .. 66 4 West Virginia 6/89 12/3 
19-67 4 Marshall ‘90 15/: 
15-62 g Coltegs W-Cle/92 = 15/3. 
17-62 8 Miami (Fla.) 1/85 13/12 
16-67 2 TexasA&M 9/91 410 
20-60 14 Tulane 03/82 16/15 
-4-63, 7 Michigan 4/86 16/2 
-7-64 7 Tennessee D1a/86 16/16 
70 R Tennessee 2/92 = 
66 «2 West Virginia T-NYJ/90 16/0. 
6 Clemson ‘4/87 16/1 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
65 Arthur, Mike (C) 5-7-68 2 Texas A&M 05/91 3 
arle, John... 7-38-69 BR Western Iilinols: 011/92 irl 
64 Kozerski, Bruce (C/G)... 4-2-62 9 Holy Cross, 09/84 16/16, 
62 Melander, Jon (1/6). 12-27-66 2 Minnesota PlanB/92 "10/3 
B Moyer, Ken (6). 11-19-65 4 Toledo FA/89 15/10 
78 pc AY a) 8-19-58 13. Southern California 01/80 13/13 
(6). 4-71 A lowa D7/92 ~ 
76 Seals RE) 16-67 3 Montana FA/S0 9/5 
ee 18-63 8 Texas Tech 07a/85 15/14 
0 wativconoe, ite is 5 Fresno State W-Pit/91 15/0 
DEFENSIVE LIN! a! . 
66 Burns, Chris. 11-70 R Middle Tennessee St. 6/82 — 
98 Grant, David 9-17-65 5 West Virginia 04/88 13/13 
69 Krumrie, Tim 5-20-60 10 Wisconsin 10/83 16/16 
99 Mitz, Alonzo ( 6. 6-5-63. 6 Florida. W-SF/91 15/13 
Nix, Roosevelt 86/315 4-17-67 R Contral (0.) Stato, 08/92 oy 
72 Ridgle, Elston 1277 8-24-63 5 Nevada-Rono W-GB/92 0/0 
79 Rogers, Lamar ( 4/290 11-5-67 2 Auburn» 2/91 11/3 
97 Stewart, Andrew, 5/265 11-20-65 2 Cincinnati FAISI 
67 Stubbs, Danny (E).. 4/264 1-3-65. 5 Miami W:Dal/91  #16/0 
96 Tuatagaloa, Natu (E) 4/274 5-25-66 4 California 16/) 
59 9 New Mexico State 07/84 16/11 
7 Central Michigan PlanB/o2 “16/0 
3 Baylor 01/90 16/16, 
6 Cincinnati PlanB/91 14/4 
4 San Diego State PlanB/92+7/0 
R Pittsburgh 4/92 = 
R Louisiana Tech 012/92 _ 
5 Maryland 03/88 5/4 
63 6 Brigham Young 09/86 16/13 
68 2 6 1/94 16/15 
67 2 Florida A&M 012/91 9/0, 
12 7 South Carolina State 5/84 27 
66 5 Oklahoma. 01/88 15/9 
$ % j they See WaB/at 413/11 
45 Haddix, Wayne (CB)... & 
25 Jones, Rod (Ot Naa +0) 3-31-64 7 Southern Methodist T-1B/90 
32 Price, Mitchell (CB/KR/PA) 5~ 1 5-10-67 3 Tulane 09/90 13/2 
22 thomas eis (08) tet att Lees baler 16/16 
homas, Eric ul 
3h Vinson Fernand 2 S 1 2 North Carolina State 07/91 13/0 
y Wheeler, Leonard e 11 R Troy (Ala.) State 03/92 = 
31 Williams, Darryl ( ‘ie 4-4 R Miami (Fla.) D1a/92 = 
SPECIALISTS: 
3 Breech, Jim ay asusnnsenne 9°6/161 4-11-56 14 California FA/89 (16/0 
41, Johnson, Lee (P/K 2/200 11-27-61 8 Brigham Young FA/88 16/0, 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP. 
‘Sean Beckton, WR; Mark Benson, WR; Brian Boerboom, OL; oth read CB; Andrew Dees, T; Chad Germer, 
OL; Pete Harris, LB: Richard Isaiah, WR; Adrian Jones, GB: Tom Ladd, OL: Paul Moore, RB; Larry Pitts, WR: Kevin 
‘Sargent, OL; Marcus Shipp, S; Milt Stegall, ‘WR; Lloyd Straughter, LB; i ener TE; Kimble Wright, DE; 
‘Shawn Wiggins, WR. 
a with jals in 1991, 
tincludes: mith gals onan Lean 1991. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
DID YOU KNOW. . . 
...that Dave Shula, 33, is the second-youngest head coach in the NFL's modern era? Harland Svare, who 
coached the Los Angeles Rams toa 14-32-3 record from 1962-65, was 31 when hired, 
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Belichick’s decisions could color Browns a winner 


By JEFF SCHUDEL 
News -Herald 


§f™ or his next trick, second-year 
f= Cleveland Coach Bill Belichick will 
@ try to turn the Browns into a play- 
off contender. 

The man who virtually pulled a rabbit 
out of his headset last year by whipping 
the 3-13 Browns of 1990 into a 6-10 team 
has quickly molded this group into his 
own image, ‘ 

Gone is Ernie Accorsi, the former ex- 
ecutive vice president who will be re- 
membered as the man who brought the 
Browns Bernie Kosar. Gone too are vet- 
eran receivers Reggie Langhorne, who 
signed as a Plan B free agent with In- 
dianapolis, and Brian Brennan, who 
was waived, Both departures were Beli- 
chick’s decisions. Accorsi, Langhorne 
and Brennan were all part of three AFC 
championship games between 1986-89. 
But this isa new era, 

In addition to breaking from the past, 
Belichick has asserted his authority as 
the supreme commander of off-season 
acquisitions. He wanted receivers that 
were bigger and faster than Langhorne 
and Brennan, so he drafted three in the 
6-foot, 200-pound range last spring. 
After drafting four defensive linemen 
in 1991, he took three more in the April 
draft, 

But in what might be the most telling 
sign of all, Belichick did not draft an of- 


dilemma: £7; 


‘ic Metcalf could be switched to wide receiver, but when he’s 


in the 


backfield the offense is more potent because opponents have to adjust their defense to 


counteract his speed. 


fensive lineman until the 12th round, 
despite Accorsi stating just five days 
before the draft that offensive linemen 
had to be drafted early. Instead, Beli- 


4 
Strongihs: The Browns 
noth rt eat PROBABLE DEPTH GHART 
running backs, whic! 
should help Bil Belichick in OFFENSE 
plement his ball-control offense. WR Slaughter Smith Holland 
Bernie Kosarisa gutsy quarterback. LTT. Jones Trumbull 
The defensive line boasts quality {g —Rienstra Childress 
cin C__Baab Thome 
| Weaknesses: Little was done to improve an 
| offensive ting which allowed42sacks and "6 _King Eee 
| blocked for the 24th-rated running attack AT Trumbull Fike 
I ee The pea Oe fs young, and Te Holohan Galbraith 
| Key to snccas: I the defense, which fost M# —Flowe Mdackson 
| five key players forall or mostoflast sea- sar. moor 
Son, stays healthy, Belichick's coaching 4B Brooks Metcalt Wolfley = 
ability should shine. FB Vardell Hoard Mack 
| Sure sign of trouble: An injury to Webster 
| Slatighter, The rest of the Browns’ wide-~ DEFENSE 
| Rovreenehs somes tivelrareer touch (¢ " Sagapolutele Logan 
| Thats ae: osing 19 games by an ETRSSTULSONS: nae 
Averageot 19: 1poinisin. 1980 theBrowns, | AT_Perty Williams 
lost 10 by an average of7.1in 1991,Sixof RE Pleasant B. Johnson 
| {hoe Josses last year were byatotalot17 (918 Brandon Dixon 
points: 
| Coach Bil Belichick says: “As a coach, | MLB__M. Johnson Brown 
| have to be-careful not to say, Welostbe- ROLB Matthews Waiters 
GAUGE oS EUO Biel savetines a4 | LCN Mioniina S. Jones A Jackson 
sistants see that and think it's OK ta lose Hilliard ‘A Jack: 
Heals thalsavason Wel Rsnetox ee java iar acksn 
eee 
FS Turner Zackery 
SPECIALISTS 
K Stover 
P___Hansen 
KR Holland Metcalf 
PR Metcalf Holland 
| en 
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chick hopes to rebuild the line, and the 
secondary, with free agents. 

“With the signing of free agents after 
the season, the signing of (11) Plan B 
free agents and the addition of the 
draft, | think there is no question we 
strengthened the personnel of the 
team,” Belichick said, “With any coach- 
ing at all, we should be a little bit bet- 


ter.” 
COACHING 

Continuity in Belichick’s staff should 
help the Browns, especially on offense. 
Not since Lindy Infante was offensive 
coordinator in 1986 and '87 has Cleve- 
land's offensive philosophy remained 
the same for back-to-back seasons, Not 
coincidentally, those two years pro- 
duced 12-4 and 10-5 records, respec- 
tively. 

Four straight years of different of- 
fensive coordinators is presumed to be 
one reason why the Browns’ attack 
went from powerful (390 points) in 1987 
to pathetic (228) in 1990 to respectable 
(293) in 1991. Deprogramming and then 
reprogramming players had become an 
annual rite in Cleveland, so the fact Be- 
lichick retained his offensive assistants 
can't be emphasized enough. 

Belichick, in fact, managed to keep 
his entire staff intact while adding 
former Giants defensive coordinator Al 
Groh to help coach the linebackers. 


OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS—Kosar was sacked 
a career-high 41 times last year, yet he 
never was sidelined with injuries. It’s 
doubtful he can continue to get beat up, 
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yet through it all he has proved his arm 
is still strong. 

Kosar and Belichick have a strong 
bond based on respect for each other's 
work ethic. That bond is a key as the 
Browns try to build on the improve- 
ment made last year, 

The Browns are content to head into 
the season with Todd Philcox as 
Kosar's backup. 

RUNNING BACKS—If 3.5 yards and a 
clump of sod is your type of football, 
then the Browns are your team. 

In Kevin Mack, Leroy Hoard and top 
draft choice Tommy Vardell, Belichick 
possesses three fullbacks who each 
weigh 225 pounds or more. In his quest 
for NFC-style football, Belichick hopes 
to have two of those three in the back- 
field at the same time. Vardell, who 
scored 14 touchdowns as a junior and 20 
as a senior at Stanford, hits holes quick- 
ly and is a willing blocker. 

James Brooks, 33, signed a non- 
guaranteed contract after joining 
Cleveland on Plan B from Cincinnati. 
The Bengals think he's through. The 
Browns think he can play two more 
years, 

Eric Metcalf could be switched to 
wide receiver, but when he's in the 
backfield the offense is more potent be- Aging leader: The 36-year-old Clay Matthews, who enters his 15th season, leads a group 

of Cleveland linebackers that grew through advei last year. 
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get 26 Colorful, Informative ; cach and every step. 
and Exciting issues of Browns ee | Our editors will be at 
‘News/Illustrated and the 1992 each game, every practice 
Official Cleveland Browns and at times inside the 
Media Guide. The Media huddle, delivering you the 
Guide valued at $6.00 is yours inside story on the players, 
absolutely FREE with your coache front olfice 
aid subscription to Browns | ee 
fews/Ilustrated. EEPIN TH camepreviews,stats, stand: 
‘This year you will be the most informed CAT MAR ings and more including 
Browns Fan imaginable ... in one hand you'll predictions of the winners 
have the Media Guide wich contains all the bn the weekly schedule. 
information recorded since the inception of the Sign up for a subscription TODAY and 
Browns, then each weck during the season, we will send you your FREE, 1992 Official 
you'll have the up-to-date information that Cleveland Browns Media Guide before the 
Only the Official Publication of the Cleveland regular season starts. We will enter your name 
Browns can delive asasubscriber for 26 issuesat the low, low price 
“Coach Belichick hasthisteambelieving of $27.95. That's a savings of more than $35 off 2P. 
that is only games (and points) (rom being theregular newsstand price: Media Guides will 
contender and this might be the year toreturn  besentonly with your paid-in-ullsubscription. 
to the playoffs... Siart enjoying the excitement by being the 
.+ and Browns News/IIlustrated and most informed Browns fan around. 


FAX YOUR ORDER TODAY 713-261-5999 
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AFC CENTRAL 


Assistanl coaches: Ernie Adams (offensive assistant). 
Jim Bates (inside linebackers), 
Don Blackmon. 


‘outside linebaci 
Steve Crosby (running backs). 
AlGroh (linebackers). 
Hal Hunter (offensive lin 
Richard Mann Airaid 
John Mitchell aeee line) 
Scott O’Brien (special teams). 
Nick Saban (defensive coordi re 
Jerry Simmons (strength and conditioning). 
Gary Tranquill (quarterbacks). 
Phil Savage (defensive assistant). 
Kevin Spencer (offensive assistant). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


}991 regular-season record: ie (3rd in AFC Cen- 
tal 2-4 In division; 6-6 in conference; 3-5 at 
5 on road. 
1301) layoll record: None. 
tne re -season record: 6-10 in one season 


telancesp jostseason record: None. 
‘Toam record last five years: 38-40- 1 (.487, ranks 14th 
In eae inthat sen). 


ckers). 


1991 toam rankings: AFC NFL 
Total offense. 9 19 
Rushing offense. 12 24 
Passing offense. 9 
Scoring offense. 8 6 
Total defense 6 18 
Rushing defense. 10 21 
Passing defense 6 5 
‘Scoring defense. 7 4 
Takeaways i T 3 
1 3 
7 m3 
9 119 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA 
Stadium [ ete surface}: Cleveland Stadium 
(78,512, gi 


‘ett formation: 216-696-3800. 
bine 2) radio station: WMMS, 100.7 FM; WHK, 1420 


Mesa site: Cleveland Stadium, Berea, 0; 216-891- 


10-39 yd. Tos 
10-39 yd. TDs 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 


COACHES 1992 SCHEDULE 
Hsad coat: Bil Belichick, G—atndianapol rea0 


/25—at New England 
1—at Cincinnati 
8—at Houston. 
15—SAN DIEGO 
22—at Minnesota 
29—CHICAGO 

6—CINCINNATI 
13—at Detroit 
20—HOt 

27—at Pittsburgh 

Alltimes|ocal. All games Sunday unless noted. 


1991 RESULTS 


Sept. 1—DALLAS 
Sept. 8—atNew England 
Sent. 15—CINCINNA 


sit Pore uy Gants. 10-13 
it. 29—Open date 
6—N.Y. JETS 14-17 


Oat 13a Washington 


ceeééereSérr peer 


ct. 20—atSan Diego (OT) 30-24 
Oct. 27—PITTSBURGH 

Nov. 3—atCincinnati 21-23 
Nov. 10—PHILADELPHIA 30-32 
Nov. 17—atHouston 24-28 
Nov. 24—KANSAS CITY 20-15 
Dec. 1—at Indianapolis 31-0 
Dec. 8—DENVER 7-7 
Dec. 15—HOUSTON 4-17 
Dec. 22—at Pittsburgh 10-17 

1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Matt Stover, 81 pts. (33/34 PATs, 
16/22 FGs). 

‘Scoring {touchdowns}: Leroy Hoard, 66 pts. (2 rush- 
ing, 9 receiving). 

Passing: Bernie Kosar, 3,487 yds. (494 att, 307 
comp.,62.1%, 18 TDs, 9int.). 

ae Kevin Mack, 726 yds. (197 att, 3.7 avg., 8 


Wier Webster Slaughter, 64 (906 yds, 142 
avg.,3 TDs). 
Lelagre siren abet ad 0TDs). 
Tackles: Vince Newsome, 1: treat Sasha, 
Sacks: Michael Dean ye 8.5 (58 yds 

Brian Hansen, 42.5 avg. (80 ais; 3,397 


yds., 0 blocked). 

Poatromrs Ete Meal 8. tg (tat 100 ee, 
Kickoff returns: Eric Metcalf, 159 avg. (23 att, 351 
yds.,0 TDs). 


10-39 yd. TOs 
17-39 yd. Fas 


cause opponents have to adjust their 
defense to account for his speed, If 
Vardell blocks for him and Metcalf ded- 
icates himself, Metcalf could return to 
the form that saw him score 10 touch- 
downs as a rookie in 1989. 

RECEIVERS —Take away seventh-year 
veteran Webster Slaughter and this is 
indeed a Kiddie Corps. 

Michael Jackson, a sixth-round draft 
choice in 1991, caught 17 passes last 
year, Yet, after Slaughter, he is the 
most experienced wideout on the team. 

Rookies Patrick Rowe, Rico Smith 
and Augustin Olobia all have good size 
and speed, However, only Rowe has 
proven he can catch the ball, having 
caught 128 passes over his last two 
years at San Diego State. The Browns 
also are confident in Smith, who caught 
just 24 passes in two years at Colorado. 

The Browns aren't counting on a re- 
turn by Lawyer Tillman, who has 
missed the last two seasons with a 
stress fracture of his lower left leg after 
catching six passes as a rookie in ‘89. 

Plan B signee Pete Holohan, who 
caught 13 passes for Kansas City last 
year, figures to be the top tight end. 
Scott Galbraith will be the backup. 

LINEMEN—Not only did last year’s 
line allow 42 sacks, but it also failed to 
open holes for a rushing attack that 
ranked 24th in the league. The Browns 
expected more from an injury-free 
starting unit that was together from the 
third day of training camp through the 
end of the season. 

It is a matter of opinion whether the 
poor rushing figures were the result of 
the line not opening holes or of the 
backs not hitting the holes quickly. 
What is not a matter of opinion is the 
fact that center Mike Baab is beginning 
his 11th season and the tackles, Tony 
Jones and Dan Fike, are out-of-position 
guards. 

Right guard Ed King is the anchor of 
the line, while left guard John Rienstra 
was solid if not spectacular last year, 
even though he might not have the 
strength Belichick desires ina lineman, 

The reserves are as shaky. Chris 
Thome could push Baab at center. Beli- 
chick hopes Rick Trumbull, a free- 
agent pickup from Cincinnati, willlatch 
on at tackle. Cleveland also hopes 
mammoth guard Freddie Childress, 
who has failed to stick with four other 
teams, can contribute. 

If the patch-and-glue line delivers, 
Belichick will look like a genius. If it 
doesn't, Philcox will need to start 
warming up. 


DEFENSE 


fe A 


Bernie Kosar 


Kevin Mack 


SUE ep ey ep epeyayaye 


HVPE EP Ta eae 


W. Slaughter 


OPAL A A be A TV YL bee OT IL 
OO ne A ek 


Matt Stover 


VUE EP Eee epee pepas 


UTEP epee fepep ep ep apap apapaye 


TILT ELE ISLE EEE LEE Epes} 


Eric Turner, 
‘interception 


i} 
' 
f 


“fumble recovery 


72 * 


HUE eee 


TEEPE EPS Epson tepid 
TEEPSPETE TEL ED Eppa} bps ep tpt 
Helse tsyafesatiyata 
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LINEMEN— While Belichick will glad- 
ly take a sack from his defense, he 
doesn't gamble rushing the passer. It’s 
a philosophy that irritates Michael 
Dean Perry, but the Browns allowed 
only 298 points last year after yielding 
462 in 1990, 

As well stocked as the line is, the 
Browns still need a good end to play 
next to Perry. Third-round draft pick 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Bill Johnson could fill that void. A pro- 
jected first-round choice, Johnson fell 
down a flight of stairs in early April and 
his draft value also plummeted. The 
Browns hope he can play this season, 
though Belichick concedes surgery 
could knock him out for the year. 

Sixth-round choice George Williams, 
who was suspended from Notre Dame 
for allegedly testing positive for mari- 
juana, could be a surprise if he can 
shake his personal problems, 

Two players from the 1991 draft, 
James Jones and Pio Sagapolutele, also 
figure heavily in plans for this year. 

LINEBACKERS—The 36-year-old Clay 
Matthews, who enters his 15th season, 
leads a group of linebackers that grew 
through adversity last year. 

Middle linebacker Mike Johnson 
broke his foot in the first quarter of the 
fourth game and didn’t return until the 
season finale, Richard Brown replaced 
him and performed well enough to se- 
cure a reserve role this year. David 
Brandon took the job that outside line- 
backer Van Waiters couldn't hold. 

It was rumored on draft day that the 
Browns would trade for the New York 
Giants’ Carl Banks, but it never materi- 
alized. Consequently, Cleveland picked 
pass rusher Gerald Dixon of South 
Carolina in the third round, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Cleveland’s sec- 
ondary was riddled with injuries last 
season. As a result, the Browns think 
the experience that cornerbacks Randy 
Hilliard and Alfred Jackson received 
due to those injuries will make them 
better. For security, though, Belichick 
signed Plan B free agent cornerbacks 
Terry Taylor and Alonzo Hampton, 
along with safeties Stevon Moore and 
Tony Zackery, 

Despite the new faces, the key men in 
the secondary are still cornerback 
Frank Minnifield and safety Eric Turn- 
er, Minnifield, 32, is playing on bor- 
rowed time. Turner played only the last 
half of 1991 after missing the first eight 
games with a stress fracture. But when 
he played, the rookie showed he can be 
an intimidating force. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The Browns’ 16.1-yard kickoff-return 
average was the lowest in the league, so 
Belichick decided to do something 
about it by signing the Raiders’ Jamie 
Holland in Plan B. Holland returned 22 
kicks for a 19.1-yard average last year. 

Only six teams allowed more than the 
Browns’ 20.4-yard kickoff-return aver- 
age, so Belichick did something about 
that, too, by acquiring Ron Wolfley of 
Phoenix in Plan B, Wolfley has gone to 
the Pro Bowl four times on the basis of 
his special-teams play. 

Place-kicker Matt Stover and punter 
Brian Hansen are steady. They can per- 
form in the slop of 
Cleveland Stadium’s 
treacherous frozen 
turf in November and 
December, and that 
makes them valuable, 


——————— 
1992 CLEVELAND BROWNS ROSTER 


NFL How "91 Games 
No. QUARTERBACKS: HL/WL Born Exp. College acy. GP/6S 
19 Kosar, Berni 41-25-63 8 Miami (Fla.) ‘SupD1/85 16/16 
10 MoCant, Keither 3-1 A Nebraska 12/92 — 
17 Philcox, Tod 9-25-66 3 Syracuse PianB/91 4/0 
RUNNING BACKS 
Baldwin, Randy 5-10/216 8-19-67 2 Mississippi FA/91 “4/0, 
28 Brooks, James... 5-10/ 180 bee a 68 © 12 Auburn PlanB/S2 *15/12 
33 Hoard, Leroy (FB) 3 Michigan 2/90 16/9 
34 Mack, Kevin (FB) 8 Clemson Supb1/84 14/11 
21 Motcalf, Eric (KR/PR 4 Texas 01/89 8/3. 
20 Morris, Jo 10 Syracuse FA/91 16/4 
Perkins, Bruce.. 2 Arizona State PlanB/920 “14/1 
44 Vardell, Tommy (FB): R Stanford Di/92 oe 
26 Wolfley, Ron 10- 14-62 9 West Virginia PlanB/92*16/0 
RECEIVERS 
81 Galbraith, Scott (TE 2 1-7-67 3 Southern California 7/90 16/13 
18 Holland, Jamie,. 5 OhioState PlanB/92* 16/0 
89 Holohan, Pete ( 12 Notre Dame PlanB/92, “16/3 
1 Jackson, Michael 2 Southern Mississippi 06/91 16/7 
80 Jai pu 3. Arizona State W-Cin/9t 114/14 
88 Kinchen, Brian (TE) 5 Louisiana State 1 
2 McCardell, Keenan. 1 UNLV PlanB/92 0/0 
49 McGonnigal, Bruce (TE 1 Virginia FA/S1 210 
6 Olobia, At R Washington State 11/92 - 
86 Rowe, Patri R San Diego State De/s2 = 
84 Ferra 7 San Diego State 02/86 16/16 
4 Smith, Rice R Colorado 6/92 in 
85 Tillman, Lawyer 2 Auburn 2/89 0/0 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 


61 Baab, Mike (C) 6-4/275 12-6-59 11 Texas PlanB/90 16/16 
77 Childress, Fred 14/330 9-17-66. 2 Arkansas PlanB/92*15/1 
74 Farren, Paul (T/G 6-6/270 12-24-60 10 HM UAL te 012/83 13/0 
69 Fike, Dan (G) 6-7/285 6-16-61 8 Flori FA/85 16/16 
Jones, Ton 6-5/290 5-24-66 6 Waseca FAB 16/16 
68 King, Ed ( 6-4/303  12-3-69 2 Auburn 2/91 16/15 
70 Rlenstra Jol Hy 6-5/275 3-22-63 7 Temple PlanB/91 0/0 
63. Simpson, Tim ( 6-1/290  9-5-69 R. Iilinois D12a/92 ed 
67 Thome, Chris (C).. 6-4/280 1-15-69 2 Minnesota W-Min/94 0/0 
65 Trumbull, Rick ( 12-4-67 1 Missouri W-Cin/91 0/0 
78 Woods, Rob (T) 10-3-65 2 Arizona PlanB/91 anh 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
8-27-67 3 Syracuse 5/30 13/8 
R Michigan State 03/92 - 
2 Northern lowa. 03/91 16/16 
2 East Carolina W-AU/S1 15/5 
R Baylor Dy0/92 = 
5 Clemson 02/88 16/15 
3 Tennessee State 03/90 16/7 
28-69 2 San Diego State 04/91 15/8 
A Notre Dame D6a/92 = 
6 UCDavis W-Rai/91 3/2 
5 Memphis State PlanB/91 16/8 
5 San Diego State PlanB/91 16/12 
11 Mississippi State FA/S1 210 
R South Carolina, ‘D3a/92 ce 
5 Nereis FA/91 +13/0 
7 Virginia Tec! SupD1b/84 5/4 
15 sacthrn Galoria D1a/78 15/15 
2 Florida State PlanB/92 0/0 
5 Indiana 03/88 16/9 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
‘37 Barnett, Harlon (S) .. 3 Michigan State D4/! » 16/10 
e 3 Oregon FA/91 5/0, 
3 Pittsburgh PlanB/92 0 * 15/3. 
6 Alcorn State FA/86 IR 
5 Sam Houston State W-Dal/91 16/0 
R Kansas 132. me 
3 Northwestern (La.) State D6/90 14/10 
i vackson, Alfred (CB). 4 San Diego State FA/91 6/1 
48 Jones, Sel ie R Colorado State D7/92 o 
31 Wil a B) 9 Louisville FA/84 14/41 
Moore, Stevon (5) 2 Mississippi PlanB/92 0/0 
22 Newsome, vince (8) 10 Washington PlanB/94 15/15 
Taylor, Terry (CB: 9 ner ato Heke “11/0 
29 Turner, Eric (: if 2 8/7 
35 Zackery, Tony (S) 1-20-66 3 Washington an /02 *16/0 
SPECIALISTS 
8 Greenfield, Brian (P) 5-11/227 6-6-69 1 Leaps 010/91 IR 
14 Hansen, Brian (P) 6-4/220 10-18-60 8 Sioux Falls (S.D.) PlanB/91 16/0 
3 Stover, Matt (K’ 1-27-68 2 Louisiana Tech PlanB/91 16/0 


OTHER PLAYERS IN CAMP 

Carl Bax, OL; Lonnie Brockman, LB; Leonard Burton, OL; Bob Dahl, T; Derrick’ ra FB; Sean Foster, WR; Jeff 
Francis, 0B; James Goode, LB; John Hardy, CB; Eric Harmon, G; Dustin Quinton, OT; Tyrone Shavers, WR; John 
Talley, TE; Barry Wilburn, CB; Gary Wilkerson, CB. 


“Not with Browns in 1991, 
includes totals with both Browns and another NFL team in 1991. 
Key ta abbreviations on page 160. 
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By JOHN McCLAIN 
Houston Chronicle 


yy 
Why 
@ 
cent run of prosperity. 

The Oilers are the only league team 
to make the playoffs in each of the last 
five seasons, posting a 48-31 regular- 
season record from 1987-91. But in each 
season, Houston has failed to advance 
beyond the second round of the play- 
offs, recording a 3-5 postseason mark in 
the process, With an aging cast of play- 
ers, time may be running out on the Oil- 
ers’ bid for a Super Bowl title, 

In Jack Pardee's second season as 
coach, Houston improved from 9-7 in 
1990 to 11-5 last year and won its first 
undisputed AFC Central Division title. 
After beating the New York Jets, 17-10, 
in the first round of the playoffs, the 
Oilers were primed to beat the Broncos 
in Denver in the second round. But 
after building a lead, Houston couldn't 
hold on and lost, 26-24. That loss only 
perpetuated the “choker” label that had 
been pasted on the Oilers. But Pardee 
isn't discouraged. 

“We were a real good team last year, 
and this season we expect to be even 
better,” Pardee said, “We'd like to take 
it to that next level. Our goal is to be 
consistent and earn the home-field ad- 
vantage (throughout the playoffs).”” 


Finally! Lorenzo White, who wanted to be traded before the '91 season, is now firmly 
entrenched as the starter for the first time in his career. 


aoe _ 


To elevate their game to another 
level, the Oilers must continue to domi- 
nate the AFC Central. Last season, 
Houston finished 5-1 against division 
foes, with its only loss coming at Pitts- 
burgh. 


Strangths: Quarterback 
‘waren Moon gambiae PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
with standout receivers 
Haywood deltres and Ernest OFFENSE ; 
Givins to form a passing attack WA __Jeffires Turner Wellman 
that ranked first in the league last. WR _L. Harris Bailey Hazard 
CON a 
i i ig Munchak Norgard 
‘solid punter, gar 
Weaknesses: Place-Kicker Al Del Greco is ___Matthews Norgard 
consistent, but his kickolfs don't travel RG Dawson Flannery 
deep enough, The return game is almost RTD. Williams Mooney 
He and the offensive fine 1S Wa —Givins Coanan Thanis 
| aging rapidly, 
Keys to success: Keeping Moon healthyand MA __Duncan Query D. Johnson 
escaping with atleast one victory froma QB Moon Carlson Slack 
¥2-day period in November that features RB White Brown Tillman 
| consecutive road games at Minnesota, 
| Miami and Detroit, DEFENSE 
| Re a a elon ee Me retates LE Fuller T Wiliams 
players become more concerned with their 7 
statistics, playing time and contracts LT ____Childress Gi. Montgomery 
than with winning, Big egos have inter- ATO. Smith Alm Roberts 
|, fered tn he past, and it could happen’ AE Jones Peguese 
a LLB __Lathon Graf Davis 
That's a fact: The Oilers play five preseason: 
games on the road, including their opener MLB___A. Smith Seale Bowden 
against Dallas in Tokyo, because the Res ALB Meads Kozak Robinson 
uaa Naeene ear aaate willbeoc- LB Dishman Jackson Brown 
Gupying the Astrodome. 
Coach Jack Pardes says; “One of the things @ pense ee Levis 
that concerns me the most is building the 
kind of depth you need fi theend of the FS Orlando Dumas 
season when You're making your run at 
the playoffs and trying to get the home SPECIALISTS 
advantage. Injuries really hurt us down XK _ DelGreco 
the stretch andin the playoffs (lastyear). s ——gr montqomen 
Since they're part of the game, we've got peony: 
tobe good enough to overcome them this KR Tillman C. Harris 
| season.” PA Query Coleman 
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Houston also needs another outstand- 
ing performance against AFC teams. In 
1991, the Oilers posted a 10-2 mark ver- 
sus conference foes, which tied Buffalo 
for the best record in the AFC. Ad- 
ditionally, three of Houston's five losses 
came against NFC East teams, which is 
arguably the best division in the league. 
But this year, the Oilers are matched 
against the weaker NFC Central 
squads, which puts them in a position to 
improve their 1-3 interconference 
record of ‘91. 

Another factor in Houston's favor in 
1992 is an easier road schedule. In re- 
cent years, the Oilers, who were 4-4 in 
the regular season on the road last sea- 
son, have struggled away from the As- 


trodome. 
COACHING 


The players have adjusted to Pard- 
ee’s no-nonsense approach, They don’t 
like his long practices, but they respect 
him because he is honest, hard working 
and fair. His personality never 
changes. He wants his players to be 
consistent and avoid emotional peaks 
and valleys. 

Pardee delegates a lot of authority to 
his assistants, especially the offensive 
coaches. He never criticizes his players 
or coaches, and no matter how bad 
things get, he always stresses the posi- 
tive. 

The biggest negative against Pardee 
is clock management. Last season, 
Pardee and his chief assistants did a 
terrible job of managing the clock, 
which is something they need to master 
if they hope to win close games. In '91, 
four of the Oilers’ five losses were by a 
combined 18 points. 
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OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Warren Moon 
turns 36 in November, but he remains 
in excellent physical shape because of 
his dedication to his conditioning pro- 
gram, Moon's only sign of age is his re- 
luctance to run the ball as frequently as 
in years past. But he can still burn holes 
ina receiver's hands, 

Last season, Moon threw for 4,690 
yards and joined Dan Marino as the 
only NFL quarterback to post back-to- 
back 4,000-yard seasons. Additionally, 
he broke Marino's single-season 
records for attempts (655) and comple- 
tions (404). 

On the down side, Moon threw just 23 
touchdown passes after tossing a ca- 
reer-high 33 in 1990, But the Oilers did 
score more rushing touchdowns (16 in 
‘91, 10 in '90). Also, Moon threw the sec- 
ond-most interceptions of his career 
(21). Some of the interceptions came 
during a midseason stretch when he 
was having contract problems. Others 
came when he refused to throw under- 
neath the coverage, opting instead to 
force the ball down field. He threw a ca- 
reer-high five interceptions at Pitts- 
burgh. 

Sixth-year veteran Cody Carlson, 
who has a 4-2 record as a regular- 
season starter, is a solid backup. Reg- 


Deep well: With players like Ray 
Childress, the Oilers are loaded on the 
defensive line, 


gie Slack, who has collected splinters 
for two years, will battle rookie Bucky 
Richardson for the third spot. 

RUNNING BACKS—At the start of 
Pardee’s first season, the Oilers back- 
field consisted of Mike Rozier, Alonzo 
Highsmith, Allen Pinkett and Lorenzo 
White. Rozier, Highsmith and Pinkett 


ving you this FREE offer, You can re 


recorded by the Oilers, and Oiler News . 
our editors will be at each game, every fi 
inside the huddle. deliyering you the 


TIME OUT 


TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THIS FREE OFFER 


TIME OUT!!! Let's take time to celebrate the first ever 
outright AFC CENTRAL DIVISION CHAMPIONSHIP. What 
a great year it was, yel it ended a few games too soon. 

Oiler News, entering its second year, would like to celebrate 
by ive the Official 1992 

ilers Media Guide along with your paid subscription to Oiler 
News, Imagine, you will be the most informed fan on your block. 
‘The Media Guide is 250-plus pages of every 


actice and sometimes 
side story on the players, 


Signmeupto OILERNEWS for26issues...and 
send me my FREE MEDIA GUIDE. | under- 
stand the Media Guide will be sentin time forthe 
regularseasonand that my subscription of $27.95 must 
be paid in full. I will receive 26 issues in all, plus the 
FREE Media Guide. One Year, 26 Issues, $27.95. 
MAIL TO: OILER NEWS, P.O. BOX 804 
MISSOURI CITY, TX 77459 
"Houston Oilers,’ ond all trodemarks, 


stical fact ever 


ust read on 


ples, game 
ing predic- 


Payment Enclosed C1) Bill Me Later 


are now gone, and White, who wanted 
to be traded before the '91 season, is 
now firmly entrenched as the starter 
for the first time in his career. 

A contract holdout slowed White 
early last season, which allowed 
Pinkett to pile up big numbers en route 
to rushing for a team-high 720 yards. 
But White came on strong at the end of 
the season, averaging almost 70 yards 
rushing per game over the last four 
contests, including the playoffs, The 
fifth-year veteran caught the ball well 
(27 receptions) and significantly im- 
proved his blocking, but he’s still prone 
to missing assignments. 

With Pinkett traded to New Orleans, 
Gary Brown, an impressive eighth- 
round draft pick last year, moves into 
the No, 2 spot, He might be the Houston 
back that's best suited for the run and 
shoot, but he must make better deci- 
sions. [f he improves mentally, he could 
challenge White for the top spot. 

Plan B free agent Spencer Tillman, 
expected to contribute heavily on spe- 
cial teams, is running ahead of Victor 
Jones, a three-year veteran who also 
excels on special teams. 

RECEIVERS—Last season, the receiy- 
ers took a licking and kept on ticking. 
This season, the running game should 


Continued 


Gosh! Moon and 
this ‘Run N Shoot’ 
is wearing me out! 


SPASH 


Charge My ([] MasterCard =] VISA 
Card # Exp. 
NAME. 
ADDRESS. 
cITy. STATE. Zi 
used herein by permission of Houston Oilers, Inc. Unauthorized use 
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SS ST _~_C( improved, which wilt keep opposing 
hh ‘od linebackers in tight and out of cover- 
= COACHES ‘ > 1992 SCHEDULE age, where thiey aa eaash Houston's 
Feed | ate enc: din Eddy (detensivecoordiatooly |. seek qamatinmenaoal ; receivers. 
stant coat ator): 13% , 
Ferf| | Kevin oride (oifesive coordinator). Sa asians With the loss of Drew Hill, who signed 
Frank Novak {rug beaks): Sept. 27—SAN DIEGO: via Plan B with Atlanta after making 90 
a ee sertedmslnebuckb) ae Resi catches last season, Ernest Givins be- 
C3 | Jim Stantey (defensive line), Oct, 18--al Denver comes the main man. But Givins, who 
aang Ichlenanes habitat Oct. 26—CINCINNATI calgh i passes ieee season, could be 
jeve Watterson (strength anc Y Jal Pittsburgh ampere ts erage. 
Bob Young (otfensivetine), a Tout ae Pp yy double-team coverag 


Leonard Harris, who made eight 
catches as Hill's backup last year, in- 
herits a starting role at the age of 31. 


Nov, wel nines 


RECORDS? RANKINGS Nov. 22—at 


Nov. zo-aibe Neaeene) 


1901 ragular:anason record: 14-5 (fatin AFG Cen- | ROW “0 : 
val) 20 itor 10-2 In conerenee, 7-1/2 Be eH Thea Rellove Re/can minke 7G 
ome; 4-4 on road, = i 

1951 playotrecar: Defeated Jets, 17-10, in ARC | poe: Bosh Last year, Haywood Jeffires became 
Mies j-oard ame {ost to Broncos, 26-24, in'AFC divi+ AAlltimos local, All games Sunday unless noted, only the fifth receiver in NFL history to 


i payor! game, E 
'§ regular~svason record: 20-12 in two seasons: make 100 catches. There’s no reason 


with Oilers; 64-58 overall in eight NFL seasons with — 1991 RESULTS why he can't do itagain. 
bigs Bene ans, 2 tn two playots with | St 4—L.A, RAIDERS Wo 47-17 Curtis Duncan should be pushed for 
ardon's postseason in wi , 
Houston: ben ‘Jin three playotfs with Qilersand Bears, Sent Pier ciagarly W cl te starting spot by Jeff Query, a PlanB 
pam sear atti Pare 31 (,608,ranks T7thin | Sept 16— : ree agent who might be the fastest re- 
league in that span) Sty ae ee roan L 20-24 ceiver on the team. 
ee ue Mis Oct. 6—DENVER Ww 42-14 The loss of Tony Jones, who signed 
Rushing ofen: ii 2g | Oct. 13—at NY, Jets W 23-20 through Plan B with the Falcons, 
Passing offense. 1 1 Oct. 20—atMiami W 17-13 means Pat Coleman is the only reserve 
Scoring offense. 2 4 | Oct. 27—CINCINNATI W 35:3 who has caught a pass in a Houston uni- 
Total defens ca 9 Nov. ae yao) Lo 13-16 f K r i 
Rushing defens 2 6 | Nov. 10-OALLi W 26-23 orm. Keep an eye on rookie Mario Bai- 
Passing defens 5 44 | Nov. TooteveLaND W 28-24 ley, who will compete for a starting 
need || scorincetens $14 | Nov, 24—at Pittsburgh Haier! spot, 
(-5 qibeaeye dels iG He rote i ae LINEMEN—As a group, the linemen 
[ears sired aliteantal an ee Dec. 15—at Cleveland W714 are aging and ailing. At times last sea- 
ry | Sacks: 2 75 | Dec: 21—at NY, Giants L 20-24 son, they were a strength. On other oc- 
pj] | Sacks allowed. 2 4 casions, they were a weakness. If the 
1991 TEAM LEADERS unit stays healthy, it can provide con- 
C=) MISCELLANEOUS DATA | Sia uiinn:antowin, sts (512975, | sistent pass protection and decent run 
|e ee i een Fe. Ds Gr |e ee a neat eae 
i ing, 1 Fe ing) " 
Passing: Warren Moon, 4,690 yds. (655 att, 404 can't afford mistakes on blocking as- 
Comp, 61.7%, 23 TDs,21int.): signments. . 
woe Allen Pinkett, 720 yds. (Wt att,4.2 avg., 9 
= Ds) “ = Just how old is this group? Of the five 
(7, ) tei ee Metfires, 100 (7,181 yds., 11,8 who finished last season as starters, 
avg. only right tackle David Williams hasn't 
E=) Ia sie ree (61 see): turned 30. Guard John Flannery, a sec- 
(<) Sete Willa Flr, 15 (1 1330s). ond-round pick in ‘91 who was impres- 
= aig ania jomery, 43.9 avg. (48 punts, sive the first half of last season, could 
add some young blood if he can win a 
Punt relurns: Pat Goleman, 6.3 avg. (22 att, 138 yds, starting job from Doug Dawson, 
Rito aus ‘Allen Pinkett, 19.5 avg. (26 att, 608 Center Bruce Matthews continues to 
yds,,0 TDs). be one of the best linemen in the league. 
Guard Mike Munchak is coming off his 
1991 FANTASY STATISTICS seventh Pro Bowl season, which is one 
Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. short of tying a club record. Tackle Don 


PASSING [nECEIVING | KICK SCORING] Maggs is entering the point in his ca- 
reer when he should start playing his 
best. 

The line's problems are compounded 
by the retirement of tackle Dean 
Steinkuhler, who has been hampered 
by elbow and knee injuries. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—With players like William 
Fuller, Sean Jones, Ray Childress and 
Lee Williams, the Oilers are loaded on 
the line. This unit puts heat on the quar- 
terback and plays the run well. 

There's one problem, though. Fuller, 
Jones and Williams are ends and Hous- 
ton's defense features only two ends at 
any one time, That means Pardee will 
rotate the trio. Jones and Williams are 
known to squawk about playing time, 
but the coaches don’t care if the players 
stumble recovery “rtrcepton heen punt speak out as long as they put out. 
Veteran tackle Doug Smith may be 


300-yd. games 
100-yd. games 
10-39 yd. TDs 
0. yé. TOs 
17-3994. Fos 
40-49 yd. Fos 
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nearing the end of his career. It's make- 
or-break time for tackle Jeff Alm, a 
second-round pick who hasn't fulfilled 
expectations in his first two seasons. 
Childress may be the best tackle in the 
NFL. 

LINEBACKERS—Formerly a weak 
area, the linebacking unit became a 
strength last season, but it’s an area 
that still needs improving. The coaches 
want big and strong linebackers who 
can stuff the run. 

Al Smith, a monster in the middle, 
earned a trip to the Pro Bowl. Lamar 
Lathon was outstanding in his second 
season and deserved to be in the Pro 
Bowl, Lathon, who is the only line- 
backer to play in passing situations, has 
become an intimidator. 

Weak-side linebacker Johnny Meads 
did not have a good season after miss- 
ing a lot of time in a contract holdout. 
Meads, whose style is more suited for a 
3-4 defense, must play better to hold off 
the challenge of Eddie Robinson, Hous- 
ton’s top pick in the draft, who should 
beef up to the 250-pound range. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—All eight players 
from last season are back, and seven 
are cinches to make the team. This unit 
was augmented by the acquisition of 
four-time Pro Bowler Jerry Gray, who 
signed as a Plan B free agent from the 
Los Angeles Rams, 

Cornerback Cris Dishman enjoyed a 
superb season, becoming one of the 
best defensive players in the league. A 
big-play specialist who previously got 
too emotional on the field, Dishman 
stayed under control and became a ball 
hawk. 

Richard Johnson, the other corner- 
back, played hurt all season. If he hopes 
to make the team, he must recover 
from the knee injury that limited his ef- 
fectiveness last year. 

Strong safety Bubba McDowell is one 
of the best in the league, while free 
safety Bo Orlando will be pushed by 
Mike Dumas, the Oilers’ top draft pick 
in 1991. 

Darryll Lewis, Steve Jackson and 
Marcus Robertson are top reserves 
who will push for starting jobs in a few 
years. The coaches are high on fifth- 
round pick Tony Brown. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The coverage teams are outstanding, 
and they have been improved by Plan B 
and draft additions, But the return 
teams stink. The Oilers have not had a 
punt returner average 10 yards per re- 
turn since Billy (White Shoes) Johnson 
netted 15.4 yards per attempt in 1977. 
Query will try to change that this sea- 
son, Tillman and rookie Corey Harris 
should handle kickoff-return duties. 

Greg Montgomery, who ranked fifth 
in the league with a 43.9-yard average 
per punt, is one of the 
best in the NFL. Vet- 
eran Al Del Greco hit 
10 of 13 field goals 
after signing midway 
through the season. 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


‘Smith, WR; Tom Whelihan, K; ‘Anthony Williams, LB. 


“Not with Oilers in 1991. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160, 


any other college? 
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1992 HOUSTON OILERS ROSTER 
WEL 
No. QUARTERBACKS Born, Exp. College 
6 Baylor 
3 Wake Forest 
9 Washington 
R Texas A&M 
2 Auburn 
2 Ponn State 
3 Victor 8 Louisiana State 
32 Tillman, Spencer (KR) 5-11/206 4-21-64 7 Oklahoma 
44 White, Lorenzo 5 Michigan State 
R [bed 
2 Missesppl 
incan, 6 Norteetern 
81 Givins, Ernest... 7 Louisvi 
86 Harris, Corey (KR) R Vanderbilt 
83 Harris, Leonard 7 Texas Tech 
84 Jeffires, Ha 6 feet caso Ses 
R East Carolina 
5 wilh 
A illinois 
1 Southern California 
‘OFFENSIVE LINEMEN, 
69 Dafney, Bernard (T).. R Tennessee 
66 Dawson, Doug (C/G) 5 Texas 
7 Boone NN {1 6-10-68 2 North Carolina 
55 Flannery, John (C/G) 6-3); 1-13-69 2 Syracuse 
78 Maggs, don (T/G §-5/290 11-1-61 6 Tulane 
74 Matthews, Bruce (C/G)......8-5/291  8-B-61 10, Southern California 
T) 5-31-69 A Georgia Tech 
3-5-60 11. Penn State 
11-4-65, 2 Colorado 
6-21-66 4 Florida 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
76 Alm, Jetf (T) .. 3 Notre Dame 
78 Childress, Ray’ (TE). 6-6/272 10-20-62 8 Texas A&M 
95 Fuller, William E) 6-3/274 3-8-62 7 North Carolina 
“4 Jones, Sean (¢ 6-7/264 12-19-62 9 Northeastern 
a coeiart lonnn (T) .in6-0/272 3-31-67 4 Houston 
I Pe Tate 6-4/273 12-18-66 3 Miami (Fla,) 
R Southern Mississippi 
8 Auburn. 
9 Bethune-Cookman 
(a id 
aly Wisconsin 
Oregon. 
3 Houston 
9 Nicholls State 
R Alabama State 
6 Lamar (Tex.) 
6 Utah State 
61 3 Lamar 
70. R Fresno State 
65 5 Purdue 
38 Dumas, Mike ( }-69 2 Indiana 
a1 Srey any (cB 62 9 Texas 
24. Jackson, Steve (CB, 69, 2 Purdue 
23 dohnson, Rekard( B) .. )-63 8 Wisconsin 
a Archit fis Re 68 = 2 Arizona 
5 McDowell e (8) 66 4 Miami (Fla, 
FA Orlando, Bo (S) 66 3 West Virgini 
31 Robertson, He (8). 69. 2 lowa State 
‘SPECIALISTS: 
3 Del Greco, Al (K)... 62 9 Auburn 
9 ara aci 1 Greg (P) 10-29-64 5 Michigan State 
i) 42-29-68 R Alr Force 


Bremond M 


DID YOU KNOW. .. 


-that the University of Houston has provided the Oilers with more players (18 entering the ‘92 season) than 


a 


How a eee 
ata. 
3/87 3/0 
FA/92 0/0 
FA/84 16/16 
08/92 = 
012/90 0/0 
08/91 11/0 
FA/S1 14/0. 
PlanB/92 "16/0 
/88 13/0 
6/92 = 
FA/91 14/0 
10/87 16/16 
186 16/16 
3/92 — 
FA/87. 8/0 
01b/87 16/16 
10/92 = 
PlanB/92 *16/0 
07/92 oe 
05/91 0/0 
9/92 = 
FAI91 14/10 
03a/9: 16/0 
02b/91 16/9 
SupD/84 16/15 
1/83 16/16 
192. = 
01/82 13/13, 
‘A/90 IR 
01/89 16/16 
02/90 12/1 
D1a/85 16/15 
T-Ram/ 16/16 
T-Rai/88 16/12 
05/89 16/0 
03/90 7/0 
05/92 = 
84 15/15 
T-SD/91 10/5 
D5a/92 = 
D192 = 
PlanB/91 12/0 
12/89. 16/0, 
01/90 16/16 
03/84 16/16 
2/92 rad 
FA/87. 15/0 
06a/87 16/16 
FA/S2 “8/1 
‘D5a/92 = 
‘DSa/88 15/15, 
02/91 13/0 
PlanB/92 0 * 16/9. 
13/91 15/2 
‘D1b/85 14/14 
D2a/91 16/1 
189, 16/16 
06/89 16/16 
D4a/91 16/0 
FA/94 70 
03/88 15/0 
012/92 _, 


Elijah Austin, DT; Reggle Brown, WR; Andre Carron, LB; Pat Danko, DT; Kasey Dunn, WR; Corey Edmond, LB; 
Terry Gray, 6/C; Greg Harris, WR; Manny Hazard, WR; Eric Henley, WR; Clayton Hen, Le; Wade Hopkins, WR; 

Carlton tance, BB: Kevin Long, & Emanuel Martin, : Damon Mays, WR: 7 
Charles Phatms, DB; Curtis Reod, WR; John Reed, WR; Ross Ritter, T; Jeroy Robinson, LB; Phil Sevier, RB; Jett 


icClinton, DB; John Nee, 
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} By STEVE HUBBARD 


Pittsburgh Press 


hange is the operative word for 
i the 1992 Pittsburgh Steelers. 

10) “There's been more going on in 
these offices in the past three months 
than the past 20 years,” said Tom Dona- 


} hoe, the new director of football opera- 


tions. 

“There were coaching changes, there 
was an indoctrination for the new staff 
about the way we operate, there were 
changes in the personnel department. 
I'm not critical of the fact we changed. I 
think the changes have been great.” 

Great, and necessary, Pittsburgh 


j reveled in the glory Chuck Noll brought 


to the Steelers and to the city in the 
1970s. But for more than a decade, he 
failed to recapture that splendor. After 
23 seasons, 209 victories and four Super 
Bow! crowns in Pittsburgh, Noll real- 
ized it was time for him to go. Further- 
more, team President Dan Rooney ac- 
knowledged it was time for them (the 
Steelers) to grow, 

Noll and the entire organization had 


| fallen behind the times. What worked in 


the '70s did not work in the '80s, let 
alone in the '90s, It was long past time 
for change, and Noll's departure pro- 
vided Rooney with the perfect impetus 
for transition, 

Bogged down by his many league du- 
ties, Rooney has given Donahoe more 


Composed rookie: Despite starting for the first time in his career, Neil O'Donnell 


actually showed more poise in the pocket than Bubby Brister last 


authority than Dick Haley ever enjoyed 
in his 21 years as director of player per- 
sonnel. Haley joined the New York Jets 
after Donahoe, who was coaching high 
school football just seven years ago, 
was given expanded powers. 

Bill Cowher has enjoyed a similar 
rapid ascent. A player in the NFL only 
eight years ago, the 35-year-old Cowher 


rr eles PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
Greg Lid, David Jonson OFFENSE 
and. Carnell Lake, the defense 
should tebound from.a subpar WA Stone Mills Graham 
Season. Gary Anderson teniaingone LT Jackson Ricketts: Strzelczyk 
of the league's best Kckersand Wood © ts Love Searcy Rickatts 
Son one of its best return men. Eric Green Dawson Caliguire 
| could be the league's best tight end, and " ue 
‘tian Cooperietsine backup, AG Haselrig Gammon Ismail 
Wea Many. With naw coaches, RT likin Searcy Solomon 
sehen and personnel the team isa TE Green Cooper Campbell 
‘State of Mux. ‘quarterback spot is un- i 
|" Settd. The otfensiveand dtensivetines “8 —Ulpos Seaham, quvenpot 
are hott weak. The Widereceiversareun- 98 __O'Donnell Brister Biron 
| proven. The running game, which doesn't HB Foster W. Williams: Thompson 
feature a breakaway threat, won't excel FB Hoge Graham Drummond 
Unless Barry Fostor stays healthy, 
Nays tsetse ll Cowher and'Ron Et= DEFENSE 
ardt must provide a smooth transition 
{ioct & BomAlcaleaicneneaten sewehoren Le —AJones Davidson Gibson 
fense, The offensive line must open NT Steed N. Williams Veasey 
rough noes and texieensve ine must. REG. Willams Evans Davidson 
clog enough holes $0 the Steelers can r 
| aekaalewsishunnnggane: te — tate —Kinand tis 
Sure sign of trouble: f the Steelers can't Ae 
tun, they can't win, Erhardt arrives from RILB__Loyd Nickerson Jaworekt 
the run-oriented New York Giants eliev- ROLB Richardson ‘Loyd Webster 
] i Nahe must He Ae pectin Les Johnson Walker Shelton | 
|) That's the same way Chuck Noll once felt, 7 
but he abandoned thatiohilasophy under  BCB__Woodson vine pale 
pravious coordinator Joe Walton, 8s Lake G. Jones Griffin 
That's a fact: Cowher, 35, is'two years FS Everett G. Jones Smagala 
younger than Noll was when he became 
Pitsbutgh coach and only four months SPECIALISTS 
older than his oldest player, offensive 
tackle Tunch lik, $_aneion 
| Coach Bill Cowher says: “It’s a new situa- yal 
tion, a new staff, a new philosophy. a Woodson Stone Mills 
ie cl new chemistry that's Foe tobe Woodson Graham 
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began his coaching career by handling 
the Cleveland Browns’ special teams in 
1985 before taking over the secondary 
in '87, He became Kansas City’s defen- 
sive coordinator in '89, holding that post 
until taking over as Pittsburgh’s head 
man after the 1991 season, 


COACHING 


Coaches and philosophies can change 
overnight, but changing players and re- 
sults takes longer. It'll be up to the new 
regime to make sure the players grasp 
their concepts quickly. 

Ron Erhardt is the Steelers’ third of- 
fensive coordinator in four years and 
Dom Capers is the team's fourth defen- 
sive coordinator in five years, so Pitts- 
burgh can anticipate problems due to 
the recent flux in the coaching staff. 

But the players won't have any prob- 
lem understanding Cowher’s philoso- 
phy. He believes you win with defense 
and a ball-control offense. That was ba- 
sically Noll's philosophy, but he de- 
emphasized the running game with his 
ill-fated decision to hire offensive coor- 
dinator Joe Walton in 1990, just a month 
after the Steelers nearly qualified for 
the AFC championship game and 
looked like a team on the rise. 

In an effort to upgrade the running 
attack, Erhardt’s offense will depend 
on huge drive blockers, That's a far cry 
from Noll's offense, which utilized 
short, quick linemen who could trap 
and pull, And even if the Steelers fall 
behind in a game, Erhardt will stick 
with the run, unlike his predecessor, 

Capers’ defense will be a blend of 
what he learned under Jim Mora the 
last six seasons as New Orleans’ sec- 
ondary coach and what Cowher learned 
under Marty Schottenheimer in Kansas 
City. Capers plans to implement sim- 
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pler coverage schemes and a more ag- 
gressive pass rush. Pittsburgh, which is 
looking for bigger players in its front 
seven, will continue to use a 3-4 align- 
ment but it'll occasionally use a 4-3. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—Entering the sea- 
son, the quarterback job is up for grabs, 
But Neil O'Donnell, who replaced 
Bubby Brister in October after Brister 
tore the posterior cruciate ligament in 
his right knee, might have the advan- 
tage for three reasons: (1) A new re- 
gime can build for the future with a 
quarterback who is four years younger. 
(2) Brister has missed practice time be- 
cause he had a cadaver’s ligament in- 
serted in his knee to replace the torn 
one in the off-season, (3) Brister might 
miss some of training camp because 
he’s unsigned. 

Despite starting for the first time in 
his pro career, O’Donnell actually 
showed more poise in the pocket than 
Brister last year. But the 1990 third- 
round pick also lacked mobility (30 
sacks), fumbled too often (11 times) 
and couldn't throw deep as well as Bris- 
ter, 

But don’t count out Brister, Pitts- 
burgh’s starter for 34% years, He has ex- 
perience, and despite his struggles 
under Walton, Brister ranked 10th in 
the league in passing in 1990. 


Starring role: vic Green will be a focal 
point in Pittsburgh's new offense, 


RUNNING BACKS—Entering the sea- 
son, the Steelers know they can’t count 
on talented but troubled Tim Worley, 
who will miss the season because of a 
drug suspension. 

The Steelers hope Barry Foster can 
fill in for Worley. The third-year vet- 
eran lacks toughness and isn’t a break- 
away threat, but he spots holes well, 
hits the line quickly and breaks tackles. 
In his first two seasons, he averaged 5.6 


and 5.1 yards per carry, 

Warren Williams, who has averaged 
4.8 yards per carry over his four-year 
career, is a decent reserve halfback. He 
reads blocks well and boasts good ini- 
tial quickness, but he’s neither strong 
nor a breakaway threat. 

Merril Hoge remains a good comple- 
mentary fullback, but he’s not fast 
enough or elusive enough to build an at- 
tack around, 

Second-year pro Leroy Thompson, 
Plan B addition Robert Drummond and 
draft choices Scottie Graham and Mike 
Saunders provide support. 

RECEIVERS—Age, injuries and Wal- 
ton’s offense reduced Louis Lipps to a 
possession receiver, and he struggled in 
that role last year, The 30-year-old 
Lipps, who is unsigned, led the Steelers 
with 55 catches, but his 671 yards were 
only 22 more than Dwight Stone totaled 
in 32 receptions. 

Stone is a burner who can make big 
plays, but he'll never be a top player be- 
cause of his poor footwork, timing and 
hands. 

Despite their shortcomings in this de- 
partment, the Steelers didn't select a 
receiver until the fourth round of the '92 
draft. That's because Pittsburgh is con- 
fident the two it selected last year, Jeff 
Graham and Ernie Mills, will deliver 


Continued 


Follow the Steelers... 
STRIDE FOR STRIDE! 


The Pittsburgh Steelers and new head coach Bill 
Cowher are excited about the ‘92 season and are 
determined to become a dominating team once 
again. And nobody covers the Black and Gold like 
the Steelers Digest, the official publication of the 
Pittsburgh Steelers. Published weekly August through 
the playoffs and four times during the offseason, 
you get 26 big issues in all for only $32.95. No 
Steelers fan should be without Steelers Digest! 


C1 Yes! Enter my subscription to Steelers Digest for the term indici 
have enclosed payment with my order (or charged my credit card). 
Check one: Check onei 
O 1-year (26issues) © tenclose payment with order 


Star visa Oc amex Discover 
Jents0da 6% Exp Date 


k here if a renew! 
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1 


Subscribe to Steelers Digest 
before Sept. 15, 1992 and 
you'll receive a FREE copy of 
the official Pittsburgh Steelers 
1992 Media Guide. In it you'll 
find: 


95" 


Card No. 


G Send my subscription 1st Class Mail 
"ve enclosed an additional 835,00 per yoor 


@ Top Columnists cere 
hone No 
© Previews & Rosters NAME 
© Player Features 
Te 
& Much More *Pluase add 82.00 per your for postage and handling of Media Garde 
© Plus, you'll get a weekly 1 Send payment to: 1991 season n review 
. H Steclers Digest, P.O, Box 92, Pittsburgh, PA 15230-0092! anda ‘92 preview. 


column from Myron Cope | PEER TERETE! © Player and team statistics 


and Will McDonough! SS =o and much more! 
NOTE: Canadian & Mexican subscribers please add $6.00 & pay inUS funds 


@ Player profiles & photos. 

@ Complete individual and 
team records, 

@ Franchise history. 
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Head coach: Bill Cowher. 
Lael ‘coaches: Dom Capers (defensive coordina- 


tor). 
Ron Erhardt (offensive coordinator), 
Steve Furness (defensive line). 
John Guy (special teams). 
‘Bob Harrison (wide receivers). 
Dick Hoak (running backs), 
Pat Hecgeon (tightends).. 
Dick LeBeau (defensive backs). 
Marvin Lewis (linebackers). 
Kent Stephenson (offensive line). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record: 7-9 (2nd in AFC Central); 
4-2.in division; 7-5 in conference; 5-3 at home; 2-6 


on road, 

1991 playoff record: None. 

Cowher's regular-season record: First year as NFL 
head coach. 

‘Toam record last five years: 38-41 (.481, ranks T15th 


in league in that span). 
1991 team rankings AFC NFL 
Total offense. 10 20 
Rushing offense.. 7 
Passing offense... n 18 
Scoring offense... Ww 
10 22 
4 NW 
12 26 
u 722 
u Ti7 
™m 
T6 mH 
5 N 
a Te2 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA 
Stadium (capacity, surface): Three Rivers Stadium 
(59,600, artificial), 
Ticket information: 


323-1200. 
Lid radio station: WTAE, 1250 AM, 
Ue ini ae site: St. Vincent College, Latrobe, Pa; 412- 


300-yé. games 
10-39 yd. TOs 


70-39 yd. TDs 


COACHES 1992 SCHEDULE 


Sept. _6—atHouston 42:00 
Sept. 13—NY.JETS 4:00 
Sept. 20—at San Diego +00 
Sept. 27—atGreen Bay 300 
Oct. 4—Open date 

Oct. 11—atCleveland 4:00 
Oct. 19—CINCINNATI (Mon. 900 
Oct. 25—atKansas City 6:30 
Nov. 1—HOUSTON 4:00 
Nov. _8—at Buffalo 4:00 
Nov. 15—DETROIT 1:00 
Nov, 22—INDIANAPOLIS 1:00 
Nov. 29—at Cincinnati 4:00 
Dec. 6—SEATTLE 1:00 
Deo. peacncs 0 12:00 
Dec. 20—MINNESOTA 1:00 
Dec. FRRCLEVELAND 4:00 
Alltimes local. All games Sunday unless noted. 

1991 RESULTS 

Sept. 1—SANDIEGO W 26-20 
Sept. 8—atButtalo L 94-52 
Sept. 15—NEW ENGLAND W 20-6 
Sept, 22—at Philadelphia L 14:23 
Sept. 20—Open date 

Oct. 6—at Indianapolis Wo 21-3 
Oct. 14—N.Y. GIANTS L 20-23 
Oct, 20-SEATTLE L 7-27 
Oct. 27—at Cleveland C 14-17 
Nov. 3—at Denver L 13-20 
Nov. 10—at Cincinnati (OT) W 33. 

Nov. 17—WASHINGTON Lo 14-44 
Nov. 24—HOUSTON W 26-14 
Nov. 28—at Dallas L 10-20 
Dec. 8—at Houston LC 6-31 
Dec. 15—CINCINNATI W 17-10 
Dec. 22—CLEVELAND W 17-10 

1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Scoring (Kicking): Gary Anderson, 100 pts, (31/31 
PATs, 23/33 Fs). 
Scoring (touchdowns): Eric Green, 36 pts, (6 receiv- 


in 
Padng: Nell O'Donnel, 1965 yds. (286 at, 158 
54.5%, 11 TDs, 7int.). 

fertil Hoge, 610 yas. (165 att, 37 avg., 2 


erie Louis Lipps, 55 (671 yds., 122 avg., 2 

/s 

Interceptions: Thomas Everett, 4 (53 yds,,0 TDs). 

Teetes: Hardy Nickerson, 94 (706,24 assisted). 

Sacks: Jerrol Williams, 9 (45 yds. 

Punting: Oan Stryzinski, 40.5 vd. (74 puns, 2998 
s., 1blocked).. 

ual returns: Rod Woodson, 11.4 avg. (28 att., 320 

yds.,0 TDs). 

Kickott returns: Rod Woodson, 20.0 avg. (44 att., B60 

yds., 07TDs). 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 


10-39 yd. TDs 


40 yd. 10s 
17-39 yd. Fos 
Defensive TDs 


Total TOs 
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this season. 

Haley and Donahoe were furious last 
year when the coaches didn’t give the 
two rookies more playing time, but the 
few times they did play they did little to 
justify more action. Graham caught 
two passes, while Mills caught three. 
Unless one comes through, the lack of 
game-breakers at the skill positions 
will hurt the Steelers, 

Even if Mike Mularkey retires, the 
Steelers will still possess the league’s 
best pair of tight ends. Eric Green, who 
has 75 receptions and 13 touchdown 
grabs in just 24 career games, will bea 
focal point of Erhardt's offense, which 
will feature many two-tight-end forma- 
tions. 

Adrian Cooper, Pittsburgh's rookie of 
the year, is another big target with sure 


hands. 

LINEMEN— Undersized Tunch Ilkin is 
the team’s best lineman, but he has 
been slowed by age and injuries. He’s in 
jeopardy of losing his right tackle job to 
top draft choice Leon Searcy, who also 
could play guard. 

Searcy is a big guy who can move and 
knock people off the ball, which is just 
what the coaches want. 

Left tackle John Jackson, center 
Dermontti Dawson and right guard 
Carlton Haselrig are promising young 
starters who must become more consis- 
tent if they hope to reach their poten- 
tial. 

The Steelers hope Duval Love, a Plan 
B acquisition from the Los Angeles 
Rams, can fill a huge hole at left guard, 
where four players started last year. 

Mistake-prone Tom Ricketts (a slow- 
footed former No. | choice), Justin Str- 
zelczyk and Ariel Solomon will try to re- 
tain reserve jobs. Rookie Kendall Gam- 
mon probably will make the team be- 
cause of his long-snapping abilities. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—The Steelers’ defense re- 
sembled a paper curtain last season. 

After ranking first in pass defense 
and overall defense in ‘90, Pittsburgh 
fell to 26th in pass defense and 22nd in 
overall defense last year. Most of the 
blame can be placed on the secondary, 
which couldn't continue to compensate 
for the lack of help it received from the 
line. 

In their two-gap, run-first formation, 
the Steelers shut down the run, allow- 
ing only 3.4 yards per carry to rank 
third in the league. Their sack total was 
respectable, but returning linemen ac- 
counted for only eight of Pittsburgh's 38 
sacks in 1991. 

The Steelers drafted nose tackles 
Joel Steed and Nate Williams in hopes 
they can force Gerald Williams, the 
team’s best lineman, to end, 

Williams could supplant undersized 
Donald Evans and underachievers 
Aaron Jones, Kenny Davidson and 
Craig Veasey. Jones, Davidson and 
Veasey are better suited for a four-man 
line, but the Steelers don’t plan to use 
that formation very often. That trio 
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Was so unimpressive last season that 
Pittsburgh used linebackers Greg 
Lloyd and Jerrol Williams as ends in 
nickel formations. 
LINEBACKERS—The coaches hope 
outside linebackers Jerrol Williams, 


who recorded a team-high nine sacks, _ 


and Huey Richardson, who registered 
no sacks in an injury-plagued rookie 
year, become pass-rushing specialists, 

This may be Bryan Hinkle’s final sea- 
son. If that's the case, Lloyd could move 
to inside linebacker. Lloyd’s move to 
the inside could be hastened if dis- 
gruntled Hardy Nickerson is unsigned 
or traded, A move inside would de- 
crease Lloyd's pass-rushing opportuni- 
ties and might get him beaten up. But in 
Capers’ defensive scheme, the other in- 
side linebacker is supposed to challenge 
offensive linemen and leave Lloyd and/ 
or Nickerson free to make tackles. 

Either David Little, a Pro Bowler in 
1990 who held out and didn’t play well 
last year, or rookie Levon Kirkland will 
be the other inside linebacker. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The secondary 
isn't nearly as bad as it appeared last 
year, when it allowed 21 touchdown 
Passes after surrendering a league-low 
nine in '90, 

The remarkably gifted Rod Woodson 
held out until the start of last season. As 
aresult, he enjoyed a good but not great 
year. He'll be better in '92, as will fellow 
cornerback David Johnson, who's a 
very good player who played too soft 
last season because of an ankle injury. 

Carnell Lake and Thomas Everett 
are quality safeties who suffered 
through mysteriously bad seasons. 

Sammy Walker, injured most of his 
rookie season, should help at corner- 
back, while Gary Jones and Plan B 
pickup Stan Smagala should challenge 
Everett if they can stay healthy and 
play to their potential. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


It appears the Steelers got the worst 
of the off-season Plan B swap of punt- 
ers with Tampa Bay, losing Dan Stryz- 
inski and gaining inconsistent Mark 
Royals, who ranked last in the league in 
net punting. The Buccaneers also hired 
Pittsburgh’s fine special-teams coach, 
George Stewart. 

At least the Steelers still possess a 
great return man in Woodson and a 
great kicker in Gary Anderson, who 
will be helped immeasurably if a con- 
sistent long snapper is found. 

Noll refused to “waste” a roster spot 
on a player who just snapped for kicks, 
which was a waste because when Daw- 
son's snaps began to go awry, Anderson 
lost confidence and consistency. Conse- 
quently, he missed nine of his final 22 
field-goal attempts, including four from 
inside the 40. Noll's stubbornness prob- 
ably cost the Steelers 
at least one win. And 
when you consider 
they missed the play- 
offs by one game, 
that’s unfortunate. 


nnn memes 
1992 PITTSBURGH STEELERS ROSTER 
FL How “01 Games 
No. QUARTERBACKS WLW Bora Exp. College ag. GP/ES 
7 Benton, eee: 10-21-69 Connecticut Di2/92 — 
62 7 Northeast Louisiana 03/86 8/8 
3 Maryland 03a/90 12/8 
4 Georgia Tech FA/89. 0/0 
6-21-67 4 Syracuse PlanB/92*16/0 
12-8-68 3 Arkansas 05/90 10/9 
3-28-69 R Ohio State D7a/92 bd 
1-26-65 6 Idaho State 10/87 16/16 
10-3-69 R lowa 010/92 ~< 
ipson, Leroy .. 2-3-69. 2 Penn State 06/91 13/0 
42 Williams, Warren... 7-29-65 5 Miami (Fla,) 06/88 16/3 
bell, Russ (TE) 6-5/254 4-2-69 R Kansas State 7/92 
Fa Con pa E) §-5/268 4-27-68 2 Oklahoma D4a/91 16/8 
ivenport. Charles. §-3/210 11-22-68 — R North Carolina State 1/92 
80 Pal se 5-11/209 10-28-66 1 Arizona State FA/90 0/0 
81 Graham, Jeff (PR) §-1/196 2-14-69 2 Ohio State 02/91 13/1 
86 Green, Eric (TE) .... 6-5/280 6-22-67 3 Liberty 01/90 1/14 
83 Lipps, Louis (PI 5-10/ 193 8-9-62 9 Southern Mississippi 1/84 15/14 
89 Mills, Ernie 5-11/187 10-28-68 2 Florida 03/91 16/2 
Mularkey, Mike (TE) 1-19-61 10 Florida PlanB/89 9/6 
20 Stone, Dvight (RB/KA}) 8-64 6 Middle Tennessee State FA/87 16/8 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
60 Blankenship, Brian 63 6 Nebraska FA/87 3/3 
61 Caliguire, Dean (G/ 67 2 Pittsburgh FA/91 19/0 
74 Clayton, Stan (T) -65 5 Penn State PlanB/92 0/0 
Dawson, Dermontti (C) =65 5 Kentucky 02/88 16/16 
76 Dingman, Dean (G) ... 68 1 Michigan 08/91 IR 
1, Kendall (| 68 KR Pittsburg (Kan.) State 011/92 = 
}. Carlton -66 3 Pittsburgh-Johnstown 012/89 16/16 
62 likin, Tunch (T) ... }-57 13 Lhe! te 6/80. 16/16 
Ismail, Hesham (6) ... 1-69 R ‘D6a/92 = 
65 Jackson, John (T). }-65, 5 Eater Kestucy 010/88 16/16 
67 Love, Duval (G/T) 24-63 8 PlanB/92* 16/13 
tts, Tom (T/G). 2-65 4 Pishugh ‘D1b/89 14/8 
72 Searcy, Leon (T/G) 21-69 RK Letts 01/92 
Solomon, Ariel (T) 16-68 2 Colora 10/91 5/2 
73 Strzelczyk, Justin (T 18-68 3 Maine D11/90 16/0 
}- 17-67 3. Louisiana State 02/90 13/1 
14-64 4 Winston-Salem (N.C.) St. FA/90 16/14 
-20-63 4 Northern Arizona PlanB/S2 “5/1 
20-68 1 Colorado FA/91 0/0 
18-66 5 Eastern Kentucky 01/88 16/7 
7-69 R Colorado 03/92 = 
25-66 3 Houston 036/90 13/2 
3-63 7 Auburn 02/86 16/15 
11-68 R. Mississippi State D8b/92 = 
4-59 11 Oregon 06/81 44/14 
23-67 2 Colgate PlanB/92 “8/3 
7-69 R Pept Dass = 
-3-59 12 Fl 07/81 14/10 
26-65 5 Fort Mat (Ga.) State 06/87 16/16 
= 1-65 6 California 05/87 16/14 
-29-67 4 Pittsburgh 010/89 16/4 
2-68. 2 Florida 01/91 5/0 
23-69 R Rutgers 09/92 = 
6 4 Purdue 04/89 16/4 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
27 Everett, Thomas (S) 11-21-64 6 Baylor 04/87 16/16 
22 Griffin, Larry (S) 1-11-63 7 North Carolina FA/87 6/0 
21 Haller, Alan (cB 8-9-70 R Ni State D5/! — 
rH Hargett, David ( 200 12-2-68 A Georgia FA. = 
poets Ticket :} Rete uM Haar 16/16 
25 Jones, Gary (S) .... 1-30- fexas 
37 Lake, Carnell (: 7-15-67 4 ul 02/89 16/16 
9 Perry, Darr ) 12-29-68 = -R Penn State 8/92 = 
24 Shelton, Richard (CB/PR) 1-2-66 3 bls FAISN 
40 Smagala, Stan (S) 68 3 Notre Dame PlanB/92 “8/0 
41 Smith, Kevin (S) 87 2 Rhode Island FAI91 16/1 
43 Vincent, Shawn (CB) -68 2 Akron FAISY 10/1 
23 Walker, Sammy (CB) 10-69 2 Texas Tech 4/91 210 
26 Woodson, Rod (CB/KR) 10-65 6 Purdue 01/87 15/15, 
PECIALI 
1 iedey vail 59 11 Syracuse W-Buf/82 16/0 
3 Royals, 22-64 3 Appalachian State PlanB/92* 16/0 


OTHER FREE ap : CAMP 
Johnnie Black, DL; Darrin Chandler, WR; Gerry Collins, RB; David Daniels, RB; Mark Didio, WR; David Hargett, S: 
Andrew Hil, WR; Henry Ostaszewsh., DL; Darrick Owens, WR; Kacy Rodgers, LB; Paul Sr, TE; Derick Tho- 
mas, LB. 

*Not with Steelers in 1991. 

+ includes totals with both Steelers and another NFL team in 1991. 

Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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AFC CENTRAL 


4) By JOSEPH SANCHEZ 
“ Denver Post 


» ver the last decade, John Elway 

has become the most promi- 

} nent sports figure in the color- 

ful history of Colorado, Only Jack 

Dempsey, the “Manassa Mauler” of an 
earlier era, could possibly rival Elway. 

So when the Denver Broncos drafted 
UCLA sophomore Tommy Maddox as 
their quarterback-of-the-future last 
April, it touched off a wave of contro- 
versy that is still raging up and down 
the front range of the Rockies. 

What's this all about? 

Is the Elway era over? 

Has “The Elway Watch,” a happy vig- 
ilance that has occupied the masses 
since he came to Colorado in 1983, sud- 
denly become a career death watch? 

Have the Broncos—just 40 yards and 
a fumble away from another Super 
Bowl appearance last year—mortgaged 
their present for the future? 

If you ask Coach Dan Reeves, he will 
= }| tell you to relax. The issue that pro- 
| voked all this anxiety was a risk taken 

4) tosecure Denver's distant future, about 
/ —) half a decade down the road. The 
y \) present remains very mich in the 
hands of John Albert Elway, and the ob- 
jective hasn't changed. 

The Broncos, Reeves will acknowl- 
edge, didn’t do much to provide them- 
selves with immediate help in the 1992 


| Never fear, Denver fans, Elway still runs the show 


the green light: On first and second downs, Gaston Green—the sixth-best rusher 
inthe peanaes last ‘year—is expected to aah} most of Lt handoffs. 


draft, but that doesn’t mean they won't 
be better. 

“I think people forget that we were a 
young team that got better and better 
toward the end of last season,” Reeves 
said. “We played a lot of rookies ...a 
lot of new guys. In my experience, most 
players make their biggest jump (in im- 
provement) between their rookie year 
and their second year.” 

If Reeves is right, the Broncos will 
field an even better defense than the 
one that was No. 1 in the American 
Football Conference last year. It was 
there, don’t forget, that outside line- 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
4 OFFENSE 
bu plonships, the real strength of the Jackson Bostick 
— franchise must be Dan Reeves, the a Davidson J. Johnson 
{ coach who brought the Broncos froma ig Farrell Ker 
m) | 5-11 disaster in 1990 to the brink of an= © [jo baw 
‘other Super Bow! last year. In addition, the ae a: Wisell 
Broncos: aah ‘areloaded ondefense,par- 86 _Do. Widell 
lcuarly wi he Noebackers.andsale= AT Lanier Subis 
mn ly remains: 7 ate 
Pe ae meate ee Dereon TE Kay ‘Awalt R. Johnson 
strong at running back and tight end, WAV. Johnson Russell 
Weaktesses: The two mostccriticalarewide 98 _Elway Pelluer Maddox 
(atoun Natcrsanantintean| ee Se = 
iat order. Mark Jackson and Vance 
dro fae nun i's te FB Sewell Perryman 
years al . re 
only two healthy veteran receivers on the HEFENSE 
roster. Denver has had nothing but trouble Powers Dronett 
at lft tack since Dave Studdard de- rf Kragen Sochia 
uted after: Season, en RE Holmes Walker 
FE a Rent SPMDSCOES LoLe  Fetcher 
| | Key ta success: The continued development LLB Brooks Traylor 
of Jett Davidson at left tackle andanof- RILB_ Mecklenburg Murray 
fonsive attack redesigned to take better OLB Croc! Mills 
advantage of the tightends and the ru- —t¢g Braxton ‘Lan 
‘ning game, The defense will do the rest. 2 
Sora sg of irae: I Ebay’s shoulder ot a Henderson Bin 
ves out. jontgomery 
That's a fact: Tommy Maddox is the only FS Atwater 
quarterback Denver has ever drafted In 
SPECIALISTS 
K___ Treadwell 
Horan 
KR__._ Montgomery Russell 
‘schedule, we went Tot Super Bow” PR V.Johnson 
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backer Mike Croel, everybody's rookie 
of the year, played last year, along with 
pass-rush specialist Kenny Walker and 
inside linebacker Keith Traylor, both 
first-year men. 

The most troublesome question, 
then, is can the defense be strong 
enough to carry Elway and Co. through 
a brutal schedule against an intimidat- 
ing lineup of nine games involving play- 
off teams, including tests against the 
powers of the NFC East, and into the 
playoffs again? 

The answer is, yesit can. 

If there is any improvement in Den- 
ver’s offense, however, it most likely 
will have to come from established 
players—theirs and whoever else's left 
tackle or wide receiver they might be 
able to acquire in a late trade. 


COACHING 


The most fascinating addition here is 
Raymond Berry, the Hall of Fame re- 
ceiver and former New England Patri- 
ots coach who was brought in to be 
Elway's personal tutor. As Berry sees 
it, his job is to teach Elway “the finer 
points of the game” with the hope of 
helping Elway become a productive 
“thirty-something” quarterback, With 
the somewhat surprising addition of 
Maddox, however, Berry also becomes 
a bridge builder between the present 
and the future. Berry is strictly the 
quarterbacks coach, but replaces 
former offensive coordinator Mike 
Shanahan as Elway's personal coach. 
George Henshaw, formerly the re- 
ceivers coach, is the new offensive co- 
ordinator. 

Wade Phillips remains a true master 
in charge of Denver’s defense, while 
the overall coaching philosphy remains 
firmly in the hands of Reeves. 


OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS—If Maddox is “the 
natural” both Reeves and Berry think 
he is, the Broncos have this position se- 
cured well into the 2ist Century. 
The only concern is that the 20-year- 
old Maddox could get forced into a 
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rushed developmental program if 
Elway’s body breaks down ahead of his 
five-year projected retirement date. 
Elway has missed only three starts 
over his nine-year career, so it’s easy to 
dismiss the fact that he had major off- 
season surgery on his right shoulder to 
shave a bone spur and remove some de- 
bris from the bursa sac. 

Elway also has a recent history of a 
bulging disk in his lower back—the 
same problem that sent his longtime 
backup, Gary Kubiak, into early retire- 
ment. 

Harmony doesn't seem to be a prob- 
lem, however. Elway is a big fan of his 
new backup, Steve Pelluer, whom he 
feels the Chiefs should have started 
ahead of Steve DeBerg. He regards 
Maddox as “a nice kid. But I can’t even 
take him out for a beer, yet.” 

RUNNING BACKS—Reeves’ tailback- 
friendly offense keeps sending players 
to the Pro Bowl, so it is safe to say that 
Denver again will have a productive 
running game. Last season, Gaston 
Green (1,037 yards) received the ac- 
claim. 

It was, however, the veteran utility 
back, Steve Sewell, who was Denver's 
most productive offensive weapon. 
Sewell, who made the fatal fumble in 
the AFC championship game, con- 
verted no less than 34 first downs for 
Denver in 1991, most of them on third- 
and-must situations. 

On first and second down, Green— 
the sixth-best rusher in the league last 
year—is expected to take most of the 
handoffs, while Greg Lewis will plug in 
nicely in relief and on short-yardage 
plays. If there is a new rookie on the 
depth chart, it most likely will be Ohio 
State scatback Carlos Snow, who dou- 
bles as a return specialist. 

Sammie Smith, obtained from Miami 
for Bobby Humphrey, figures to pro- 
vide power running in short-yardage 
situations, 

At fullback, the Broncos are hoping 
an intensive off-season knee rehabilita- 
tion will return blocking specialist Rob- 
ert Perryman to form. 

RECEIVERS—With all those quarter- 
back-hungry NFC East teams on the 
schedule, don’t be surprised if the Bron- 
cos line up with three tight ends more 
often than they do with three wide re- 
ceivers, 

Besides, tight ends they've got; wide 
receivers they don’t. 

Adding Dallas’ Rob Awalt to a tight 
end group that already included Clar- 
ence Kay, Reggie Johnson and Shannon 
Sharpe doesn't make much sense un- 
less the "Jumbo Line” is going to be a 
big part of Denver’s game plan in 1992. 
It makes even more sense with a short- 
age of wide receivers that includes fad- 
ing veterans Mark Jackson and Vance 
Johnson as the only healthy perform- 
ers, along with the possible addition of 
rookie Jon Bostick from Nebraska. 

LINEMEN—At left tackle is the very 


Continued 


RUNNING BACKS 
28 Green, Gastor 
41 Lewis, Greg.. 
33 Perryman, Robert 
38 Rivers, Reggl 
30 Sewell, Stev 

Smith, Sammie 


RECEIVERS 

87 Awalt, Rob (TE)... 
Bostick, Jon. 

80 Jackson, Mark.. 
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‘SPECIALISTS 
2 Horan, Mike (P) 2-1-59 
9 Treadwell, David (K).. 2-27-65 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP. 


*Not with Broncos in 1991. 
Key to-abbreviations on page 160. 
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SUNSumahoaaDmrtww 


NSs.aeausD> 


NNBSawene 
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Virginia 
Washington 


Michigan 
‘Southwest Texas State 
Oklahoma 


Florida State 


San Diego State 
Newaste 


Purdue 

Ma 

Florida State 
Arizona 
Georgia 
Arkansas 

Savannah (Ga.) State 
Alcorn State 

UCLA 


Arkansas 
Ohio State 
Penn State 


Texas 

Michigan State 
California 
Florida 

Florida State 
Jackson State 
Auburn 

Northern Arizona 


California 
San Diego State 
Boston e 


Boston College 
Texas 

lowa 

Southern California 


Washington 
Utah State 


How 
Tbai/ss 
D1/92 


011/91 
PlanB/92 


T-Ram/91 
05/91 


PlanB/92 
D7b/92 
D6a/86 
FA/91 
02/91 
02/85 
07/84 
04/91 
07/90 
11/92 
PlanB/89 


Maryland 28/89 
Northwestern Oklahoma SLFA/91, 
08/91 


Nebraska 


Louisiana State 
Nebraska 


Houston 
Louisiana State 
California 


Florida 
Central (Okta.) State 


Arkansas 

North Dakota State 
INLV 

‘isthe Tech 

UNLV 

Washington 

Houston 

Oregon 


Boise State 
Southern California 


Long Beach State 
Clemson 


‘tInctudes totals with both Broncos and another NFL team in 1991, 


DID YOU KNOW... 


that Broncos Coach Dan Reeves has played or coached in an NFL-record eight Super Bowls? 


(EEEEEEEEeemeenmemeeee 
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FAI 
03/91 
01/89 
012/87 
PlanB/91 
012/92 
PlanB/89 
05/90 
02/90 


09/92 
05/92 
01/81 


FA/86. 
T-Pho/89 


’9) Games 


GP/GS 
16/16 
o/0 
0/0 
13/12 
16/4 


6/0 
16/2 


16/16 
16/15 
16/1 


16/16 
16/0 
16/0 


16/16 


16/0 
16/0 


Hesh Colar, DB; Paschal Davis, DB; Mark Flythe, DL; Russell Freeman, OL; Jay Jones, TE; John Kacherski, LB; 
Greg Lester, WR; Arthur Marshall, WR; Russ McCullough, OL; Willie Oshodin, DL; Scott 


id Cn DL; Harold 
Robinson, WR; Stacey Satterwhite, DL; Carlos Snow, RB; John Sullins, LB; Bobby Wright, RB. r 
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-_ 
a 
ws 
= 
ww 
rs 
<= 


AFC WEST 


“a 
(=) 
wy 
a2 
(= 
ee 
[- =) 
ce 
pal 
= 
= 
al 
— 


AFC WEST 
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COACHES 1992 SCHEDULE 
Head coach: Dan Reeves. Sept. 6—LA RAIDERS 
Assistant coaches: errant Bass slp assistant). ‘Sept, 13—SAN DIEGO 
Raymond Berry (quarterbacks). Sept. 20—at Philadelphia 
Bamey Chavove (delonsve assistant) Sept. 27—atCleveland 
Joe DeCamillis (defensive quality control). Oct. _4—KANSASCITY 
Mo Forte (running backs). Oct. ee (Mon) 
Catt Henshaw. (offensive coordinator/wide re- Oct. 18—HOUSTON 
Oct. 25—atSan Diego 

Pete man jurian (offensive line). Nov,  1—Opendate 
‘Al Miller (strength and conditioning). Nov, B—N.Y. JETS 
Mike Nolan (linebackers). Nov. 15—N.Y. GIANTS. 
Wade Phillips (defensive coordinator). Nov. 22—atL.A. Raiders 
Harold Richardson (tight ends/special teams). Nov. 30—at Seattle (Mon.) 
Ernie Stautner (defensive line). Dec, _6—DALLAS 
Charlie Waters (defensive backs). ati Bese ere (Sat.) 

RECORDS/RANKINGS =|, stemss0u 
2851 apres er: 12-4 (tin AFC Wes) Ee ae ee 
Be baa ision; 10-4 in conference; 7-1 at home; 5-: 1991 RESULTS 
19319 re Geer: Defeated Oilers, 26-24, in AFC di- {—CINGINNATI 45-14 
visional Pavel game; lost to Bills, 10-7, in AFC ot eet LA. Raiders 13-16 
Rene ip game. Sept. 15—SEATTLE 16-10 
Reaves’ regular-season record: 102-65-1in 17 seasons | Sept, 22—SAN DIEGO 27-19 
with Broncos. Sept. 29—at Minnesota 13-6 
Aooves’ postseason record: 7-6 in six playoffs with Oct, 6—atHouston 14-42 
Broncos (0-3 in Super Bowls), Oct. 13—Open date 


Team aerate years: 4-32-1( 56, ranks th 


Oct 20—KANSAS CITY 
equ in that span) 
ra 


Oct. 27—atNew England 
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AFC WFL | Nov, 3—PITTSBURGH 20-13 
6 12 | Nov, 10—L.A. RAIDERS 16-17 
5 8 | Nov. 17—atKansasCity 24-20 
10 7 | Nov. 24—atSeattle 10-13 
6 12 | Dec. 1—NEWENGLAND 20-3 
1 5 | Dec. 8—atCleveland 17-7 
9 19 | Dec. 15—PHOENIX 24-19 
i é Dec. 22—atSan Diego 17-14 
we TM 
Be 1991 TEAM LEADERS 
4 6 | Scoring {kicking}: David Treadwell, 112 pts. (31/32 
1 2 PAs 27/99F8)- 


12 ‘Scoring (touchdowns): John Elway, 36 pts. (6 rush- 


ing 

Passig: John Etway, 3.259 yds. (451 at, 242 comp, 

53.7%, 13 TDs, 12int.). 

Aashng Gaston Green, 4,037 yds. (261 att, 40 avg., 
Is). 

inoplne Michael Young, 44 (629 yds., 143.avg.,2 


Interceptions: Steve Atwater § (104 yds. 0 TDs); 


yds.) 
ernse Hea Hien ae del (72 punts, 3,012 yds., 
‘I blocked). * 
Punt retarns: Vance Johnson, 7.3 avg. (24 att. 174 


ctor tat: Aton Montgomery 18 avg. (26att, 
488 yds., 0 TOs). pea 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only 
PASSING [RUSHING | 


10-39 yd. TDs 
300-yd. games 
10-39 yd. TOs 
40, yd. TDs 
1-94. 10s 
10-39 yé. TOs 
17-39 yd. Fos 
40-49 yd. Fos 


fumble recovery 


interception 
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green Jeff Davidson. At right tackle is 
the very gray Ken Lanier. 

Is that any way to protect Elway? 

Probably not. But that's what the 
Broncos are stuck with, unless one of 
the three 300-pound rookies they draft- 
ed in April—Chuck Johnson of Texas, 
Jim Johnson of Michigan State or Di- 
etrich Lockridge of Jackson State— 
turns out to be another Dave Studdard. 
Inside, the Broncos are solid with Keith 
Kartz at center and Doug Widell and 
Sean Farrell in the guard positions. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—There isn’t a superstar 
lineman on the roster, but in nose tack- 
les Greg Kragen and Brian Sochia (both 
former Pro Bowlers) and ends Ron 
Holmes, Warren Powers and Kenny 
Walker, Denver is loaded with quality 
talent. 

So, if rookie Shane Dronett, the sec- 
ond-round draft choice from Texas, is 
the pass-rush threat that Phillips thinks 
he is, there may be few teams outside 
Philadelphia that line up any stronger. 

LINEBACKERS—It probably doesn’t 
get any better than Mike Croel and 
Simon Fletcher on the outside and Karl 
Mecklenburg and Michael Brooks on 
the inside. But there are those who 
argue that Keith Traylor should be 
starting ahead of Brooks and that Jeff 
Mills should be starting ahead of Croel. 

A ridiculous argument, no doubt, but 
it certainly says something about the 
quality of Denver's depth. 

A true superstar, Mecklenburg 
moved back inside to accommodate 
Croel and rebounded from a so-so sea- 
son to make his fifth Pro Bowl appear- 
ance. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—With trend- 
setters Steve Atwater and the ageless 
Dennis Smith in the safety positions, 
the Broncos don’t need much on the 
corners. 

After Tyrone Braxton, the ball hawk 
with the bad knee on the left side, they 
don't have much. But Wymon Hender- 
son and Charles Dimry fit well in Den- 
ver's zone coverages, and Charlie Wa- 
ters may be a better secondary coach 
than he was a player. Losing utility de- 
fensive back Randy Robbins to New 
England via Plan B was the dumb deci- 
sion of the off-season, leaving Denver 
short on help behind their two stand- 


outs. 
SPECIAL TEAMS 

With Mike Horan, Denver's punting 
has been its defense's best friend. The 
same cannot be said for soft-legged 
place-kicker David Treadwell and his 
relationship with the offense. Still, 
Treadwell is deadly inside the 40-yard 
line, and it was his poise on a bad snap 
that got Denver into the AFC champi- 
onship game last season, 

With all those line- 
backers, Denver's cov- 
erage teams are solid, 
but the Broncos still 
need a returner who 
covets the job. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Chiefs inch closer to Super Bowl by adding Krieg 


By RANDY COVITZ 
Kansas City Star 


tep by step, the Kansas City 
» Chiefs are marching toward the 
wD Super Bowl. 

Since President/General Manager 
Carl Peterson and Coach Marty Schot- 
tenheimer took command after the di- 
sastrous 4-ll-1 '88 season, the Chiefs 
have gone from 8-7-1 in 1989 to 11-5anda 
wild-card playoff loss in 1990 to 10-6 and 
a wild-card playoff victory in 1991. 

Similar improvement in 1992 would 
put the Chiefs in the AFC Champion- 
ship game, and perhaps the Super 
Bowl. 

“We have the talent, the attitude and 
the determination,” Pro Bow! line- 
backer Derrick Thomas said. “We have 
the offense, the defense, the special 
teams. We have everything it can pos- 
sibly take to get there.” 

Including a new quarterback. 

Convinced they had wrung every- 
thing they could from aging Steve De- 
Berg, who was left unprotected on Plan 
B and signed with Tampa Bay, the 
Chiefs signed veteran Seattle quarter- 
back Dave Krieg as a Plan B free agent 
and have entrusted the immediate fu- 
ture to him, 

“We've got to get a solid year out of 
the quarterback, and we've got to get 
some big plays out of the offense,” said 
Schottenheimer, whose team com- 


Ready to bust out: Expect a big year from 
Harvey Williams, who will benefit from 
an off-season conditioning program anda 
feltca training come 


pleted only four passes of 50 or more 
yards in 1991, 

Another prerequisite for advancing 
in the playoffs is securing home-field 
advantage. The last two seasons have 
ended with playoff losses on the road. 


COACHING 


After three years of keeping his staff 
intact, Schottenheimer lost three val- 


gipaaliny Tne cae PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
Sina oreene SEENIE 
Frower foolall Kanene chy | WA RThomas Hany F, Jones 
has boasted a 1,000-yard rusher in ir Alt Valerio Dohring } 
fear the bea ae paste feat ig Szott Beavers Ostroski ] 
only three other teams have ao- : 
ST ROEE Led by linebacker Derrick © Grunhard Leeuwenburg Jennings 
Thomas, the defense features a swarming 8G _Lutz Brown 
{ine and linebacking corps. AT Graham Baldinger ‘Allen 
wee Le arena TE___ Hayes Cash Dyal 
‘aging and the re rs lack speed. 
Kleter Nick Lovery may be on his last og. m Barnet Bites TSautt 
Key sucess: Kansas Cy must contnoe w tea Bae 
iding by Coach Marty. HB Williams McNair Anders 
ys play Yatactine eae ie RB Word Okoye B. Jones 
tention to detail, in he prepa- z 
our ie of trouble: An injury to quarter DEFENSE 
ure juty to quarter~ i 
back Dave Kriog, Reserve Mark Viasic has it N Sait site Fighy. 
yet to prove he can stay healthy and rook- aura. ims 
ie Matt Blundin is a few years away, AE Maas Evans Szymanski 
Thal's a Or late fegular- LOLB Martin Marts Weatherspoon 
‘season Victories the Seasons are imi Andé 
ihe ranchises most since 1968-69, when Ire — Se Soe ES 
Kansas City won 23 games. ae a £ 
Coach Marly Sckollenheimer says; “The "OLB__D. Thomas Marts Weatherspoon 
‘overriding attitude that this Cnet Lee A_Lewis Pearson Everett 
hasis.. here's gusy oe (ae Pe Towin wea Ross Carter T.Lewis 
aworld’s ct SS___ Porter Bayless Thompson 
FS___Cherry Mincy Hagy 
SPECIALISTS 
K Lowery Lansford Starcevich 
P___ Barker DeArmus 
KA Williams Stradford F. Jones 
PR Carter Stradford Birden 
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ued assistants in defensive 
coordinator/linebackers coach Bill 
Cowher, who became Pittsburgh's head 


coach; secondary coach Tony Dungy, } 


who became Minnesota's defensive co- 
ordinator; and sage offensive aide Jim 
Erkenbeck, who joined the Los Angeles 
Rams as offensive-line coach. 
Fortunately for Schottenheimer, the 
man he originally wanted to hire as de- 
fensive coordinator in 1989, Dave Ado- 
Iph, was available. Adolph, who comes 
to Kansas City after serving as the Los 
Angeles Raiders’ defensive coordinator 
the last three years, coordinated Cleve- 
land’s defense for three seasons under 
Schottenheimer. Adolph will maintain 


the schemes that have resulted in an | 


AFC-leading 99 sacks and 78 takeaways 
for the Chiefs in the last two years. 

In addition to coaching receivers, Al 
Saunders has been promoted to as- 
sistant head coach. Herman Edwards 
moved from the Chiefs’ scouting de- 
partment to secondary coach, and vet- 
eran NFL assistant Jimmy Raye re- 
placed Erkenbeck as tight ends coach/ 
offensive assistant. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—With Krieg at the 
controls, Kansas City’s offense likely 
will feature more drop-back passing 
and deeper pass routes and less play ac- 
tion and bootlegging. 

The knock on Krieg, 33, is that he’s in- 
consistent. In the last three years, he 
has thrown 52 interceptions and 47 
touchdown passes, and he’s the NFL ca- 
reer leader in fumbles (108). 

By contrast, second-round draft 
choice Matt Blundin set an NCAA 
record by throwing 231 consecutive 
passes without an interception last sea- 


son at Virginia. But the 6-foot-6 | 


Blundin, drafted as the quarterback of 
the future, started only 10 career col- 
lege games, so he’s considered a long- 
term project. 

The Chiefs still believe fifth-year vet- 
eran Mark Vlasic can be a capable per- 
former, but he has yet to prove he can 
avoid injuries. 

RUNNING BACKS—Schottenheimer's 
biggest problem will be spreading the 
ball among Harvey Williams, who led 
the Chiefs with 1,118 all-purpose yards 
as a rookie despite missing two games 
with injuries, and his two big backs, 
Christian Okoye and Barry Word. 

Expect a big year from Williams, 
who will benefit from an off-season con- 
ditioning program and a full training 
camp. Though Okoye rushed for 1,031 
yards, he played sparingly in the last 
three games and in the playoffs be- 
cause of a sprained knee. As a result, 
Word finished the season as the starter, 
gaining 429 yards and scoring three 
touchdowns in the last four games of 
the year. 


Continued 
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COACHES 


ty Schottenheimer. 
Assistant coaches: Dave Adolph (defensive coordina~ 
tor/linebackers), 
Bruce Arians (running backs). 
Russ Ball (assistant strength and conditioning). 
Herman Edwards (defensive backs). 
Howard Mudd (offensive line). 
Joe Pendry (offensive coordinator/quarterbacks), 
Tom Pratt (defensive line). 
iy Raye (tight ends/offense). 
Dave Redding (strength and conditioning). 
Al Saunders (receivers). 
Kurt Schottenheimer (special teams). 
Darvin Wallis (quality control). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


199 regula. sna rverd: 106 (2nd in AFC West; 
8:2 division; 8-4 n conference 6-2 athon 


1991 p yal record: Defeated Raiders, 10-6, in AFC 
wilds ard game; lost to Bills, 37-14, in AFC di- 
visional playoff game, 
Schotton lars '$ ragular-season record: 29- 18-1 in, 
‘three seasons with Chiefs; 73-45-1 overall in eight 
NFL seasons with Chiefs and Broy 
‘Scholtonholmer's postseason record: 1-2 in two playoffs 
with Chiefs; 3-6 in six playoffs with Chis and 
Browns, 
Team record last five years: 37-40-2 (.481, ranks 
T15th in raat Inthat span). 

iin AF NFL 


1991 teat 


= 
aaentorenseved 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Studion Leap. sete: Arrowhead Stadium 
Tel at 6924-9400 
stalin: KCFX, 104.1 

ra Eh U. of Wisconsin: Fiver Falls, River Falls, 
Wis.; 715-425-4580, 


10-39yd.10s | 


1992 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 6—atSan Diego 1,00 
Sept. 13—SEATTLE 12:00 
Sept. 20—atHouston 12:00 
Feed 28—L.A-RAIDERS (Mon.) 8:00 
Oct. 4—at Denver 2:00 
Oct. 11—PHILADELPHIA 12:00 
Oct. 18—atDallas 12:00 
Oct. 25—PITTSBURGH 6:30 
Nov. pe ee 
Nov, _8—SAN DIEGO 3:00. 
Noy, 15—WASHINGTON 12:00 
Nov, 22—atSeattle 5:00 
Nov, 29—at N.Y, Jets 1:00 
Dec, 6—al L.A. Raiders 1:00 
Dec. 13—NEWENGLAND. 12:00 
Dec, 19—atN.Y. Giants (Sat,) 12:30 
Dec, 27—DENVER 12:00 
Alltimes local. All games Sunday unless noted. 
1991 RESULTS 
Sept, 1—ATLANTA W i 
Sept 8—NEW ORLEANS. tb 10-17 
Sept, 16—at Houston L 7-17 
Sept, 22—SEATTLE W 20-13 
Sept. 29—at San Diego W 14-13 
Oct, 7-—BUFFALO W 33-6 
Oct. eet ANU WwW 42-7 
Oct, 20—at Der L 16-19 
Oct, 28—L.A. “RAIDERS W 24-21 
Nov. 3—Open date 
Nov. 10—atL.A. Rams W 27-20 
Nov. 17—DENVER L 20-24 
Nov. 24—at Cleveland L 15-20 
Dec. j—atSeattle Ww 19-6 
Dec. 8+SAN DIEGO (OT) W 20-17 
Dec. 14—atSan Francisco L 14-28 
Dec, 22—atL.A. Raiders W 27-24 
1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Nick Lowery, 110 pts. (35/35 


lee Sieve Deberg. 2 2,985 yds. (434 att, 256 
fashiag: Christan Okoye, Jost yds. (225 att, 46 
avg.,9 TDs). 

Aacatins Robb Thomas, 43 (495 yds, 115 avg. 1 


Interceptions: Deron Cherry, 4 (31 yds.,07Ds). 

Tackles: Deron Cherry, 116 (59 solo, 57 assisted). 

Sacks: Derrick Thomas, 13.5 (112 yds.). 

Pale ; Bryan 8 Barker, 40.4 avg. (57 punts, 2,303 

yds. 

fa oo Troy Stradford, 6.8 avg. (22 att., 150 
Is. 

Kickatt aoe Harvey Williams, 21.8 avg. (24 att, 

524 yds.,0 TDs), 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only, 


100-yd. games 
Defensive TDs 


H 
Tim Barnett 


Te] 1-99. Tos 


i 


tyr [alate |=} 10-39 ya. tos 


ili fafa li [esl] 40. ya.tos 
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‘Chris Martin 


Todd McNair 
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fumble recovery 
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Bill Jones serves as a devastating 
lead blocker. Elusive and sure-handed 
Todd McNair has been productive as a 
pass catcher, grabbing 37 passes in 
long-yardage situations in 1991, 

RECEIVERS —The absence of Stephone 
Paige crippled a passing game that fea- 
tured no other consistent deep threat 
last season. Paige, who missed 13 
games, appears recovered from arthro- 
scopic knee surgery, but playing on ar- 
tificial turf could take its toll, 

Second-year man Tim Barnett could 
emerge as a big-play receiver this year. 
Barnett caught 41 passes, including a 
team-high five touchdown grabs, but he 
wore down late in the season, 

Speedy J.J. Birden, who was the hit 
of the May mini-camp, is another big- 
play threat who could benefit from 
Krieg’s ability to throw deeper than De- 
Berg. 

The Chiefs harbor great hopes for oft- 
injured Fred Jones, who caught just 
eight passes in the regular season but 
blossomed in the playoffs with two 
touchdown receptions among his five 
catches. 

Rookie Tony Smith and Plan B signee 
Tony Hargain will challenge veterans 
Robb Thomas, who led the Chiefs with 
43 catches, and Emile Harry for jobs. 

Jonathan Hayes, whose forte is 
blocking, is a fixture at tight end, The 
addition of Plan B free agents Keith 
Cash and Mike Dyal solidifies the posi- 
tion. 

LINEMEN—The Chiefs have as- 
sembled a mix of established veterans 
and ascending young players up front. 
This unit paved the way for an offense 
that netted 4.3 yards per rush, while 
permitting an AFC-low 21 sacks last 
year. © 

Grunhard and left guard Dave Szott 
are entrenched for the next 10 years. 
Left tackle John Alt is a solid pass 
blocker, and right guard David Lutz is 
agile enough to lead sweeps. 

Right tackle is a question mark. Der- 
rick Graham started the regular- 
season finale and in the playoffs in 
place of Rich Baldinger, who was hob- 
bled by knee trouble. Tackle Joe Vale- 
rio did not see any action as a rookie but 
spent the spring in the World League 
gaining experience and working on long 
snapping. 

The Chiefs drafted two centers, Jay 
Leeuwenburg and Jim Jennings, with 
the hope at least one can develop as a 
backup and long snapper. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—The starting front three 
ranks among the best in the NFL, Left 
end Neil Smith, who went to his first 
Pro Bowl last season, has flourished 
under Schottenheimer. Bill Maas was 
solid at right end, teaming with Smith 
for 12 sacks and 86 quarterback pres- 
sures, 

Nose tackle Dan Saleaumua, who led 
Kansas City linemen in tackles for the 
second straight year, is always around 
the ball, as evidenced by his 13 fumble 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


recoveries in three seasons with the 
Chiefs. 

Rookie Mike Evans could add some 
much-needed depth. End Leonard Grif- 
fin is used when the Chiefs employ a 
four-man front, while Tom Sims backs 
up Saleaumua. 

LINEBACKERS—Thomas, who went to 
his third Pro Bowl in as many seasons, 
continued to terrorize quarterbacks 
from his right outside linebacker spot, 
making 13% sacks, forcing four fum- 
bles and recovering four fumbles. 

Left outside linebacker Chris Martin 
is the unsung leader of the unit, but he 
is coming off arthroscopic knee sur- 
gery. Lonnie Marts replaced Martin in 
the playoffs and made an impact by in- 
tercepting two passes and forcing a 
fumble. 

Inside linebacker Dino Hackett regis- 
tered the fourth 100-tackle season of his 
six-year career, while fellow inside 
linebacker Tracy Simien excelled as a 
tough run-stuffer after stepping in for 
the injured Percy Snow, who will re- 
turn after missing all of 1991 because of 
a broken ankle. 

The drafting of inside linebacker 
Erick Anderson gives the Chiefs their 
third Butkus Award winner in four 
years. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Injuries to cor- 
nerbacks Albert Lewis (knee) and 
Kevin Ross (ankle) forced the Chiefs to 
abandon their aggressive man-to-man 
coverage. Consequently, Kansas City 
had to play a soft zone and allowed too 
many completions underneath the cov- 
erage. 

Top draft pick Dale Carter, who will 
play immediately in nickel situations, 
is the heir apparent to either Lewis, 31, 
or Ross, 30. 

Because of business interests, six- 
time Pro Bowler Deron Cherry, 32, is 
uncertain whether he will return for a 
12th year at free safety, and longtime 
strong safety Lloyd Burruss retired. 

Kevin Porter will get a challenge 
from Plan B signee Martin Bayless for 
Burruss’ strong safety spot. If Cherry 
retires, Charles Mincy will play free 
safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Nick Lowery, the most accurate 
place-kicker in NFL history (79 per- 
cent), made 25 of 30 field-goal attempts 
last season. His five misses came from 
an average of 46.8 yards. But Lowery, 
36, missed four of his last seven tries 
(including the playoffs), As insurance, 
veteran Mike Lansford was signed as 
training-camp competition. 

Bryan Barker's 35-yard net average 
was the best by a Chiefs punter since 
1984, and he placed 11 punts inside the 
20 with just six touchbacks, 

Carter is expected to shore up a woe- 
ful punt-return game, while Williams 
will continue to return 
kickoffs. Pro Bowl 
special-teamer Bennie 
Thompson was signed 
on Plan B to help the 
coverage units. 


1992 KANSAS CITY CHIEFS ROSTER 
Mo. QUARTERBACKS HL/WL Be op Colle a Tee 
. Born p. College 209. is 
14 Blundin, Matt 3-7-69. R Virginia balge = 
17 Krieg, Dave 10-20-58 13. Milton (Wis.) PlanB/92*10/9 
13 Vlasic, Mark 10-25-63 5 lowa PlanB/91 6/1 
RUNNING BACKS 
$-11/219 9-10-66 2 Houston FA/91 2/0 
5-11/227 9-10-66 3 Southwest Texas State 12/89 15/14 
6-1/191 -10-7-65 4 Temple 08/89 14/0 
16-6 6 Azusa (Calif,) Pacific 02/87. 14/12 
1-1 6 Boston College PlanB/91 10/0 
2 Louisiana State 01/91 4/1 
4 Virginia FA/90 16/3 
2 Jackson State 03/91 16/8 
5 Oregon Fi 15/0 
2 Texas PlanB/92 "8/2. 
1 Central Arkansas, FA/9Y 1/0 
3 Texas A&l PlanB/92 0/0 
1 Oregon PlanB/92 0/0 
6 Stanford FA/86 12/8 
8 lowa 02/85 16/16 
3 Grambling State 4/90 1/0 
10-15-61 10 Fresno State FA/83 3/2 
10-2-69 R Notre Dame D6/92 ond 
11-12-62 3 Fresno State FA/92 “1/0 
3-29-66 4 Oregon State 06/89 15/12 
6-21-63 2 Indiana FA/92 0/0 
30-62 9 Iowa D1b/84 16/16 
11 Wake Forest FA/B3 16/15 
2 Georgia Tech FAI92. 0/0 
1 Michigan 08/91 0/0 
3 Appalachian State D5a/90 16/14 
61 Grunhard, Tim (C) 3 Notre Dame 02/90 16/16 
62 Jennings, Jim (G/C. R San Diego State 08/92 — 
65 Leeuwenburg, Jay R Colotado 09/92 = 
72 Lutz, David (6). 10 Georgia Tech 2/83 16/16, 
66 Ostroski, Jerry (G) R Tulsa 10/92 — 
79 Szott, David (G) 3 Penn State 07/90 16/16 
73 Valerio, Joe (T).. 1 Pennsylvania 02/91 0/0 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
‘94 Evans, Mike (E) R Michigan 4/92 xs 
67 Grant, Darryl (T 11 Rice FA/92 "210 
98 Griffin, Leonard 7 Grambling State 03/86 16/2 
63 Maty, pour i ) iert Behe 16/16 
96 Rigby, yori Dit! 
‘97 Saleaumua, Dan a 6 Arizona State PlanB/89 16/16 
95 Sims, Tom (NT) 3 Pittsburgh ‘6/90 44/0 
90 Smith, Neil (E 5 Nebraska 01/88 16/16 
‘Szymanski, Jim (E} 2 Michigan State 10/90 “10 
‘LINEBACKERS: 
‘50. Anderson, Erick. 10-7-68 R Michigan 07/92 = 
56 Hackett, Dino. 6-28-64 7 Appalachian State 02/86 16/14 
‘57 Martin, Chris 12-19-60 10 Auburn FA/B8 16/15 
3 Tulane FA/90 16/2 
8 Baylor T-TB/91 12/1 
3 Fresno State Fi 10/1 
2 Texas Christian FA/S1 15/12 
2 Michigan State 01/90 0/0 
4 Alabama 01/89 16/15 
2 Texas A&l FA/92 1/0 
9 Bowling Green State PlanB/92 "16/13 
R Tennessee 01/92 i 
20 Cherry, Deron (S 12 Rutgers FA/81 16/15 
49 Coleman, Eric (CI 3 Wyoming FA/92 0/0 
39 Everett, Eric Ce 5 Texas Tech PlanB/90 11/0 
22 flagy, hn (S) .. 5 Texas FAI92 0/0 
Irvi Nita 2 Central Florida PlanB/92 0/0 
29 Lewis, Albert (CB). 95, 10 Grambling State 03/83 8/6 
21 Lewis, Tauhan (CB) 10/175 9-29-t 1 Nebraska PlanB/92 0/0 
42 Mincy, Charles (S) = 11/187 12-16-69 1 Washington 05/91 0/0 
24 Pearson, Jayice (CB) .. 11/186 8-17-63 7 Washington FA/&6 15/12 
27 Porter, Kevin (S) 5-10/214 4-11-66 5 Auburn 03/88 16/15 
31 Ross, Kevin (CB, 59/182 1-16-62 9 Temple 07/84 14/13 
46 Thompson, Bennie (S) 0/200 2-10-63 3 Grambling State PlanB/92 — *16/0 
26 Williams, Gorey. 4-24-70 R Oklahoma State 012/92 2 
SPECIALISTS 
4 Barker, Br 6-28-64 3 Santa Clara (Calif,) FA/90 16/0 
1 Lansford, 7-20-58 10 Washington FA/92 0/0 
8 Lowery, Nick (K) 5-27-56 13 Dartmouth FA/60 16/0 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
James Bradiey, WR; Dean Brown, G; Phil Bryant, RB; Dan DeArmus, P; Marcus Grant, WR; George Peavey 
RB; Craig Hudson, TE; Byron Jackson, WR; Darrell Malone, CB; Alfred Pupunu, TE; Ed Shropshire, DE; Michael 
‘Smith, WR; Steve Starcevich, K; Santo Stephens, LB; Doug Terry, DB; Kevin Thompson, S; Stephon Weather~ 
‘spoon, LB; Todd Young, TE. 
“Not with Chiefs in 1991. Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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By BOB COX 
The Daily Breeze 


j t’s hard to imagine that big Art Shell 

) fears anything. But as the Los Ange- 

j les Raiders’ coach enters training 
camp, he’s scared of the prospect of 
dealing with a quarterback contro- 
versy. 

As the season approaches, Shell will 
be asked countless times if he’s going to 
start Jay Schroeder, the inconsistent 
veteran who boasts a .671 career win- 
ning percentage as a starter, or Todd 
Marinovich, the second-year man who 
replaced Schroeder in the season finale 
last year. 

Shell dealt with that query for the 
first time on the first day of mini-camp 
in May. 

“We're starting with Jay and then 
Todd is next,” Shell said. “You've got to 
have a starting point, and that’s it.” 

Now that the starting point has been 
established, Shell can anticipate some 
lively debate in the ensuing months in 
Los Angeles. After all, L.A. is no 
stranger to quarterback controversies, 
which date back to the 1950s when the 
battle between the Los Angeles Rams’ 
Bob Waterfield and Norm Van Brocklin 
stirred the emotions of sports fans, 

Over the years, the Raiders have had 
a few quarterback controversies of 
their own, including Jim Plunkett vs. 
Marc Wilson and Wilson vs. Rusty Hilg- 


— 


Building momentum: Fleet Tim Brown, 
who came on strong late last season, could 
earn a starting spot this year. 


er, The Raiders provided fuel for their 
recent debate last December when they 
started Marinovich over Schroeder in 
the playoffs. Now, they can only hope 
that one of the two quarterbacks 
emerges to douse the debate. 


COACHING 


Shell may be the Los Angeles helms- 


Strengths: The defen- 
a ine aid stay PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
are solid. Eric Dickerson ant 
Marcus Allen could both be OFFENSE 
running toward Canton, Ohio, ina WA Gault Graddy D. Jones 
few years. The special;teams rank LT Wilkerson ‘Skrepeniak FitzPatrick 
eee ene Peiath — Wisnlewsid Peat Rowell 
roblem for the Ralders, Neither the pass-  ¢——Mosebar aU: Tactoal 
ing game nor the ground game was strong 8G Montoya McElroy. Patten 
Jast year. And until the quarterback con- AT Wright ‘Skrepenak McElroy 
Aroversy is reseved, the offense will Su- TE Horton Glover K. Smith 
E WAT. Brown Fernandez Alexander 
| Koys to success: Sorting out the quarter~ = 
back debate and playing well away from 98 ___Marinovich Schroeder Dilweg 
home, Los Angeles hopes to slrt fat i Dickerson Allen Fullwood 
and finish fast, it must play well on the FB S.Smith N. Bell McCallum 
road, where it plays three of its first four 
and {wo of its last three games, DEFENSE 
Sure sign of trouble: If the Raiders change Te Lon 7A Smith 
quarterbacks early in the season and it’s i 
otrelated oan injury, iT Golic MeGlockton 
| That's a fact; The Raiders’ current four- ATS. Davis Harrison 
(nae josieg Fe oaey the play- RE Townsend ‘A.Smith Timerson 
lg since the eam 
fost seven in a:row (tive with regular Le& Moss Bebe Alek 
players and two with strike wD White Noga 
ments), which ledto Tom Flores'resigna- ALB Wallace Benson M. Jones 
fon Is aaa Meineke LB McDaniel Johnson Seale 
soach Art Says: “We feel that throu 
the draft and Plan 8 We've added to what (Gh_—_Sahiegton __Dor soitcn 
We had last year and we're ready to com- oi Waymer Patterson 
pete.” FS Anderson Ellison Hoskins 
| SPECIALISTS 
K___ Jaeger Gossett 
P___ Gossett Fernandez 
KA__R. Brown ‘Adams McCallum 
| PR___T.Brown R. Brown 
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Quarterback controversy could sack the Raiders 


man, but the hand of President Al Davis 
is more than occasionally on the wheel. 
But Shell, who constantly talks about 
learning from the master, says he 
wouldn't have it any other way. 

Shell's position as a Hall of Fame 
player who commands respect even 
when he’s whispering will be tested by 
the way he handles the quarterbacks. 

As Shell sorts out the quarterback sit- 
uation, he can entrust a lot of responsi- 
bility with his assistants. Shell pro- 
moted former linebackers coach 
Gunther Cunningham to the defensive 
coordinator post when Dave Adolph left 
to join Kansas City. Shell also hired 
former Rams coach Ronnie Jones to 
lead the linebackers, The rest of the 
staff has been intact since 1990, includ- 
ing tight ends coach Terry Robiskie, 
who interviewed for the Green Bay 
head coaching spot but returned to the 


Raiders. 
OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Raider fans 
weren't sure if Schroeder didn’t play in 
the regular-season finale and playoff 
game because of his sprained ankles or 
because the team wanted to groom 
Marinovich for the future, 

For the record, Schroeder said he 
probably couldn't have played in the 
final game of the season against Kan- 
sas City because of his ankles. But he 
says he certainly could have played in 
the playoffs against the Chiefs, 

Regardless, Schroeder can't dodge 
the label of “inconsistent quarterback.” 
In 1990, he was the main reason why 
Los Angeles finished 12-4 and was on 
the doorstep of the Super Bowl. In 1991, 
he was the main reason why the Raid- 
ers slipped to 9-7 and struggled toearna 
wild-card playoff berth. 

Schroeder ranked 13th among the 14 
eligible AFC signal-callers in passer 
rating last year. He completed 52.9 per- 
cent of his passes, but he threw 16 inter- 
ceptions, In 1990, Schroeder ranked 
fourth among AFC passers, completed 
a career-high 54.5 percent of his passes 
and threw for 19 touchdowns with only 
nine interceptions, 

Marinovich, who. denied a reported 
positive drug test in the off-season, 
needs to mature. He looked good in the 
Raiders’ regular-season finale, com- 
pleting 23 of 40 passes for 243 yards and 
three touchdowns in a 27-21 loss to the 
Chiefs. But he completed only 12 of 23 
passes for 140 yards and four inter- 
ceptions in the playoffs against Kansas 
City. 

RUNNING BACKS—Every time Mar- 
cus Allen looks up, the Raiders are trot- 
ting in a new back to share playing time 
with him, First it was Bo Jackson, then 
it was Roger Craig (who joined Min- 
nesota as a Plan B free agent in the off- 
season), now it's Eric Dickerson, who 
wanted out of Indianapolis so bad that 
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he took a pay cut to come to Los Ange- 
les, 

Last year, the 32-year-old Allen, who 
hasn't rushed for 1,000 yards since 1985, 
was again slowed by injuries. 

Dickerson, who turns 32 in Septem- 
ber, comes to Raiders as the NFL's 
third all-time leading rusher, The team- 
ing of Dickerson, who came to Los An- 
geles in a draft-day trade for two ‘92 
draft choices, with Allen gives the Raid- 
ers the distinction of boasting the 
NFL's No. 1 and No. 3 active career 
rushers, But there are doubts that 
Dickerson can revitalize his career and 
boost a Raider ground game that strug- 
gled to average 106.6 yards per game in 
1991 

While Dickerson and Allen bring a 
history of success to the Los Angeles 
backfield, big Nick Bell brings promise 
of big days to come, if he can stay 
healthy, He was on injured reserve 
twice in his rookie season, but he 
flashed potential in a few games. 

Unsung fullback Steve Smith does 
the dirty work on offense. 

RECEIVERS—The fact that tight end 
Ethan Horton led the Raiders in receiv- 
ing is an indictment of the wideouts. 

Horton, who entered the NFL as a 
running back, earned a trip to the Pro 
Bowl after grabbing 53 passes for 650 
yards and five touchdowns. 

Willie Gault must have been thinking 
about bobsledding in the second half of 
last season. In the first eight games, he 
caught 14 passes and averaged 19.7 
yards per catch, In the second half of 
the season, he caught just six passes 
and averaged only 11.6 yards per grab. 

Mervyn Fernandez could face a bat- 
tle for his starting spot from Tim 
Brown, who came on strong late last 
season. Brown, the former Heisman 
Trophy winner, has shown no ill effects 
from a 1989 knee injury that required 
major reconstructive surgery. 

LINEMEN—The fact that the Raiders 
ranked 15th in the NFL in rushing may 
mean the team needs to upgrade its 
line. 

Los Angeles can count on left guard 
Steve Wisniewski and center Don Mose- 
bar, who both went to the Pro Bowl, to 
continue dominating. 

Right guard Max Montoya, 36, battled 
a nagging groin injury for more than 
half the season. He may be near the end 
of his career, Tackles Steve Wright and 
Bruce Wilkerson are steady but unspec- 
tacular. 

After the starting five, the Raiders 
lack depth. They think they addressed 
some of their depth problems in the 
draft, picking mammoth tackle Greg 
Skrepenak and guard/center Tony 


Rowell, 
DEFENSE 
LINEMEN—The unkind hand of Fa- 
ther Time could shatter this unit. 
Howie Long is 32 and Greg Townsend, 
who went to his second Pro Bowl last 


Continued 


ALWIL 
6-3/220 


Wo, QUARTERBACKS 
8 Dilweg, Anthoni 
11 Evans, Vince, 


12 Marinovich, 
10 Schroeder, Jay .. 
RUNNING BACKS 
82 Allen, Marcus 26-60 
38 Bell, Nick (FB) 19-68 
29 Dickerson, Eric. 6-3/220 9-2-60 
22 Fullwood, Brent 511/215 +63 
27 Gainer, Derrick... 5-11/240 8-15-66 
41 McCallum, Napol §-2/225 10-6-63 
31 Mueller, Vance. 6-0/220 5-5-64 
39. Smith, Kevin §-4/260 7-25-69 
35 Smith, Steve (Ft 1/240 8-90-64 
RECEIVERS 
45 Adams, Steton. 63 
80 Alexander, Mi 5S 


24 Brown, Ron. i} 
81 Brown, Tim 65 
86 Fernandez, 59 
83 Gault, Will 60 
87 Glover, Ant 68 
85 Graddy, Sam.. 84 
88 Horton, Ethan 19-62 
82 Jones, David., +68 
ieee 
64 
-63 
60 
56 
1 
58 
64 
60 
69 
70 
68 
67 TI 62 
68 Wi 64 
76 Wisniewski, Steve (| 7 
66 Wright, Steve (T) .. 59 
+9-64 
8-7-65 
10-26-57 
1-25-69 
4-6-60 
9-16- 2 
96 Showell, Maicolm (T), 6/260 10- 
94 Smith, Anthony (E 3/265 6 -28-| or 
93. Townsend, Greg (| 11-3-61 
LINEBACKERS: 
59 Bell, Anthony 7-2-64 
‘54 Benson, Tom.. 3) 
56 Bruce, Aundr 66 
50 Ellison, Riki. 8-15-60 
58 Jimerson, 
$2 Jones, Mik 
99 Moss, Wins 
53 Noga, Niko. 
51 Wallace, Ai 
57 White, Alberto 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 


83. Anderson, Eddie ff 
37 Cotton, Curtis iH 
46 Dorn, Torin (CI 
21 Ellison, Bernard 
Hoskins, Derrick 
26 Johnson, Dennis (CI 


36 Pateean Ee isha 
43. Patterson, Elvis (S) 


23 Seale, Sam (CB) 10-6-62 
48 Washington, Lionel (CB) 10-21-60 
44 Waymer, Dave (S)..» 7-14-58 


SPECIALISTS 
7 Gossett, Jeff (P) 
18 Jaeger, Jeff (K) 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


1-25-57 
a5 11-26-64 


*Not with Raidersin 1991, 
Key toabbreviations on page 160. 
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WI How ‘91 Games 
Exp. College 309. P/8S, 
3 Duke FA/92 0/0. 
13. Southern California FA/90 4/0 
2 Southern California D191 VA 
9 UCLA T-Was/88 15/15 
a Rep al et ae 8/2 
10 Routh Meniociet T-Ind/92 “10/9. 
5 Auburn FA/92 0/0 
2 Florida A&M “A/92 o/0 
4 Navy T-SD/90 16/0 
6 Occidental /86. 
RU O7a/92 a 
6 Penn State 03/87 16/16 
6 East Carolina FA/92 0/0 
3 Penn State PlanB/92 “3/1 
9 Arizona State PlanB/92 “6/0 
4 Notre Dame 01/88 16/1 
6 San Jose State 10/83 16/13 
10 Tennessee T-Chi/88 16/15 
2 Grambling State 10/91 16/1 
5 Tennessee PlanB/89 12/0 
6 North Carolina FA/89 16/16 
1 Delaware State PlanB/92 0/0 
7 Southern California PlanB/90 16/4 
5 Ohio State 3/0 15/15 
10. West Texas State FAIS4 16/5 
14 ‘UCLA PlanB/90 11/10. 
10 Southern California 1/83. 16/16 
7 Duke PlanB/94 10 
4 Northern Illinois FA/90. 0/0 
R Southern illinois Di2/92. = 
R Florida 06/92 =< 
R Michigan 02/92 — 
1 Florida FA/91 0/0 
9 Wisconsin FA/89 16/0 
6 Tennessee Deer 16/16 
4 Penn State 02/89. 15/15, 
10 Northern lowa FA/8B 16/16 
5 Miami (Fla.) ‘AI92. 0/0 
5 illinois 01/88 16/16 
13 Notre Dame PlanB/89 16/14 
2 Indiana 06/91 14/3 
12 Villanova 02/81 14/13, 
R Clemson D1/92 = 
1 Delaware State FA/SI 0/0 
2 Arizona 01/90 16/2 
10 Texas Christian 04/83 16/16 
7 rilteatee PlanB/92* 10/0, 
9 Oklahoma PlanB/89 16/14 
5 Auburn PlanB/92 “14/2 
9 Southern California “A/90 16/15 
3 Norfolk (Va.) State 08/90 13/0 
2 Missouri FA/91 16/0 
6 Miami (Fla.) T-TB/91 16/16 
9 Hawaii PlanB/82 “16/0. 
3 Texas A&M 02/90 16/0 
R Texas Southern D10/92 = 
7 Fort abl (Ga.) State 16/16 16/16 
R Nebraska D7/92 r 
3. North Carolina 16/4 16/0 
1 Nevada-Reno PlanB/92 0/0 
R pratiern sles pe 05/92 = 
1 Winston-Salem (N.C.) St, D12/91 0/0 
4 Albany (Ga.) State FA/89 16/0 
12 Southern California PlanB/91 16/16. 
4 ga! 1/88 16/16 
9 Kans tanB/90 16/0 
9 Western State (Golo) PlanB/92 “16/16 
10 Tulane -StL/87 16/16, 
13° Notre Dame PlanB/92* 16/15, 
44 Eastern iinols T-Hou/8s 16/0 
5 Washington PlanB/89 16/0 


DID YOU KNOW. . . 


that Art Shell already has coached the Raiders for more regular-season games (44) and to a better record 
(28-16) than his mentor, Al Davis (23-16-3 in 42 games)? 


1992 LOS ANGELES RAIDERS ROSTER 


Kyle Freeman, LB; Greg Harrell, TE; William Hinchollff, WR; Daryl Hobbs, WR; Anthony Kearney, T; Tyrone 
Montgomery, WR; Michael Reddick, WR; Paul Richardson, WR; Walter Watts, DT; Scott Wood, OB. 
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AFC WEST 


EE IRS a 


Stadium [ Lo Los Angeles Memorial 
Gofssun (22488 qrass). 
Tika ifoaios 10-2 oy 5901. 

Flagship radia station: KFI, 640 AM. 

Training site; Oxnard, Calif; 310-322-3451. 


Name 
Marcus Allen 


COACHES 1992 SCHEDULE 
Hoad coach: Art Shell, Sept. 6—at Denver 00 
Assistant coaches: Fred Biletnikoff (wide receivers). Sept. 13—atCincinnatl 1:00 
Gunther Cunningham (defense). Sept. 20—CLEVELAND 1:00 
Kim Helton (offensive line). Sept. 28—at Kansas City (Mon.) 8:00 
Ronnie Jones (linebackers). Oct. = 4—N.Y. GIANTS 1:00 
Earl Leggett eens line). Oct. 11—BUFFALO 1:00 
Odis Wekinney io we Oct. 18—at Seattle 1:00 
Steve Ortmayer {is prise am). Oct. 25—DALLAS 4:00 
tet eee Nov. 1-1 date 
inella sebacks). et eet oe 
sek ‘Stanton (defensive backs) fe i 
ines Saeed eee a 
hike. f jov, 29—at San Diego 
ike ‘quarterbacks), bee, aia 00 
RECORDS/RANKINGS Des. 20=SANDIEGO +00 
1991 regular-season record: 9-7 (3rd in AFC West); Dec. Bett t Wesnington (Sat.) 4:00 
a a us eee ly 7-5 in conference; 5-3 at home; 4-4 Alltimes|ocal. All games Sunday unless noted, 
199) record: Lost to Chiefs, 10-6, in AFC wild- 
i ne 1991 RESULTS 
Shell's regular-season record: 28-16 in three seasons | Sept. ise Tania Lo (17-47 
with Raiders. ‘Sept. 8—DENVE! WwW 16-13 
Shell's postseason record: 1-2 in two playoffs with Sor SCNDIANAPOLIS WwW 16-0 
Raiders. Sept. 22—at Atlanta L 17-21 
‘Team record last five yoars: 41-38 (519, ranks T12th | Sept. 23—SAN FRANCISCO. w 12-6 
in league in that span), Oct. 6—SAN DIEGO L 13-21 
1991 team rankings: AFC WEL | Oct. 13—atSeattle (OT) W 23-20 
Total offen: 13 23 | Oct. 20—LA.RAMS WwW 20-17 
7 15 Oct. Lo 21-24 
13 25 Nov. 
7 15 Nov. Ww 17-16 
9 21 Nov. Ww 3-7 
W 22 Nov. W 38-14 
8 18 | Dec. 1—atSan Diego Ww 9-7 
6 Ti2 Dec, 8—BUFFALO (OT) L 27-30 
18 ™4 Dec. 16—atNew Orleans L 0-27 
we ae Dec. 22—KANSASCITY L 21-27 
un oT 1991 TEAM LEADERS 
Scoring { Kicking): Jeff Jaeger, 116 pts. (29/30 PATs, 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA = | 2/::*°2) 


Scoring (tanedowns}: Tm Brown, 95 is (5 reeiv- 
i 
Paling Jay ‘So 562 yds. (357 att, 189 


Passing: Jay Schroeder, 2: 
comp.829%, 15705, (int). 
Reig hopes Cra. 590 yds. (162 att, 3.6 avg., 1 


Hep Ethan Horton, 53 (650 yds., 123 avg,, 5 
Fannie at. 8 ou 


seni 
tne}, Coat tt zavg. (67 punts, 2,961 yds., 
Puat returns: Tim Brown, 11.4 avg. (29 att, 330 yds., 


17D). 
Kickoff returns: Jamie Holland, 19.1 avg. (22 att, 421 
yds.,0 TDs). 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only, 


17-39 yi. Fos 
40-494. Fos 


Nick Beil 


| Tim Brown 


Eric Dickerson 


‘Vince Evans 


M. Fernandez 


Wille Gault 


oe 


Hepa e fae pa} a [a sy 10-39 ya tos 


OO Od ce 


Ethan Horton 


HEP EP EP ETE] A fos) t peofrop 1-9 yd. TOs: 


‘Jeff Jaeger 


T. Marinovich 


N. McCallum 


Oe A 


Elvis Patterson 


‘Jay Schroeder 


Ta An 
A A A A VG 0 A OL 


TN es 
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VEE INE eed 
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Steve Smith 
Spunt return 
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year on the strength of a 13-sack sea- 
son, is 30. Those two are kids compared 
to Bob Golic, who turns 35 in October. 

But the Raiders haven't neglected 
this aging group. In recent years, 
they've added first-round draft choices 
Scott Davis and Anthony Smith, who 
bounced back from major knee surgery 
to record 10% sacks in a reserve role 
last year. Los Angeles also picked huge 
tackle Chester McGlockton in the first 
round of the '92 draft. Now the Raiders 
have to find playing time for that trio 
and promising second-year reserve 
tackle Nolan Harrison. 

LINEBACKERS—The Raiders’ line- 
backers haven't been the same since 
Davis let Mike Shanahan release Matt 
Millen in 1989, 

Ever since then it seems the Raiders 
leave all (or most) of their linebackers 
unprotected on Plan B and then pro- 
ceed to sign a bunch of linebackers 
from other teams’ scrap heaps. This 
past off-season, only Winston Moss, 
who acquitted himself well in his first 
year as a Raider, and third-year men 
Aaron Wallace and A.J. Jimerson were 
protected. 

Riki Ellison figures to retain his 
starting spot, but Tom Benson should 
lose his job to Wallace. Jerry Robinson 
unwillingly retired after 13 seasons, 

And then there are the newcomers, 
Aundray Bruce, Niko Noga and An- 
thony Bell. Each is molded in the cast- 
off die that the Raiders love. 

Bruce is an especially interesting 
project. Atlanta was so frustrated with 
him that it switched him to tight end be- 
fore finally giving up on the former No. 
1 overall pick in the '88 draft. The Raid- 
ers want to give Bruce another shot at 
linebacker, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Strong safety 
Ronnie Lott’s arrival last year strength- 
ened an already solid group. He earned 
his 10th trip to the Pro Bowl, while the 
Raiders thought cornerbacks Lionel 
Washington and Terry McDaniel and 
free safety Eddie Anderson should have 
gone with him. But can Lott, 33, sum- 
mon the same burning desire that moti- 
vated him to prove San Francisco 
wrong last year? 

Competition for the reserve spots will 
be furious. Dave Waymer, who signed 
via Plan B from San Francisco, should 
secure a backup safety spot. Torin Dorn 
probably will be the nickel back. The 
Raiders will be seeking a replacement 
for the traded Garry Lewis, their top re- 
serve cornerback in ‘91. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

This group is strong. Place-kicker 
Jeff Jaeger and punter Jeff Gossett 
each enjoyed a career year and went to 
the Pro Bowl. 

Brown's punt-return skills earned 
hima trip to the Pro Bowl. The Los An- 
geles brass thought 
“kamikaze"’ cover 
man Elvis Patterson 
also should have 
earned a trip to Ha- 
waii. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


San Diego could charge into the playoffs this year 


By T.J. SIMERS 
Los Angeles Times 


ill this finally be the season 
W that San Diego charges back 
into the playoffs? 

Pardon the Charger fans who snicker 
at that thought. After all, no AFC team 
can match San Diego's current postsea- 
son drought. 

It has been 10 years, four head coach- 
es and four general managers since the 
Chargers have had to print playoff tick- 
ets. How bad have things been for San 
Diego? Add up the Chargers’ wins since 
1985 and only the hapless Indianapolis 
Colts have as few victories (42) as San 
Diego in the AFC over that span. 

“Hell, I'm tired of just sitting around 
and having losing seasons,” said San 
Diego Owner Alex Spanos after Bobby 
Ross was named to succeed Dan Hen- 
ning as head coach. “I think we're going 
to have a winning season and maybe go 
to the playoffs. God, I say it every year, 
though, don’t I?” 

But for the first time in recent memo- 
ry, Spanos might be right. Based on the 
combined winning percentage of their 
1992 opponents (.438), the Chargers and 
Colts will play the easiest schedules in 
the league this season. San Diego 
should get fat playing a cupcake sched- 
ule that includes non-division foes 
Tampa Bay, Cincinnati, Phoenix and 
Indianapolis (twice) this season. But 


High- voltage weapon: The Chargers 
want to open up their offense by relying on 
players like Rod Bernstine. 


Ross doesn't think the Chargers have a 
chocolate-covered road to the playoffs. 
“Oh, come on,” Ross said. “From 
what I understand, over the last eight 
or nine years we have the worst record 
in the National Football League, so 
then how can anything be easy for us?” 
Ross, however, has inherited a team 
that most experts consider to be on the 
rise. Twenty-two of the Chargers’ 32 de- 
feats in the last three years have come 
by seven or fewer points. And while re- 
maining competitive, the youth move- 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
DEFENSE 
than Mario Miller Thigpen Ethridge 
aanery Eric ieniemy: and Rod ie Walker Young 
Bernstine, wlio may become more in- LT Swayne Jonassen 
techs pee ra ane Aapdieaey Hg Moten Zandotsky 
Mille, the offense wil any C C.Hall Whitley 
Line Seau is’ ingasthe AG. Richards Goeas Beauford 
‘next dominant defender in the AFC.. AT Thompson 
Weaknesses: Ownership. The Chargers 4-8 Bernstine Jackson 
Pec et eo eee) WR detierson Lewis 
QB Friesz Graham O'Hara 
AB Butts Harmon Bieniemy 
DEFENSE 
LE Grossman Mims 
U1 Phillips White 
AT Thornton Paul 
‘ RE O'Neal 
LOLB Smith Rollin 
ir a rte i Hany ot ene MLB Plummer tae. Thaxton 
ars up onthe ROLB  Seau Little Anno 
ice Byrd Vanhorse 
rae ee Hires ACB Frank Pope Elder 
fast ve, ence he 58 D.Hall Shelton Fields 
streak in the sa al FS Richard Carrington 
SPECIALISTS 
K Carney 
Pp Kidd 
KR__Lewis Elder Harmon 
PA___Lewis Byrd 
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ment under third-year General Man- 
ager Bobby Beathard has taken root. 

“I think we'll be a better t 
cause of the coaching chang 


ard said. 
COACHING 


Ross, who comes to San Diego after 
coaching Georgia Tech the last five 
years, has an attention for detail. He al- 
ready has pleased Charger fans with 
the announcement that he will switch 
San Diego's offense from a one- to a 
two-back attack. Additionally, Ross 
wants to open up the offense and rely on 
players such as Anthony Miller and Rod 
Bernstine to generate big plays. 

Jack Reilly, the only holdover from 
Henning’s staff, will coordinate the 
passing game, while Ralph Friedgen 
will coordinate the running game. 

New defensive coordinator Bill 
Arnsparger, the architect of Miami’s 
“No-Name” | defense of the early 1970s 
who served as Florida's athletic direc- 
tor the last five years, has been away 
from the NFL since 1983. He'll install a 
cerebral bend-but-don't-break defense, 
which will be a dramatic departure 
from the go-get-the-quarterback attack 
used by former coordinator Ron Lynn, 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—Highly regarded 
John Friesz has a worse record at this 
Stage of his career (4-13) than highly 
disregarded Billy Joe Tolliver had at 
the same juncture of his career. Re- 
gardiess, fans and management have 
embraced Friesz as their great hope. 

Under Henning, the Chargers chose 
to protect Friesz and not place him ina 
position where his performance would 
dictate the outcome of the game. Ross, 
however, will ask Friesz to do more, in- 
cluding calling his own plays at the line 
of scrimmage. 

Friesz has a strong arm and a knack 

for being accurate, but he runs like a 
man who has a cast on each leg. 
Fans will run for the exits if Friesz 
gets hurt because the reserves are 
ghastly. Jeff Graham (a World League 
wonder), Pat O'Hara (who threw nine 
passes in his college career) and well- 
traveled Bob Gagliano will vie for clip- 
board-holding duties. 

RUNNING BACKS—Ross, who inherits 
an attack that has averaged an NFL- 
best 140.8 yards rushing per game over 
the last two seasons, has said he will 
employ a two-back attack, but he'll 
have a hard time keeping everyone 


AFC WEST 


SAN DIEGO CHARGERS 


Harmon, who was voted the 
team’s most valuable player after he 
led the squad in yards from scrimmage 
(1,099) and receptions (59), performed 
almost exclusively on third downs last 
year, but he contends that he possesses 
the skills to also run on first down. 


Continued 
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- a. a eS al Marion Butts, who led the team with 
834 yards rushing, is best suited to plow 
> ; COACHES 1992 SCHEDULE oy | {ard on first down, But tell that to 
oad coach: Bobby Ros: Sept. _6—KANSAS: i Bernstine, who may be appeased with 
CE} | Assistant aces; Bil Arngparger (defensive coordi- | Sept. 13—atDenver 2 ine 
| parger (| Sent QO = PITTSBURGH 4:00 playing time at the H-back slot. How- 
C4} | Sylvester Croom (offensive backs). Sept. 27—atHouston 12:00 ever, if two's company and three’s a 
au a (tena vi conditioning). bie Gene 4:00 crowd, where does that leave Eric Bie- 
John Fox (secondar .  11—Opendate i 
Ralph Friedgen (tight ends and H-backs/running | Oct. 18—at indianapolis 12:00 fees ut SE RUN CE RBS UN ES) 
Jame coordinator). Oct. 25—DENVER 4:00 mes as a rookie? , 
ale Lindsey dierent Nov. 1—INDIANAPOLIS 1,00 RECEIVERS—Henning might still be 
peel Hae tel) tra Oe ser on San Diego's coach if these guys had 
igna (quality control h —at Clevelan :( 
eon ge O'Lesry (delensiveline), Nev: +00 caught the ball better, But when the 
Chuck Prefer (spectal teams). Nov. 5:00 drops began to pile up, Beathard be- 
ane Reilly (quarterbacks/passing game coordina- | Dec. 2:00 came upset with the coaching staff's in- 
Dec, 1:00 i ‘ 
Jerry Sulivan (wide receivers). Deo, 20a LA Fates 190 SUIS aE ahs api UerasconiIRe 
ec, /—at Seattle 5 = 
REGORDS/RANKINGS — | Aitinsial_ Aloans unty Dut he dipped he bands inva drum of ol 
1991 regular-season record: 4-12 (5th in AFC West); < 
2-6 in division; 3-9 in conference; 3-5 at home; 1-7 1991 RESULTS along the way, Two years'ago, he was in 
‘onroad. Sept. 1—at Pittsburgh L 20-26 the Pro Bowl, but last year Beathard 
1991 playot record; None, . 8—atSan Francisco UC 14-34 was trying to trade him. Lack of depth 
Lice oe --stason record: First year as NFL head TLANTA, L 10-13 at receiver places added importance on 
Toa rd last five years; 30-49 (380, ranks 22nd in t TH Millerisretura to form: 
ia ue inipat eran}: nt Wo o2t-3 The Chargers’ campaign to make 
team rankin AFC L 24-30 Shawn Jefferson look good and thereby 
es L 24-30 justify last season's trade of standout 
(7, ) 24 t 9-20 defensive end Lee Williams to Houston 
e@ 21 : TILE Wo ot7-14 is in full swing. But there are doubts 

19 | Nov. 17—NEW ORLEANS W (24-21 that Jefferson possesses the skills to 
bw a Nov ZAANY Se t a4 take heat off Miller. 

21 ees iB Nate Lewis had a chance to be the 
oS 120 Ree emits aa (oT) ieee team’s No. 2 receiver last season, but 
[-4 79 | Doc, 22—DENVER iL Yai7 | he couldn't catch the ball. However, 
4 ae 1991 TEAM LEADERS eve oreigult a ball passing machine 

TiS ‘ is past off-season an jas impressed 
= Seat Lust} John Carney, 88 pts. (31/31 PATS, hisnew va 

The scouting report rookie Ra: 

=) _nscuumansngs Sear [teebdovs}: Rod Bernstine, 48 pts. (8 rush- Ethridge subpeste that he has itty 
Stadium ered Hi aie: John Friesz, 2,896 ys. (487 att., 262 comp., hands, while tight ends Derrick Walker 
Ticket information: if 280-2121; 619-563-8281. 53.8%, 12 TDs, 15int.). and Duane Young are more blockers 
Hiqaip rate stalion: XTRA, 690 AM: Rushing: Marion Butts, 634 yds. (193 att. 49 avg, 6 than receivers 

(o) oat sits: UC San Diego, San Diego; 619-260- | TDs). LINEMEN—The local 7-Eleven offers 
3 noses Honma tarp se (oes Nene tata more security to the guy behind the 
— insane Gill Byrd, 8 (4838 ,0TDs). counter than San Diego offers to the 

[—) Foye ERE eats) guy who is hired to coach this unit. 
Carl Mauck is the latest victim, er. 
ohn Kidd, 40.3 avg. (71 3, nO 
= Eas ean oc 909.9 BINS OS man in charge. He becomes the team’s 
Lies os Kitrick Taylor, 9.6 avg. (28 att,, 269 sixth line coach in the last seven years. 
= Is. 070s). Mauck's first move will be a no move, 
7 Lees rolurns: Nate Lewis, 25.1 avg. (23 att, 578 He'll keep Courtney Hall at center and 

ey Eric Moten at left guard. 

Harry Swayne deserved a big-time 
pay raise after his strong season at left 
tackle. But why does the front office 

persist in criticizing right guard David 
1991 FANTASY STATISTICS Thompson? ‘Most of San Diego's i 
Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only presaive/rishingivarcaneithe lastitwo 
PASSING years has come courtesy of the block- 
a z 2 Fy 2 F 3 a ing of those two, 
lel lelelsleleleleleleleis c DEFENSE 
SBE ISIEISIE ISIE ISIE IS Z s 
Ble ltliFelelalitlFeleia £/F ig S LINEMEN—The unrest in this unit has 
@\flsigle/2@lsigle\2 \z\3 nd S i i h 
4 eigis|sl2igisisizie eislé z led to the dismissal of the line coach 
ese 1 after each of the last two campaigns 
Rod Bernstine 1J=T-[7 7-71 73 [= J- J- f= = e 
i + and the trading of Williams before the 
Marion Butts Se ce = 
John Carney Se ees far l= Start of last season, 
{Donald Frank Sd seat Sa Se T= New coach George O'Leary inherits a 
JohnFresz [7141112 1—1—1—1— |= 1—1- 1— Ses unit that belongs on daytime television. 
Ronnie Harmon| — | —|—|— {= [ 7 [= |= |= 7 [== == Leslie O’Neal doesn't like Burt Gross- 
S. Hendrickson | — | — | —|— | 71 [— |—|— 7 |= |— [= =|= man, Grossman doesn't like being la- 
bt | Is: 
“a Jefferson = f= (ee eee eae fe =f= beled a third-down pass rusher and no- 
ua Nate Tews SS ES Ea a SS body likes O'Neal. 
3B | Pease aS aan [= [= The front office considers O'Neal 
Ww -intercontions mamtneKon TelUna —— selfish and uncooperative, but when 
= given the opportunity to pursue the 


| quarterback, the end has been the 
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team’s premier player. 

Grossman lacks the size to battle the 
league's earth-moving tackles, but a 
switch from a 3-4 to a 4-3 alignment 
may allow the end to go around the big 
boys up front. The fact that San Diego 
selected pass-rush specialist Chris 
Mims in the first round of the draft sug- 
gests that the Chargers don’t have long- 
range plans for Grossman, If Mims 
Plays a lot, look for more unrest among 
the veteran linemen. 

Joe Phillips, the strongest man on the 
team, and George Thornton, the fattest 
man on the team, will play tackle. But 
lack of depth at-the tackle spots may 
bode well for opponents that like to run 
the ball. 

LINEBACKERS—Most everything on 
defense this year will be designed for 
Junior Seau's benefit. After spending 
two years at inside linebacker, Seau 
will be turned loose on the outside to 
hunt quarterbacks, 

Eugene Marve, a Plan B acquisition 
from Tampa Bay, will try to unseat 
Gary Plummer at middle linebacker. 
Expect Plummer to retain his job, 

At the other outside spot, the Charg- 
ers are concerned about Billy Ray 
Smith’s inability to stay healthy and be- 
fuddled by Henry Rolling's erratic per- 
formances. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—In a departure 
from last year's philosophy, the San 
Diego defense will be designed to take 
the heat off the cornerbacks, You 
would, too, if you had Donald Frank as 
your starting right cornerback. 

Gill Byrd provides stability and lead- 
ership at left cornerback, but the op- 
position will try to exploit Frank on the 
right side. 

Marquez Pope, a second-round pick 
who played free safety in college, will 
get a crash course on playing corner- 
back in hopes of pressing Frank for 
starting duties. 

Stanley Richard, who is nicknamed 
“The Sheriff,” should haye been ar- 
rested for impersonating a free safety 
at times last season, However, Richard 
is expected to shake off his rookie jit- 
ters and become a force in the team’s 
rebuilding defense. 

Delton Hall, a Plan B acquisition who 
is coming off major knee surgery, will 
replace the departed Martin Bayless at 
strong safety. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Lewis led AFC kickoff returners with 
a 25.l-yard average and netted 11.8 
yards per punt return. The Chargers’ 
coverage units performed well in 1991, 
allowing fewer than 20 yards per kick- 
off return and fewer than nine yards 
per punt return. 

Place-kicker John Carney couldn't 
miss in 1990, converting 19 of 21 field- 
goal attempts. But he was off the mark 
in 91, hitting on only 19 
of 29 tries. Rookie Car- 
los Huerta could chal- 
lenge Carney. Steady 
John Kidd returns to 
punt. 
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No. QUARTERBACKS ALZWe Born 
17 Friesz, John. 84/218 5-19-67 
16 Gagliano, Bob “6-3/205  9-5-68 
7 Graham, Jel. 6/210 2-5-66 
4 O'Hara, Pal 9-27-68 
AUNNING BACKS 
82 Bernstine, Rod (TE 2-8-65 
32 Bienlemy, ri 8-15-69 
35. Butts, 8-1-6 
33 Harmon, Ronni 7 5-7-64 
anata, tae (HCE) ies 8-30-66 
1-13-68 
2-21-69 
5-16-69 
4-10-66 
173. 7-21-68 
6 Ethridge, Ray. 10/180 9-11-68 
80 Jefferson, Shawn 11/172 2-22-69 
81 Lewis, Nat 11/198 10-19-66 
46 May, Dems (TE) .. -4/250 3-6-69 
31 McEwen, Craig (HB) . 1226 12-16-65 
83 Miller, Anthon| 


8 Stanley, Walter 


64 haps pen, Yancey 1/208 8-15-69 
89 Walker, Derrick (TE).. 1/250 6-23-67 
87 Young, Duane (TE) 1/276 5-29-68 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
74 Beautord, Terry (G: 2/296 3-27-68 
67 Goeas, Leo (G/T) .. 4/292 8-15-66 
53 Hall, Courtney (C/G) 2/281 8-26-68 
71 Jonassen, Eric (T) ‘5/310 8-16-68 
78 Laister,. Heit) G/T) -6/305 4-12-69 
77 Moten, Eric (G) 71306 4-11-68 
65 chard, Gavi (G/T. eat 4-11-66 
72 Swayne, Harry ya ) 6/290 2-2-65 
76 Thompson, Broderick (G/T) 6- SHE 8-14-60 
64 Whitley, Curtis (C) 1/288 5-10-69 
70 Zandofsky, Mike (C/G). 44-30-65 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
95 Benson, Mitchell (T) .. 30-67 
92 Grossman, Burt (E 10-67 
98 Joelson, Greg (E 22-66 
94 Mims, Chris ay 29-70 
91 O'Neal, Leslie (E) .. 7-64 
97 Paul, Arthur (T) 23-68 
75 Phillips, Joe (T) 15-63 
79 Savage, Tony (T).. 7-67 
93 Thornton, George (T) 28-68 
62 White, Reggie ( )- 22-70 
LINEBACKERS 
52 Anno, Sam 1-26-65 
59 Clark Gre 3-5-65 
58 Grayson, Dav 2-27-64 
51 Katoa, And) 8-18-65 
45 Little, Kevi 12-19-69 
99. Marve, Eugent 8-14-60 
50 Plummer, Gary 1-26-60 
$7 Rolling, Honry 9-8-65 
55 Seau, Junior. 1-19-69. 
54 Smith, Billy Ray.. 8-10-61 
56 Thaxton, Galand. 10-23-64 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
aa Beal pay ace . 2-21-65 
Byrd, Gill (CB 2-20-61 
2 Carrington, ‘i (S) 10-10-66 
28 Eider, Donte (CB) 12-13-63 
26 Fields, Floyd (S) 1-7-69. 
27 Frank, Donald (CB. 10-24-65 
40 Fuller, James (S) 8-5-69 
36 Hall, Delton (S) 1-16-65 
47 Mack, Cedric (CB) 9-14-60. 


38 Oldham, Chris (CB 
30 Pope Marguez (CB 
Richard, Stanley (5) . 
23 Shelion: Antony (8) 
25 Vanhorse, Sean (CB) 
SPECIALISTS 
3 Carney, John (K 
2 Huerta, Carlos (K) 
40 Kidd, Joti (P).. 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


§; Rich Jones, P: Mitch Kaaiali, 


“Not with Chargers in 1991. 
tincludes totals with both Chargers and another NFL team in 1991, 
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ak ral How 

xp. Colle ag, 

5 idaho, DA/90 
6 Utah State PlanB/91 
1 Long Beach State FA/9N 
1 Southern California PlanB/92 
6 Texas A&M 01/87 
2 Colorado D2a/91 
4 Florida State 07/89 
7 lowa PlanB/90 
4. California 90 
2 Texas Christian PlanB/92 
R Texas A&M 11/92 
2 Texas 012/91 
2 Southern California” PlanB/92 
R_ Hampton (Va.) 09/92 
R Pasadena CC 13/92 
2 Central Florida T-Hou/91 
3. Oregon Tech 76/90 
R North Carolina 07/92 
6 Utah FA/89 
5. Tennessee 01/88 
7 Colorado FA/92 
2 Winston-Salem (N.C.) St, 04/91 
3 Michigan D6c/90 
2 Michigan State 05/91 
1, Florida A&M 70/94 
3) Hawaii 03a/90 
4 Rice 2/89 
R Bloomsburg (Pa.) D5b/92 
1 jon Tech 6/91 
2 we suber 02b/91 
5 ‘D4b/88 
6 ners PlanB/91 
8 Kansas ‘AI87 
R Clemson 05/92 
4 Washington T-Pho/90 
4 Texas Christian FA/ON 
4 Pittsburgh 01/89 
3 Arizona State PlanB/92 
R Tennessee 1192 
6 Oklahoma State 01/86 
R Arizona State 10/92 
7 Southern Methodist FA/87 
1 Washington State “A/90 
2 Alabama : 02/91 
A North Carolina A&T 06/92 
§ Southern California PlanB/92 
5 Arizona State W-GB/91 
5 Fresno State FA/91 
1 Southern Oregon State Bets 
R North Carolina A&T 
11 Saginaw Valley (Mich.) St, Pana 
7 ina ort 
§ FAO 
3 Southar California 01/90 
10 Arkansas: 01/83 
3 Wyoming PlanB/91, 
4 Winston-Salem (N.C) St. 04/88 
10 San Jose State D1b/83 
4 Northern Arizona PlanB/91 
7 Memphis State FA/90 
1 Arizona State D5a/91 
3. Winston-Salem (N.C.) St. FA/90 
R Penn State 08/92 
6 Clemson PlanB/92. 
10 | Baylor W-Pho/t 
3. Oregon FA/92 
R_ Fresno State 2/92 
2 Texas D191 
3 Tennessee State W-SF/90 
1 Howard PlanB/92 
4 Notre Dame PlanB/90 
R Miami (Fla.) 12/92 
9 Northwestern PlanB/90 
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Bich Andros, Kreg Byrne, WR Cris Coins, LB: Geel! Doggett CB Jarod Johnson C+ Kenneth Jones, CB/ 
‘ony Leniseigna, WR/HB; Mark Nua, T; Jimmy Raye, 
Donald Walkinshaw, G; Dan Williams, CB; Jerrelle Williams, LB; Blaise Winter, DE. 


Walker, OL; 
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Flores will determine if the Seahawks fly or flop 


By JOHN CLAYTON 
Tacoma Morning News Tribune 


omething was missing from Tom 
Flores’ life. 

After viewing the Seattle Sea- 
hawks from the press box as their presi- 
dent/general manager for the last 
three years, he realized that being part 
of the support staff for a coach wasn't 
enough to satisfy him. 

Lured by the challenge of rebuilding 
a franchise that had posted its second 
losing record in three years, the former 
Los Angeles Raiders coach returns to 
coaching after a four-year absence. On 
the sidelines, he stands alone. There is 
no Al Davis above him or Chuck Knox 
below him: The success or failure of the 
Seahawks rests with Flores, who re- 
tains the title of president. 

“I don’t have anything to prove,” said 
Flores, who coached the Raiders to a 
pair of Super Bow! titles before leaving 
after the 1987 season. “When you work 
for the Raider organization, you do 
work for one guy, and he is the organi- 
zation. In my mind and amongst my 
peers, I was the coach, I called the 
shots.” 

But Davis acquired the talent. There 
were times during the past off-season 
when Flores could have used Davis’ 
flare for the dramatic acquisition. 

In need of a dependable pass- 
catching tight end, Flores desired Plan 


Spread the word: Scouts around the NFL. 
speak in glowing terms about free safety 
Eugene Robinson. 


B free agent Rob Awalt but lost himina 
bidding war with Denver. 

Stymied in his quest for a tight end, 
Flores turned his attention toward ac- 
quiring a running back. He traded for 
retired New Orleans halfback Rueben 
Mayes, whom Seattle hopes won't suf- 
fer any ill effects from an Achilles ten- 
don injury that sidelined him for the en- 
tire '89 season. But Davis outdid his 


Strangths: The league's 
eighth-ranked defense 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHAR 


should become more foro- 
cious with Keith Millard team~ EFENGES Daniel = 
ing with Cortez Kennedy to an- Gis: anes 
chor a terrific fine. The secondary LT Roberts Blados 
Gh! solid. ol UE) Weads@ LG Heck Bailey Wheat 
al it eggett Feasel 
toca iehaaner. Gy — pat — = ——" 
jacren is un- za 
proven and Rueben Mayes has seen better AT Lee Hitchcock 
days. Travis McNeal is an istont TE McNeal Stayner sunkin 
tight end, and neither Kelly Stouffer nor Wa Kane Clark Thomas 
Dan Mode Isa proven NEL quar og Stouffer McGwire Hilger 
prairie Me ON kal Mayes Warren Oliphant 
Koys to success; A quarterback and half- FB Williams Johnson Jones 
back must emerge. The Seahawks also 
must play better within thelr division, DEFENSE 
WWherothey poste? Shakin WIS Le Green Sinclair 
Sut ‘of trouble: If neither Stouffer nor ty —K wiltara Hayes Wash 
, and if off-season : a | 
ns Mayes and Millard can't AT____Kennedy Bryant 
make Ih training camp because of RE Woods Hamlet MacNeill 
Wats tHe Tre Sete defense sot team He es ete 
MLB Wyman Spitulski Comeaux 
records for fewest points allowed (261) MLB Wyman _Splttlski_tomeaux_ 
‘and, fewest touchdowns allowed (25), AOLB__Porter Cotton. 
which is the prime reason why Tom Flores LCB Harper B. Davis ) 
Hes tokeopTom Catlin in charge ofthe ACB Hunter Jefferson H. Davis. 
i 2 $8 Blackmon Dandridge Glasgow 
ie int an FS Robinson McElroy 
fou have to >, too. ol as 
todowith the talent that you have, That's SPECIALISTS 
‘we're trying to get as much speed as = K Kasay 
we can on the outside.” P Tuten | 
Ka Warren Thomas j 
PR Warren 
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former coach by acquiring Eric Dicker- 
son from Indianapolis. 

Undaunted, Flores marches forward 
knowing he’s in a better situation than 
the one he toiled in at Los Angeles. Un- 
like his years as the Raiders’ coach, he 
has only himself to blame if Seattle 
struggles. Of course, if the Seahawks 
succeed, he can revel in the fact that 
he’s the man who pushed all of the but- 
tons that made Seattle a winner. 


COACHING 

Flores is the coaching antithesis of 
Knox. While Knox prefers to play not to 
lose, Flores enjoys gambling to win, 

To teach his gambling philosophies, 
Flores assembled an impressive staff. 
Larry Kennan, who coached London to 
a World League title in '91, will coordi- 
nate the offense. Bob Bratkowski, an 
offensive coordinator at the University 
of Miami, will coach the receivers. 
Former Los Angeles Rams offensive 
line coach Hudson Houck will incorpo- 
rate a power run-blocking scheme, 

On defense, Flores enticed Knox's 19- 
year defensive coordinator, Tom Cat- 
lin, to stay as an assistant head coach. 
Special-teams coach Rusty Tillman 
also returned and accepted the title of 
defensive coordinator in order to learn 
Catlin's system. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—The Seahawks’ of- 
fense will either soar or dive after let- 
ting Plan B free agent Dave Krieg sign 
with Kansas City. Krieg’s departure 
means Kelly Stouffer and Dan Mc- 
Gwire, who both have big-time arms 
but are big-time risks, will battle for the 
job. 

Flores said one training camp might 


‘not provide enough time and informa- 


tion to make the correct decision as to 
who will start. After all, the two wan- 
nabe starters combined for only 22 
passes last year. 

This is a make-or-break season for 
Stouffer, The fifth-year veteran's con- 
tract is up after the season, and the Se- 
attle brass isn’t willing to wait any long- 
er for him to develop, 

McGwire’s future might not be now. 
He's still learning the drop-back me- 
chanics to take advantage of his 6-foot-8 
frame and powerful right arm, but the 
former 1991 No. 1 pick has the time to 
develop that Stouffer doesn’t. 

Rusty Hilger and Stan Gelbaugh are 
safety nets if either Stouffer or Mc- 
Gwire struggles. 

RUNNING BAGKS—The top three can- 
didates—Mayes, Chris Warren and 
Mike Oliphant—combined for 11 car- 
ries and 13 yards last year, Warren ac- 
counts for those numbers, and he’s the 
least-known entity of the group. 

During the last two years, Flores 
didn’t want to risk a high draft choice 
ona halfback. He has faith that Warren 
can develop. 
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But Flores had to bolster this position 
after letting halfbacks Derrick Fenner 
and Derek Loville leave through Plan 
B. That's why he acquired the 29-year- 
old Mayes, who retired before the start 
of the '91 season. The chance to play in 
his hometown may re-energize the two- 
time Pro Bowler. 

What the Seahawks don’t lack is full- 
backs. John L. Williams has been to two 
Pro Bowls, and Atlanta Plan B free 
agent Tracy Johnson is a devastating 
blocker who could beat out veteran 
James Jones or free agent Leroy Holt 
for a reserve job. 

RECEIVERS—Brian Blades and 
Tommy Kane are proven starters. 
Blades reestablished himself as one of 
the league’s best by making 70 catches 
for 1,003 yards in '91, Kane posted his 
second consecutive 50-catch season. 
Still, Flores wants what Blades and 
Kane lack, and that's speed. 

By drafting Doug Thomas and David 
Daniels in 91, Flores might have gam- 
bled unwisely. The speedy Thomas 
Struggled to learn pass routes last year 
and rarely played. Daniels has moved 
ahead of Thomas in the rotation, but he 
might not be ready to assume Jeff 
Chadwick's role as the first receiver off 
the bench. That's where Chadwick's de- 
parture to the Rams as a Plan B free 
agent might hurt. 

Sixth-year veteran Louis Clark still 
hasn't gained management's confi- 
dence to become the third receiver. 

The tight end situation is so bad that 
ninth-round draftee Larry Stayner 
could wrestle the starting job from in- 
consistent Travis McNeal. 

LINEMEN—The only fixture on the 
line will be right guard Bryan Millard, 
who rebounded after struggling the last 
few seasons. 

If first-round draft choice Ray Rob- 
erts learns to play left tackle, Andy 
Heck will move to left guard, leaving 
center and right tackle as the only open 
Positions. Any two of eight veterans 
could win those jobs. 

Joe Tofflemire, who missed last sea- 
son because of back problems, and in- 
cumbent Grant Feasel will battle for 
the center spot. Plan B signee Brad 
Leggett could earn a reserve role. 

Right tackle could feature veteran 
Ronnie Lee, promising understudy Bill 
Hitchcock or Roberts, if he isn't ready 
to play left tackle. 

In the hunt for reserve jobs are Dar- 
rick Brilz, Edwin Bailey and Plan B ad- 
dition Brian Blados. Warren Wheat, 
who started at left guard in seven 
games last year, will miss most of 
training camp after undergoing back 


surgery. 
DEFENSE 
LINEMEN—When it comes to ac- 
quiring tackles, Flores will gamble. He 
traded two top 10 1990 draft choices for 
the privilege to move up in that draft to 
pick Cortez Kennedy. He's hoping Keith 
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1992 SEATTLE SEAHAWKS ROSTER 
NFL How "91 Games 
Wo. QUARTERBACKS: p. College. aq. GP/0S 
18 Gelbaugh, Stan... 5 Maryland PlanB/92 "6/3 
iiges fs 6 Oklahoma State PlanB/92 “10 
2 San Diego State D191 WA 
5 Colorado State T-Pho/88 ant 
1-29-66 4 PlanB/S2*16/5, 
1-61 10 Fi T-Det/89 16/6 
63 5 Washington: T-NO/92 0/0 
19-63 2 sel (Wash) PlanB/92 "4/0 
16-69 = R UT-Chattan 192 — 
}-67 3 Ferrum (Va.) 4/90 16/1 
3-64 7 Florida 01/86 16/16 
12-19-69 FR 6/92 = 
7-24-65 5 frm bie 02/88 16/16 
7-3-64 6 Mississippi State 010/87 16/0 
9-16-91 2 Penn State 03/91 16/0 
9-18-63 5 Oregon State FA/92 0/0 
1-23-61 10 Louisiana Tech FA/90 16/0 
1-14-64 5 acne 03/88 16/15 
1-10-67 4 UT-Chattanooga D4a/89 16/4 
6-6-69 R Boise State 9/92 — 
‘9-18-69 2 2/91 11/0 
5-15-59 12. South Carolina State 05/81 3/3 
1-11-62 9 North Carolina PlanB/92*13/6. 
2-14-64 6 pieced ‘AI89 16/7 
6-26-60 8 Abilene (Tex.) Christian FA/87 45/15 
1-1-67 4 Notre Dame 01/89 16/16 
8-26-65 2 Purdue FA/Q1 16/9 
12-24-56 14 Baylor T-Ati/90 10/7 
1-16-66 2 Southern California PlanB/S2 412 
12-2-60 9 Texas “AlB4 16/16 
6-3-69 R Virginia D192 — 
8-20-69 R Washington 011/92 a 
7-7-65, 3 Arizona 02/89 0/0 
5-13-67 3 Brigham Young W-Ram/89 14/7 
22-60 11 Cl 01/82 16/14 
20-69 R Appalachian State 07/92 — 
1-21-57 13. Texas A&M 01/80 16/16 
69 R Miami (Fla.) 010/92 = 
12-67 3 Florida State 190 5/3 
8-23-68 3 Miami (Fla.). 1/90 16/16 
11-15-68 = -R MichiganState Diea/g2 = 
3-18-62 7 Washington State T-Min/92 0/0 
10-11-60 11 Boston College FAI82 16/0 
1-31-68 1 Eastern New Mexico 06/91 0/0 
1-65 6 Pittsburgh 01/87 14/14 
1-65 4 Oregon Tech FAI89 16/0 
60 11 Arizona State W-SF/88 16/11. 
-66 5 Southern California PlanB/91 3/0 
1-69 R Meant 012/92 = 
68 2 Miami (Fla.) FA/91 1/0 
-65. 5 Southern (La.) FA/88. 15/15 
-69 R Central Florida 03/92 i 
14-66 4 Georgia Tech FA/S0 16/0 
14-67 3° Syracuse 180 16/15 
31-64 6 Stanford 02/87 6/5 
5-12-67 3 Baylor ‘D2b/90 16/16 
12-14-68 = Rh jee 05/92 — 
8-31-63 6 Nebraska W-Was/90 16/2 
8-4-67 1 Tennessee 05/91 0/0 
3 6-14-67 2 Florida State FAIS1 11/0 
22 4-15-57 14 Washington FA/88 16/1 
2 3-29-66 5 South Carolina State D11b/88 16/16 
27 10-24-64 7 Nevada 186 N15 
20 rson, James (| 199 11-18-63 6 Texas A&l FA/&89 16/0 
26 McElroy, Vann (S)......... 2/199 1-43-60 10 Baylor T-Rai/90 IR 
44 Robinson, Eugene (S).........6-0/191 5-28-63 8 Colgate FA/85 16/16 
SPECIALISTS 
4 Kasay, John 10-27-69 2 Georgia 4/91 16/0 
14 Tuten, Rick (P) 1-5-65 4 Florida State FA/91 10/0 
OTHER FREE ASENTS IN CAMP 
Theo Adams, T; Derwin Cole, Conner, LB; Jeb Flesch, C; Judd Garrett, RB; Paul 
Green, TE; James Harris, DE; Leroy Holt, FB; Mike , T; Bryan May, G; Joo Mero, CB; Rod Moore, WR; 
daa AES aries PRE rebel 'yrone Rodgers, DE; Don Silvestri, K; Ralph Stephens, 
», Michael Sturdivant, WR; Brian Treggs, WR; Jason Wilborn, LB; Steve Wilks, CB. 
“Not with Seahawks in 1991. ‘ 
‘includes totals with both Seahawks and another NFL team in 1991. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
DID YOU KNOW 


shat Seattle was one of only two teams (Philadelphia was the other) that didn’t allow any opponent to rush 
for 106 yards or pass for 300 yards in a game last year? 


The Sporting News 1992 Pro Football Yearbook * 


95 


AFC WEST 


wn 
= 
= 
= 
= 
ry 
A 
Ba 
= 
= 
i= 
= 
rer 
A 


AFC WEST 


AFC WEST 


~A 
ie 
= 
ai 
3 
eq 
A 
pase) 
add 
— 
= 
= 
iad 
~~ 


AFC WEST 


COACHES 


Head coach: Tom Flores. 

Assistant coaches; Tommy Brasher (defensive lina). 
Bob Bratkowski (wide receivers). 

Dave Brown (defensive coach). 

Tom Catlin (assistant head coach/defensive). 
Hudson Houck (otfensive line). 

Larry Kennan (offensive coordinator/quarter- 


backs). 

Paul Moyer (defensive backs). 

Russ Purnell (tight ends/special teams), 

Frank Raines (strength and eaucitenina) 
Clarence Shelmon (running ba 

Rusty Tillman (defensive chordlnator linebackers), 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 
1991 regular-season record: 7-9 (4th in AFC West): 
2-6 in division; 6-6 in conference; 5-3 at home; 2-6 
on road. 
1991 playoff record: None. 
Flores’ regular-season record; 83-53 in nine seasons 
with Oakland/Los Angeles Raiders. 


Flores’ postseason record: 8-3 in five playot{s with 
Raiders (2-0 in Super Bowls). 
‘Toam record fast five years: 41-38 (519, ranks T12th 
in league in that span). 
1991 team rankings: AFC WEL 
Total offens WW rai 
Rushing offense.. 10 20 
Passing offense. 14 
Scoring offen: 10 20 
Total defense. 2 8 
7 15 
3 10 
4 8 
1 4 
4 726 
" 22 
6 12 
19 Tio 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


fate (capacity, surface): Kingdome (66,400, artifi- 


Ticket information: 
is ee 
raining site: Seahawks i 5 irkland, Wash.; 
206-827-9777. “ if 


10-39 yd. TDs 
300-yd. games: 
10-39 yd. 103 
100-yd. games 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included tor current members of 1992 roster only. 


1992 SCHEDULE 

Sept. _6—CINCINNATI 1:00 
Sept. 13—at Kansas City 12:00 
Sept. 20—at New England 4:00 
Sept. 27—MIAMI 1:00 
Oct. 4—atSan Diego 1:00 
Oct. 11—at Dallas 12:00 
Oct. 18—LA RAIDERS 1:00 
Oct. 25—atN.Y. Giants 100 
Nov.  1—Open date. 

Nov. _8—WASHINGTON 1:00 
Nov. 15—atL.A. Raiders 4:00 
Nov. 22—KANSAS CITY 5:00 
Nov. 30—DENVER (Mon. ) 6:00 
Dec, 1.00 
Dec. 1:00 
Dec. 2:00 
Dec. 100 

Alltimes local. All games Sunday unless noted. 
1991 RESULTS 

Sept. 1—at New Orleans L 24-27 
Sept. Y. JETS W 20-13 
Sept. 15. L 10-16 
Sept. 22—at Kansas City L 13-20 
‘Sept. 29—INDIANAPOLIS WwW 31-3 
Oct. 6—at Cincinnati wW 13-7 
Oct. 13—L.A. RAIDERS (OT) L 20-23 
Oct. 20—at Pittsburgh Ww 27-7 
Oct, 27—SAN DIEGO Ww 20-9 
Nov. 3—Open date 

Nov. 10—atSan Diego L 14-17 
Nov, 17—atL.A. Raiders t 7-31 
Nov. 24—DENVER W 13-10 
Dec. 1—KANSASCITY Lt 6-19 
Dec. 8—SAN FRAN Lo 22-24 
Dec. 15—at Atlanta L 13-26 
Dec. 22—L.A. RAMS Wo 23-9 

1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Searing fueaa John Kasay, 102 pts. (27/28 


PATs, 
fovedeves]: John L. Williams, 30 pts. (4 
rao vee, 200 és. (285 att., 187 
ave Kri a 
656% (110s, taint). at 
Pale John L. Williams, 741 yds, (188 att,, 3.9 


TDs) 
t: Bian Blades, 70 (1,003 yds., 14.3 avg,, 2 
Eugene Robinson, 5 (56 yds., 0 TDs; 
et Wooden. 100. (ey M 
Sacks: Rufus Porter, 10 (91 yds,). 
Hs sae Tuten, 43.0 avg. (49 punts, 2,106 yds, 
Punt returns: Chris Warren, 9,3 avg, (32 att., 298 


Kickot ratyrns: Chris Warren, 22.6 avg. (35 att., 792 
yds,,0TDs), 


-39 yd. Fas 


W 
Defensive TDs, 


Louis Clark 


Stan Gelbaugh 


| Patrick Hunter 


‘James Jones 


Tommy Kane 


*| John Kasay 
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Millard, acquired in a trade from Min- 
nesota for two draft picks in the off- 
season, rebounds from two major knee 
operations in the last two years to re- 
gain his Pro Bowl form of 1988 and '89. 

With Millard and Kennedy attacking 
from the inside and ends Jacob Green 
and Tony Woods charging from the out- 
side, the Seahawks could see their sack 
total jump dramatically from the 36 
they registered last year. 

Veterans Jeff Bryant, Joe Nash, 
Michael Sinclair and Eric Hayes, along 
with rookies Mike Frier, Anthony Ham- 
let and John MacNeill, will battle for re- 
serve spots, 

LINEBACKERS—This unit is danger- 
ously thin. Terry Wooden and Rufus 
Porter have each achieved accolades 
for their play on the outside, but the 
Seahawks are in trouble if either gets 
hurt. The backup outside linebackers 
are mercurial Marcus Cotton and jour- 
neyman Joe Cain. 

The middle linebackers are in even 
worse shape. David Wyman probably 
will regain his starting job, but he has 
been injury-prone the last two seasons. 
Darren Comeaux will back up, but his 
training camp holdouts in recent years 
have put him on Flores’ bad side, 

Desperate for backup help, the Sea- 
hawks invested a third-round draft 
choice in Bob Spitulski, who has little 
experience on the inside. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—‘This probably 
was the best unit on the team last year. 
Left cornerback Dwayne Harper 
emerged as one of the league's best un- 
known players. Right cornerback 
Patrick Hunter also enjoyed his best 
season. 

Scouts around the NFL speak in 
glowing terms about safeties Robert 
Blackmon and Eugene Robinson. 
Blackmon became one of the better 
two-way strong safeties in the confer- 
ence last year, while Robinson led the 
team with five interceptions and fin- 
ished second with 91 tackles. 

The reserves are aging. With that in 
mind, Flores protected unproven Har- 
lan Davis and Dedrick Dodge on Plan B. 
He also drafted hard-hitting Gary Dan- 
dridge. Veterans Nesby Glasgow, Brian 
Davis, James Jefferson and Vann 
McElroy offer additional support. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


The team’s overall lack of depth 
could weaken this unit. With aging re- 
serves in the secondary, a thin line- 
backing corps and a lack of speed at re- 
ceiver, Seattle doesn't figure to excel 
on kickoff and punt coverage. 

The Seahawks do boast a good kick 
returner in Warren and two strong legs 
in place-kicker John Kasay and punter 
Rick Tuten. Kasay wowed Seattle by 
making 80.6 percent of his field goals 
and scoring 102 points 
as a rookie. Tuten, in- 
consistent most of his 
career, averaged 43 
yards per punt and got 
good hang time. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


SCOUTING THE NFG 


Where there’s a Joe Montana, there’s a way for San Francisco 


By RICK GOSSELIN 
Dallas Morning News 


eel away the layers of greatness 
P: from San Francisco’s champion- 

ship sprint through the 1980s, 
Start with the coach, Bill Walsh, Then 
strip away Ronnie Lott, Roger C 
Eric Wright and Fred Dean. Fi 
excise those seven division titles and 
four Super Bowl crowns. What's left? 
Joe Montana, that’s what, 

And as long as Montana is around, 
the 49ers have that championship glow. 
There has been no greater quarterback 
and no greater winner in NFL history. 
He is the game's all-time leading passer 
and a three-time Most Valuable Player 
in the Super Bowl. When Montana is on 
the field, good things happen for the 
49ers, 

But Montana wasn't on the field in 
1991, missing the entire season because 
of an elbow injury. Without his magic, 
the 49ers failed to win the NFC West for 
the first time in six years and missed 
the playoffs for the first time in nine 
years. 

The 49ers were still a quality team 
with a 10-6 record. All six of their losses 
were by a touchdown or less. So, the 
supporting cast is there. Now Montana 
s back from reconstructive surgery on 
his right elbow—and when he's healthy, 
so are San Francisco's Super Bowl 
hopes. 


PRO BOWL PICKS 


Quarterback: Joe Montana, 49ers, He 
wrote the book on winning and has re- 
written the NFL record book in the pro- 
cess. 

Running backs: Barry Sanders, 
Lions, and Emmitt Smith, Cowboys. 
They are flashbacks to the early 1980s, 
when Billy Sims was running wild for 
Detroit and Tony Dorsett was doing 
likewise for Dallas. 

Wide receivers: Jerry Rice, 49ers, 
and Andre Rison, Falcons. What sepa- 
rates them from the rest is their ability 
to find the end zone, 

Tight end: Keith Jackson, Eagles, 
With Randall Cunningham back in 1992, 
look for the return of Jackson's big re- 
ceiving numbers, 

Center: Mark Stepnoski, Cowboys. 
He's the hub up front for the best young 
offensive unit in the game. 

Offensive guards: Randall McDaniel, 
Vikings, and Tom Newberry, Rams. 
McDaniel is fast and punishing, and 
Newberry remains a good player on a 


bad team, 

Tackles: Jim Lachey, Redskins, and 
Harris Barton,"49ers. Lachey has been 
all-something ever since college, but 
recognition for the steady Barton is 
long overdue, 

Nose tackle: Jerome Brown, Eagles. 
His size, speed and quickness make 
Brown an imposing force in the middle 
of the NFL's best defense. 

Defensive ends: Reggie White and 
Clyde Simmons, Eagles. White is aver- 
aging a sack per game in his seven-year 
career, and Simmons is finally stepping 
out from behind his shadow, 

Outside linebackers: Pat Swilling, 
Saints, and Seth Joyner, Eagles, The 
name of the game on defense is pass 
rush, and Swilling does it best. Joyner 
can rush, cover and contain on the 
strongside. 

Inside linebackers: Chris Spielman, 
Lions, and Vaughan Johnson, Saints. 
Spielman sets a tempo for Detroit with 
his nasty attitude, and no inside ’backer 
in the game goes sideline-to-sideline 
like Johnson, 


Cornerbacks: Darrell Green, Red- 
skins, and Deion Sanders, Falcons. 
Green and Sanders are playmakers 
with speed—offensive threats on the 
defensive side of the ball, 

Safeties: Mark Carrier, Bears, and 
Bennie Blades, Lions. Carrier makes 
his presence felt with his hands and 
Blades with his hits. 

Place-kicker: Chip Lohmiller, Red- 
skins, He uses his size to hammer the 
ball, making him a force on long field 
goals and kickoffs. 

Punter: Rich Camarillo, Cardinals. 
Few touchbacks, high net average. 


AWARD WINNERS 


Offensive Player of the Year: Sand- 
ers, Lions. He could become a 20- 
touchdown man this season, 

Defensive Player of the Year; Swill- 
ing, Saints. He'll translate his huge new 
contract into performance. 

Rookie of the Year: Terrell Buckley, 
Packers. He could have a twofold im- 
pact asa cornerback and punt returner, 

Comeback Player of the Year: Mon- 
tana, 49ers, If a back couldn't stop Mon- 
tana, neither will an elbow. 

Coach of the Year; ne Fontes, 
Lions. Detroit has not had back-to-back 
winning seasons since 1971-72. i 


> USL 


PREDICTIONS 


NFC EAST 


Based ona poll of The Sporting News’ regular NFC correspondents. 


1. Philadelphia; Best defense in the game and a healthy Cunningham. 


2. Washington: Thou shalt not repeat. 


3, Dallas; Emmitt Smith must stay healthy. 
4. N.Y. Giants: Lawrence Taylor no longer a one-man Wrecking crew. 
5. Phoenix: Time is running out on Joe Bugel. 


NFC CENTRAL 


1. Detrait:-There's no place like dome. 


2, Chicago: The Bears néed plays at quarterback. 

3. Groen Bay: Can a fast-break offense function in the cold? 
4, Minnesota: Three years without adraftis devastating. 
5. Tampa Bay: New offense, same results. 


NFC WEST 


1. San Francisco: Joe wants one for his thumb. 
2. New Orleans: Best set of linebackers in the NFL. 


3. Atlanta; Is baseball in the future of Deion Sanders and Brian Jordan? 
4. L.A. Rams: The rebuilding process begins with Chuck Knox. 


NFC CHAMPION: SAN FRANCISCO 


The Sporting News 1992 Pro Football Yearbook * 97 


Small steps will be tough for Johnson’s Cowboys 


By RICK GOSSELIN 
Dallas Morning News. 


mg he largest steps were the easy 
ones for the Dallas Cowboys, who 
have bounded mightily from 1-15 
in 1989 to 11-5 last year. Now come the 
small steps, The tough steps, 

“Our goal is to advance further than 
we did a year ago," Cowboys Coach 
Jimmy Johnson said. “We want to take 
the next step, That means a chance to 
play for the conference championship.” 

The Cowboys came within one step of 
that last season, reaching the National 
Football Conference semifinals as a 
wild-card team before getting uncer- 
emoniously dumped from the playoffs, 
38-6, by Detroit. For the Cowboys to 
take the next step, Johnson concedes, 
his team needs to gain the home-field 
j advantage for the playoffs, That 
| means, of course, unseating defending 
Super Bowl champion Washington atop 
the NFC East. 

The Cowboys certainly have some 
weapons. Like Emmitt Smith, who led 
the NFL in rushing (1,563 yards) last 
year. Like Michael Irvin, who led the 
league in receiving yardage (1,523). Mix 
in a full season from Pro Bowl quarter- 
back Troy Aikman and the arrival of 
rookie defenders Kevin Smith and Rob- 
ert Jones, and the Cowboys believe they 
have the horses to challenge the Red- 
skins. 


| 


What a year! Michael Irvin finally stayed 
healthy for an entire 16-game season, 
caught a club-record 93 passes and went to 
his first Pro Boul. 


Strengths: Few NFL 
spams possess etter PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
| skill-position talent than 
| Dallas, which boasts Pro Bow! OFFENSE = 
| performers at quarterback, run- © WA__Irvin. Wright 
! hing back, wide receiver and tight. LTE. Williams Tuinei 
o oo He Eowtoys st navenilg 16 Gogan Veingrad 
jeakaessas: The Cowboys still haven't fig- r 
red LLP foul Soceo te a Stepnoski Cornish = 
| backs. They're now relying ona guy Gesek Cornish Myslinski 
] | (Chad Hennings) whohasn't played{oot- AT Newton J. Brown 
ball in flve years. The Cowboys will miss TE Novacek Roberts 
Key ase oliability on field goals and wR Harper “J. Smith Martin 
extra points, - 
Key to success: Defensive newcomers Hon- 98 __Alkman. Beuerlein 
nings, Robert Jones and Kevin Smith must HB E.Smith Blake Richards 
become big contributors right away. Mt FB Johnston Agee 
| they don't, the Cowboys won't make the 
necessary improvement on defense, DEFENSE 
‘Sure sign of trouble; Emmitt Smith gets hurt, 
THs foam seems tomnave enough deptnto, LE Tolbert lla 
replace anyone other than him, {T__ Casillas Lett 
That's a fact: The Cowboys have lost their AT __Maryland Jones. 
last six games in dome stadiums (begin- RE___Hennings Jeffcoat Hill 
| ning in, 1987). They visit two'domes=in itp Vv. Smith Myles 
Detroit and Atlanta—this year. MiB Rvones Clark 
Coach Jimay Johnson says: “We've got the 
jople here;now. They've just gat to step ALB__Norton Edwards 
forward and play.” tee K.Smith Holt Lewis 
ACBL. Brown Holmes Mitchell 
$8 Washington Woodson Gant 
| FS Horton R.Williams 
SPECIALISTS 
| Kk Daluiso 
Pp Saxon 
KA Wright 
PR__K.Smith 


j98 The Sporting News 1992 Pro Football Yearbook 


“Some things have to fall into place,” 
Johnson said, “We have to be fortunate. 
We can’t afford a lot of injuries. We 
have to have some young guys come 
through for us on defense. And we need 
to have some key players who had out- 
standing years for us to duplicate 


them,” 
COACHING 

Johnson is at his best when he’s the 
underdog. The Cowboys went into 
Washington last November and ended 
the Redskins’ perfect season, They 
went into Philadelphia three weeks 
after that and handed the Eagles their 
only loss in their last eight games, 
knocking them out of the playoffs. They 
went into Chicago in the first round of 
the playoffs and upset the Bears. But 
the Cowboys don’t figure to be under- 
dogs too often this year. 

Johnson has assembled a fine staff. 
Dave Wannstedt, his defensive coordi- 
nator, was one of two finalists to re- 
place Chuck Noll at Pittsburgh, Joe 
Avezzano was voted by his peers as the 
NFL's special-teams coach of the year. 
Tony Wise coached an offensive line 
that was flagged for only five holding 
penalties all season. And in his first 
year as an NFL offensive coordinator, 
Norv Turner took an offense that fin- 
ished 28th in the league in 1990 to ninth 
last year. 

These guys can coach, 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS— Aikman, the No. 1 
Pick of the 1989 draft, arrived as a full- 
fledged NFL star last season. He com- 
pleted an NFC-high 65.3 percent of his 
Passes and was voted to the Pro Bowl 
even though he missed the final four 
games with a sprained knee. He played 
cautiously at times and all but stopped 
scrambling, but he figures to be more 
aggressive now that he’s comfortable 
with the new offense. 

Unlike 1990, the Cowboys’ season did 
not unravel when Aikman got hurt late 
in the year. Steve Beuerlein won his 
first five starts and did exactly as he 
was told: keep the offense out of trou- 
ble. He threw only two interceptions in 
137 attempts and was sacked just six 
times. Beuerlein is a good athlete but a 
better leader. The former Raider is 13-8 
in his career asa starter. 

RUNNING BACKS—The key man is 
Emmitt Smith, who carried a club- 
record 365 times en route to becoming 
the first Cowboy ever to lead the league 
in rushing. He is a cutback runner with- 
out great speed, but he has an uncanny 
knack for breaking long runs. He had 
two runs of at least 60 yards last year, 
including a 75-yarder. How important is 
Smith to the Cowboys’ success? They 
are 11-1 in games in which he has 
rushed for at least 100 yards, and he ac- 
counted for all but 148 of Dallas’ rushing 
yards last season. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Fullbacks Daryl Johnston 204 [0-H od 
mie Agee are journeymen. Johnston 
can catch and Agee can block, but nei- 1992 DALLAS COWEDYS ROSTER "01 Games = 
ther is a threat when running. Someone Wo. QUARTERBACKS Exp, Ce apes | (re 
who could be is Ricky Blake, a World 8 Aikman, Troy... 4 UCI 01/89 12/12 ie 
League graduate who showed some 7 Beuerlein, Steve 5 Notre Dame T-Rai/91 8/4 = 
promise last year. He’s a halfback ina 9 peal lee 2 PacificLutheran (Wa.)  W-Pho/91 “1/0 
fullback’s body (244 pounds) but must 
rebound from a fractured hip. is faved AA : 3 aber A&M FAIS 0 
RECEIVERS—Irvin finally stayed a (eam 1 Michigan fae tht 
i johnston, 
healthy for an entire 16-game season, 2s a ie Pekan ae ay 
caught a club-record 93 passes and 27 Richards, Curvi + Pittsburgh 4/91 2/0 
went to his first Pro Bowl. Tight end 22 Smith, Emmit 3 Florida 1/90 16/16 
Jay Novacek also went to his first Pro 28 Weatherspoon, Chuck .. 2 Houston FAI92 “410 
Bow! after leading all NFC tight ends in a ieallin ey Bieta Eves a 
catches for the second year ina row. iphin, Geral Ban Insa8 * 
The fastest Cowboy pass catcher is at spate! uy Fea aM Ree 15/5 
Alexander Wright, who can blaze 40 3-5-66 5 Miami (Fla.) 01/88 16/18 
yards in 4.14 seconds but still hasn't 4-27-68 2 Florida FA/92 “1/0 
proven he can catch the football. Be- cal ca = SEI note ae 
cause of that, Alvin Harper is the start- 3-17-68 5 Mami(Pa.) PlanB/91 46/10 
ing flanker. Harper showed flashes of 82 Shepard, Derrick. 5-10/ 183 1-22-64 5 Oklahoma -NO/89 6/0 
big-play potential last year (five recep- c Salina es ‘ie en 5 - i STEN Dale - 
tions of 30 yards or more). The coaches | 54 wright Alexander. O10 7-19-67 3 Auburn 02/90 16/6 
will give second-round pick Jimmy OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Smitha long look. 74 Brown, James... 1-3-70 R Virginia State 3/92 - 
LMEME Center Mery Semeset, | Bete Ae Eemcman ee ie 
wi he verge of hi esek, John 5 -18- icramento (Calif. - 
arte Ee ee ket 66 Gogan, Kevin () 6-7/317 11-2-64 6 Washington 08/87 16/16 
id ¢: 70 Hellestrae, Dale (G/C) 5/285 7-11-62 6 Southern Methodist T-Rai/90 16/0. WG 
last season's starting tackles, Mark 65 Milstead, Rod (G) §-2/293 11-10-69 A DelawareState 05/92 = 
Tuinei and Nate Newton, ‘are over 30, bs Healey Ton tee) ee Veret nl ec ne Prin = 
Erik Williams, a huge, athletic man ton, Nate eI 
who played wellinspotsasa rookie last | S$ SuMMRKLNAK(G)-a.02/90) (20-7, 4 Preturgh | Oa 18/1 (=) 
year, will get a shot to unseat Tuinei. va) eto ue 6-5/299 3-31-60 10 Hawaii FA/83. 12/12 [- =] 
Kevin Gogan played well at left guard 76 Veingrad, Alan (G/T) 5/280 7-24-63 6 East Texas State 16/4 
after being moved from tackle. He’s an- a oe 1B £ is State (0.) oa — 
other giant (6-foot-7) whose long arms 4 Harris, Kevin (E) ue 0/0 
help him keep pass rushers at bay. 90 Hill, Tony (E) . 2 UT-Chattanooga 8/0 (=) 
Right guard John Gesek will have to a eesti te a ea OR (Ss) 
fend off challenges from Plan B free y 
agent Frank Cornish and fourth-round e ee ee San A papain Site ae A 
pick Tom Myslinski. 73. Noonan, Danny (T) 6 Nebraska 15/3, 
4 Texas-ElPaso wis | L—4 
DEFENSE = 
LINEMEN—The Cowboys caught a Miami (Fa) 4/0 | i) 
break last spring when it was ruled that Nel 2/0 
former Air Force star Chad Hennings Michigan tate vt | 
was free to begin his post-military ca- Florida 3/0 r—) 
reer. It's hoped that Hennings, who won UCLA 16/16 
the Outland Trophy in 1987, can supply Colorado 12/1 
a much-needed pass rush at right end. East Carolina 13/42 
The Cowboys took Hennings in the 
11th round of the 1988 draft even though hfe Eee ay 
he faced a fivé-year military commit- North Carolina State “A190 0/0 
ment at the time. The Air Force, how- Texas Christian Di2/91 16/13 
ever, gave its service-academy gradu- ep Ala Hs a) 
ates 24-month waivers last April as part Texas Tech 012/92 = 
of the downsizing in the military. Hen- Carson-Newman (Tenn.) D3a/92 = 
nings, who had 24 sacks in his final year Alcorn State T-Min/89 15/15 
at Air Force (one more than the entire R aaa cer (Cal.) att 16/16 
Dallas team last year), has bulked up to 24 Lewis, Gan 3. Alcorn State “A T-Ral/92  *16/2 
272 pounds and ran a 4.8-second 40 for 5 Patlrg Bri i; Eb) ti paties “15/0 
the Cowboys last spring. 1, Kevin @ = 
Hennings’ arrival gives the Cowboys a Rae eeiran 8 ne pe wee 
three major-college trophy winners Woodson, Darren (S) .. R Arizona State D2a/92 a 
along their front four, with tackles Rus- SPECIALISTS. 
sell Maryland (Outland, 1990) and Tony 5 Dalulso, Brad (K’ 2 UCLA FA/91 +16/0 
Casillas (Lombardi, 1985) also owning 4 Saxon, Mike (P).. 8 SanDiegoState FA/85 16/0 
some hardware. The only starter who OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
doesn’t have a trophy is left end Tony Michael Beasley, RB; Greg Brigg ;; Swift Burch, DL; Maurice Crum, LB; Lin Elliott, K; Melvin Evans, G; Patt 
Tolbert, who led Dallas with seven jason Garrett, OB; Lorenzo Graham, RB; Harold Heath, TE; Chad Hennings, DE; Michael James, 
sacks and 25 pressures last year. meats Spat 
Maryland provides an inside pass ‘I owboys in 1981. 
rush, while Casillas is solid against the | inelaes tolls ih both Coubys and another NFL team in 1891, 
run, Tolbert is solid, but not spectacu- 
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COACHES 


Jimmy Johnson. 

Assistant nsitag) Norv Turner (offensive 
coordinator/ quarterbacks). 

Dave Wannstedt (assistant head coach/detensive 
coordinator). 

Hubbard Alexander (wide receivers). 

Joe Avezzano (special teams). 

Joe Brodsky (unin backs). 

‘Dave Campo (defensive backs). 

‘Butch Davis (defensive line), 

Robert Ford (tight ends), 

Steve Hoffman (kickers/quality control), 

Bob Slowik Haale aesetant)} 

Tony Wise (offensive line), 

Mike Woicik (strength and conditioning). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record: 11-5 (2nd in NFC East); 
5-3 in division; 8-4 in conference; 6-2 at home; 5-3 


on road. 

1991 playoff rocord: Defeated Beats, 17~13, in NFO 
wild-card: game; fost to Lions, 38-6, in NFC divi- 

‘sional playoff game. 

Johnson's rogular-season record: 19-29 in three sea- 

‘sons with Cowboys. 

Johnson's postsoason record: 1-1 in one playoff with 


Cowboys. 
Team record last five (ete 29-50 (.367, ranks T24th 
in pant thatspan), 


1991 team rankings; NEC NFL 
Total offense 4 9 
7 13 
5 8 
4 7 
12 7 
8 
13 23 
9 v7 
12 25 
3 5 
16 14 
13 26 
10 18 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


are here ‘surlace): Texas Stadium (65,024, 
artificial) 

Ticket information: 214-579-5000. 

Fla idjo station: KVIL, 103.7 FM. 

St. Edward's University, Austin, Tex.; 


BY 
2 
| 


“Scoring { 


1992 SCHEDULE 


Sept. _7—WASHINGTON (Mon.) 

Sept. 13—atN.Y. Giants 

20—PHOENIX 

Sept. 27—Open date 

Oct. Saal Wale (Mon.) 
SEATTLE 


Oct. ie KANSAS CITY 

Oct. 25—at L.A. Raiders 
Nov.  1—PHILADELPHIA 
Nov, _8—~at Detroit 

Nov. jos a 4 aM 


Nov. ie i Ns Thank) 3:00 
Dec. 6—at De 2:00 


S88S8Sss SS5 


2 
SiaeaRRe one 


Dec. 13—at Washington 100 
Deo. 21—at Atlanta (Mon.) 9:00 
Dec. 27—CHICAGO 3:00 
Alltimestocal. All games Sunday unless noted. 


1991 RESULTS 


Sept, 1—at Cleveland 
Sent. 9—WASKINGTON 


Nov. 10—at Houston 
Nov. 17—atN.Y, Giants 
Nov. 24—atWashington 
28—PITTSBURGH 
‘8—NEW ORLEANS 


==<2--=- <==<--= 
g 
Ps 


45—at Philadelphia 5-19 
22 ATLANTA 31-27 
1991 TEAM LEADERS 


‘Scoring {kicking}: Ken Willis, 118 pts. (37/37 PATs, 
27/39 FGs). 
mai Emmitt Smith, 78 pts. (12 


Tushing, 1recei 
Eeading peat Akin, itt yds. (363 att, 237 


fe mit ‘ith t eed yds. (365 att. 4.3 avg., 

ayes Michael Irvin, 93 (1,523 yds., 16.4 avg., 8 

tnt ions: Issiac Holt, 4 (2 yds.,0 TDs). 

Thelin Jack Del Rio, 13 8007 s0l0, 53 aeabted): 

Sacks: Tony Tolbert, 7, 

Lae ‘Saxon, 42.6 avg. (57 punts, 2,426 yds., 
roturns: Kelvin Martin, 11.6 avg. (21 att., 244 


ds., 17 
ickoff returns: Alexander Wright, 24.5 avg. (21 alt., 


514 yds., 17D). 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


‘Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 


10-39 yd. TDs 
40; yd. TOs 
10-39 yd. TDs 
40+ yd. Ts 


Tommie Agee 


40-49 yd. Fos 


Defensive TOs 


Troy Aikman. 


SUS epee 


Daryl Johnston 


Kelvin Martin 


Alfredo Roberts| 


Emmitt Smith 


HTPEPEP Eee aye 
HEE EP EP EAP e PEP ep ep apse 
VTPUP EP ep epee pey apap ey a yaya 
VPOOEPEP UTEP a Pap te ayep eye 


HSE parE E peep aye y yay 


Hts ftfehiatyapepilate 
Heer papelestepatatefapeyele 
Heapeyayetepatelepefateleyy 


Hap riaioh trp rpep yey aye 


ee 


VDJ UP EP UP EPL T AL EP EP] Lj) 1-9 yd. tos 


PEPE UP EOP APE EET Pt fesjott 


‘interception sfumblerecovery —Spunt return 
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‘tblocked punt ——_tkickoff return 


lar, defending both. Jim Jeffcoat, Tony 
Hill and Kevin Harris provide depth. 

LINEBACKERS —This unit made plenty 
of tackles in 1991, but few big plays. 

Starters Jack Del Rio, Ken Norton 
and Vinson Smith combined for 295 
tackles but, amazingly, not a single 
sack, interception or fumble recovery. 
Del Rio has departed via Plan B and 
both Norton and Smith will have their 
hands full trying to hold off 1991 rookies 
Dixon Edwards and Godfrey Myles. 

The Cowboys will replace Del Rio 
with Robert Jones, an All-America 
from East Carolina drafted in the first 
round last spring. Jones compensates 
for a relative lack of height (6-2) with 
his 4.62 speed. Norton has tried all three 
linebacking positions but has settled in 
on the weak side, where he can best use 
his 4.55 speed. Edwards, however, is 
even faster and has better coverage 
skills. Myles has good size and speed 
but no experience after spending al- 
most all of last season on injured re- 
serve, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—How bad was the 
secondary last year? A patchwork 
group of Plan B signees and rookies in- 
tercepted only 11 passes and allowed 
seven touchdowns of more than 30 
yards. 

So it came as no surprise when John- 
son spent three of his first five draft 
picks on defensive backs and acquired 
another (Garry Lewis) ina trade. 

The Cowboys need playmakers and 
landed two proven ones in Kevin Smith 
(first round, Texas A&M) and Clayton 
Holmes (third round, Carson- 
Newman). Smith intercepted a South- 
west Conference-record 20 passes dur- 
ing his career with the Aggies, while 
Holmes picked off 14 in his two seasons 
at Carson-Newman. Second-rounder 
Darren Woodson of Arizona State also 
figures into the backfield mix. 

The Cowboys could really use a big 
year from cornerback Issiac Holt, their 
defensive MVP in 1990 who slumped 
badly last year, 

SPECIAL TEAMS 

Dallas had the NFC's best special 
teams in 1991 but must break in a new 
place-kicker in '92. Ken Willis, the 
league's third-leading scorer (118 
points), was left unprotected in Plan B 
and bolted for Tampa Bay. Dallas re- 
placed him with a Plan B signee of its 
own, Brad Daluiso, formerly of the Buf- 
falo Bills, 

Mike Saxon, a solid punter, will han- 
dle those duties in Dallas for the eighth 
straight year. 

Wright, the only NFL player to return 
a kickoff for a touchdown in each of the 
last two seasons, is terrific at that spe- 
cialty. The arrival of Kevin Smith, who 
returned two punts for touchdowns at 
Texas A&M last season, gives Dallas 
that same big-play po- 
tential on punts, too. tr 

Dallas blocked four 
punts last year and re- 
turned one for a touch- CaS 
down. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Giants are at crossroads as ’92 season begins 


By MICHAEL EISEN 
The Newark Star-Ledger 


year and a half after winning 
A Super Bowl XXV, the New York 

Giants are at a critical juncture 
in their history. 

Last season, the Giants finished 8-8 
and out of the playoffs in Ray Handley’s 
first year as coach. Consequently, this 
season will go a long way toward prov- 
ing whether 1991 was an unpleasant ab- 
erration or the beginning of a down- 
ward trend. 

The Giants have been here before, 
After winning Super Bowl XX1in Janu- 
ary 1987, they slumped to 6-9 in the 
strike-gutted '87 season before rebound- 
ing to win the NFC Eastern Division 
title in 1989, One year after that, they 
won their second Super Bowl. 

This time, however, the team is on 
shakier ground, A once-vaunted de- 
fense collapsed abysmally last season 
and is aging at several key positions. 
The offense stagnated and stalled far 
too often, particularly close to the op- 
position’s goal line. 

“At a lot of positions on the team, the 
play wasn't as good as we needed it to 
be,” Handley said. “I told the players 
that it was fine with me if they wanted 
to be the solution to that problem and 
Play better. But if they don’t play bet- 
ter, we've got to improve the play at 
those positions, and that obviously 


7 Simats: tbewenra © PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
Hampton working behind 2 QFFENSE 


tobe the main man in New York's 
running attack. 


means with a different person. 
“Lreally don't care what the solution 
is. But there will be a solution.” 


To many Giants fans, the easiest so- 
lution is for Handley to find another line 
of work. However, in fairness, Handley 


massive offensive line, could ya 
be one of the league's finest. 
Quarterback Jeff Hostetler should 


Ingram 


blossom in a more wide-open offense. 
Weaknesses: The Giants Jack a wide re- 
ceiver with speed who can consistently go 
deep. Their tight ends are unproven or un- 
‘spectacular. Defensively, there's little 
depth at linebacker and an almost desper- 
ate need for another pass rusher. 
Key to success: Surviving the first month of 
the season. The Giants open with games 
against playoff contenders Dallas, Chi- 4B 
Gago, the L.A. Raiders and San Francisco, FB 
‘The Bears and Cowboys both beat the Gi- 
ants early last year, 
‘Sure sign of trouble: The Giants continuelo E 
play poorly in the fourth quarter. Last jp —— 
yea they were outscored, 129-53, inthe >= — 
final period and blew leads in eight games RE_ 
(six of them losses). 
‘That's a fact: In 1991, the Giants were 1-5 
against the top three teams in their divi- 
sion: Washington, Dallas and Philadel~ 
phia, In 1990, they were 5-1 against those 


same teams. 
Coach Ray hs “Weel we can bea. 
very, very productive offensive football 


team. |'m a little concerned whether the 


because some of our players are on the 


‘downside of their careers.” pEEUN 


Hostetler 
Hampton 
Bunch 


orsey 
Howard Fox 
jarshal i 


defense can get back to the level it was, FS Guyton 
LISTS 


‘MoCatfrey 
__ Simm: 


Washington Fox 


~ Dillard 


—MeGriggs 


KR Meggett 
Meggett 
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was caught off guard in May 1991 when 
Bill Parcells suddenly resigned and he 
was thrust into the top job. After never 
having been a head coach beyond the 
high school level, Handley had only two 
months to complete his staff and get 
things organized before training camp 
began, 

This year should be different. Hand- 
ley has revamped his staff, adding two 
new coordinators, He served as his own 
offensive coordinator last year, a situa- 
tion that did not sit well with players on 
either side of the ball, 

The problem was solved when Hand- 
ley promoted quarterbacks coach Jim 
Fassel to offensive coordinator and 
hired Rod Rust to coordinate the de- 
fense, Fassel, a favorite of quarterback 
Jeff Hostetler's, is an expert in the 
Passing game and should open up a 
stodgy attack. Handley wants the of- 
fense to score more points in case the 
defense again has trouble keeping op- 
ponents from doing so. 

Rust, a former head coach at New 
England and a longtime NFL defensive 
coordinator, is in charge of keeping 
that from happening again. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACK~-Hostetler and Phil 
Simms are stil! one-two on the depth 
chart but, unlike last year, there will he 
no competition in training eamp to de- 
termine their seeding. 

The starting job belongs to Hostetler, 
who played well last year before a back 
injury ended his season in the Giants’ 
12th game. He completed a team-record 
62.8 percent of his passes and threw 
only four interceptions, but he also 
tossed just five touchdown passes, in 
part because of the conservative play- 
calling. 

But Hostetler still has Simms looking 
over his shoulder, Heading into his 4th 
season in New York, Simms proved he 
still has skills by throwing eight touch- 
down passes in the last five games of 
‘91. The Giants consider him an ideal 
backup, and Handley probably will go to 
him faster this year should Hostetler 
have an off day. 

RUNNING BACKS--Rodney Hampton 
will continue to be the main man in the 
Giants’ running attack. The third-year 
pro rushed for 1,059 yards last year and 
his 256 carries accounted for more than 
half of the team total. The Giants con 
sider Hampton a budding star and will 
continue to give him the ball as often as 
he can handle it. 

The rest of the running corps has 
changed considerably. Gone is Maurice 
Carthon, a superb blocker who paved 
the way for 1,000-yard seasons by Joe 
Morris, Ottis Anderson and Hampton. 
In his place is Jarrod Bunch, a No. 1 
draft pick in 1991 who carried the ball 
from scrimmage just once in his rookie 
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COACHES 1992 SCHEDULE 
Head coach: Ray Handley, Sept. 8-SAN FRANCISCO 400 
Assistant coaches; Dave Brazil Anebaexess) Sept. 13—DALLAS 1:00 
Fred Bruney (defensive backfield). Sept. eAcarChicege (Mon) ~ 8:00 
Romeo Crennelt (defensive line). Sept. 27—Open 
Jim Fassel (offensive coordinator), Oct. qoatLA Talers 4:00 
Fred Hoaglin (offensive ling). Oct. 11—PHOENIX 100 
Johnny Parker (strength and conditioning), Oct. 18—atL.A Rams 4:00 
Jick Rehbein (tight ends). Oct 25—SEATTLE 400 
Rod Rust (defensive coordinator). Nov.  1—at Washington 6:00 
George Sefcik (wide receivers). Nov, _8—GREEN BA) 100 
Mike Sweatman (special teams). Nov, 15—at Denver 600 
Bobby Trott (defensive assistant), Nov. 22—PHILADELPHIA 100 
Charlie Weis (running backs), Nov. 26—at Dallas (Thanksgiving) 300 
Dre: SE SWASTINETON 400 
—at Phoenix (Sat.) 
RECORDS/RANKINGS Dec. 19—KANSASCITY (Sat.) 12330 
1991 regular-season record: 8-8 (4th in NFC East): 3- | Deo. 27—at Philadelphia 100 
nae ', 5-7 in conference; 5-3 at home; 3-5 on Alltimesiocal. All games Sunday unless noted. 
{et playotlrecard: None, 
Lies ee: ‘season record: 8-8 in one season 1991 RESULTS 
nts. it. 2—SAN FRANCISCO W 16-14 
Handlay’s postseason record: None. cot 8—LA, RAMS L 13-19 
Heetielere ct cciaianes ,620, ranks 6th in Sept. 15—atChicago L 17-20 
eaguelin that span) Sept. 22—CLEVELAND W 13-10 
a8 anni WFC NFL I’ Sept, 29—at Dallas L 16-21 
eee B 18 | Oct. 6=PHOENIX W 20-9 
ishiog offer 2 § | Oct. 14—at Pittsburgh W 23-20 
ing offense 12 23 20—( date 
yal 10 19 | Oct 27—WASHINGTON L 13-17 
Herteci st . Nov. _4—at Philadelphia L 7-30 
shiccefelse 18 | Nov. 10—at Phoenix W 21-14 
Rassing defense 4 5 | Nov. 17—DALLAS W 22-9 
erent sie cs ie Nov. 24—at Tampa Bay Wo 21-14 
poise go Dec. 1—atGincinnati Lo 24-27 
revaye 13 | Dec. 8—PHILADELPHIA C1419 
Turnover differential. TW? Dec. 15—at Washington L 17-34 
i 18 | Dec. 21—HOUSTON W 24-20 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 1991 TEAM LEADERS 
Gos) eras surface): Giants Stadium (77,311, key feed Matt Bahr, 90 pts. (24/25 PATs, 
Hemi 20 935-8222, Seay {touchdowns}; Rodney Hampton, 60 pts. (10 
Teanieg parteran Diearnean University- fae it Hostetler, 2,032 yds. (285 att, 178 
Madison, Madison, N.J.;201-935-8111, comp, 62.8%, 5 TDs, 4 int. 


pa don. Hani, 41059 yds. (256 att, 4.1 
pt: Mark Ingram, 51 (824 yds., 18.2 avg. 3 

Intarcaptions: Mark Collins, 4 (77 yds., 0 TDs); Walls, 
47s, ODs 

Tackiss: Pepper Johnson, 111 (77 solo, 34 assisted), 
Sacks: Leonard Marshall, 11 (1125 yds.). 
Punting: Sean Landeta, 43.3 avg. (64 punts, 2,768 
yes. Obocked) 

i rears Dave Megget, 103 avg. (28 att,, 287 


Ke Dave Meet 20.6 avg. (25 att, 514 
yds.,0T0s) ‘~ 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 


10-394. TDs 
17-39 yd. Fos 
40-49 6. Fas 


10-39 yd. TDs 
Detensive TOs 
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year. Fourth-year pro Lewis Tillman 
and Plan B signee Greg Amsler also fig- 
ure into the mix, as could Anderson, 
who turns 35 this season. 

Dave Meggett, whose workload on 
first and second downs the Giants want 
to reduce, will be Hampton's backup. 
He is most effective when used in third- 
down, shotgun situations. 

RECEIVERS—The Giants have long 
had a solid, if unspectacular, group of 
receivers. 

The best of the lot is Mark Ingram, 
whose 51 catches last season almost 
doubled his previous single-season high 
(26 in 1990). Ingram has improved in 
each of his five seasons and could blos- 
som once Fassel opens up the offense. 

Stephen Baker is the Giants’ best re- 
ceiver at gaining yards after the catch 
(a 17.5-yard average last season). Ed 
McCaffrey caught 16 passes as a rookie 
and could develop into a good posses- 
sion receiver. 

The Giants still need a speed receiver 
who can outrace coverage and run 
under long passes. They're hopeful 
Plan B free agent Millard Hamilton can 
fill the bill, 

The biggest improvement among the 
receivers should come at tight end, an 
almost invisible position in 1991, Of the 
428 passes Giants quarterbacks threw 
last year, only 45 (or 9.5 percent) went 
to the tight ends. Howard Cross saw 40 
of those and caught 20. 

The Giants want their tight ends 
more involved in the passing game, so 
look for rookies Derek Brown and 
Aaron Pierce to contribute this season. 

LINEMEN—The offensive line is a bit 
of a paradox. It probably is the stron- 
gest part of the team, but few positions 
will undergo more change. 

To improve its overall effectiveness, 
particularly pass protection, Eric 
Moore is being moved from right guard 
to right tackle, Doug Riesenberg from 
right tackle to left guard and William 
Roberts from left guard to right guard. 

John Elliott, a potential All-Pro com- 
ing off a so-so season, will remain at 
left tackle. Bart Oates, the Giants’ lone 
Pro Bowl representative, will enter 
camp as the starting center. But he will 
be pushed again by Brian Williams, who 
has tried unsuccessfully to supplant 
Oates since being drafted No. 1 in 1989. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—The defensive line needs 
help and should get it from a familiar 
source: nose tackle Erik Howard, a Pro 
Bowler in 1990 who underwent back 
surgery last year and missed 10 games. 
If Howard is healthy, the entire defense 
will take a big step forward. 

The Giants’ best pass-rushing line- 
man remains Leonard Marshall, who 
had a team-leading 11 sacks last season. 
The problem is, he’s practically the 
only pass-rushing lineman on the ros- 
ter. Eric Dorsey, John Washington and 
Mike Fox are all plodders who can stop 
the run but seldom get near a quarter- 
back. 
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The Giants took four defensive line- 
men in the draft, but three of the four 
are projected as nose tackles. 

LINEBACKERS—During the Parcells 
era, this group defined the power and 
ferocity of the New York defense. It’s 
now an aging group that needs rein- 
forcements, but few appear to be forth- 
coming. 

Lawrence Taylor will be back for his 
12th—and probably final—season. He's 
no longer as fast and as feared as he 
once was, but he’s still the Giants’ best 
pass rusher. 

On the other side, Carl Banks contin- 
ues to play well, particularly against 
the run, He's also a leader in the locker 
room. But Banks is entering his ninth 
season, and the Giants have failed to 
groom eventual replacements for ei- 
ther Banks or L.T. 

The inside linebackers were an in- 
consistent, underachieving group last 
season, Pepper Johnson didn’t ap- 
proach his '90 Pro Bowl form, Gary 
Reasons was subpar and Steve DeOssie 
had trouble cracking the lineup. When 
they did play well, it was only for 
spurts. The inside linebackers could get 
a boost from Corey Miller, a second- 
year player who impressed on the out- 
side in the season finale against Hous- 
ton. Look for Johnson to make a big 
comeback. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Two other play- 
ers who must rebound from mediocre 
‘91 campaigns are fourth-year safeties 
Greg Jackson and Myron Guyton. Un- 
believably, they combined for just one 
interception (by Jackson) and Guyton, 
in particular, missed too many tackles. 

Left cornerback Mark Collins was in- 
consistent as well, playing poorly early 
in the season and then getting fined for 
walking out of a team meeting. He 
played better afterward, and the Giants 
need him to have a big '92 season. 

At right corner, veterans Everson 
Walls and Perry Williams will be 
pushed by three cornerbacks New York 
took in the draft, most notably second- 
round selection Phillippi Sparks. Wil- 
liams hasn't lost any speed and Walls is 
the Giants’ most versatile defensive 
back, but the coaches seem eager to up- 
grade this position. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Sean Landeta and Matt Bahr, two old 
reliables, will again handle the punting 
and place-kicking. Landeta’s 43.3-yard 
net average ranked eighth in the 
league, and there were 11 games last 
season in which he had at least one punt 
of 50 or more yards. 

Bahr can still nail a 50-yard field goal 
on occasion and put 12 kickoffs into the 
end zone for touchbacks in 1991. 

Meggett is one of the NFL's most dan- 
gerous return men, but Handley wants 
to relieve Hampton of 
some of his kickoff- 
return duties. Look for 
one of several draft- 
ees, probably Sparks, 
to team with Meggett. 


1992 NEW YORK GIANTS ROSTER 
FL on How TU 
a 
3 Weber State "an “3/1 
15 Pittsburgh “A190 410 
Ohio State 8/92 — 
22-61 8 West Virginia 184 16/2 
42 Perez, Mike, 3-7-65 3 San Jose State FA/S1 0/0 
11 Simms, Phil, 11-3-55 14 Morehead State 01/79 6/4 
RUNWING BACKS 
19-67 1 Tennessee PlanB/92 0) 
19-57 14 Miami (Fla.) T-StL/86 10/1 
-9-68 2 Michigar 01/91 16/1 
}-69 3 Georgi 01/90 14/14 
30-66 4 Towson State 05/89 16/2 
16-66 4 Jackson State 04/89 16/1 
20-64 6 FresnoState 03/87 15/19 
31-70 R Notre Dame D192 a 
29-68 3 Michigan FA/S2 "12/0 
8-67 4 Alabama 06/89 16/16 
-30-67 2 Clark Atlanta PlanB/92 0/0 
23-65 6 Michigan State 1/87 16/13 
7-68 2 ford. 03/91 16/0 
61 9 Florida State FA/91 16/8 
3-69 Re Washi 13/92 = 
BB R Grambling State D192 = 
'-30-69. 2 Louisville FA/SN V0 
29-70 A Indiana State 012/92 — 
OFFENSIVE LI 
76 Elliott, JOWM (T) .avnssensoue 67/305 4-1-65, 5 Michigan 02/88 16/16 
68 Jones, Clarence (T)...nnn6-6/280 5-6-68 2 04/91 3/0 
Mi eves 6-3/287  3-9-67 2 Maryland FA(92 ou 
1-6-66 4 iowa 03/89 15/1 
4-21-65 5 Indiana 01/88 16/16 
7-27-67 3 Southwest Texas St. FA/92 o/0 
12-16-58 8B Brigham Young FA/85 16/16 
7-22-65 6 California D6a/87 15/15 
8-5-62 8 OhioState D1a/84 16/16 
6-8-66. 4 Minnesota 1/89 
9-17-68 A Oklahoma 06/92 = 
8-5-64 6 Notre Dame 01/86 16/11 
8-5-67 3 Wetvigio 02/90 15/5 
Hamilton, Keith (E) §-5-71 Ri Pittsburg! 04/92 = 
74 Howard, Erik ( 11-12-64 7 Washington State 020/86 8/4 
70 Marshall, Leonat 10-22-61 9 na State 02/83 16/16 
8-9-70 R cuse 010/92 — 
2-20-63 7 State 03/86 12/8 
12-25-68 — R Montana State 7/92 = 
4-12-67 3. Michigan FA/85 16/2 
8-29-62 9 Michigan State 01/84 16/15 
11-22-62 9 T-Dal/89 16/2 
6-29-64 T Ohio State D2b/86 16/16 
10-4-68 2 0 2/94 16/0 
10-25-68 92 ina 06/91 16/1 
2-18-62 9 Northwestern (La.) State D4a/84 16/15 
9-23-61 10 1anB/92 *9/0 
2-4-69 12. North Carolina, 04/81 4/4 
42-18-86 3 Virginia Tech FA/90 18/1 
1-16-64 7 CalStateFullerton 1868 16/15 
8-26-67 4 Eastern Kentucky 08/89 16/16 
8-20-66 4 Louisiana State 033/89 12 
3-17-67 5 Oregon PlanB/91 0/0 
5-9-68 2 Western illinois 08/91 16/0 
3-27-70 R We ton State 192. = 
4-15-69 R Arizona State. 192 — 
8-28-63 7 FA/89 42/1 
12-28-59 12 Gi State FASO 14/13 
23 Williams, Perry (CB).........6-2/203 5-12-61 9 NorthCarolinaStale 07/83 18/7 
Wright, Michael (CB) -....6-0/182 9-25-69 A Washington State 192 = 
SPECIALISTS 
9 Bahr, Matt (K).... wee 510/175 7-6-56 45 Penn State FA/90 13/0 
5 Landeta, Sean (P woeenns6-0/210  1-6-62 8 Towson State FAIBS 5/0 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP: 


Brian Allred, CB; Ramsey Bradberry, DB; Erle Bruun, P; Kevin Carroll, LB; David Cool, K; Robert Dressel, C; Nick 
Fineanganofo, T; Lave Bellare hel Pesan poe Lynn, RB; Kevin Mancini, G; 
oder!) LB; Corey LB; Scott Van Bellinger, LB; Randall Wallace, C; Torrey Wright, RB; Luba. 
“Not with Giants in 1991. 

Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


DID YOU KNOW. . . 


...that the Giants’ turnover ratio took a precipitous drop rhe ‘In 1990, they turned the ball over a feague- 
Tecord-low 14 times and forced opponents fo cough it up $4 times, a plus-20 diferential, Last year, they gave 
the ball away 23 times and took it from other teams on 21 occasions, a minus-two differential, 
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By PHIL ANASTASIA 
Camden (N.J.) Courier-Post 


ihe Philadelphia Eagles have 
j spent the last four years on the 
li verge of greatness. They haven't 
taken the next step up, but they haven't 
fallen back, either. 

The Eagles have won 41 regular- 
season games since 1988, a victory total 
surpassed by only four other National 
Football League teams. However, they 
haven't won a playoff game since 
Jimmy Carter was President. They lost 
three straight postseason games from 
1988-90 and failed to make the playoffs 
last year. 

Over that same period, the Eagles 
have seen two of their NFC East rivals 
(Washington and the New York Giants) 
win Super Bowls and a third (Dallas) 
rise from a laughingstock to a probable 
league power. 

“We all understand how serious this 
season is for us,” Coach Rich Kotite 
said. “This is a very, very important 
season for us from the standpoint of 
what kind of team we want to be and 
where we want to be at the end.” 

The Eagles never really recovered 
last season after star quarterback Ran- 
dall Cunningham suffered a season- 
ending knee injury in the first quarter 
of the first game. He was the one player 
Philadelphia could least afford to be 
without, and just how irreplaceable he 


Grounded 2 Tight end might bea 
problem for Philadelphia if Keith Jackson 
again becomes embroiled in difficult 
contract negotiations. 
ne 


was soon became evident. 

Still, the Eagles had the league's top- 
ranked defense and, combined with a 
healthy Cunningham in 92, are confi- 


Streagths: A trio of Pro. 
Bowl tmemen.(Aegple PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
White, Jerome Brown and QFFENSE ] 
NE Eee ee Ne Wn Barnet Green Kenny Jackson | | 
ers are outstanding. Three-time Pro LT. Heller D. Smith Floyd 
Bow! quarterback Randall Cun- 1G Selby Gray Schad 
ee MEER C Alexander Bingham Hudson 
Weaknesses: The offensive line s mediocre ®__Bruhin Hodtoa! Selby. 
at best, a big reason why the Eagles AT ___Davis Floyd 0. Smith 
elle a mn 1,000-yard Vedi qed TE Keith Jackson Shuler Johnson 
». Depth is a concern al ~ | 
fenalve ine att at tpi andcand tor al, M2 Witla pose i Senet 
their talent, the Eagles still haven'twona 98 tunaiboghany sels feldon. 
playoff game in 12 seasons, AB Byars Joseph Sherman 
Koys to success: Cunningham must regain AB Stacy Brooks Sikahema 
the mobility, confidence and timing he had | 
belate jis inj ibe lay by the of- | DEFENSE 
fensive line and a more effective running 
Ganewoletetepesutornm EAE Wammon Fas 
Sura signs of trovble: Cunningham sutfers 8 ee eter 
another injury and the team gets offtoa AT Brown Golic Jeter 
slow start After playing Desens RE Simmons Flores 
four games at home, the Eagles play 
Sinner 7 WY doe ta a 
‘That's a fact: The Eagles have won 10 sh 
games in a row in November and 15 of AL8___ Thomas Hager Bartley 
thelr fast 17 inthat month, BE. Allen Jenkins Barlow 
Coach Rich Kollte says: "We'fe going to CB 0. Smith Booty B.Smith 
makea run for itthisyear,WethinkWe're 55 ——Waters ‘Campbell 
going to be a really sérious contender, ee mae er 
ph ly 
SPECIALISTS 
K Ruzek 
p Feagles Cunningham 
KR___Sikahema Williams | 
PR Sikahema Sydner 
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dent they can make a strong run fora 
Super Bow! title of their own. 

e've been a good team for a long 
time,” running back Keith Byars said. 
“It’s time for us to be a great team.” 


COACHING 


Kotite did an impressive job in his 
first season as a head coach, Despite 
Cunningham's absence and the subse- 
quent use of four different starting 
quarterbacks, he coaxed the team to 10 
wins and keptitin contention for a play- 
off berth until the final week. 

However, like most of his veteran 
players, Kotite is under pressure to ad- 
vance deep into the playoffs. With Cun- 
ningham on the shelf in 1991, Kotite was 
freed of expectations. Not so in ‘92. 

Staff changes include the hiring of 
Larry Pasquale as special-teams coor- 
dinator and Bill Muir as offensive-line 
coach, Dave Atkins was switched from 
special teams to tight ends. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS —Cunningham made 
impressive progress during the off- 
season and is expected to be ready by 
the start of the regular season. What's 
unclear, however, is whether Cun- 
ningham will be the same daring, 
scrambling player he has been in the 
past. 

He is expected to wear a brace that 
will slightly limit his mobility. And he 
has vowed to take fewer chances. Look 
for Cunningham to unload the football 
sooner and make greater use of his 
teammates. 

The backup may come from a trio of 
veterans that includes Jim McMahon, 
Jeff Kemp and David Archer (who 
played well for the Sacramento entry in 
the World League last spring). Brad 
Goebel, who started two games as a 
rookie last year, also figures into the 
quarterback picture. 

The Eagles will groom Casey Weldon, 
a former star at Florida State, as a pos- 
sible future starter. Barring injury, 
however, Weldon looks like the No. 3 
quarterback this year. 

RUNNING BACKS—How bad was the 
Eagles’ running game in 1991? So bad 
that their leading rusher, James Jo- 
seph, had only 440 yards, the lowest 
team-leading figure in the league, 

Desperate for a feature back, Phila- 
delphia drafted two candidates last 
spring: second-rounder Siran Stacy of 
Alabama and fourth-rounder Tony 
Brooks of Notre Dame. 

Stacy bounced back from a severe 
knee injury and played well last season, 
rushing for 966 yards and 10 touch- 
downs. Brooks split time with others as 
a collegian but has the talent to emerge 
as Philadelphia’s top runner. 

Byars remains one of the top all- 
purpose backs in football. An excellent 
receiver, he caught 62 passes last sea- 
son and has averaged 71 receptions the 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


last four years. Byars also is an excel- 
lent blocker capable of playing either 
fullback or halfback. 

Heath Sherman is a workmanlike 
back who rushed for more than 100 
yards twice in 1990 but allowed excess 
weight to drag him down last year. He 
reported to May mini-camp in great 
shape, however, and could become a 
factor if Stacy and Brooks struggle in 
adjusting to the NFL. Joseph is a big, 
strong back the Eagles would like to 
use as a complement to the smaller, 
quicker rookies. 

RECEIVERS—The Eagles have an 
emerging star in third-year man Fred 
Barnett, who tied Byars for the team 
lead with 62 receptions despite all the 
problems at quarterback. Barnett is an 
athletic player and a true deep threat. 

Second-year man Calvin Williams isa 
solid possession receiver who has a 
knack for getting open in the end zone, 

The Eagles signed former Atlanta re- 
ceiver Floyd Dixon as a Plan B free 
agent. Roy Green played well in his 13th 
NFL season and has the savvy to stick 
around for another season. 

Tight end might bea problem if Keith 
Jackson again becomes embroiled in 
difficult contract negotiations. He 
missed all of training camp and two 
regular-season games in 1990 in a bitter 
contract squabble. 

On the field, Jackson is an excellent 
receiver who works well with Cun- 
ningham. He was a Pro Bowler from 
1988-90 but his production dropped off 
last season with Cunningham gone. 

Veteran Mickey Shuler, hampered by 
back problems, is hoping to play an- 
other season. The Eagles have high 
hopes for Maurice Johnson, a former 
rookie free agent who played well at the 
end of last year. 

LINEMEN—A trouble spot for years, 
the offensive line must play well in 1992 
with Cunningham on the mend. 

The key man is right tackle Antone 
Davis, who struggled as a rookie last 
year. He has great size and talent but 
needs to become more consistent. 

John Bruhin, signed from Tampa Bay 
via Plan B, is slated to start at right 
guard. David Alexander is set at center. 

The Eagles are counting on second- 
year man Rob Selby to emerge as a 
force at left guard. Veteran Ron Heller 
will play left tackle. 

Depth is a concern, especially at 
tackle. Young players Cecil Gray and 
Eric Floyd have talent but lack experi- 
ence. Veteran center Giy Bingham 
was signed via Plan B as a long- 


snapper. 
DEFENSE 
LINEMEN—This is the strongest part 
of a defense that ranked first against 
both the run and the pass last season. 
Three of the four linemen—ends Reg- 
gie White and Clyde Simmons and tack- 
le Jerome Brown—started in the Pro 
Bowl. Mike Pitts and Mike Golic are 
solid veterans. Last year, those five 


Continued 


1992 PHILADELPHIA EAGLES ROSTER 
colo ane 
7 lowaState Favs 0/0 
7 UNLV 02/85 WW 
2 Baylor FAI91 Ala 
12 Dartmouth FA/92 t14/7 
11 Brigham Young FA/90 1/11 
R Florida State 04/92 oF) 
39 R Notre Dame is = 
41 7 Ohio State 01/86. 16/16 
32 2 Auburn 7/91 16/3 
25 3 Fairmont (W.Va.) State PlanB/92* 14/0. 
45 8 Texas A&M 190 5/3 
23 67 4 Texas Aa! /89 16/5 
22 62 7 Ee Young PlanB/S2 0 *11/0. 
7 68 R Alabama 02/92 = 
6 66 3 Arkansas State 03/90 15/15 
84 7 Stephen F. Austin St. lanB/92 *10/3, 
81 ‘57 14_ Henderson State (Ark.)  FA/91 13/3 
80 66 4 Texas A&M f-Dal/90 16/0 
88 65 5 oma, 1/88 16/16 
83 62 9 Penn State FA/90 16/2 
87 2 Temple FA/S1 12/6 
49 68 1 Indiana (Pa.) FA/91 0/0 
82 5615 in Stat FA/90 Al0 
w 1-69 = R Hawaii 06/92 = 
69 67 3 Purdue 05/90 Rn 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN, 
72 Alexander, David (C) -nw.6-3/275 7-28-64 6 Tulsa 05/87 16/16 
65 Bingham, Guy (C).... 260 2. 13° Montana PlanB/s2* 13/0 
77 Boatwright, m 1 A Virginia Tech b7/92 = 
67 Bruhin, John (G). 1 5 Tennessee PlanB/92*10/6 
69 Conlin, Chris (G/ 6. 4 Penn State FA/S92 "8/2 
78 Davis, Antone (T) 2-28-67 2 Tennessee 01/91 16/15 
61 Floyd, Eric (G/ 1 65 = 2 Auburn PlanB/92 "2/0 
ra) cal (6/7) 2-16-68 2 North Carolina 09/90 212 
73 Heller, Ron 8-25-62 9 Penn State T-Sea/88 16/14 
68 Houston, 4-2-69 R homa 12/92 = 
1-29-68 2 Auburn ‘D11a/80 16/0 
9-12-59 10 Drake (la.) PlanB/91 16/13 
2-63. 4 Queens (Ontario) PlanB/89 0/0 
}-67 = 2 Auburn 03/91 13/0 
64 5 Tennessee FA/90 wit 
99 6 Miami (Fla.) 01/87 16/11 
9S 2 isville 11/91 4/0 
90 7 Notre Dame FA/87 16/6 
91 2 Kent 06/91 16/0 
98 -69 R Texas 03/92 = 
74 60 10 Alabama T-AU/87 16/15 
96 7 Western Carolina 1/86 16/16 
92 8 Tennessee ‘SupD1/84 16/16 
50 69 R Florida 09/92 = 
58 A Michigan State 08/92 =< 
56 64 6 Arizona 4/87 16/15 
54 66 4 Te 030/89 16/0 
59 -64 7 Texas-El Paso 8/86 16/16 
oT -68 2 Notre Dame 8/91 16/0 
co) 62 6 UNLV FA/90 16/0 
51 13-68 2 Texas A&M 04/91 16/7 
21 22-65 5 Arizona State 02/88 16/16 
24 70 R D5/s2 = 
42 65 5 Texas Christian PlanB/91 13/1 
v7 69 1 North Carolina State 02/91 0/0 
4 Fort Valley (Ga.) St. FA/92 0/0 
48 i 9 ist 183 16/16 
46 64 5 North Carolina State 011/88 4/5, 
29 70 R 010/92 = 
: Ee ork SE a 
3 z 
26 67 3 Georgia 1/80. 10/10 
30 22-65 2 Missouri “A/90 15/1, 
20 40-62 9 Cheyney (Pa.) FA/B4 46/16! 
5 Feagles, Jett 5 Miami (Fia.) W-NE/! 16/0 
6 Howfield, tan 2 Tennessee FA/S92 *9/0 
7 Ruzek, Roger 60 6 Weber State FA/89 16/0 
10 Tudors, Pumpy (P 68 R UT-Chattanooga 11/92 — 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP: 
Ll re alr ; Tim Christ, T; Gregory Daniels, TE; Titus Dixon, WR/KR; 
Brian Dowler, WR; Peter ives, RB; Stacy Harrison, DB; Bill Hess, WR; Stacy Hunter, 
TE; Dale Joseph, CB; Chad McMillan, C; Melvin Patterson, WR; Carl Smith, RB; Quintin Smith, WR; Kip Texada, 
CB; Ronnie Williams, TE; Harvey 
“Not with Eagles in 1991. 
includes totals with both Eaales and another NFL team in 1991. Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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PHILADELPHIA ESGres 


Stadium (capacity, surface}: Veterans Stadium 
eke Information: 215-463. 5500, 

Flagship radio station: WYSP, 

Training site: West ei} ‘avery, ‘West Chester, 

Pa,; 215-463-2500. 


10-39 yd. TOs 


;GORCHES 1992 SCHEDULE 
Head coach: Rich Sept. _§—NEW ORLEANS 1:00 
ferteepali es ‘Atkins int ends). Sept. 13—at Phoenix 5:00 
Zeke Bratkowski (quarterbacks). Sept. 20—DENVER 4:00 
Lew Carpenter (receivers). Sept. 27—Open date 
Bud Carson (defensive coorsinatst/ Secon Oct. _5—DALLAS (Mon.) 9:00 
Peter Giunta deta assistant). Oct. 11—atKansas City 12:00 
‘Dale Haupt (defensive line). Oct. 18—atWashington 100, 
‘Bill Muir urate line). Oct. 25—PHOENIX 1:00 
Larry [special-teams coordinator). Nov. 1—at Dallas 3:00 
Jim ‘Yecnarell inebackers). Nov. 8—L.A-RAIDERS 1:00 
Jim Williams (strength aigenerioninn Noy. 15—Green Bay at Milwaukee 12:00 
Richard Wood (running backs). bag 22—atN.Y. Giants i 
iov. k 
RECORDS/RANKINGS Dee INNES i 
1991 regular-season record: 10-6 (3rd in NFC East); Dec, 20—WASHINGTON 1:00 
aae ae ivision; 6-6 in conference; 4-4 at home; 6-2 Dec. 27—N.Y. GIANTS 4:00 
rH fetesesto Alltimes local. All games Sunday unless noted. 
ie eae eed coewe 6 in one season with 1991 RESULTS 
ia fies postseason record: None. Sept. 1—atGreen Bay W 20-3 
rogord ast ve ars: 48 40-31 (608, ranks T7thin Sept. 8—PHOENIX L 10-26 
Jeague in that span). Sept. 15—at Dallas Ww 24-0 
1991 team rankings: NEC NEL Sept. 22—PITTSBURGH Wo 23-14 
1 25 Sept. 30—at Wi jton L 0-23 
W 21 |, Oct. sehen ks Lo 13-14 
9 20 Oct. 13—NEW ORLEAI L 6-13 
9 18 Oct. 20—Open dat 
Total defense. 1 1 Oct, 27—SAN Fraosco L 7-23 
Rushing defen: 1 1 Nov. 4—N.Y. GIANTS W 30-7 
Passing defen: 1 1 Nov. 10—at Cleveland W 32-30 
Scoring defense... 4 5 Nov. 17—CINCINNATI W 17-10 
Takeaways. 11 agi Nov. 24—atPhoenix W 34-13 
Giveaways 13 T26 Dec. 2—atHouston Ww 13-6 
Turriover differential ruse 4 8 Dec. fan N.Y. Giants W 19-14 
Sacks... 1 1 Dec. 15—DALLAS L 13-25 
Sacks allowed. TI2 T22 Dec. ZB WASHINGTON W 24-22 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA 1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Roger Ruzek, 111 pts. (27/29 
PATS, 26/33 FGs). 

el band Keith Jackson, 35 pts, (5 re- 
Fascia: Jim McMahon, 2298 yds, (311 att, 187 


60.1%, 1270s, 11 
Samed Joveph, 40 yas. (195att,33.avg,.3 


TOs); Eric 
ees 56 (79 solo, 77 assisted). 
Sacks: Reggle White, 15. 

i ih Feagles, 41.6 avg. (87 punts, 3,640 yds., 
Pra atu: fod Haris, 7.8 avg, (Batt 41648, 0 


Ket returns: Rod Harris, 16.9 avg. (28 att., 473 
yds.,0 TDs). 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only 
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players combined for 41.5 sacks. 

White is the consummate left end, 
able to stuff the run and rush the pas- 
ser. Brown might be the best run- 
stopping lineman in the league. Sim- 
mons is a classic right end, rangy and 
athletic. 

The Eagles drafted Tommy Jeter of 
Texas in the third round to push Pitts 
and Golic. Second-year men Andy Har- 
mon and Mike Flores also figure in the 


mix. 

LINEBACKERS —Solid but unspec- 
tacular for several years, this unit took 
a step forward in 1991. 

The best of the group is Seth Joyner, 
the left outside man who was named to 
his first Pro Bowl after a sensational 
season. Joyner is an all-around talent 
who can stop the run, drop into cover- 
age or rush the passer. 

Middle linebacker Byron Evans is 
good against the run but average in cov- 
erage, Right linebacker William Tho- 
mas is thin but athletic and instinctive. 
He looked like a future star at times 
during his rookie year. 

Depth is a concern. Britt Hager, Ken 
Rose and Scott Kowalkowski are good 
on special teams but have little experi- 
ence in regular situations. Rookie 
Chuck Bullough of Michigan State 
could be an eighth-round find. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The secondary 
was excellent in '91, but there are con- 
cerns in '92. 

Left cornerback Ben Smith tore up 
his knee in November and isn’t ex- 
pected back until after the start of the 
season. In the meantime, former free 
agent Otis Smith is expected to take 
Ben Smith's spot. Otis Smith played 
well at times last year. 

Right cornerback Eric Allen is a two- 
time Pro Bowler, He's a smooth cover- 
age man who intercepted five passes in 
‘ol. 

Safeties Wes Hopkins and Andre Wa- 
ters were solid as well last year, but 
both are past 30 and on the downside of 
good careers. Jesse Campbell, who 
spent his rookie year on injured re- 
serve, could push Waters for playing 


SPECIALISTS 


The Eagles were weak both return- 
ing kicks and covering them last year, 
so they hired Pasquale to make things 
right. 

It's hoped that Vai Sikahema, a 
former Pro Bowler signed through Plan 
B, can juice things up on the return 
teams. Sixth-round pick Jeff Sydner 
was an electrifying kick returner at Ha- 
waii. 

Veteran punter Jeff Feagles, who 
struggled some last year, will be chal- 
lenged by Pumpy Tudors, a three-time 
Division I-AA All-America. 

Roger Ruzek, who missed just seven 
kicks last year (five 
field-goal attempts, 
two extra-point tries), 
will retain Phila- 
delphia’s placekicking 
duties, 
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Woeful Cards continue to lose games and fans 


By LLOYD HERBERG 
The Arizona Republic 


dinals go? 

As they enter their fifth Na- 
tional Football League season in the 
desert since moving from St. Louis in 
1988, the Cardinals aren’t exactly re- 
vered by the home folks or feared by 
their opponents. 

There's good reason. The Cardinals 
ended last season with an eight-game 
losing streak, the franchise's longest 
season-ending skid since 1944, Their 4- 
12 record landed them in the basement 
of the NFC East for the second consecu- 
tive season, and their 12 defeats were 
their most ever. 

The Cardinals’ record since moving 
west is 21-43. Not surprisingly, at- 
tendance has plummeted. Season- 
ticket sales have dwindled from a high 
of 55,000 in 1988 to about 20,000 this year. 

Yet, despite it all, Joe Bugel has re- 
mained optimistic. He is not a beaten 
man, even if his team has been beaten 
23 times in the 32 games since he took 
over as coach in 1990. 

“We want to winy” he said. “We want 
to win right now, and I think the expec- 

. tations are high among ourselves.” 

If not among others. 


COACHING 


Bugel is entering the third year of a 


] ust how low can the Phoenix Car- 


‘Streagths: For a change 
pti sae: elena 


Key Cardinal: Phoenix needs Timm 
Rosenbach to return fully healthy from the 
knee injury that wiped out his 1991 
season. 


four-year contract, and the heat is on. 
No one is betting yet that he'll become 
the fourth Cardinals coach since 1985 to 
be replaced, but the odds aren’t in his 
favor. 

Bugel is taking a hands-on approach 
to the offensive line, a disaster area last 


PROBABLE DEPTH GHART 


Ue tats eas OFEENSE 
strong safety Tim McDonald = . 
and outside lnabackers Ken E. Jones R. Hill T.Williams 
Harvey and Freddie Joe Nunn are re Sharpe W. Williams Christy 
PF impact: lvoe players. The special) (sg vila Watt Cunningham 
ee ee eee Me) C Lewis Cunningham 
Weaknesses: Both lines are questionable, SL Smith Wolf Cunningham 
‘And when it comes to running the football, AT May Wolf Christy 
th sated cy i Ras rant se t abot it TE Reeves Ware 
nee ove ia Proeh R.Hil T.Williams 
prlaghinws lett accsa) eee eat Sacea 
Key to success: The return of a healthy 2 
Timm Rosenbach at: back. Ifhe can Johnson Thompson 1. Brown 
regain his prior lity after having re- HB Rolle Bailey 
ye knee reson ‘the offense 
sould blossom. Rosenbach’s scrambling DEFENSE 
shay hs funning gameanderases © je Swann M. jones Faulkner 
Sure sign of trouble: A slow start. That MT Wahler Bankston ‘Swann 
would undoubtedly heat up rumors about RE Faulkner M. Jones ‘Swann 
Jee! Bugel' ; Ie ‘Status and create locker- LOLB Nunn ‘Small Braxton 
bill eased LLB Stowe Coleman Hyche } 
That's a fact: Since to Phoenix in = | 
Ta ee tee ore eo) muse. Kil Coleman Hyche 
son with a losing st aeake Sn/88 Iwas five AOLB Harvey ‘Small Braxton | 
defeat three; "91, eight. ce Massey" Lynch Taylor 
Coach Jou Bugel says: “Our football team cg A. Will Lynch D. Davis 
Te ey atv) 3 HeDonalé——Dueson Zordich 
provethat hey canwin.” FS__Zordich Eilers D.Davis 
SPECIALISTS 
KG. Davis 
3 P Camarillo ! 
KR Bailey RHill 
PA Bailey Proeht RHill ‘| 
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season. It was a big reason the running 
game, too, was a disaster, resulting in 
the firing of line coach Tom Lovat and 
running-backs coach Bobby Hammond. 

The jury is still out on offensive coor- 
dinator Jerry Rhome, who is respected 
for his ability to develop quarterbacks. 
No such questions confront defensive 
coordinator Fritz Shurmur, who built a 
respectable defense last season. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—Timm Rosenbach 
is the key man here, if not on the entire 
team, The Cardinals need him to return 
fully healthy from the knee injury that 
wiped out his 1991 season. The Phoenix 
offense slumped from 18th in the league 
in 1990 to 27th without him, 

If Rosenbach can't play, Chris Chan- 
dler will. Picked up off waivers last No- 
vember from Tampa Bay, Chandler has 
the athletic ability and competitiveness 
that Bugel and Rhome love. But as a 
quarterback, he’s no sure thing. It's 
also not certain that Chandler will ac- 
cept being a backup and not become a 
disruptive force, as he was perceived to 
be with the Bucs and Indianapolis Colts. 

After losing Tom Tupa and Stan 
Geibaugh (who combined to start 14 
games last season) via Plan B, the Car- 
dinals used their first draft pick (a sec- 
ond-rounder) on Penn State quarter- 
back Tony Sacca. But Sacca won't be 
ready this season, so expect Phoenix to 
sign a veteran free agent if Rosenbach 
or Chandler gets hurt. 

RUNNING BACKS— Opposing defenses 
dared the Cardinals to pass last season 
by using eight- and nine-man fronts. 
When the Cards couldn't, the running 
game was grounded, 

Phoenix averaged just 80.9 yards 
rushing per game and didn’t have a 100- 
yard rushing performance. 

Johnny Johnson, a Pro Bowler as a 
rookie in 1990, didn't come close to 
matching that success. A heel injury 
slowed him initially, but Johnson rarely 
flashed any of his previous explosive- 
ness. His longest run in 196 carries was 
only 21 yards, 

Anthony Thompson is durable and de- 
pendable running between the tackles, 
but his lack of outside speed keeps him 
ina backup role. 

If Bugel wants a bigger back, he 
could use Ivory Lee Brown, a seventh- 
round pick in ‘91 who starred with San 
Antonio of the World League last 
spring. Brown, however, has had trou- 
ble grasping the offensive system. 

RECEIVERS— Phoenix potentially 
could have one of the NFL's better re- 
ceiving trios in Ernie Jones, Ricky 
Proehl and Randal Hill, who combined 
to catch 159 passes for 2,218 yards and 
seven touchdowns last season. 

Jones is a big-play, physical player 
who caught a team-high 61 passes. He 
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COACHES 1992 SCHEDULE 
Leeelgaberd tlc Sept. 6—at Tampa Ba) 4:00 
Asie Jerry Rhome (tfensive coordina. | Sept. 13--PHILADELPHIA 300 
Fritz Shurmur (defensive coordinator). ¥ 
Joe Pascale (outside linebackers). 1:00 
John Matsko (offensive tine), 1,00 
Bobby Jackson (running backs). 1:00 
Ted Plumb (receivers) 1,00 
Tea cote (celensiveline) 2.00 
Jim Johnson (defensive backs). fh 1:00 
Mike ery ibe mae ea sant Nov, 100 
Pete Rodriguez (special tea Nov. 2:00 
Bob Rogui (strength and conditioning). is ie aM 
RECORDS/RANKINGS tee 2-athaaee ay 
1091 regular-season record: 4-12 (Sth in NFC East); | Dec. 27—TAMPA 2:00 
etn cian SAE Conference; 2-6 at home, 2 All times local. apron unless noted 
1991 playot recerd: Non, 
ba ago oa 928. two nates 1991 RESULTS 
MiNi Garona Sept. 1—atL.A: Rams Wo zat 
record: Ni Sept. 6—at Philadel W 26-10 
‘Team record last five years: 28-51 (.954, ranks 26th in | Sept. Le oy 
i Sept 22—DALLAS t oo 
1 team rankings: WEE OMFL | Sept, 29—-NEW ENGLAND W210 
Pata neo 4-2 | Oct 6—atWY. Giants L 8-20 
Rushing offense... os 13-28 | Det 3 —atMinaescta L713 
rascal 13-28 | Oct 20-ATLANTA W 16-10 
Lat Mo 2 | oct. 27—MINNESOTA L 0-28 
ay ‘6 | Nov. 3~atDallas Lo 7a 
4 28 | Nov. 10-—-N.Y. GIANTS ct 4.21 
5 7 | Nov. 17—atSan Francisco C 10-16 
"2 T22 | Noy. 24—PHILADELPHIA L434 
4 TS | Dec. 1—Opendate 
4 21 | Dec _8—WASHINGTON L 420 
To TH | Dec. 15-—at Denver L 19-24 
BTA | Dos. 22—NEW ORLEANS L327 
MISCELLANEOUS DAT Wea tn 2 
A Searing (ticking); Grog Davis. 82 pts (19/19 PATS. 
ae {eapatity. surface): Sun Devil Stadium 21/30 FGs). i 
grass). ‘Scoring (towchdewts): Johany Johnson, 36 pts. (4 
iedtina ik BER ya tyencs 
is x ds. a 
Training site: rtona University, Fagstatt, | Peaet gon. ye. fis ves. (SiS alt. i Lomo, 
Aria; 602-379-0107. ty ee Johnson, 666 yds. (196 att. 34 
Potptoet: Pinte Jooes. 61 (957 ys, 157 avp.. 4 
Intrepies: Aeneas Wins, 8 (600s 0703) 
Tackles: Eric Hill, 108 (62 ae assisted) 
Sucks: Ken Harvey. 9 (60 yd 
ch Caeario, 453 avg, (76 punts, 3,445 
yds. Tbiocked) 
Post heen 7 John Jackson, 7.9 avg. (31 all, 244 
Htat taps: Larry Centers, 206 avg. (16 att. 330 
yds..0 TDs), 
1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 
‘Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only 
# 
2 
ara Nae 
a 
4 
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also is a fierce blocker but needs to be- 
come more consistent. 

Proehl is a darting, possession-type 
receiver with enough speed to go deep, 
He didn’t elevate his game after an ex- 
cellent rookie season, but that may 
have been due to Rosenbach’s absence, 

Hill, who cost the Cardinals their 1992 
No. 1 draft pick in a trade with Miami, 
has the kind of blazing speed this team 
desperately needs, 

The tight end again will be Walter 
Reeves, who has caught just 27 passes 
in 47 career NFL games, 

LINEMEN—The offensive line was ex- 
pected to be a team strength last year. 
It turned out to be a weakness. 

Tootie Robbins and Derek Kennard 
ure now gone, and Luis Sharpe, the Car- 
dinals’ starting left tackle for a decade, 
has demanded to be traded. The Cards 
have shopped Sharpe and could ulti- 
mately release him. 

New faces on the line this year in- 
clude former San Diego tackle Mark 
May, signed as a Plan B free agent, and 
guard Danny Villa, acquired in a trade 
with New England. The Cardinals also 
drafted four linemen last spring. 

If Sharpe departs, his likely replace- 
meant will be Willie Williams, a 300- 
pound former tight end. The Cards also 
will give rookies Jeff Christy and Brian 
Brauninger a close look. 

Villa, a player whose toughness was 
questioned in New England, is penciled 
in at left guard, a position where three 
players started at one time or another 
jast year. 

Center Bill Lewis is a smart, tough, 
hard-working player who also calls all 
the offensive formations. His bad back 
is a concern, however, and one reason 
why the Cards drafted Washington cen- 
ter Ed Cunningham in the third round. 

Lance Smith has started all but one 
game at right guard since 1987. He isa 
classic overachiever who'll be 
challened by Joe Wolf, a 1989 first- 
round pick still looking for a permanent 


position. 
DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—The defensive line was as 
disappointing as its offensive counter- 
part last year. The linemen combined 
for just 714 sacks and yielded an aver- 
age of 133.5 rushing yards a game. 

Eric Swann, drafted sixth overall in 
‘91, was slowed by injuries early in his 
rookie year, But he later showed flash- 
es of remarkable ability and finished 
strong, 

Starting nose tackle Jim Wahler, 
whose motor never idles, is coming off 
the best season of his three-year ca- 
reer. But Wahler can wear down and 
get pushed around, so the Cards hope 
Michael Bankston, a fourth-round draft 
pick, can give him rest on occasion. 

Jeff Faulkner started 14 games after 
being a Plan B signee last year. He's a 
hard worker with good quickness, but 
he doesn’t provide much of a pass rush. 

Mike Jones, a No. 2 pick last year, 
was considered a bust before playing 
better late in the season. 
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LINEBACKERS—Shurmur built his de- 
fense around this group, which includes 
former first-round picks Ken Harvey, 
Freddie Joe Nunn and Eric Hill. 

Harvey has led Phoenix in sacks the 
last three years and forces opponents to 
double-team him. He has tremendous 
range but is on the small side. 

Nunn returned to outside linebacker 
last season after five seasons at end. He 
has great speed, is relentless in pursuit 
and plays hard all the time. 

Hill has a chance to become a star, 
He was moved around his first two 
years before finally being put at inside 
linebacker last season, He is powerful, 
has good range and led the team in 
tackles (107) last season, 

Tyronne Stowe, the other inside line- 
backer, is a fierce hitter who surprised 
the coaching staff with his production. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Cornerback Ae- 
neas Williams last season became the 
first rookie since Dallas’ Everson Walls 
in 1981 to share the NFC lead in inter- 
ceptions (six). Williams is an intelligent 
playmaker who has the swagger of a 
veteran. 

Robert Massey, acquired in a trade 
from New Orleans, probably will re- 
place Lorenzo Lynch at the other cor- 
nerback spot. Massey's 1991 season was 
interrupted due toa bout with viral hep- 
atitis, but he has the physical abilities 
to play the position. Lynch is a heavy 
hitter who would make a perfect nickel 
back. 

Tim McDonald, who may be the best 
strong safety in the NFL, was voted to 
his second Pro Bowl despite missing 
the final three games with a fractured 
ankle. 

Veteran Dave Duerson, who filled in 
after McDonald was injured, will be a 
backup this year, 

Free safety Michael Zordich is an in- 
telligent player who calls the defensive 
signals, but he lacks the speed and pro- 
duction the Cardinals want (just one i 
terception in '91), Plan B signee Pat Eil- 
ers is similar to Zordich but has more 
speed. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Phoenix has one of the NFL's best 
kicking tandems in punter Rich Cama- 
rillo and place-kicker Greg Davis. 

Camarillo is coming off his third Pro 
Bowl after leading the league in net av- 
erage (38.9 yards) and finishing third in 
gross average (45.3). The latter figure 
ranks second-best in Cardinals history. 

Davis, too, was superb, not missing a 
field goal under 40 yards and kicking 
three of 50 yards or more. Overall, he 
hit on 70 percent of his attempts (21-for- 
30) and had 11 touchbacks on kickoffs. 

The Cardinals also cover kicks well, 
although they'll miss Ron Wolfley, a 
former Pro Bowler signed by Cleveland 
in Plan B. They're hop- 
ing Johnny Bailey, the 
former Chicago Bear, 
can supply some 
much-needed explo- 
siveness on returns. 


Wo, QUARTERBACKS: RL/WL Bora. 
17 Chandler, Chris 10-12-65 
ibach, Tir 10-27-66 
6-5/234 4-17-70 
RUNNING BACKS 
20 Bailey, Johnny (KR) 5-8/180 3-17-67 
33. Brown, Ivory Lee. 2/230, 69 


37 Centers, Larry... 
39. Johnson, Johnny 
82 Rolle, Butch (H; 
34 Thompson, Anthony 
44 Yarbrough, Reggie (| 
‘RECEIVERS: 
25 Blount, Eric (KR) .. 
84 Brown, Eddie. 
83 Edwards, Ani 
36 Harry, Carl, 
81 Hill, Rand: 
80 Jackson, J 
86 Jones, Ernie... 
85 Jorden, Tim ( 
87 Proehl, Ricky 
89 Reeves, Waltt 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
70 Baxley, Robert (T). 
85 Brauninger, Brian 
62 Christy, Jeff (T). 


60 
63. 
65 
74 Villa, Danny (G). 9-21-64 
60 Williams, Willie (T) 8-6-67 


68 Wolf, Joe (6) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 

63. Bankston, Michael (NT) 6§-1/285 3-12-70 

‘94 Faulkner, Jeff (E) 6-4/305 4-4-64 

91 Henson, David (NG) 6-2/280 11-28-67 

75 Jones, Mike (E) 8-25-69 

76 Patterson, Craii 7-18-64 

98 Swann, 8-16-70 

66 Wahler, Jim (| 7-29-66 

96 Wilson, Lance (NG 5-14-69 

LINEBACKERS 

54 Braxton, David . 26-65, 
- 14-64 
6-65 
- 14-66 
12-63 
16-63 
13-68 
9-62 
|-30-66 
30-65 
9-68 


35 Williams, Aeneas (CB 
38 Zordich, Mike (S) .. 


11-29-59 


‘SPECIALISTS: 
16 Camarillo, Rich (P 
10-29-65 


5 Davis, Greg (K) 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


“Not with Cardinals in 1991. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
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Cottege 
Washington 
Washington State 


R Penn State 


PREGoneyeaiD BerH8V.8iL 


BNOwarutntSnzww 


AOSNONOBOUs DeaNnonwmom 


Onraasanwsn 


Texas A&l 
Arkansas-Pine Bluff 
Stephen F. Austin State 
San Jose State 
Michigan State 
Indiana 

Cal State Fullerton 


North Carolina 
Louisiana Tech 

New Mexico Highlands 
Utah 


Miami (Fla.), 
Southern California 
Indiana 

Indiana 

Wake Forest 


Auburn 
Central (Okla.) State 
Western Ontario 


lowa 
‘Oklahoma 
Pittsburgh 
Washington 
Hawaii 
Nebraska 
Pittsburgh 
North Alabama 
UCLA 


Lovisiana State 
Florida A&M 
Arizona State 
Louisiana State 
Boston College 


‘Sam Houston State 
Southern (La.) 
Arkansas Central 
North Carolina State 
Brigham Young 
None 

UCLA 

Texas 


Wake Forest 
Southern Mississippi 
California 
peas ale ) 
ivingston (Ala. 
Florida State 
Virginia Tech 
Mississippi 
Eastern Kentucky 
Rutgers 
‘Wyoming 


Clemson 

Notre Dame 

Notre Dame 

Texas A&M 
Sacramento State 
North Carolina Central 
Southern California 
San Jose State 
Southern (La.) 

Penn State 


Washington 
The Citadel 


includes totals with both Cardinals and another NFL team in 1991. 


DID YOU KNOW. . . 


- that the Cardinals were shut out twice in the same season for the first time since 1955? 


PlanB/92 
D7/91 
90. 


De 
03/91 
PlanB/89 


FA/89. 
PlanB/91 


1992 PHOENIX CARDINALS ROSTER 
NFL 


‘91 Games 


GP/6S 


Verlond Brown, WR; Roderick Coleman, TE; Doug Dutton, DT; Bernard Edwards, WR; Robert Jackson, WR; Andy. 
Kelly, QB; James Richards, G; Keith Rucker, DL; Tony Sands, RB; Kelly Sims, CB; Alphonso Taylor, DL. 


NFC EAST 
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Washington seeking to repeat Super success 


By RICHARD JUSTICE 
Washington Post 


magical season in 1991, a year in 
which they rolled up a club-record 
17 victories in 19 games, the last one a 
37-24 destruction of the Buffalo Bills in 
the Super Bowl. 

Using almost any measuring stick for 


T he Washington Redskins had a 


j greatness, the Redskins measured up. 


They scored more points than any other 
team (485) and allowed the second- 
fewest (224). The average differential 
in their 19 games was 16.3 points, and 
seven of their victories were by 20 
points or more. Their starting quarter- 
back, Mark Rypien, came of age at 29. 
Running back Earnest Byner, 17 days 
older than Rypien, rushed for more 
than 1,000 yards for the second straight 
year. They had the NFL's most reliable 
place-kicker (Chip Lohmiller, the 
league scoring leader) and one of its 
best kick returners (Brian Mitchell). 
But the Redskins proved time and 
again that they were more than a team 
with just a few key players. Whenever 
they needed someone to make a big 


| play, someone usually did. Most impor- 


tant, they did all the little things and 
made few mistakes. 

“Coaching this team was a pleasure 
because everyone worked toward the 
same goal and we stayed healthy,” 
Coach Joe Gibbs said. “That's what you 


Strangths: Joe Gibbs, 
who has guided Wash- 


Triumphant comeback: Charles Mann 
rebounded nicely from a frustrating 1990 
season to record a team-high 11.5 sacks 
and return to the Pro Bowl. 


want every season, but it rarely works 
out. This was one to enjoy.” 

If Washington plays as mistake-free 
and stays as injury-free in 1992, there's 
no reason it can’t enjoy this year, too, 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


ington to three Super 
Victories in the lst decade Is OFFENSE | 
the NFL’s best coach, The offense Monk Sanders Hobbs. | 
person ache} own 
hasan aay ol bg play personnel i Lachey RB 
and the game's premier tine, UG ___McKenzie Elewonibi | 
Weakness: Age. This team Is getting old In’ ¢ —— Bostic ‘Adickes | 
a lot of areas and again is counting on 
some Plan Bree agents'to provide contri» 86 ___Schlereth Gabbard 
butidns on defense. The Redskins also AT Jacoby Simmons Elewonibl | 
met a eae eal Te___ Warren Jenkins Wilkins | 
(ay 10 success; Avoiding the typical Pane wa Clark Howard | 
championship-season hangove = | 
eral Manager Charly Casserly faced a 98 ypien Ruitiedga ae 
monutoenta taskinigetting unsigned vet- AB __-Byner Ervins Settle | 
erans Mark Rypien, Darrell Green and Jim | 48 Orr Middleton Brandes | 
Lachey: into camp on time and keeping 
some other underpaid veterans happy. DEFENSE | 
Sure sign of trouble: i Charles Mann or Dar- 
rell Green gets hurt, Both players are cris- mast Hani sicoains 
cla} to the defense, and the combination of it Williams Geathers | 
{ill-inplayers and Richie Petithon'scom- ATT. Johnson Wilson | 
ee edt le, nce RE Stokes Willis Buck 
‘sa n't throw a 
Inlercepton nfs awn endofthafiektast | +& ——AColin, Coleman | 
Season. Fhe best fed position or an op La Couvele Sogits 
ponent after an interception was a Dallas LB Marshall Caldwell | 
Sain an Vette tt 43. ta _D.Green 'S. Johnson Mays 
ich Joe ‘Says: “There are a lot of 
reasons teanis don't repeat and) we've C8 Mayhew AJ. Johnson 
been through some of them Here. Your $$ Copeland water 
season iS a month longer and that means FS Edwards Hoage 
your off-season work starts later than 
acm iat thinks they'rebet- SPECIALISTS 
n really are and get il 
tout ther contracts, Vou Took up at the Eten 
end of training camp and you're still soly- ot 
ing problems that youllike to getdoneat KA Howard Ervins 
the beginning.” PR Howard Mitchell 
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Gibbs was looser, more open and 
more relaxed than eyer before in the 
days prior to the Super Bowl. After a 
decade in Washington, he has learned 
how to budget his time, spending far 
more time with his wife, Pat, and two 
sons during the off-season than he ever 
did before. 

During the season, however, Gibbs is 
as focused on winning as any coach in 
the league, From about mid-July on, 
100-hour weeks are the rule, not the ex- 
ception. And the proof is in the recor 
Gibbs’ 130 career victories rank No. 12 
all-time, and seven of his 11 Washington 
teams have gone to the playoffs, four 
times to the Super Bowl (winning 
three). No active coach has won as 
many Super Bowls. 

Gibbs said last season's Redskin play- 
ers were so easy to work with that 
“they kind of took the coaches along for 
the ride.” That may be true, but it was 
Gibbs who decided before training 
camp that there would be no quarter- 
back controve: between Rypien and 
Stan Humphries. Gibbs picked Rypien, 
and then built the offense around him. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—Last season was 
do-or-die for Rypien in Washing- 
ton—and he did, No small amount of 
credit goes to an offensive scheme 
geared to his strengths and a line that 
protected him better than any quarter- 
back in football. But nothing can be 
taken away from Rypien, either, who 
became the steadiest leader this team 
has had since Joe Theismann retired in 
1985. 

Rypien is almost the prototype of 
what Gibbs wants in a player: a hard 
worker with intelligence. He'll never 
have the physical tools of a John Elway 
or a Dan Marino, but Rypien’s smarts 
allow Gibbs to throw an encyclopedia of 
plays his way. Gibbs felt so good about 
his quarterback's ability to make deci- 
sions at the line of scrimmage last sea- 
son that he used the no-huddle offense 
more and more often late in the year. 

No one threw a better deep ball than 
Rypien, who completed 17 passes of at 
least 45 yards (including six of 60 or 
more). His 97.9 rating was the best 
among NFL quarterbacks who played 
in all 16 regular-season games. 

RUNNING BACKS—Byner and rookie 
Ricky Ervins provided a solid one-two 
punch out of the backfield, with Byner's 
great hands and veteran smarts a per- 
fect complement to Ervins’ speed. They 
were virtual co-starters late in the 
year. Gerald Riggs was used exclu- 
sively as a short-yardage back but, with 
John Settle and Mitchell scheduled to 
get more playing time in training camp, 
Riggs could have a tough time making 
the team. 

One big question that needs to be re- 
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solved is how Gibbs will divide the play- 
ing time between Byner and Ervins. He 
seems inclined to make Byner the start- 
er and use Ervins in relief. A year ago, 
the coaching staff was worried about 
Byner having to carry the ball 30 times 
a game. With Ervins around, the coach- 
es don't have to worry. 

RECEIVERS— When the most explosive 
receiver in college football one season 
figures to be used primarily to return 
kicks as an NFL rookie the following 
year, you know the team he’s joining is 
loaded with receivers, And Washington 
is. 

This team had a terrific receiving 
corps even before the addition of No. 1 
draft choice Desmond Howard, the 1991 
Heisman Trophy winner. The Redskins 
felt Howard was too great a talent to 
pass up, so General Manager Charley 
Casserly traded up two spots in last 
April's draft to get him. 

As good as Howard is, however, his 
time spent catching passes in 1992 is 
likely to be limited. Veterans Gary 
Clark, Art Monk and Ricky Sanders 
still have a lot left. 

Clark, who went to his fourth Pro 
Bowl last season, was unstoppable the 
last two months, He caught 70 passes 
overall (10 for touchdowns) for 1,340 
yards, the second-highest total in the 
league. He has caught at least 70 passes 
the last three seasons. 

The tall, graceful Monk is entering 
his 12th season and still going strong. 
He has caught 801 passes in his career 
(71 last year) and needs just 19 more to 
supplant Steve Largent atop the NFL's 
all-time list. He also has caught at least 
one pass in 132 straight games. 

Sanders saw his playing time re- 
duced when two tight ends were used 
for long stretches, but he remains, like 
Clark, an explosive receiver. 

Don Warren, Terry Orr and Ron Mid- 
dleton got most of the playing time at 
tight end/H-back in '91 and probably 
will again this season. 


LINEMEN— Washington's line is the 
envy of the league. Left tackle Jim La- 
chey is the best in the business, and 
right tackle Joe Jacoby is still going 
strong as he begins his 12th season, 
Guards Mark Schlereth and Raleigh 
McKenzie finally won full-time jobs last 
season, and Schlereth went to his first 
Pro Bowl. Center Jeff Bostic, the only 
original Hog remaining besides Jacoby, 
also played well in 1991, 

Ed Simmons, who began last season 
as the starting right tackle, will be a 
backup this year after having knee sur- 
gery. Ray Brown and Mo Elewonibi, 
both of whom spent last year on injured 
reserve, will provide depth. Both are 
tackles by trade, but they also can play 


guard. 

LINEMEN—Casserly’s best moves 
since becoming general manager three 
years ago have been the acquisition of 
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4-22-61 
9-18-58 
42-12-62 
12-16-65 
10. 

(Ps 


Siever, Pal 
76 Simmons, Ed (T) 


IE 
99 Buck, Jason (E| 
Collins, Shane (E: 
97 Geathers, James 
Hinkle, George 
78 Johnson, Tim 
71 Mann, Charles, 
60 Stokes, Fred (E| 
75 Williams, Eric 
Willis, Keith 
Wilson, 
LINEBACKERS: 
-68 
63. 
4-57 
6B 
14-64 
18-62 
68 
10-69 
DEFENSIVE BACKS. 
26 Copeland, Danny (S) 2/213 1-24-66, 
27 Ethan ad 2/207 3-22-66 
28 Green, Darrell (CB 8/170 2-15-60. 
36 Gulledge, David (: 1/203 10-26-67 
34 Hoage, Terry (S) 6-2/201 4-11-62 
imes, Calvin. 5-8/183 1-4-70 
AT Deena) ‘8/170 6-22-67 
45 tavean games B) .. 9/175 3-7-65 
35 Mayhew, Martin (CB) .. 8/172 10-8-65 
20 Mays, Alvoid (CB 9/180 7-10-66 
31 Vaughn, Clarence (S) .. 7-17-64 
40 Walton, Alvin (S). 3-14-64 
SPECIALISTS 
2 Goodburn, Kelly (P).. 4-14-62 
8 Lohmiller, Chip (K 7-16-66 


‘OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP. 


“Not with Redskins in 1991. 
Key fo abbreviations on page 160. 


‘Sacks to opposing defensive linemen? 


ER 
oe. How 
J aq. 
1 aoa 04/90 
R William 4/92 
4 Northeast Louisiana 06/88 
14 Alabama PianB/90 
6 Washington State 06/86 
9 East Carolina T-Cie/89 
2 Southern California 03/91 
3 Southwestern Louisiana 5/90. 
‘11 Arizona State T-At/89. 
5 Appalachian State PianB/91 
6 Cameron (Okla.) PlanB/90 
8 James Madison FA/8S 
: North Alabama anes 
Michigan 
2 Rutgers FAIQ1 
4 Notre Dame FA/89 
7 Auburn 1/90 
8 01/80 
8 Texas FA/91 
1 Texas A&M 6/91 
R San Diego State 192 
7 Texas State T-NE/86 
R PennState 011/92 
14 San: State 73 
7 Georgia Tech PlanB/92 
T Baylor PlanB/90 
13 Clemson FA/80 
4 Gegranvoung ———«Oa/S0 
im Young 
R Michigan 12/92 
2 Florida State PlanB/! 
12 Louisville PlanB/89 
8 OhioState T-Ral/88 
8 Tennessee 11/85 
R Texas-El Paso 192. 
1 Alabama FAI91 
4 Idaho 010/89 
R Penn State 03/92. 
6 Eastern Washington ‘6a/87 
6 Brigham Young FA/OT 
R Arizona State 02/92 
8 Wichita State PlanB/90_ 
5 Arizona PlanB/92 
6 Penn State T-Pit/90 
10 Nevada 1/83 
6 ia Southern PlanB/89 
9 Washington State T-Det/90 
10. Northeastern PlanB/S2 
2 Michigan State D191 
R Rice 010/92 
6 Arkansas 186. 
14 Central Arkansas: 011/79 
3 Penn State ‘02/90 
8 Brigham Young 08/86 
9 Florida FA/88 
R Texas 9/92 
1 Williams (Mass.) FA/91 
4 Eastern Kentucky. PlanB/91 
* 5 South Carolina PlanB/90 
10 Texas A&l 01/83 
1 Jacksonville (Ala.) State 011/91 
9 Georgia PlanB/91 
R_ Southern California 7/92 
4 Southwest Texas State 06/89. 
4 California FA/90 
4 Florida State PlanB/89 
3 West Virginia FA/90 
5 Northern illinois 08/87 
7 Kansas 03/86 
6 Emporia (Kan,) State  FA/90 
5 Minnesota 02/88 


DID YOU KNOW. . . 


that Redskin detensive linemen recorded 36 sacks in 1991, while the Washington offensive line allowed only 
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Kevin Brothen, C; Hurlle Brown, DB; Victor Cahoon, WR; Tom Fuhler, OT; Robert Green, RB; Robert Thomas, RB: 
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WASHINGTON REDSKINS 
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COACHES 


Head coach: Joe Gibbs. 

Assistant coaches: Richie Petitbon. (assistant head 
coach/ defense). 

Larry Peccatiello (defensive coordinator). 

Torgy Torgeson (defensive tine), 

Emmitt Thomas (defensive backs). 

‘Don Breaux (running backs). 

Rennie Simmons (offensive fine), 

Ghatley Taylor (receivers/research and develop~ 


ment), 

Russ Grimm (offensive line/tight ends). 

‘Jim Hanitan (offensive ine). 

Rod Downower(quartrbaeks/passing game). 
Bett a teams), 

Bobby DePaul (administrate assistant defensive 


Dan Riley (strength coach). 
Jason Arapoff (assistant strength coach). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record: 14-2 ( 1st in NFC East); 
6-2 aa 10-2in conference; 7-1 athome; 7-1 
on roa 

1991 playoff record; Defeated Falcons, 24-7, in NEC 
divisional playoff game; defeated Lions, 41-10, in 
NFC championship game; defeated Bills, 37>; 24, in 
Super Bowl. 

Gibbs’ regular-season record: 115-53 in 11 seasons 
with Redskins. 

Gibbs’ postseason record: 15-4 in seven playofts with 
Redskins (3-1 in Super Bowls). 

‘Team record last five years: 52-27 (,658, ranks 3rd in 
Jeague in that span), 

1991 team ranking 


Total offense, ¢ 
5 

1 

3 

Rushing defens } 
Passing defense 
3 

13 

W 

13 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 
Stadium ieee surface): ‘a Kennedy Memo- 
reat 55,670, 

Ties 


ety 
radio sta EM, 

Tr i site; Dickinson. caiege, aril, Pay 717- 

245-1140, 
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1992 SCHEDULE 


Sept. _7—atDallas (Mon.) 
Sept. 13—ATLANTA 

Sept. 20—DETROIT 

Sept. 27—Open date 

Oct. _4—at Phoenix. 

Oct. 12—DENVER (Mon.) 
Oct. 18—PHILADELPHIA 
Oct. 25—at Minnesota 
Novy, 1—N.Y. GIANTS: 
Nov, _8—atSeattle 

Nov. atl ‘Kansas City, 


“ S88ssss8 
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Dec, 26—-L.A, RAIDERS (Sat.) 4 
Alitimestocal, All games Sunday unless noted, 


1991 RESULTS 
Sept. 1—DETROIT. 
Sept. 9—at Dallas 
Sept, 15—PHOENIX 
Sept. 22—at Cincinnati 
Sept. 30—PHILADELPHIA, 
Oct, 6~atChicago 
Oct. 13—CLEVELAND 
Oct. 20-—Open date 
Oct. 27—atN.Y. Giants 
Nov, 3-HOUSTON (OT) 
Nov, 10—ATLANTA 
Nov. 17—at Pittsburgh 
Nov, 24—DALLAS 
Dec, 1—atL.A:Rams 
Dec, 8—atPhoenix 
Dec, 15—N.Y.GIANTS | © 
Dec, 22—atPhiladelphia 


1991 TEAM LEADERS 
Sexi, ein: hip Loh, 149 ps. (56/58 
PATS, 31/43 FGs). 
Benn ttn Cera Rigs, 08s, (1a 
ng). 


Passing: Mark Ryplen, ace yds. (421 att, 249. 
19.1%, 210s ae 


-===-==s= ======= 
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fis Ne Monk, 74 (1,049 yds., 14.8 avg., 8 


TDs). 

Interceptions: Wilber Marshall, 5 (75 yds. 1 TD); 
Darrell Green, 5 (47 yds., OTD: 

Tackles: Andre tolins, 151 (91 $010; 60 assisted). 
Sacks: Charles Mann, 11.5. 

Punting: Kelly Goodburn, 39.8 avg. (52 punts, 2,070 


ya locked). 
‘unt returns: Brian Mitchell, 13.3 avg. (45 att., 600 


yds,,2 TDs), 
Kickoff raturns: Brian Mitchell, 20.1 avg, (29.att., 583 
yds.,0 TDs), 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only 


Tim Johnson and Eric Williams, now 
starters at defensive tackle, for a pair 
of fourth-round draft picks. Both helped 
solidify a formerly weak position, and 
the emergence of Bobby Wilson, Wash- 
ington’s No. 1 pick last year, has made 
the group even stronger. 

Charles Mann rebounded nicely from 
a frustrating 1990 season to record a 
team-high 11.5 sacks and return to the 
Pro Bowl, and Fred Stokes was solid at 
the other end spot. However, questions 
remain, Markus Koch has retired, and 
the third end is Jason Buck, a former 
No, | pick released by Cincinnati. Cas- 
serly hopes the signing of Plan B free 
agents Keith Willis (Pittsburgh) and 
George Hinkle (San Diego) and the 
drafting of Arizona State’s Shane Col- 
lins in the second round are the an- 
swers. 


LINEBACKERS—Wilber Marshall (11 
tackles for losses, five interceptions) is 
coming off his best season since coming 
to Washington in 1988, and the coaches 
said his first-half performance in the 
Super Bow! made for a highlight film. 
Third-year man Andre Collins, who led 
the team with 151 tackles, has started 
every game of his pro career and ap- 
pears headed for stardom. Matt 
Millen’s retirement leaves Kurt Gou- 
veia as the starter at middle line- 
backer, and defensive coordinator 
Richie Petitbon will platoon Monte 
Coleman and Ravin Caldwell, depend- 
ing on the situation, 


DEFENSIVE BACKS—The secondary 
played much better last season than 
Petitbon thought it would, thanks to 
solid play from three Plan B signees. 
Brad Edwards was outstanding at free 
safety, Danny Copeland started the 
final 17 games at strong safety and 
Martin Mayhew turned in another solid 
season at cornerback opposite Pro 
Bowler Darrell Green, 

But Edwards, Copeland and Mayhew 
weren't even the biggest surprises. 
That honor is shared by Sidney Johnson 
and Alvoid Mays, a couple of free 
agents who made the team two years 
ago and have gotten better and better. 

The secondary, however, is not with- 


RECEIVING out problems, Petitbon prefers to play a 
3 ele le PaO 2/3/38 x 3 more straight-up, man-to-man cover- 
2 #/3/é fis |/& Slsisié : ef age that would free up an extra pass 
Ss glelelelelealelelalels|./e]& rusher, but Mayhew’s strength is in 
4 2 SiS ¢ Bl/2%\si/¢ Sleisis\z 3 3 zone coverage, Washington was suc- 
eer a Se ae + = cessful in disguising coverages last 
Dar atee SS SSS Sate a tate year, and that's the plan for 1992 as 
Andre collins |—|—|—|—|—|—|=|—|— See i vs 
RickyErvins |—|—l—|—|i]1]117[—|4 == 4 SPECIAL TEAMS 
Chip Lonmillen [= [P= == [fe patel = fie [io [2 [se {— {— | In return men Mitchell, Ervins and 
Teh) PEE EEE SE EE Howard and place-kicker Lohmiller, 
Brian Mitchell | == t= == se = = SS See the Redskins arguably have the NFL's 
‘Art Monk SS SoS oeSecinge Te SSS Sn best special teams. They also cover 
Terry Orr =(=J—|- J-/-J-/- ies =|] /= Eels kickoffs well, with Washington's op- 
GeraldRiggs_|—{—|—|—]i|—|—|—|—|— 9 = EN SEs ponents having the worst average start- 
deff Rutledge |—|—111—|—l=1=|= |= |— 3 SSS Sine ing field position (the 
haere eee 6/478 (2 ]i /—|—/—J-|— es ee ee ee ee ee 2) 20.5-yard line) in the 
Hey sande === f= EE a SI SS U league last year. The 
y Wilkins | — | — === == === = = 
eee longest punt return 


against Washington = 
was only 20 yards. IN 
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Bears think they'll be neany for the stretch run 


By DAN POMPEI 
. Chicago Sun-Times 


ly he final five weeks of the 1991 Na- 
tional Football League season 
were not kind ones to the Chicago 
Bears. 

First, there was an errant snap in 
punt formation on November 24 that al- 
lowed Miami to tie the score in the last 
two minutes of regulation time. The 
Dolphins won in overtime, 16-13. 

Four days later, the Bears commit- 
ted six turnovers and were mashed like 
Potatoes, 16-6, by the Detroit Lions on 
Thanksgiving Day. 

Two days before Christmas, in the 
final regular-season game of the year, 
the Bears were humiliated, 52-14, by the 
San Francisco 49ers. It was the worst 
beating inflicted on Chicago since Mike 
Ditka became coach in 1982. 

Finally, to top off the season, the 
Bears lost, 17-13, to Dallas in the first 
round of the playoffs. That defeat gave 
the Chicago club New Year's Eve and 
the rest of January off. 

Of course, the Bears’ late-season 
struggles shouldn't be surprising, Since 
1986, their December-and-after record 
(including playoffs) is 12-17. In con- 
trast, their record in September since 
1985 is 23-3 (including eight straight 
wins in season openers), They are your 
typical fast-starting, slow-finishing 
team. 


down: Jim Harbaugh’ 's durability and determination are his strengths, and he'll 
come to training camp as prepared for success as any player in the league. | 


= 


——— = 


Although the 1992 schedule indicates 
a similar scenario is likely (three of 
Chicago's first four games are at home; 
four of its final five on the road), the 
Bears are convinced the conditioning 
program they instituted during the off- 
season will keep them stronger—and 
healthier—down the stretch. 

They hired a physical-development 
coordinator, Russ Riederer, and begin- 


ect PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
running backs Neal Ander- 
son-and Brad Muster stay OFFENSE 
healthy and further improve- Davis Morgan Gentry 
ments are made'in the passing 4 S. Thomas Wojciechowski__Auzenne 
ieee ee tore Fontenot Jurkovie 
feaknesses: ines are thin, and inju- 
fies toanyot the startag ih Reese © Hilgenberg Fontenot___Rodentauser 
TIeastoLecd bake Ditke alowe avers #__ Thayer Wojciechowski Jurkovie 
Weight William Perry to.be-a part ofthe AT VanHorne $.Thomas Wojeiechawski 
be sepia salanee i Te Thornton Jennings Harrison 
lo success: Better special teams. Im- 
arin must be made on returns, 7 pata nh was ovis 
snaps, kickofls and coverage. The Bears 9 aug! lis ‘urter 
have hired a new coach (Danny Muster Lewis Rouse 
Abramowicz) to handle this area, and HB Anderson Green 
there appears to be an organization-wide | 
Commitment to improving specialteams. | DEFENSE 
Sure sign of trouble: The Bears start throw = 
ing that abitines ayame Theyare  E——Atmstrong Spellman Wiliams 
TET ULL REEOe (T__ McMichael Williams Zorich 
times:in a game since Ditka became AT Perry Ryan Zorich 
coach, RE Dent Kumerow. Spellman 
| Hes a oe See ee season, bist LLB Roper Rivera 
T7pointsorless. ingepponenist9 wip Singletary D. Jones ‘Stonebreaker 
Coach Mike Ditka says;"Thisisthemostex- BLB___Cox Morrissey Rivera 
‘ited I've been since 1984. (sawhowslose CB Woolford Mangum Douglass 
welwere and think knowhow fogetus 3 Stinson Lincoln Douglass 
over the hump, What we're going to do ss Gayle Paul Douglass 
from now on—the off-season program, uh au a 
the discipline thelittlethings—wilgetus FS Carrier Tate Douglass | 
‘over the hump.” 
E SPECIALISTS 
Butler Gardocki 
5 Buford 
KR Gentry Green 
PR Woolford Morgan 
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ning March | embarked on a full-scale 
program to increase their strength, 
flexibility and mobility. 

“Hopefully, we can cut back on some 
of the injuries, eliminate some of the 
pulled hamstring problems and other 
pulled muscle problems we had last 
year,” Ditka said. “I hope it will help us 
keep more people healthy at the end of 
the year—when we haven't been 


healthy.” 
COACHING 


Ditka enters his second decade as the | 
Bears’ coach after averaging 10 
regular-season wins in his first 10 years 
(101 total). He is one of only two men to 
have won Super Bowls as a player, a: 
sistant coach and head coach (Seattle’s 
Tom Flores is the other) and one of two 
current coaches (along with the Raid- 
ers’ Art Shell) in the Hall of Fame. 

The only staff change since the endof | 
last season was the addition of special- 
teams coach Danny Abramowicz. Greg 
Landry is back to coordinate the of- 
fense and Vince Tobin the defense, and | 
both have their work cut out for them. 
Landry must find a way to score more | 
points with basically the same person- 
nel (Chicago finished 14th in points 
scored in 1991), while Tobin must inte- 
grate a lot of young players into last J 
season's No. 4-ranked defense, 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—The Bears haven't 
put a quarterback in the Pro Bowl in six 
years (Jim McMahon), and don’t look 
for that streak to end in 1992. 

Instead, expect another steady per- 
formance by starter Jim Harbaugh, 
who continues to mature into a fine 
NFL quarterback. His durability and | 
determination are his strengths, and 
Harbaugh will come to training camp 


Continued § 


113 | 


CHICAGO BEARS 


NFC CENTRAL 


— 
= 
ea 
= 
= 
7) 
i) 
vl 
rs 
2 


a 


COACHES 


Head coach: Mike Ditka. 
Assistant coaches; Danny Abramowicz (special 


ae), 

Steve Kazor (tight ends), 

reg Landry (offensive coordinator). 
John Levra (defensive line). 

Dave eis (linebackers), 

Vic Rapp (\ in ig a 
Johnny Roland (runnit \cks). 
Dick Stanfel (o! jensivel line). 

Vince Tobin (defensive coordinator). 
Zaven Yaralian (defensive backs). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record: 11-5 (2nd in NFC Cen- 
bolle m 1 an tla 9-3 in conference; 6-2 at 
1ome; 5~% 

‘1991 ey Lost to Cowboys, 17-13, in NFC 
wild-card game. 

Ditka’s regular-season record: 101-51 in 10 seasons 


‘with Bears, 
eee 6-6 in seven playoffs with 


Bas (in reer bes 
Team record years: if |-28 (.646, ranks 4th in 


panel at thatspan) 


NEC 
6 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Hay (capacity, surface): Soldier Field (66,946, 
Information: 312-663-5100. 


radio station: WGN, 720 AM. 
Training site: Universi jets Wisconsin-Platteville, 


Platteville, Wis.; 608-34; 


1992 SCHEDULE 
Sept, 6—DETROIT 12.00 
Sept. 13—at New Orleans 12:00 
Sept. 21—N.Y,. et (Mon.) 8:00 
Sept. 27—ATLAt 12:00 
Oct. = 4—at! wine 12:00 

Oct, 11—Opel 
Oct. TAMPA BAY 42:00 
Oct. 25—at Green Ba) ny 12:00 
Nov, 2-MINNESOT (Mon) 8:00 
Nov, _8—CINCINNATI 7:00 
Nov, 15—at Tampa Bay 4:00 
Nov, 22—GREEN BAY 12:00 
Nov, 29—at Cleveland 1,00 
Dec. 7—atHouston Hye ) 8:00 
Dec, 13—PITTSBURGH 12:00 
Dec. 20—at Detrolt 4:00 
Dec, 27—atDallas $00 
Alltimes local, All games Sunday unless noted, 
1991 RESULTS 

Sept. 1—MINNESOTA WwW 10-6 
it Tampa Bay W 21-20 
GV W 20-17 
Sept 23—N.Y, JETS (OT) W 19-13 
Wuttalo L 20-35 
'6—WASHINGTON Lo 7-35 

13—Open date . 
17—at Green Bay WwW 10-0 
27—at New Orleans W417 
3—DETROIT W 20-10 
11—at Minnesota W 17 
17—at Indianaj W 31-17 
4—MIAMI (OT) L 13-16 
8—at Detroit 4 6-16 
. 8—GREEN BAY W 27-13 
Dec. 14—TAMPABAY Ww 27-0 


;. 23—at San Francisco 


1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Seer toe Kevin tr 89 (32194 PATS, 
Searing (lgehdewas|: Neal Anderson, 54 ps. (6 
rushing, 3 receiving). 

Passing: Jim Harbaugh, el yds. (478 att, 275 
comp., 67.5%, 15 Ds, 16int 

Aaa: Weal Anderson, 747 és, (210 att, 36 2v9, 


i 
Aca Wendel Davis, 61 (945 ys, 155 avn, 6 
Interceptions: Lemuel Stinson, 
Tacks: Mike Singletary, wn as “i teshied). 
Sacks: Richard Dent, 10.5 (72 yd 
Pantie: Hey ues .8 ue 69 punts, 2.814 
pon Johnny Bailey, 7.8 avg. (96 att, 281 


dS... 
fiat ran ave eis Bailey, 19.4 avg, (16 att., 311 
yds., 0 TDs). 


= 
Ea 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 

Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 

PASSING RUSHING RECEIVING KICK SCORING 

#). #)./8).j/@\|./2/8/|2 g 

lS la (Ele |S je (ble iE le (b/2i/e| 2], 

Peele lez leis lee isle lez els iele 

(2 o@ |% @|o aaa es 
itast al2/$/8 (22 /$ le (Z leis 2 leis is lzlele 
Neal Anderson | —[—|—|—[3]2]1|—]2]1|—|-|-|-|-|-|-|9 
Kevin Butler [= | — |= |= [=| == |= [= | — [= [= [35 7 32 [= [= 
Wendell avis |—|—|—|—|—|—|—|—-]41]9]2/1|-|-|-|-|-|e 
i SSeS Sl SSS SSS SSS Sas aa 
dJimHarbaugh [5 [713] 1 |2|—|—|— |—|—/— [= [= |- [= [— [- | 
AMorgan =| — [=| =) |r ta | — | al [fe 
aes SSSsSSosEsoneaSseSaS 
BradMuster |—|—{|—|—|6 |—|—|7 [—|17 [— |/— [— |— |— |— |- [7] 
Lemuel Stinson| — | — | — | — =a SS ss a al 
PRL Gh Oe Keg (eS eS es eS SS Ss eS Se SS a St 
Tom Waddle | — ==(- Seer mer eeee Ee 
PeterT. Willis | — [4 | — | — [= [— SF SS Ses SS nal il 
‘interception 
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as prepared for success as any player in 
the league. 

The No. 2 man is Peter Tom Willis, a 
player the coaches like but Harbaugh 
has kept chained to the bench. Willis 
has thrown only 31 passes in his first 
two seasons in Chicago. 

The only change on the depth chart. 
probably will come at the third spot, 
where rookie Will Furrer is expected to 
edge out second-year man Paul Justin. 
The Bears were elated that Furrer, a 
former standout at Virginia Tech, was 
still available in the fourth round, 

RUNNING BACKS—This should be a 
strength. But in 1991, for only the sec- 
ond time in nine years, the Bears did 
not finish among the top three teams in 
rushing (they were ninth), 

The reason was health, or lack of it. 
The Bears might have the NFL's best 
halfback/fullback tandem in Neal 
Anderson and Brad Muster, but keep- 
ing them healthy in 1992 may be a prob- 
lem. Last season, they missed nine 
starts between them, and their ef- 
fectiveness often was limited when 
they did play, 

The Bears need to develop some 
depth in the backfield. They would like 
to move fullback Darren Lewis to half- 
back after watching him rack up 109 
yards (65 rushing, 44 on returns) 
against Dallas in the playoffs. But be- 
fore they can move Lewis, another full- 
back will have to emerge. 

One possibility is Nikki Fisher, a 
10th-round draft pick from Virginia. 
Fisher, however, has been a tailback in 
the past. 

Four-year veteran Mark Green is an 
adequate No. 2 halfback. 

RECEIVERS—The knock against the 
wide receivers, as a group, is that they 
aren't fast enough. But in 1991 they 
were fast enough to account for nearly 
2,000 yards in receptions. 

The closest thing the Bears have toa 
burner is Anthony Morgan, who was 
slowed by knee problems in his rookie 
year, Still, if his knees are fine and he 
learns how to get off the line quicker, 
Morgan could bea force. John Brown, a 
seventh-round draft pick from Houston, 
also could speed things up if he makes 
the team. 

The emergence last season of Wen- 
dell Davis and Tom Waddle gave the 
Bears some good-hands people they 
could count on. Waddle, a gritty player 
who has survived being cut numerous 
times, caught 55 passes for 599 yards. 
Davis led the Bears with 61 receptions 
for 945 yards and six touchdowns. 

If Ron Morris, who missed all but 
three games with a bad knee, can come 
back from surgery and complications, 
he could regain his starting job, But the 
Bears are worried about Morris’ on- 
going knee problems, 

Dennis Gentry will give it another 
shot at age 33. He's got 10 seasons under 
his belt with the Bears, but he isn’t a 
lock to make the team in '92, 

James Thornton and Keith Jennings 
will handle the duties at tight end, a po- 
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sition that in the Chicago offense re- 
quires a lot more blocking than catch- 
ing. The Bears would like to keep a 
third tight end, either Eric Inhat or 
fifth-round pick Todd Harrison. 

LINEMEN—Although most of Chi- 
cago’s starting offensive linemen are 
getting long in the tooth, these guys can 
still play. 

Left guard Mark Bortz, center Jay 
Hilgenberg, right guard Tom Thayer 
and right tackle Keith Van Horne have 
been together for the better part of a de- 
cade, The youngest member of the 
group, Thayer, will be 31 when the sea- 
son begins. So loss of skills and vulner- 
ability to injury is a concern. 

Entering camp, the big question is at 
left tackle. Jim Covert, a former Pro 
Bowler, retired after spending all of 
last year on injured reserve. His re- 
placement, rookie Stan Thomas, wasn’t 
ready in 1991, Five-year veteran John 
Wojciechowski was, but how long will 
his knees hold up? 

The Bears want Thomas, their 91 No. 
1 pick, to take the job, and he appears 
prepared to do so, He got serious about 
off-season conditioning (dropping 25 
pounds), and better understands what 
it takes to succeed in pro football. 

Thomas, however, is a natural right 
tackle, and that’s one reason Chicago 


Pro Bowl potential: // John Roper can 
become more consistent, there could bea 
pic) Bowl in his future. 


Auzenne, Wojciechowski and Jerry 
Fontenot will be the Bears’ primary 


read, Since 1988, the Bears have chosen 
six defensive linemen in the first three 
rounds of the draft, and all but two re- 
main with the team, But so far, only 
Trace Armstrong, a No. 1 pick in 1989, 
has cracked the starting lineup. And 
Armstrong struggled through last year 
with knee and ankle'problems. 

Veteran starters Richard Dent, Steve 
McMichael and William Perry are 
bound to start slowing down at some 
point, but will youngsters like Tim 
Ryan, Chris Zorich, James Williams 
and Alonzo Spellman be ready to take 
their place? 

Although the line recorded 29 sacks 
last year, it didn’t put nearly enough 
pressure on opposing quarterbacks, 
Dent (a team-high 10.5 sacks) is still an 
effective pass rusher, but McMichael 
and Perry are better at stopping the 
run, 

And unless Perry, who is listed at 350 
pounds on the roster, can control his 
weight, Ditka has threatened to make 
him an ex-Bear. 

With or without Perry, the Bears 
need one of their youngsters to come 
through. Spellman, the team’s No, 1 
pick in April, has immense physical tal- 
ent but was considered somewhat of an 
underachiever at Ohio State. 


LINEBACKERS—This could be the sea- | 


drafted Troy Auzenne, who played left 
tackle at California, in the second 
round last spring. 


CContatisaves 
Bear Notebook 
Avestions & 
‘Answers 
one Ditka 
Compiete 
Play 
coverage 


NFLOratt 
Coverage 
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26 ISSUES ONLY $27.95 


Remember, BEAR REPORT will be at 
each game, in the locker room, on the 
sidelines and in the huddle, bringing you 
every quote, every run, every tackle, 
every pass, providing you with all the 
latest information on your favorite team 
26 times a year! 


FAX YOUR ORDER (608) 837-3946 


backups on the line, 


LINEMEN —This is a tough position to 


son youth is served. 


DEFENSE 
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A SPECIAL OFFER 


FORDABEARS |° 
FANS ONLY 


Get a FREE copy of the Official Chicago Bear 
Media Guide with a paid subscription to BEAR 
ER OO 


(YES! Sign me up to BEAR REPORT for 26 issues for only $27.95! 
COPAYMENT ENCLOSED — Please rush me the FREE MEDIA GUIDE! 
COCHARGE MY CREDIT CARD — And send the FREE MEDIA GUIDE! 
COVISA OMASTERCARD (i DISCOVERCARD 

Card No.. Exp, Date. 

CBILL ME LATER —| understand that | will not receive the free media guide. 


Name 
Address 
City 


State. 


Send To: BEAR waaay 
112 Market Street, Sun Prai 


Zip. 


WI 53590, 
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1992 CHICAGO BEARS ROSTER 
FL low ‘91 Games 
No, QUARTERBACKS: Be JW, 1. College ivi GP/6s 
2 Furrer, Will... Hie 4/92, a 
4 Harbaugh, Jim.... 6 Michigan 01/87 16/16 
11 Justin, Paul... Arizona State 07/91 0/0 
10 Willis, Peter Tom, 1-4-67 3 Florida State 038/90 410 
RUNNING BACKS 
35 Anderson, Neal 8- 14. 64 7 Florida 01/86, 13/12 
‘44 Fisher, Nikki (FB) 5 R Virginia 010/92 od 
31 Green, Mark. 4 Notre Dame 05/89 16/4 
33 Lewis, Darren 2 Texas A&M 06/91 15/0 
25 Muster, Brad (FB) . 5 Stanford 01/88 4/11 
30 Rouse, James (FB) 3. Arkansas 08/90 14/4 
RECEIVERS 
18 Brown, Joh R Houston 07/92, - 
82 Davis, Wendell 5 attest tad Dia/83 16/16 
29. Gentry, Dennis. 11 Baylor 82. 15/0 
86 Harrison Todd (TE)... R eee anata Sia 05/92 i 
89 Ihnat, Eric (TE). 1 Marshall FA/94 0/0 
85 Jennings, Keith (TE) 3 Clemson FA/SN 10/3 
88 Kozlowski, Gle 6 Brigham Young 011/86 16/0 
81 Morgan, Anthony 2 Tennessee 05/91 14/2 
84. Mortis, Ron. 6 Southern Methodist 2/87 3/4 
80 Thornton, James (TE) 5 Cal State Fullerton 4/88 16/13 
87 Waddle, Tom... 4 Boston College FA/B9 16/13 
83 Wright, Eric. 1 Stephen. Austin State FA/91 0/0 
‘OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Age, Louis (T R Southwestern Louisiana 011/92 - 
70 Auzenne, Tray (T). R California 02/92, = 
62 Bortz, Mark (6) .. 10 fo 08a/83. 9/9 
67 Fontenot, Jerry (Gi6) 4 Texas A&M 03/89 16/7 
63 Hilgenberg, Jay (C: 12 lowa FA/81 16/16, 
Jurkovic, Mirko fe) R Notre Dame 9/92 i 
75 Mattes, Ron (T) 7 Virginia T-NYJ/91 15/0 
Rodenhauser, Mark (G) .. 5 Illinois State PlanB/92 *10/0 
57 Thayer, Tom (G) 8 Notre Dame 04/83 16/16 
60 Thomas, Stan ( 2 Texas 01/94 15/7 
78 Van Horne, Keith (T).. 12 Southern California 01/81 16/16 
73. Wojciechowski, John (6 8 Michigan State FA/87 16/9 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
4 Florida D1a/a9 Ws 
1 Oklahoma 010/91 
10 Tennessee State 08/83 16/16 
4 Ohio State T-Mia/91 O10 
13° Texas FAIB1 16/16 
8 Clemson 01/85 16/16 
3 Southern California 3/90. 16/4 
3 Chyna (Pa:) PASI 14/0 
a. 
2 Notre Dame 02/91 12/0 
3. Fresno State D2a/90 6/0 
4 Oklahoma 2788 16/0 
St Morrissey, Jim. 8 Michigan State 011/85 16/11 
25 Rivera, Ron 9 Califor 2/84 16/: 
55. Roper, Johr 4 Texas A&M 02/89 16/16 
50 Singletary, Mike 13. Baylor. 02/81 16/16 
58 Stonebreaker, Mike 2 Notre Dame 09/91 16/0 
Wilson, Chris.. R Oklahoma 012/92 = 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
}, Mark (CB) R Texas 06/92 - 
20 Carrier, Mark (S) 3 Southern California 01/90 16/16 
37 Douglass, Maurice 6 Kentucky 8/86 16/0 
24 Fain, Richard (CB) 2 Florida PlanB/92 +8/2 
23 Gayle, Shaun (S} 9 Ohio State 184 12/9 
39 Lincoln,  eromy (C8) A Tennessee 03/92 = 
46 Lott, James (Ct 2 Clemson: FAI90 0/0 
26 Mangum, John (CB} 3 Alabama 06/90 16/1 
36 Paul, Markus (S) 4 Syracuse 04/89 4 
32 Stinson, Lemuel (CB) 5 Texas Tech 6/86 16/16 
49 Tate, David (S).. 5 Colorado 08/88 16/1 
21 Woolford, Donnell ( 4 Clemson 01/89 18/15, 
‘SPECIALISTS 
8 Buford, Maury (P).. 11 Texas Tech W-GB/89 16/0 
6 Butler, Kevin (K). 8 Georgia 04/85, 16/0 
17 Gardocki, Chris (P/K). 2 Clemson. 03/91 4/0 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP: 
Tyrone Ashley, RB; Kelly Blackwell, TE; Mark Bounds, P; Charles Ae CB; Jim Deter, Or Maxie Graham, DE; 
Jeff Ireland, K; Darron Johnson, WR: Er inson, DE; eS, WR; Brendan ne LB; Marcus Mickel, 
WR; Peyton Minter, DE: David Nobbe, OL; Ed O'Bradovich, ip Marion Primous, DB; Alex Rankin, OL; Jim 
‘Schwantz, LB; Travis Talton, RB/KR; Robert Taylor, FB; Gene ‘Thomas, WR; John Wil ie Williams, LB, 
“Not with Bears in 1991. 
‘tinctudes totals with both Bears and another NFL team in 1991. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
DID YOU KNOW. . . 
.that of the 150 snaps the Chicago offense took Inside its opponents’ 20-yard line last year, only two balls 
Were thrown into the end zone? 
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Last year, in his third season in the 
NEL, John Roper cracked the starting 
lineup and finished with 90 tackles and 
eight sacks. If Roper can become more 
consistent and not tail off late in the 
year, there could be a Pro Bowl in his 
future. 

The Bears would like for Ron Cox to 
do in his third year what Roper did. Al- 
though veteran Jim Morrissey, Chi- 
cago’s second-leading tackler in 1991, 
has done nothing to lose his starting 
job, the Bears will give Cox every op- 
portunity to take it. But for Cox, whose 
forte is pass rushing, to succeed, he'll 
have to stay healthy, He hasn't done it 
in two previous seasons, 

In the middle, the Bears want Dante 
Jones to play. But they can’t sit Mike 
Singletary down unless his production 
decreases, All Singletary has done is 
finish first or second on the team in 
tackles the last 10 years and play in 
every game the last five years. 

Jones probably will end up being used 
as a situational player again, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Bears are 
solid here, even more so if cornerback 
Lemuel Stinson continues to make 
strides in his comeback from two knee 
surgeries. Stinson started in every 
game last season, but he wasn’t quite as 
confident as he had been prior to his 
knee problems. 

Although Donnell Woolford has had 
problems staying healthy in his three 
NFL seasons, he’s one of the league's 
best cornerbacks when he plays. 

The Bears expect Jeremy Lincoln, a 
third-round pick from Tennessee, to 
make an impact on the corner. John 
Mangum, however, is a solid performer 
who plays the same position. 

Although the Bears would like their 
safeties to intercept more passes, they 
have a pair of Pro Bowlers in Mark Car- 
rier and Shaun Gayle. Carrier's inter- 
ception total dropped from an NFL- 
high 10in 1990 to two last year. 

Reserves David Tate, Markus Paul 
and Maurice Douglass are talented and 
versatile, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Abramowicz is expected to make a 
difference with his enthusiasm, but 
he's also being given tools to work with. 
The Bears plan on letting the new coach 
use some offensive and defensive start- 
ers on the return teams. Woolford, for 
instance, could be returning punts ona 
regular basis for the first time. Morgan 
is another possibility. 

The Bears signed former Charger 
Mark Rodenhauser, whom they con- 
sider to be the best long-snapper in the 
league, as a Plan B free agent. 

Although there are three holdover 
kickers on the roster, the Bears prob- 
ably will keep only two. Place-kicker 
Kevin Butler is the safest bet to stay, 
and second-year man 
Chris Gardocki might 
handle both punts and 
kickoffs if he beats out 
incumbent punter 
Maury Buford. 
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Can Detroit’s Good Guys replace its Bad Boys? 


By TOM KOWALSKI 
Oakland Press 


| n interesting sports phenomenon 
/)\\ has taken place in Detroit. Just 
£7" as the sun began to set on the Pis- 
tons’ amazing five-year run of success 
in the National Basketball Association, 
‘a new dawn was breaking for the Lions 
in the National Football League. 

Just as Detroit prepared to bid fare- 
well to its Bad Boys, it was preparing to 
greet its Good Guys, 

After all, who doesn’t love Barry 
Sanders’ cherubic' good looks and im- 
mense talent? And whose heart wasn’t 
softened by the courage displayed by 
Mike Utley after his spinal injury, and 
the way his teammates rallied behind 
him? And, outside of Dallas and Wash- 
ington, who wasn’t pulling for these de- 
termined underdogs in the playoffs last 
year? 

The Pistons bagged back-to-back 
NBA titles before the Bad Boys had run 
their course. What awaits the Good 
Guys? Were the Lions as good as their 
13-5 overall record and trip to the NFC 
championship game would seem to in- 
dicate? Or were they a one-year fluke? 

Wayne Fontes thinks it’s a little of 
both. 

“We learned to win last year and we 
have an excellent foundation of young 
players,” the Detroit coach said. “But 
we're still building this team. We havea 


Strengths: Barry San- 
ders is Detroit's franchise 
player and arguably the best 


Prize Lion: No other team has a return 
man like Mel Gray, who handles punts 
ee poate with ELUCTTE skill. 


long way to go.” 


COACHING 


Fontes’ success in his three-plus sea- 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


funning back in football. Ex- 


! 
OFFENSE 


cellent special teams give the WA Green Barrett Gray 
Lions an edge over most opponents. SL Pertiman Farr Matthews 
leery "| ‘ie she lic Mila iT Brown Conover Paris 
proving, it st in't stuff opponents at 
frilcal Umes, Part ofthe problem can be £6 ——Andolsek we | 
blamed on a lackluster pass rush (just20 © Glover Dallafior | 
sacks by Detroit linemen in 1991).. RG Bouwens Dallafior 
Koy oes Staying pay ee The oe AT____E.Sanders Tharpe Paris | 
won james last year | 
Meal holediod bah nies ree Farr Johnson nasa 
ould vin t again with a similar assort- WA Moore Barrett Gray 
} pa of ailments, eB Peete Kramer Ware 
| ol trouble: A lotiof contracthold- 8B. Sanders Dozier Tilison | 
ty. jetrolt had a league-high 17 ie 
Signed veterans last spri icluding 11 DEFENSE 
starters. The Lions: need to get their key Spindler Pritchett 
peonle sland, In camp an ready to go, 
\ise {Wo of thelr first three games are if Ball Pete 
at Venues (Chicago and Washington) RE Owens Porcher Hunter 
Where they didn’t fare well last year, OLB Cofer Hayworth Scroggins 
That's a fact: The Lions were the only NFL itp Gibson er 
leain WaG0 UNtSSIoN STOOGES 118 — Spielman Caston 
Coach Wayne Fostex says: "Wo haven't = 
Caught up fo teams like Washington yat, OLB Jamison Scroggins Hayworth 
but we're getting closer. Can we catch C8 Crockett Scott Clay 
them this year? We're going tofindout” = tg Jenkins. S.White Clay 
8s W. White Colon Welch 
f8___ Blades Colon Welch 
SPECIALISTS 
K___ Hanson 
P___Armold 
KR__Gray Campbell Dozier 
PR Gray Campbell 
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sons as the head man in Detroit is large- 
ly due to two things: (1) his ability to | 
make good personnel moves, and (2) his 
knack of knowing when to press his au- 
thority and when not to. Neither talent 
can be underestimated. 

The rest of the Detroit staff is top- 
notch, Dan Henning, an offensive whiz, 
was brought on board to coordinate the 
Lions’ attack, Look for him to juice up 
the passing game. Only the Los Angeles 
Raiders had a worse passing attack 
among last year’s 12 playoff clubs. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—The Achilles ten- 
don tear that sidelined Rodney Peete 
the final 244 months has completely 
healed. Peete performed extremely 
well at mini-camp and, barring a pos- 
sible contract dispute, he'll start. 

The best quarterback battle will be 
waged for the No. 2 job behind Peete, 
with Erik Kramer and Andre Ware con- 
sidered the co-favorites. 

Kramer solidified his standing by 
leading the Lions to victories in seven 
of their final nine games (including a 
playoff win over Dallas). 

Ware, however, is a thoroughbred 
with the pedigree (a former No. 1 pick) 
and the papers (a huge contract) that 
dictate any close calls would go to him, 
He'll see a lot of preseason action. 

RUNNING BACKS—How important is | 
Sanders to this offense? Well, Dallas 
put seven men near the line of scrim- 
mage to stop him—even with Detroit in 
a four-receiver formation and Kramer 
on pace for a huge passing day. Cow- 
boys Coach Jimmy Johnson was criti- 
cized for refusing to alter his plan, but 
what other choice did he have? The 
Cowboys gambled that a player hereto- 
fore unknown for offensive heroics 
(Kramer) could not do them in when 
they knew someone else (Sanders) 
probably would. 

Sanders led the NFL in touchdowns 
(17) and was the only non-kicker to 
score more than 100 points (102). He 
missed his second straight rushing title 
by only 16 yards (behind Dallas’ Em- 
mitt Smith), but he carried the ball 23 
fewer times. He made the Pro Bowl for 
the third straight year. 

The Lions, however, will be hurting if 
Sanders gets hurt. They don’t have 
much depth. The Lions like D.J. Dozier, 
a former NFL first-round pick, but Do- 
zier is currently playing baseball and | 
his future in football is uncertain. | 

RECEIVERS—Two years ago, the Lions 
had one of the shortest receiving corps | 
in the NFL. They now have one of the | 
tallest. 

The starting wideouts are 6-foot-3 
Herman Moore and 6-2 Willie Green. 
The top backup is 6-3 Reggie Barrett, 
who spent most of his rookie season on 


Continued | 
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COACHES 


Head coach: Wayne Fontes. 

Assistant coaches: Dave Levy fassietent head coach). 
Woody Widenhofer (defensive coordinator/outside 
linebackers). 

Lamar Leachman (defensive line), 

Herb Patera (inside linebackers). 

Dan Henning (offensive coordinator). 

Charlie Sanders (receivers), 

Billie Matthews (running backs). 

Jerry Wampfler one ey ve 

Frank Gansz (special tear 

Don Clemons (defensive 338 stant). 

Bert Hill (strength coach/ defensive assistant). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record: 12-4 (1st in NFC Cen- 
tral); 6-2 in division; In conference; 8-0 at 
home; 4-4 on road. 
1991 playott record: Defeated Cowboys, 38-6, in NFC 
divisional playolt game; lost to Redskins, 44-10, in 


7-26 in four seasons 


-1 in one playoff with 


NEC WFL 
9 7 
Rushing offense, 5 10 
Passing offense 11 2 
Scoring offense. 6 9 
Total defense 10 a 
Rushing defense... 10 vw 
Passing defense .. NW 19 
Scoring defense 6 af) 
5 9 
15 mH 
3 i 
10 20 
4 6 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA 
Stadium (capacity, surface): Pontiac Silverdome 
(80,500, arti a 
Ticket information; 313-335-4151, 


f ames ree aie: ‘WW, 950 AM. 
raining site: Pontiac Silverdome, Pontiac, Mich.: 
Hee 335-4131. 


10-39 yd. TOs 


40. yé.TOs 
100-yd. games 


1-9yé. 70s 


Dec. 15—atGreen Bay 
. 22—at Buffalo (OT) 


1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Scoring (Kicking): Eddie Murray, 97 pts. (40/40 
PATs, 19/28 FGs). 

Scoring (touchdowns): Barry Sanders, 102 pts. (16 
rushing, Treceiving). 

Passing: Erik ramet 662 yds. (265 att. 136 comp., 

51.3%, 11 TD: 

Rushing: Bey, Hie 4,548 yds. (342 att, 45 
avg., 16 TDs), 

es Brett Perriman, 52 (668 yds., 12.6 avg., 1 


Mikko pes Ray Crockett, 6 (141 yds., 17D), 

Chris Spielman, 126 i solo, 42 assisted). 
Sacks: Dan Owens, 6.5 (60 yds 

im Arnold, 44.2 Ar tis punts, 3,092 yds., 
‘Mel Gray, 15.4 avg. (25 att., 385 yds., 1 


imns; Mel Gray, 25.8 avg. (36 att., 929 yds., 


1992 SCHEDULE 

Sept. -6—at Chicago 12,00 
Sept. 13—MINNES 1:00 
Sept. 20—at Washington 4:00 
Sept. 27—TAMPABAY 1:00 
Oct 4—NEWORLEANS 1:00 
Oct. 11—Open date 

Oct. iso ‘Minnesota (Thur, ) 6:30 
Oct. 25—at Tampa Bay 4:00 
Nov. 1—GREEN BAY 1:00 
Nov. 8—DALLAS. 4:00 
Nov, t Pittsburgh: 1:00 
Nov, wnat 4:00 
Nov. JOUSTON (Thanksgiving) 12:30 
Dec. ireen Bay at Milwaukee 12:00 
Dec, ND 1:00 
Dec. 4:00, 
Dec, at San Francisco (Mon.) 6:00 

Alltimesfocal. All games Sunday unless noted, 
1991 RESULTS 

Sept. L 0-45 
Sept, W 23-14 
Sept Wo 17-13 
Sept. 2 W 33.24 
Sept. W 31-3 
Oct. 6. W 24-20 
Oct, 13—Open date 

Oct. 20—atSan Francisco L 3-35 
Oct. 27—DALLAS Wo 34-10 
Nov. 3—atChicago L 10-20 
Nov. 10—atTampa Bay L 21-30 
Nov. 17—L.A. RAMS W 21-10 
Nov, 24—at Minnesota W 34-14 
Nov. 28—CHICAGO, Ww 16-6 
Dec. 8—N.Y. JETS. Mi 34-20, 

Ww 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only 


10-39 yd. TDs | 
40. yd. TOs 
100-yd. games 


Ray Crockett 


| Mike Farr 


Erik Kramer 


Rodney Peete 


Brett Perriman 


Barry Sanders 


HSU ep epepapayaye 


‘Sheldon White 


Hall tp tp ploltjayt 
CUTE espa 


Te 


Hefelifrfetefapepaayy 
Hifepijaisepapepapeyy 
Hips epee pay 
CO 
Pn 


HP PpOPEP EP ETAL a Et ha 


William White 
‘interception 


Spun fumble recovery 
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injured reserve. Barrett's presence is 
one of the reasons the Lions let Robert 
Clark, their second-leading receiver 
last year, depart via Plan B. 

While the Lions are moving away 
from exclusive use of the run-and- 
shoot, they'll still use four-receiver sets 
most of the time. Three slot receivers 
and two tight ends likely will be on the 
season-opening roster. Brett Perriman, 
who caught a team-high 52 passes, will 
start in one slot; Mike Farr and Jeff 
Campbell will battle for the other, 

The Lions believe they pulled a heist 
when they got little-known tight end 
Tom McLemore of Southern (La.) in 
the third round of the draft, They 
signed former Washington Redskin 
Jimmie Johnson via Plan B to occupy 
the position until McLemore is ready. 

LINEMEN—The offensive line has 
gone from a strength to a question 
mark in just one year. 

First of all, right tackle Harvey 
Salem refused to report last season, de- 
manded a trade and was shipped to 
Denver. Then, tragically, Utley suf- 
fered a spinal-cord injury that left him 
paralyzed and ended his career. Eric 
Sanders, a long-snapper, replaced 
Salem, only to suffer a knee injury that 
forced him to miss the final two 
regular-season games. 

The other three line spots are solid. 
Left tackle Lomas Brown is a two-time 
Pro Bowler, and left guard Eric Andol- 
sek and center Kevin Glover are wor- 
thy of the same consideration. 

Heading into 1992, Sanders, a 12-year 
veteran, probably will start at right 
tackle until either second-year man 
Scott Conover or rookie Larry Tharpeis 
ready to take over. Shawn Bouwens 
will likely start at right guard, leaving 
versatile veteran Ken Dallafior avail- 
able to fill in at either guard or tackle in 
an emergency. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN —The Lions have used their 
last three drafts to build up their defen- 
sive line. They've come up with some 
good players, but none has been domi- 
nant, 

Detroit's best lineman, Jerry Ball, 
anchors the middle, Ball has gone to the 
last three Pro Bowls, but he hasn't got- 
ten a lot of help from his linemates. 
Last year, left end Marc Spindler was 
solid against the run but didn’t deliver 
much of a pass rush. Right end Dan 
Owens had some big sacks but lacked 
consistency. Kelvin Pritchett, acquired 
in a-draft-day trade with Dallas in '91, 
was used mainly as a third-down pass 
rusher in his rookie season. 

The Lions used their No. 1 pick last 
April on South Carolina State's Robert 
Porcher, whom the experts say is a car- 
bon copy of Pritchett. But if Owens 
shows as much improvement between 
his second and third seasons as he did 
between his first and second, Pritchett 
and Porcher won't knock him out of his 
starting job. 

Look for the Lions to use a rotating 
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system of specialists, determined by 
down, distance and the type of team 
they're playing. 

LINEBACKERS—The key man here is 
Mike Cofer, who, when healthy, gives 
this defense a bona fide outside pass- 
rushing threat. Cofer missed all but two 
games last year with a nagging knee in- 
jury that since has been corrected 
through surgery. 

Tronically, the player who replaced 
Cofer last year, third-year man Tracy 
Hayworth, is himself not 100 percent 
healthy. Hayworth has not responded 
well to off-season knee surgery, the pri- 
mary reason the Lions took pass- 
rushing specialist Tracy Scroggins of 
Tulsa in the second round of the draft. 

The other linebackers are solid. Chris 
Spielman, a two-time Pro Bowler, and 
Dennis Gibson handle the inside chores, 
while George Jamison is the best out- 
side linebacker you've never heard of. 
Toby Caston and Victor Jones are key 
special-teams players and more-than- 
adequate backups for Spielman and 
Gibson, Either Hayworth or Scroggins 
will back up Jamison, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Lions lost a 
lot of depth in Plan B, but the nucleus of 
their secondary is young and talented. 

Detroit's best defensive back is Ben- 
nie Blades, who has become one of the 
league's top free safeties after being 
moved back and forth between free and 
strong safety his first few years. 

The other starters, strong safety Wil- 
liam White and cornerbacks Ray 
Crockett and Melvin Jenkins, are tal- 
ented players who have eliminated 
their tendency of giving up the deep 
ball. Fourth-year man Crockett, espe- 
cially, is just scratching the surface of 
his potential. 

Veteran Herb Welch will duel Plan B 
signee Harry Colon for a backup job at 
safety. Cornerbacks Kevin Scott and 
Sheldon White have played well in nick- 
eland dime situations. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Fontes unloaded a bombshell in April 
when he traded up to get All-America 
kicker Jason Hanson of Washington 
State in the second round of the draft 
and then released 12-year veteran Ed 
Murray two days later. The Lions 
weren't unhappy with Murray, but Fon- 
tes didn't know when the opportunity to 
draft a kicker of Hanson's ability would 
come again. Still, it’s a gamble. NFL 
history is littered with highly drafted 
kickers who never panned out. 

There's no uncertainty, however, 
surrounding the rest of the special 
teams. Punter Jim Arnold is consistent 
and capable of delivering the clutch 
kick when needed. 

And no other team has a return man 
like Mel Gray, who handles punts and 
kickoffs with equal 
flair and skill. 0 
ponents try to keep the 
ball out of Gray’s 
hands—usually to no 
avail. 


1992 DETROIT LIONS ROSTER 
fds How oe 
. College a4. 
67 1 West Virginia FA/S1 0/0 
64 3 {ioc Corse Sane FA/90 13/8 
63. 6 I ‘AIS 0/0 
66 4 Southern California 06/89 8/8 
68 3° Houston 01/90 V0 
65 6 Penn State W-Min/91 6/0 
68 4 Oklahoma State 01/89 15/15 
69 R Northwest MissouriSt. 11/92 = 
8-14-69 1 Texas-El Paso 03/91 210 
3-29-68 3 Colorado 05/90 4/1 
8-8-67 3 UCLA FA/90 16/13 
3-16-61 7 Purdue FA/89 16/0 
4-2-66. 2. Mississippi ‘84/90 16/15 
10-6-66 5 Howard FA/92 *6/0 
nn 4-18-61 9 Middle Tennessee State FA/91 2/0 
hes 9-15. 6 Delta State (Miss.) FA/90 Wi 
Neen Tom (TE)... 3-24-70 R 03/92 = 
Hi 10-20-69 2 D1/91 13/1 
10-10-65 = 5 Miami (Fla.) T-NO/91 15/14 
10-9-66 3 Ball State PlanB/ Si 
2-12-64 5 UCLA FAISY 19/2 
8-22-66 5 Louisiana State 05/88 16/16 
5-25-68 2 Nebraska Wesleyan FA/9I 16/0 
3-30-63 8 Florida 01/85, 18/15 
9-27-68 2 Purdue 05/91 16/3 
8-26-59 8 Minnesota FA/B9 6/5 
6-17-63 8 Maryland 185. 16/16 
6-10-67 3 West Virginia FAI92 “1/0, 
10-6-60 = 10 Mic FA/91 “13/8 
10-22-58 12 W-AU/86 14/14 
11-19-70 -R Tennessee State 6/92 - 
12-20-65 4 Washington State 03/89 VN 
12-15-64 6 Southern Methodist 03/87 13/13 
4-12-66 3. Albany (Ga.) State FA/90. 16/0 
10-25-68 1 Grambling State 09/91 210 
3-16-67 3 Sou tari 02/90 16/16 
8 4 Nebr 05/89 14/3, 
7-30-69 R SiuthCatlna Sate _ D1/92 = 
10-24/69 2 Mississipy T-Dal/91 16/0. 
11-26-69 3 Pit /90 16/16 
6 Lovisiana State FA/89 16/0 
10 Tennessee 1/83 2/2 
64 6 lowa State 08/87 16/16 
12-18-67 3 Tennessee 7/90 16/14 
6 Cincinnati Sup02/84 16/16 
10-19-66 © 5 Virginia Tech FA/89 10/0 
59 Scroggins, Tracy.. R Tulsa 02/92 —_ 
54 Spielman, Chris 65 5 Ohio State 02b/88 16/16 
BACKS 
4 ea a 01/88 16/16 
R Georgia T 192 = 
3 Mi PlanB/92*16/14 
4 Baylor 1/89 16/16 
he 
foung 
2 Stanford 4/91 16/0 
7 UCLA FA/90 10/0 
5 Miami ot Ohio W-NYG/90 16/0 
5 Ohio State 188 16/16 
10. Vanderbilt FA/86 16/0 
( R Washington State D2a/92 ot 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 
Darrell Brooks, C; Te LB; Ken rE Darra aoe reat amoea 
Darryl Ford, LB; Rich Gicewicz, TE; Willie Griffis ‘Sheldon ton, T; Wilson Hoyle, K; Phillip Kent, LB; 
Eric Lynch, RB; Regi jie McGill, RB; Blake Miller, OL; Mike Riley, P; Eddie Thomas, WR; Yale Van Dyne, WR; Darrell 
Wallace, RB; Bernard Wilson, DT. 
“Not with Lions in 1991, 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
DID YOU KNOW. .. 
. .that except for its season-ending 17-14 avertime win against Buffalo, none of Detroit's other 17 games was. 
decided bya field goal or less? een playofts, the Lions’ 12 other wins were by an average of 14 points; their 
five defeats by an average of 25 points. 
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Packers will have a distinctly 49ers look in 92 


By TOM SILVERSTEIN 
Milwaukee Sentinel 


the players without a scorecard in 

Green Bay this season. Of course, 
when a team’s victory total drops from 
10 to four in just two years, that 
shouldn't be surprising. 

Since the end of last year, the Pack- 
ers have unveiled a new general man- 
ager, Ron Wolf, and a new head coach, 
Mike Holmgren. Both men have vowed 
to bring the winning spirit back to 
Green Bay, The big question is whether 
the team will make any noticeable on- 
field gains in the new administration's 
first season. 

“The quick fix, neither Ron nor fam 
in this for,” said Holmgren, who comes 
to Green Bay after six years with the 
San Francisco 49ers. “We're in it for the 
long haul. I'm going to hold off on any 
predictions, But it’s important to turn it 
around, and we will do that.” 


COACHING 


Holmgren has made no secret of the 
fact that he expects to run things in 
Green Bay the way they were run in 
San Francisco. Of course, modeling 
yourself after a franchise that won four 
Super Bowl titles in nine years isn't 
such a bad idea, 

To that end, Holmgren has hired 
Sherman Lewis and Ray Rhodes away 
from the 49ers and made them his of- 


| Yy ou probably won't be able to tell 


until the offense jelis. The 


Ce ae PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
big pays and carry th eam PErESSE 


Green Bay posse: 


Potent Packer? Darrell Thompson is the only potential franchise running back that 


fensive and defensive coordinators, re- 
spectively, Both men are veterans of 
the 49ers’ system and are on the same 
page with Holmgren. 

Rhodes may be the wild card. As the 
49ers’ defensive-backfield coach, he did 
a lot of his work behind the scenes and 
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seen ol ne McNabb Bennett 
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Sure sign of if the Packers don't [fe BES Tava 
have a record of at least 3-3 on Octobar " 
25. On that date, thay Regn strech of a iuadle peck ant 
games against tough yy own atterson. fownsent 
tor (Chg eee the New LOLB Stephen Paup 
| ES eee) MLB Noble D’Onaffio | 
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did not get the recognition some others 
did. But he is respected as one of the 
NFL's bright, young coaches, and it will 
be interesting to see how he operates as 
the man in charge of an entire defense. 
The rest of the new staff has far more 
professional experience than that of 
former coach Lindy Infante. Tom Lovat 
(offensive line), Gil Haskell (running 
backs) and Nolan Cromwell (special 
teams) all have paid their NFL dues. 


OFFENSE 


QUARTERBACKS—Unquestionably, 
the biggest story in '92 will be the devel- 
opment of a quarterback capable of 
running Holmgren's system, Whether 
it's Don Majkowski, Brett Favre or 
Mike Tomezak, it’s obvious the starting 
quarterback will play a pivotal role in 
any team success. 

The key man is Majkowski, whose 
career is at the proverbial crossroads. 
He must prove that he has overcome 
the rotator-cuff problems that have 
plagued him the last two years. In 1989, 
Majkowski led the league in passing 


. (4,318 yards) and played like a fearless 


warrior capable of last-second heroics. 
He's played more like a punch-drunk 
fighter the last two seasons. 

Despite Majkowski'’s recent prob- 
lems, Holmgren believes in him, so 
much so he has literally handed him the 
starting job and told him not to lose it. 
The new offense should help, one that 
requires shorter drops and quicker re- 
leases. It also will allow Majkowski to 
do what he does best—roll out and 
throw on the run. 

Waiting in the wings is Favre, who 
was acquired from Atlanta for a 1992 
first-round draft choice. Favre has all 
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the tools, including a cannon arm, but 
he needs seasoning. Holmgren views 
him as the quarterback of the future. 

Favre might be the quarterback of 
the present, however, if he can control 
his arm and Majkowski falters. Tom- 
czak, an eight-year NFL veteran, also 
is in the mix, but he’s a long shot to 
start. Former Heisman Trophy winner 
Ty Detmer, a ninth-round pick, prob- 
ably will end up on the developmental 
squad. 

RUNNING BACKS—This is the Pack- 
ers’ Achilles’ heel, In truth, a man with 
a torn Achilles probably could gain 
more yards rushing than Green Bay 
runners do. 

The Packers have spent two No. 1 
picks in the last six drafts on running 
backs—and have almost nothing to 
show for it. Brent Fullwood (the fourth 
pick overall in 1987) was dumped after 
gaining 1,702 yards in 34 years. Darrell 
Thompson (the 19th pick in '90) has 
been disappointing. 

A more traditional I-back, Thompson 
will have to make some adjustments in 
the new offense. He's very bright and 
athletic, but he'll have to block and 
catch a lot more than he’s done be- 
fore—or may be capable of doing. Still, 
he's the only hope of becoming a fran- 
chise back on this team. 

If Thompson doesn’t pan out, the 
Packers may have to hope Greg Bell 
does. A three-time 1,000-yard rusher 


Guarded optimism: Tony Mandarich has 
been switched from tackle to guard, a 
position for which his athletic ability may 
be best suited. 
eS 


with Buffalo and the Los Angeles 
Rams, Bell doesn't have a lot of mileage 
left, but he could be a stopgap until the 
Packers find someone else. 


Get complete coverage and the 
Official 1992 Packer Media Guide 
with a paid subscription to 


PACKER 
REPORT 


Packer Report is noted as one of the finest NFL team tabloids published 
today and we would like to prove it to you. 

Subscribe today and we will send you a Free Media Guide with your 
paid subscription — and you will start receiving the latest Packer news 
from Green Bay. Draft choices, coaches comments, key matchups, 
player profiles. . .all the inside information you can hope for on your 


favorite team! 


Yes! Sign me up to PACKER REPORT for 26 issues 


for only $27.95 


Rookies Edgar Bennett and Dexter 
McNabb also will be given long looks. 
Bennett, a former standout at Florida 
State, has a good chance of starting be- 
cause of his ability to catch passes and 
play either fullback or tailback. Mc- 
Nabb, from Florida, is strictly a full- 
back, but the kind of player Holmgren 
needs as a blocker. 


RECEIVERS—The Packers wanted to 
upgrade their receiving corps through 
the draft, but not so much that they 
were willing to make deals, So instead | 
of securing Desmond Howard (in the 
first round) or Carl Pickens (in the sec- 
ond), the Pack settled for later picks 
Robert Brooks, Orlando McKay and J 
Chris Holder. | 

One of those rookies may get the op- | 
portunity to play alongside Sterling 
Sharpe, a two-time Pro Bowler whose 
two-year decline in production (from 90 
receptions in 1989 to 69 last year) most- 
ly has been the result of a poor of- 
fensive scheme, 

Sharpe is capable of another 90-catch 
season, but it won't happen if another 
receiver doesn’t emerge. Specifically, 
Holmgren needs people who can run 
short routes, catch the ball and make 
big plays after they get it. 

Charles Wilson, a third-year man 
with speed and no lack of confidence, 
has a chance to start. More likely, San- 
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COACHES 
Head coach: Mike Holmgren. 
wa ‘teaches: Sherman Lewis (offensive coordl- 
nator 


) 
Kent Johnston: {gangtt condoning 
Jim Lind (defensive asslstant/qualty irl) 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


‘regular-season record: 4-12 (4th in NFC Cen- 
ta ein in BSG: 3-9 in conference; 2-6 at 
-6 on roa 


1991 yt eae None. 
Holmgrea's regular-season record: First year as NFL 
fea ‘coach. 
feam record last five years: 29-49-1 (.373, ranks 23rd 
‘h eae in that span), 
4991 team ran NEC WEL 
WY 24 
12 22 
8 19 
W 22 
7 10 
5 7 
10 v 
10 18 
8 19 
a 719 
723 
4 15 
TI 722 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


‘Stadium (capacity, surface): Lambeau Field (59,543, 
yrass); Mitwautee toonty ‘Stadium (56,051, grass). 
icket Information: Green Bay: 414-496-5719. 
Leatenorting 342-2717. 
ip radio station: WTMJ, 620 AM. 
ie St. Norbert College, Green Bay, Wis.; 
te a 


10-39 yd. TOs 


1992 SCHEDULE 

Sept. _6—MINNESOTA 12:00 
Sept. 13—at Tampa Bay 1:00 
‘Sept. 20—CINCINNATI 12:00 
Sept. 27—PITTSBURGH 3:00 
Oct. _4—at Atlanta 1.00 
Oct, 11—Open date 

Oct. 18—at Cleveland 1:00 
Oct. 25—CHICAGO 12:00 
Nov.  1—atDetroit 4:00 
Nov, _8—atN.Y. Giants 1:00 
Nov. 15—PHILADELPHIAat Milwaukee 12:00 
Noy. 22—at Chicago. 12:00 
Nov. 29—TAMPA BAY at Milwaukee 12,00, 
Dec. _6—DETROIT at Milwaukee 12:00. 
Dec. 13—atHouston 7:00 
Dec, 20—L.A. RAMS 12:00 
Dec, 27—at Minnesota 12:00 

Alltimestocal. All games Sunday. 
1991 RESULTS 

Sept, 1—PHILADELPHIA 3-20 
Sept it 14-23 


fi 
27—al Tampa Ba} 


Seer€eerér ocer=rr 
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pa 27-0 
3—at NY. Jots (OT) 
JO-BUFFALO 24-34 
17—MINNESO 21-35, 
INDIANAPOLIS 14-10 
j—atAltlanta 31-35 
. _B—atChicay 13-27 
 15—DETRO! 17-24 
Dec, 21—at Minnesota 21-7 
1991 TEAM LEADERS 


‘Scoring (kicking): Chris Jacke, 85 pts. (31/31 PATs, 
18/24 FGs). 
‘Scoring (touchdowns): Vince Workman, 66 pts. (7 
wai. ee) 

ig: Mike Tomczak, 1,490 yds. (238 att, 128 
ia *38%, 117Ds, Gint.), 
Rushing: Darrell Thompson, 471 yds, (141 att, 3.3 


avg., 110). 
Hues: Sterling Sharpe, 69 (861 yc, 18.9ay9,4 


Inerepton: Chuck Cecil, 3 yee yds., 0 TDs); Mark 
Fea 3 (27 yds., TDs); oRoy Butler, 3 (6 yds., 


‘Tackles: Mark tale 114 (69 solo, 45 assisted). 
Paep Pa I iain, barn (86 its, 3,473 
ul n, 40.4 avg. (86 punts, 
js blocked). 
int roturas: Vai Sikahema, 9.2 avg. (26 att, 239 


TDs) 
Yeon roturns: Charles Wilson, 22.7 avg. (23 att., 
$22 yds., 1TD), 
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Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only 
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jay Beach, a Plan B acquisition and 
former 49er, will get the spot due to his 
familiarity with the offense. He looked 
good in the mini-camp, 

Competition will be fierce because 
Holmgren expects to keep only four re- 
ceivers. Players like Wilson, McKay 
and Holder, who also can return kicks, 
have an advantage. 

At tight end, Jackie Harris and Ed 
West are locks to make the team, and 
rookie Mark Chmura is a strong third 
candidate. Holmgren is counting on 
Harris to emerge asa star. 

LINEMEN—Some of the faces will be 
different here, and so will some of the 
techniques that are used. 

Holmgren likes his guards to pull, a 
big reason why Tony Mandarich has 
been moved from right tackle to right 
guard. Mandarich simply was not an ef- 
fective pass blocker last year, and it's 
hoped 11-year veteran Tootie Robbins, 
the new right tackle, will be. Both Man- 
darich and Robbins tip the scales at 310, 
giving the Packers plenty of beef on the 
right side. 

It's possible that Mandarich, an oft- 
criticized player, may find his niche at 
guard, a position for which his athletic 
ability may be best suited. 

Three members of last year's line 
likely will retain their old jobs: left 
tackle Ken Ruettgers, left guard Rich 
Moran and center James Campen, The 
only member of that trio who will have 
to fight to start is Campen, who will be 
challenged by Plan B signee Frank 
Winters. 

The odd man out is Ron Hallstrom, an 
ll-year veteran who started 16 games 
at right guard last year. He'll probably 
be a backup at both guard spots and 
center, but he'll play if Mandarich fails 
or the injury-prone Ruettgers breaks 


down again, 
DEFENSE 

LINEMEN— Despite disappointing 
play by the defensive line a year ago, 
the front office did little to improve it 
during the off-season, The same three 
down linemen (Robert Brown, Esera 
Tuaolo and Matt Brock) who combined 
for only 10 sacks last season figure to 
Start again in 1992. 

The key man is Tuaolo, who started 
16 games as a rookie in '91 but played at 
less than 100 percent because of a sore 
knee, If he plays up to the potential he 
showed in college, Green Bay's line 
prospects will be improved. 

Brown and Brock are durable players 
(Brown hasn't missed a game in his 10- 
year career), but neither is considered 
a classic pass rusher. Shawn Patterson, 
Andre Townsend and Lester Archam- 
beau are quicker players with more 
pass-rush potential who should push for 
playing time. 

One interesting prospect is Frank 
Conover, a 6-foot-5, 325-pound nose 
tackle acquired via Plan B from Cleve- 
land. He could be an imposing tackle if 
he stays in shape. 

LINEBACKERS — Barring injuries, this 
will be the strength of the defense, 
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Rhodes has a lot of talent to work with. 

On the outside, the Packers have a 
player, Tony Bennett, whom they be- 
lieve is on the verge of stardom. He had 
13 sacks last year, a number that should 
increase in Rhodes’ system when he 
lines up at defensive end on occasion to 
rush the passer. Scott Stephen will 
start at the other outside post. 

Bryce Paup, who had 7% sacks in 
Green Bay’s first four games and none 
thereafter, is penciled in as a backup to 
both Bennett and Stephen, The coach- 
ing staff, however, may need to find a 
place for him somewhere else. 

The inside linebackers are Brian 
Noble and Johnny Holland, both of 
whom have been steady performers. 
Noble has had several Pro Bowl-type 
seasons but lacks the name recognition 
of other players around the league. It’s 
possible that rookie Mark D'Onofrio, a 
second-round pick from Penn State, 
could bump either Noble or Holland 
from the starting lineup, D'Onofrio has 
a nasty streak the Packers could use. 

It's highly doubtful the new defense 
will be as situational as it was under 
former coordinator Hank Bullough, 
Players like Noble and Paup will be 
asked to do more things than they've 
done in the past. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Nowhere will the 
Packers have more athletic and big- 
play ability than in the secondary, 

It starts with No, 1 draft pick Terrell 
Buckley, who is guaranteed to open the 
season at left cornerback despite never 
having played in an NFL game. Buck- 
ley’s presence has forced numerous po- 
sition changes in the secondary, includ- 
ing LeRoy Butler's switch from right 
corner to strong safety and Vinnie 
Clark's move from left to right corner. 

Butler, a one-time teammate of 
Buckley's at Florida State, could pro- 
vide the kind of pass coverage the 
Packers lacked with former starter 
Mark Murphy. Butler, however, will be 
hard-pressed to duplicate Murphy’s ag- 
gressiveness and hitting ability. 

Clark, the Packers’ No. 1 pick a year 
ago, may be the team’s best all-around 
athlete. But he'll have to master the 
mental side of the game; if he can't, 
Plan B acquisition Lewis Billups will 
startinstead. 

As a unit, the secondary has the po- 
tential to vastly improve the Packers’ 
defense. One thing is certain: it will 
make as many big plays as it gives up. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Place-kicker Chris Jacke and punter 
Paul McJulien are virtually assured of 
keeping their positions. Jacke, whose 
‘91 slump was partly due to acrimoni- 
ous contract negotiations, should be 
much better. He has hit on better than 
75 percent of his field-goal attempts in 
each of his three NFL seasons. 
McJulien averaged 
40.4 yards per punt in 
his first full season, 
Buckley should be a 
dynamite punt re- 
turner. 


1992 GREEN BAY PACKERS ROSTER 


Mo. QUARTERBACKS W/W, Born, 
10-30-67 
10-10-69 
2-25-64 
10-23-62 
8-18-66 
8-1-62 
2-15-69 
5-1-68 
2-2-67 
8-16-60 _ 
7-9-69 
11-23-67 
11-17-69 
5-9-68 
2-21-66 
6-23-70 
2-22-69 
Ford, Bernard... 2-27-66 
80 Harris, Ja 4/243 1-4-68 
Henry, Charles ( 14/230 4-18-64 
20 Holder, Chris, 0/182 10-23-69 
48 Ingram, Darryl (TE) 3/245 5-2-66 
81 Kemp, Perry. 0/163 1231-61 
83 McKay, Orlande 10/175 10-269 
84 Sharpe, Sterling 1/205. 4-6-65 
85 Taylor, Kitrick 11/189 7-22-64 
West, Ed ( 1/244 B-2-61 
Wilson, Charle: 10/178 7-1-68 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN, 
63 Campen, James (C). 6-11-64 
78 Cheek, Louis (T/G) -7/286 10-6 -64 
58 Garten, Joe (C/G) 2/289 8-13-68 
65 fas eae 6/305 6-11-59 
79 Mandarich, Tony (T/G -5/310 9-23-66 
57 Moran, Rich (6). -3/280 9-19-62 
71 Oberg, Andrew (T) . 7/900 2-2-69 
84 Porter, Rapler (&. 4/276 8-14-66 
73 Robbins, Tootie (T) 5/310 6-2-58 
75 Ruettgers, Ken (7)... 8-20-62 
68 Singletary, i iN) 4-17-64 
76 Viaeno, David Y) 7-14-65 
52 Winters, Frank (C/G). 1-23-64 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
74 Archambeau, Lester (E) 87 
70 Bradley, (NT) 70, 
62 Brock, wane 66 
93. Brown, Robert (E) 60 
7 Peed i lad 68 
99, Davey, Don (E} 68. 
92 sagan Ry a iF 67 
96 Patterson, Shawn (E) 64 
61 Townsend, Andre (E).. 62 
98 Tuaolo, Esera (NT) 68 


LINEBACKERS: 


94 D'Onofrio, Mar 
50 Holland, Johnny... 
97, McDonald, Mike, 


24 Fuller, Joe (CB)... 
24 Hauck, Tim (S 
44 Holmes, Jerry 


35 Washington, Charles ( 
38 White, Adrian (8)... 
SPECIALISTS 
aera oe) 
46 McJulien, Paul (P) 
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George Koonce, 


ickson, WR; 
ison, RB. 


Sebastian Barrie, DE; Anthony Booker, T; Jett Bridewell, OB; Linzy Collins, WR; 
Ja Lauscher 
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By RAY RICHARDSON 
St, Paul Pioneer Press 


ly o say that the Minnesota Vikings 
have undergone change does not 
seem appropriate, 

It's more like a renaissance. 

On the heels of a disappointing 8-8 
season in 1991, about the only thing that 
will remain the same in '92 are the 
team’s purple-and-white uniforms, 

Mike Lynn’s 18-year association with 
the Vikings is officially over. The one- 
time general manager sold his interest 
in the team and is no longer even on the 
board of directors, 

Herschel Walker, too, is history, hav- 
ing been released by the Vikings in late 
May. The running back’s departure 
ends a chapter in one of the worst 
trades—at least from Minnesota’s 
viewpoint—in the history of the Na- 
tional Football League. 

Twins Owner Carl Pohlad and associ- 
y\, ¥ ate Irwin Jacobs gave up their six-year 

m= legal battle for control of the Vikings by 

«| selling their interest in the team for $52 

“} million. That move left club President 
Roger Headrick firmly in charge. 

Headrick has put his stamp on the or- 
ganization in less than two years’ time. 
r His boldest move thus far has been the 
hiring of Dennis Green, the former 
Stanford coach who becomes only the 
third black head coach in NFL history. 

“I want to challenge the team men- 


Strangths: Wide re- 
ceiver and offensive tine. 


Carter is one of three Minnesota receivers 
possessing Pro Bow! talent. 


to the cause: Anthony 


os 


tally,” said Green, whose three-year 
Stanford record was 16-18. “You can’t 
do things right at half speed. There will 
never be any hesitation on my part to 
make sure things get done right.” 


COACHING 
One of Green's biggest concerns may 
be to keep people from thinking his of- 
fense will become a clone of those 
found in Washington and San Fran- 
cisco. Although Green hired former 
Redskins assistant Jack Burns as of- 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


3 Anthony Carter, Cris Carter 
= and Hassan Jones comprise OFFENSE 
; one of the league's elite pass- WR A. Carter Obes Hughes: 
=i catching corps. The offensive line LT Zimmerman Habib Griffith 
4 fount iene andhasbeenintact ig A. McDaniel Schreiber Adams 
— | C___Lowdermilk __ Schreiber Morris 
= Weaknassss: The Vikings stil don't know 
| who their starting quarterback will be 86 ___Kalis Habib Schreiber 
There's also little depth at linebacker. AT Irwin Habib Griffith 
| Koy to success; A fast start. t would make. TE Jordan Tice M. Jones 
|_ fans balleve that tng really are onthe wa. Carter H. Jones Obee 
upswing for this: franchise, However, a : 
| schedule that includes thrae road games 98 Wilson Salisbury Gannon 
| Intheticstfourweeks anda combined five 8B Allen Nelson Gaddis 
james, Shit Washington, Detroit and AB Craig Anderson Gaddis | 
hicago In the first eight does not bode : | 
He Igns of trouble: The bad habits picked DERENSE | 
sure signs of i is pict 
Up in recent years persist and any of the ¢£ McClendon Haves, Noga | 
top offensive linemen (guard Randall Mc- LT __Randle Freeman Barker | 
Daniel and tackles Gary Zimmerman and AT Thomas Freeman Barker 
Tim Irwin, in particular) are injured. The RE Doleman Harris Noga 
| ieee ensivelinemen donthavea lot) \oug Merriweather Caesar Jenkins 
That's a fact: For the first time in their g2-  MLB_De! Rio Maneny: Bary. 
| | year history, the Vikings will have more ROLB Berry E.McDaniel Jenkins 
than one black on thelr coaching stat. C8 Lee Parker Mayes 
| Besides Green, Tony Dungy (detensive . 
| | coordinator), Wille Shaw (secondary),  ¢&——fwlland Metilan wares 
Tyrone Willingham (running backs) and SS__Browner_ att Welborne 
Richard poe (outside linebackers) FS ___ Glenn Wright Welborne 
arenew in’ 
Coach Dennis Green says: "We havetheright SPECIALISTS 
People todo wiatwote ying iodo. We | K Revei 
just need to get everybody playing hard 
for 60 minutes. That takes-better mental Newsome 
and physical preparation.” KR ___Nelson Smith 
PR Smith Hughes Obee 
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Green is at the center of a Viking renaissance 


fensive coordinator and plans to use 
some of the things he learned from his 
days with the 49ers under Bill Walsh, he 
is eager to establish his own identity. 

Among the 10 assistants Green inher- 
ited from former coach Jerry Burns, 
only four were invited back for 1992— 
and three of those have been reas- 
signed. Offensive line coach John Mi- 
chels was the only coach not let go or 
given new duties. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—The situation here 
hasn't changed much even if the coach- 
ing staff has. Rich Gannon, Wade Wil- 
son and Sean Salisbury all were ranked 
No, 1 on the depth chart heading into 
training camp, and Green thinks any of 
them is capable of starting. 

Gannon started the final 11 games 
last year after Burns benched Wilson 
for throwing 10 interceptions in the first 
five games. Wilson, however, looked 
sharp in two mini-camps last spring. 

Gannon's career may be at a cross- 
roads. A six-year veteran, he had an op- 
portunity last year to establish himself 
but struggled at times even after the of- 
fense was simplified. Gannon still com- 
pleted 59.6 percent of his passes with 
only six interceptions, but if he doesn’t 
Start in ‘92, it would be a huge blow to 
his development. 

RUNNING BACKS—If last year is any 
indication, running the ball shouldn't be 
a problem in 1992. The Vikings ranked 
fourth in the NFL in rushing last year 
despite Walker's troubles. 

Veterans Roger Craig and Darrin 
Nelson figure to play prominent roles in 
the new rushing game. Craig, who led 
the Raiders with 590 yards rushing last 
year, was signed in Plan B. Green was 
able to coax Nelson, who spent his first 
seven-plus NFL seasons in Minnesota, 
out of retirement. Green has ties to 
both players, having coached Craig dur- 
ing his years in San Francisco and Nel- 
son in an earlier stint at Stanford. 

Craig, who will be 32 at the start of 
the season, looked like his old, high- 
stepping self in two mini-camps last 
spring. He's eager to prove he hasn't 
lost it, and Green plans to give him 
many opportunities to do so, 

Regardless of how well Craig and 
Nelson perform, the feature back will 
be Terry Allen, who gained 563 yards in 
spot duty last year after spending all of 
his 1990 rookie year on injured reserve. 
Allen's speed and explosiveness provide 
@ much-needed outside threat, 

RECEIVERS—If Green can keep the 
trio of Anthony Carter, Cris Carter and 
Hassan Jones happy, the Vikings could 
have a potent offense. Cris Carter's big 
year in 1991 (72 catches for 962 yards) 
undoubtedly cut into the production of 
both Anthony Carter and Jones, All 
three players have Pro Bow! talent. 


Continued 
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FOLLOW THE VIKINGS AND NEW 
HEAD COACH DENNIS GREEN! 


es, 1992 will be an exciting year! The Vikings are a team full of 

changes—from owners down through the coaches and players. 

There is only one way you can insure yourself of the inside 
scoop ... let Bob Lurtsema’s Viking Update, the only publication 
devoted exclusively to the Minnesota Vikings, be your inside reporter! 


Published 24 times a year (weekly August through December PLUS 
four special off-season issues), the Update brings in-depth coverage of 
each game as well as complete statistics. Get all the inside information 
on the Vikings with Tony Parker's “Extra Points”. All-Pro Joe Senser 
and “Benchwarmer” Bob Lurtsema provide the insight that only 
former NFL players have and Kevin Brown's “Personnel 
Update” and “Around the League" provide the latest 
Viking and NFL roster moves. Viking Update also 
includes a huge 2 PAGE COLOR CENTERFOLD of 
your favorite Viking player. 


YOUR TICKET TO THE 
VIKINGS STARTS WITH 
TWO FREE ISSUES! 


Accept your first two issues absolutely FREE at no 
obligation. Subscribe today and we will enter your name as a 
subscriber for 24 more issues, that's 26 in all. Viking Update is 
now being sent Air Express outside of the five state area, bringing 
your paper to your door within five days, nationwide! 


The perfect way to supplement your subscription to Viking Update 
year round is The Viking Hotline. Just dial 1-900-860-0075 from any 
Touch-Tone phone to get daily reports on training camp and season roster 
moves, game wrap-ups and more. With The Viking Hotline, the ov 
latest Viking news is only a phone call away! ($2.00 first minute, 
$1.00 for each additional minute, must be 18 years or older.) 


 pleetaeeeteestentoentontoenteetntortententoertentententontentoentontentententententestentesientententontentestenten 


1 

1 Q YES! Sign me up to receive 24 issues of Bob Lurtsema’s Viking Update. 

Il understand that | will receive two FREE issues for a total of 26 issues in alll 

Check one: 

Q 1 year/26 issues in the MN five state area ........... $28.95 
(MN, ND, SD, IA, Wi) El Resmpenieicceed 

Q 1 year/26 issues outside the MN five state area .. $33.95 Ul Pease bal meister 
($28.95 + $5.00 Air Express = $33.95.) QMastercard OVISA 
AIR EXPRESS service will deliver your paper Card # 
within five days nationwide! Bp. Dele 


Name 


Check one: 


Address 


City. State Zip. 
Bob Lurtsema’s Viking Update, 7644 Lyndale Ave. S., Minneapolis, MN 55423-4028, (612) 861-5322 


SUBSCRIBE TODAY 1-800-328-4827 ext. 3585 SAM - 4PM CST 
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Head coach: Dennis Green. 
Assistant coaches: Tom. pus (special teams), 
Brian Billick (tight ends), 
Jack Burns (offensive coordinator). 
Tony Dungy (defensive: coordnato 
Monte Kiffin (inside linebackers). 
John Michels (offensive line), 
Tom Moore (wide fear: 
Willi Shaw (secondary) 
Richard Solomon (outside linebackers). 
John Teerlinck (defensive line), 
Steve Wetzel (strength and conditioning). 
Tyrone Willingham (rn it ‘unning backs). 
ike Wolf (strength and ronatonieg assistant), 


, RECORDS/RANKINGS 


record: 8-8 (3rd in NFG Central); 
-6 in conference; 4-4 at home; 4-4 


road. 
1991 al ne record: None. 


via (tid five years; 43-36 (.544, ranks 10th in 
Jeague in that span), 


MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Se (capacity, surtace}; Metrodome (63,000, arti- 
ical). 


‘Ticket information: 612-333-8828. 

radio station: KFAN, 1130 AM. 
Trai | site: Mankato State University, Mankato, 
‘Minn.; 612-828-6500, 


10-39 y4. TDs 


Loe ‘regular-season record: First year as NFL head 


1991 team rankings: WRC NFL 
Total offense.. 5 10 
Rushing offense, 1 4 
Passing offense. 10 24 
Scoring offens 7 13 
Total defense, 9 14 
Rushing defens 14 20 
Passing defense 9 2B 
Scoring defen: 8 16 
Takeaways, 19 120 
Giveaways: 4 8 
Turnover di 5 19 

1ACKS 8 vw 
Sacks allowed, 6 18 


1992 SCHEDULE 
Sept. _6—at Green Bay 12:00 
Sept. 13—at Detroit 1:00 
‘Sept. 20—TAMPA BAY 12:00 
Sept, 27—at Cincinnati 4,00 
Oct, BARONE 12:00 
Oct. 11— 
Oct, 15—DI TROT | (Thur) 6:30 
Oct. 25—WASHINGTON 12:00 
Nov,  2—atChicago (Mon.) 600 
Nov. 8 —at Tampa Bay 1.00 
Nov. 15-HOUSTON 12:00 
Nov, 22—CLEVELAND 12:00 
Nov, 29—at L.A. Rams 1:00. 
Dec. 6—at Philadelphia 4:00 
Dec. 13—SAN FRANCISCO 12:00 
Dec. 20—at Pittsburgh 1:00 
Dec, 27—GREEN BA’ 12:00 

Alltimes local, All gamos Sunday unless noted, 
1991 RESULTS 
Sept. pean hears L 
Sept. 8—atAtianta WwW 
Sept. 15—SAN FRANCISCO WwW 
Sept, 22—at New Orleans L 
Sept, 29—DENVER L 
Oct. 6—atDetroit L 
Oct. 13—PHOENIX Ww 
Oct. .20-—at New England (OT), t 
Oct. 27—at Phoonix. WwW 
Nov. 9—TAMPA BAY WwW 
Noy. 11—CHIGAGO L 
Nov, 17—atGroen Bay W 
Nov, 24—DETROIT is 
Deo, 1—Opendate 
Dec. 8—alTampa Bay W 
Dec. 15—L.A, RAMS WwW 
Deo. 21—GREEN BAY L 
1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Scoring {ict Fuad Reveiz, 85 pts. (34/35 PATs, 
17/24 FGs) 
Scoring ti 
fishing} 
Passiny 


jowns}: Herschel Walker, 60 pts. (10 


Rich Gannon, 2, 16a yds. (354 att. 217 
6%, 12 TDs, Bint. 


ie 1070s). 
Ayeapon: Cris Cate, 72 (962 yes, 13.4 avg. 8 


Ds) 
evar Joey Browner, 5 (97 yds.,0 TDs). 
ay Mike Merriweather, 189 (101 solo, 88 as- 
siste 
Sacks; John Randle, 9.5 (56 yds,), 
Fast ay ary Nie 45.5 avg. (68 punts, 3,095 
locke 


Pa returns: i Lewis, 7.5 avg. (90 att., 225 yds,, 0. 


8). 
Kickotf roturas; Darrin Nelson, 22.0 avg. (31 att., 682 
yds, 0TDs), 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 


100-yé. games 
17-39 yd. Fes 
40-49 yd. Fos 
50+ ya. Fos 


PATS 


1-9yd. Tos 
10-39 yd. TDs 
40s yé. TOs 
Deleasive TOs 


{|=} 100-y4. games 


‘Anthon\ Carter 


ris Carter = 


1-4 


Roger Craig 


Rich Gannon 


Hassan Jones. 


Mike Jones 


Steve Jordan 


M. M'riweather 


| Darrin Nelson 


TH ce 


Pot EP PIE e pelea yap eyeye 
Hater pelepetepel ep alate ey aoe yd tos. 
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Tight end Steve Jordan, a six-time 
Pro Bowler and the Vikings’ all-time 
leading receiver, may be accompanied 
by a second tight end in certain forma- 
tions to help the running game. 

Mike Tice, a 12-year veteran ac- 
quired from Seattle via Plan B, is one 
candidate for sucha role. 

LINEMEN—This is perhaps Min- 
nesota's most reliable unit, Last sea- 
son, the line allowed just 1.7 sacks per 
game. It was so solid, in fact, that the 
Vikings did not draft an offensive line- 
man last spring and invited just a few 
free agents to training camp. 

The starting quintet of tackles Tim 
Irwin and Gary Zimmerman, center 
Kirk Lowdermilk and guards Randall 
McDaniel and Todd Kalis is entering its 
fourth consecutive season together, 
The rapid improvement of four-year 
veteran Brian Habib, however, could 
break the string. Habib, who can play 
guard or tackle, started eight games 
last year because of injuries to, and a 
demotion of, right guard Kalis. 

The left guard, McDaniel, is in no 
danger of a demotion. He's a three-time 
All-Pro and one of the NFL's premier 
players at his position. 

The only concern on the line is age. 
Irwin, entering his 12th season, is the 
group's elder statesman at 33, Zimmer- 
man and backup guard Adam Schreiber 
are both 30 and Lowdermilk is 29. Still, 
the Vikings feel they can squeeze an- 
other productive year out of this unit. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—On April 25, Minnesota 
traded Keith Millard, the NFL's Defen- 
sive Player of the Year in 1989, to Se- 
attle for a pair of second-round draft 
picks. Millard had not played in nearly 
two seasons because of injury, but his 
departure represented the first of many 
expected changes on the defensive line, 

With most NFL offensive lines now 
averaging about 300 pounds per man, 
the Vikings must get bigger. Their 1991 
starting line of Chris Doleman, Henry 
Thomas, Ken Clarke and John Randle 
averaged only 26914 pounds, 

That lack of girth was a factor in Min- 
nesota finishing 20th in the league 
against the run and its linemen regis- 
tering only 30 sacks. Just two seasons 
earlier, the Vikings set a league record 
with 71 sacks (all but 8% by linemen). 

Green started the rebuilding process 
by using his first two draft picks on de- 
fensive linemen and signing two others 
in Plan B. Robert Harris of Southern 
(La.) and Roy Barker of North Carolina 
are a couple of hugé 6-foot-4 players 
with explosive first steps and reputa- 
tions for being good pass rushers, 

Plan B free agents Lorenzo Freeman 
(formerly of the Giants) and Skip Mc- 
Clendon (San Diego) also figure into the 
defensive-line mix. McClendon figures 
to start at left end, while Freeman 
backs up at tackle. 

LINEBACKERS—This was another 
trouble spot in 1991, with linebackers 
accounting for just two of Minnesota’s 
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33 sacks and often failing to provide ad- 
equate support on running plays. 

One of Green’s off-season priorities 
was to get the linebackers “lined up in 
the right positions,” That sounds simple 
enough, but what it means is moving 
middle linebacker Ray Berry to the 
right side and ‘shifting Mike Mer- 
riweather, a right-side man last year, 
to his natural position on the left side. 

Berry’s replacement will be Jack Del 
Rio, acquired from Dallas via Plan B. 
Del Rio, who led the Cowboys with 138 
tackles last season, already has been 
penciled in to start. 

Depth may be a problem unless Ed 
McDaniel, a fifth-round pick from 
Clemson, is ready to play. It still isn’t 
known if veteran Mark Dusbabek is 
fully recovered from the major knee in- 
jury that kept him out of all but one 
game last year. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The key is Joey 
Browner, who, except for Walker, took 
most of the heat for last year’s finish. 

Browner, 32, is a six-time All-Pro 
strong safety and the subject of private 
complaints from teammates about sub- 
par play last year. Burns took him out 
of the lineup for two games to, ostensi- 
bly, allow shoulder and knee injuries to 
heal. Browner felt he was benched. 

Regardless, how Browner bounces 
back in '92 will have a major effect on 
the secondary. But management has 
covered itself justin case. 

Vencie Glenn, a veteran of six NFL 
seasons, was signed as a Plan B free 
agent. And the Vikings signed Tripp 
Welborne, their seventh-round pick in 
1991 who decided to sit out last season 
while rehabilitating a severe knee in- 
jury. Welborne would have been a No. 1 
pick if not for the injury. If healthy, he 
could push Browner for his starting job. 

Todd Scott, a promising second-year 
player, looked good in two mini-camps 
after being moved from cornerback to 
strong safety. If Welborne is not ready 
to beat out Browner, Scott might be. 

Like the offensive line, age is a factor 
here. Felix Wright, last year’s starting 
free safety, is 33 and likely will yield his 
starting job to Glenn. Carl Lee is 31 but 
should start again. Reggie Rutland is 
younger than either (28), but he got 
beat deep too often last year. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

The kicking game is solid with punter 
Harry Newsome and place-kicker Fuad 
Reveiz. Newsome led the NFC last year 
(a 45,5-yard gross average); Reveiz 
made 71 percent of his field goals and 
didn’t miss from inside the 40. 

Leo Lewis’ retirement leaves the Vi- 
kings looking for a punt returner. The 
top contenders are Scott, Plan B cor- 
nerback Anthony Parker and wide re- 
ceivers Terry Obee and Kendal Smith. 

Nelson is expected 
to handle kickoffs, but 
if he’s a step slow, 

Smith, Obee and Dar- 
ren Hughes will com- 
pete for that duty. 


1992 MINNESOTA VIKINGS ROSTER 
FL 
RL/WL Bora 
12-20-65 oH Delaware 
9-13-68 R Florida State 
3-9-63 4 Southern California 
2-1-59 12 East Texas State 
rend 5 esi 
7-10-60 8 Nebraska 
4-16-67 R Clark Atlanta 
12-7-64 6 
3-4-69 a 
1-2-59 11° Stanford 
RECEIVERS: 
81 Carter, Anthony 11/176 9-17-60 8 lestlcad 
‘80 Carter, Cris 198 11-25-65 6 OhioState 
68 A EastCarolina 
1 Carson-Newman (Tenn. 
T Florida State 
3 Texas A&M 
43 Brown s 
ee 
67 1 Fes bate 
65 3 UtahState 
42. Michigan 
68 R Pittsburgh 
65 2 Mississippi Valley St. 
68 
64 


69 Kalis, Te 5-10-65 te 
it kG) 4-10-63 Ohio State 
‘64 McDaniel, Randall ( 12-19-84 State 
68 Morris, Mike (C) 2-22-61 NE, Missouri State 
{60 Schreiber, Adam (G/G) 2-20-62 Texas 
65 Zimmerman, Gary (T] 12-13-61 Oregon 


DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 


ONaUEDHeEDD TEHnroensa. 
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2 


|-27-87. 2 Syracuse 
7ST 2 Baton Cle 
}+4-63 8 Southern California 
oo ee 

}- 12-66, 5 Colgat 

.-23-69 R Clemson 

1-26-60 10 Pacific 
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Wake Forest 
Tennessee 


Neo 


rocemwelrly 
18 Newsome, He 
4 Reve, Fad ( ! 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP. 


Roman Anderson, K; Curtis Banks, CB; Chris Cochrane, OB; Briah Dahl, LB; Chuck. Eyes, AB; Brent Griffith, T; 
Irvin Smith, CB; Ed Sutter, 


Victor Hall, TE; Del Lyles, LB; John McNiff, FB; Eric Miller, DT; Randy Simmons, FB; i 
LB; Eric Wenzel, T; Brian Wise, S. 


“Not with Vikings in 1991. 
+includes totals with both Vikings and another NFL teamin 1991. 


Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
DID YOU KNOW. .. 


that the fallout from the Herschel Walker trade of October 1989 is over?. Betting ae ey the Vikings will have 
since 


aNo. 1 draft pick next year for the first time since 1988. They've had only two No. 


D8) 
1) ne 


How "91 Games 
x GP/6S 
T-NE/87 15/11 
192 i 
FA/90 0/0 
08/81 5/5 
9/90 15/6 
03/84 16/5 
PlanB/92 *15/13 
11/92 _ 
08/87 11/0 
1/92 = 
FAI91 16/0 


012/91 0/0 
5/86 18/7 
03/90, 16/0 
07/82 16/18 
FAIS9 16/0 
131 110 
012/92 = 
32/91 4/0 
FA/92 
PlanB/92 *16/15 
9/92 = 
FAI92 0/0 
FAIOI 
10/88 16/8 
1816 
188 16/8 
03/85 «16/18 
01/88 16/16 
FA/SI 16/0 
PlanB/90 15/0, 
T-NYG/86 16/16 
4/92 - 
10/92 = 
01/85 16/16 
8/92 
192 = 
PlanB/s2 17/0 
FAISY 16/8 
FA/90 16/8 
FAIS i 
03/87 16/15 
FA/92 “2/0 
02/87 18/16 
011/91 
fanB/92 “16/16 
89 
03/91 3/0 
PlanB/S1 16/0 
05/92 
T-Pit/89 16/16. 
pies 14 
PlanB/92 “16/1 
7/83 1414 
FA/92 9/0 
PianB/a9 16/7 
PlanB/S2 _*2/0 
Dae7 13/12 
06/91 16/1 
. D7algt 0/0 
PlanB/91 16/1 
D7/92 — 
PlanB/91 16/16 
PlanB/90 16/0 
FA/90 16/0 
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-| Wyche has brought a new attitude to Tampa Bay 


| By NICK PUGLIESE 
=¢| Tampa Tribune 


@& am Wyche has been known to 

) turn a magic trick every now and 
&D then. However, if the new coach 
of the Tampa Bay Buccaneers can pull 
a winning season out of his hat in 1992 
with one of the National Football 
League's most hapless franchises, he 
will have performed a Houdini-like 
feat. 

Wyche, who left the Cincinnati Ben- 
gals amid controversy on December 24, 
arrived in Tampa Bay 2% weeks later 
as the replacement for the fired Rich- 
ard Williamson, Since that time, 
through trades, free-agent signings and 
j the draft, Wyche has added more than 
two dozen players and some valuable 
experience to what has been one of the 
NFL's youngest teams. Among the 
newcomers {s a familiar face; quarter- 
back Steve DeBerg, who played for the 
Bucs from 1984-87, as well as several 
former Bengals. Others to join the Bucs 
after Wyche include former Denver 
wide receiver Ricky Nattiel and ex- 
Minnesota linebacker Jimmy Williams. 

The most important addition at One 
Buccaneer Place, however, has been a 
new attitude. Wyche set the tone on the 
day he was hired, when he climbed ona 
makeshift stage outside Tampa Sta- 
| dium and fed hope to a crowd of several 
thousand starved fans. His enthusiasm 


Ghange for the better: A ter being switched from fullback to running back, Reggie Cobb 
rushed for 752 yards and seven touchdowns last season. 
= u 


has carried over to the players, too, 
many of whom were going through the 
motions late last year when Wil- 
liamson’s dismissal was all but final. 
“We've got the morale of a team com- 


ce Suhuly seed PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
| at certain skill positions; QFFENSE 
running back, wide receiver 
‘and tight end, The offensive tine WA Carrier Nattiel Drewrey | 
a to im Ee Hineback= LT Gruber Hunter 
ers.are the heart of the defense. ie Rei McHal ™ 
| 7” Weainestes: The Bucs ook awfully shaky ¢ —jyarpen aeer Sullivan 
| atthe most important skill position: quar payee - 
| | terback. inconsistency at that position in. AG Beckles Dil Kirkland 
| 1981 and the lack of a good offensive AT Mcae Taylor 
scheme stopped the more than lac I 
ofablity, Tackle and ightcometback re t= —Hontal Anderson _Aumstrong 
main the biggest trouble spots on defense. eweey ~Jeddltes 
Kay/l0 suseess: Vinny Testaverde, Who 98 Testaverde DeBerg Erickson 
ele taformerHelsman trophy winner AB cobb G.Anderson Hardy 
wally fulfills his promise, uccaneets B Wil M i } 
figure to score pins with thet new of ql sen ame vee | 
isles DEFENSE 
Pe 
terrible start o 
Gh x and Steve DeBerg has tore- [= aie Maxey 
; | 7 facli Gury Anderson, Mark Gartiie AT Newton Wheeler 
and! Ron Hall combined for tee foeh= RE weCants Dotson 
ins in, s 
LLB Williams Murphy Brady 
Coach Sam Wyehe says: t hope we win right ; 
| | away besactaordontinanttoaaneen) HL8Solomon Tiggle Burnette 
| | theenthusiasm/” ALB Thomas ‘willing 
CB Reynolds Lilly Green | 
CoC. Carter Mack Jones 
88 Robinson King Fullington 
FS Covington M. Carter Frizzll 
SPECIALISTS 
x Willis 
P___Stryzinski 
KA___Hawkins G Anderson 
PR__Hawkins Drewrey 
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ing off a playoff year,” said Wyche, who 
compiled a 61-66 record in eight years 
with Cincinnati. “The enthusiasm is ex- 
cellent.” 

The Bucs were 3-13 a year ago, and 
their nine consecutive losing seasons 
comprise the longest such streak in the 
NEL. Wyche's arrival and a fifth-place 
schedule have prompted optimism, but 
the new coach warns against expecting 
too much, too soon. 

“We'll win some and we'll be im- 
proved," the new coach said. “Teams 
don't leap from 3-13 to the Super Bow! 
very often. Generally, it's more of a 
marathon than a sprint. One thing is 
certain—we'll be exciting.” 


COACHING 


Wyche, who also holds the title of di- 
rector of football operations, is clearly 
the man in charge. He has surrounded 
himself with a solid staff, including new 
vice president of football administra- 
tion Richard M¢Kay and a couple of 
holdovers from the previous regime: 
Jerry Angelo, director of player person- 
nel, and defensive coordinator Floyd 
Peters. The latter also applied for the 
head coaching position, but quickly ac- 
cepted Wyche's invitation to remain in 
Tampa. Wyche wants Peters to finish 
the job he started last season, when the 
Bucs improved from 24th to 11th in the 
league in total defense. 

Among the new coaches Wyche hired 
were a trio of NFL veterans: Ed 
Khayat (defensive line), Maxie Baugh- 
an (linebackers) and Willie Peete (run- 
ning backs). Wyche also hired Ray 
(Rock) Oliver, a respected strength and 
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conditioning coach, and bulked up the 
team's weight room as well. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—Although DeBerg 
has returned via Plan B and the Bucs 
drafted a pair of bright, young quarter- 
backs in Craig Erickson and Mike Paw- 
lawski, Vinny Testaverde remains the 
main man in Tampa Bay. 

Now entering his sixth season, 
Testaverde remains an enigma. The 
No. 1 overall draft pick of 1987 has 
never thrown more touchdown passes 
than interceptions in any season, and 
his career ratio of interceptions to 
touchdowns (96-63) is horrible. There 
are those who doubt he can master 
Wyche’s wide-open offense and no- 
huddle attack, but the new coach 
worked hard to build up Testaverde’s 
confidence during the off-season. 

The ideal situation would be 
Testaverde starting, DeBerg ready if 
needed and Erickson and Pawlawski 
getting groomed for the future. But 
don't be surprised if Testaverde falters 
and DeBerg becomes the starter, even 
if the latter is now 38 and Kansas City 
gave up on him last year. 

RUNNING BACKS—Reggie Cobb 
showed flashes last year of becoming 
an impact NFL player. After being i 
switched from fullback to running 
back, he rushed for 752 yards and seven’ — Burgeoning Bue: Broderick Thomas, who finally exhibited the skills that warranted his 

No. 6 overall selection in the ‘89 draft, did everything last year except make the Pro Bowl. 


Continued 


A BUCCANEER BUC FANS 


Don't miss another issue full of Buc team news! 


Subscribe to THE BUCCANEER MAGAZIN. 
today and keep in touch with new head coach Sam 
Wyche as he turns the Tampa Bay Buccaneers FREE MEDIA GUIDE 
into Super Bowl contenders! You receive 24 Subscribe before Oct. 1, 1992 and 
action-packed issues each ind it’s the most receive a copy of the 1992 official 
comprehensive coverage you can find anywhere. Buccaneer Media Guide. 
Don't miss this special offer-CALL TODAY! 


iption to The Buccaneer Magazine for the term indicated below.! 
Check All That Apply: 
{ Send me a FREE 1992 Media Guide. I've 


YES! Enter my 


|2-years (48 issues)=$53.00 included $2.00 for postage and handling. 
3-years (72 issues)=$78.00 Tenclose payment with order. | 
: Total enclosed: $ 


* Rosters & Depth Charts . be | VISA CMC Exp. Date 


+ Game Coverage Las = —— Card No. aS -_ 
» Dramatic Photos | City/State/Zip ___ — Signature —_ = —_— 
+ Player Profiles Phone [_] Send my subscription Ist Class Mail. | 
ts 5 i ve enclosed an additional $35.00 per year. 
r anette Send payment to: The Buccaneer Magazine ___ I've enclosed an a y 
Complete statistics P.O. Box 370052 + Tampa, FL 33697-0052 (1 Check here if a renewal. sv | 


* Insider Columns | Ph: (813) 282-0844 or 1-800-881-BUCS(2827) « Fax: (813) 286-7207 
+ The Swash-Buc-Lers Taiernational subscribers please contact the publications office for rates. 


Credit Card Orders 1 800 88 1 ioe S Or FAX your order: 
Call Toll Free: Zz = = (813) 286-7207 
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TAMPA BAY SELLE 


NEC CENTRAL 


zl. 


COACHES 
Head coach: Sam 


‘Wyche. 
Assistant coaches: Floyd Peters (defensive coordi- 
nator] 
Maxie Baughan (linebackers), 
Ed Khayat (defensive line). 
Steve Shafer (defensive backs), 
Jeff Fitzgerald (defensive assistant). 
Richard Wood (defensive assistant), 
Willie Peete (running backs). 
Turk Schonert (quarterbacks). 
Bob Wylie (offensive line). 
Harold Jackson (receivers). 
George Stewart (special teams/tight ends). 
Ray Oliver (strength and conditioning). 
Dennis Green (assistant strength and conditioning). 


RECORDS/ RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season rec 13 (5th in NFC Cen- 
Las " 7 in ice 2-10 in conference; 3-5 at 


Tagulat-saso recor: 61-86 in eight seasons 


with Bengals. 
Wychs's postseason record: 3-2 in two playoffs with 
eae 


five years: 23-56 (.291, ranks 28th in 
Hague in that span). 

}991 team rankings: WFC NFL 
Toll offen: 8 26 
Rushing offense. 10 19 
Passing offense. 4 28 
‘Scoring offense... 13 26 
Total defense . 8 iW 
Rushing defense. 13 25 
Passing defense 3 5 
Scoring defense... 13 25 
WW 24 
4 28 
13 7 
6 19 
4 26 

MISCELLANEOUS DATA 
Len (gapacity, surface}: Tampa Stadium (74,296, 

ass). 


icket information: 
sien ‘radio station; WC 
He elite site: University of Tampa, Tampa, F 


RUSHING 


300-yd. games 


1-9 yd. TDs 
10-39 yd. TOs 


i | 
S { 
it 


ary Anderson 


1992 SCHEDULE 


6—PHOENIX 
13—GREEN BAY 
pt. 20—at Minnesota 
. 27—at Detroit 
Oct. _4—INDIANAPOLIS 
Oct. 11—Opendate 
Oct. 18—at Chica 


Oct. 25—DETRO 
Nov,  1—at New Orleans 

Nov. 8—MINNESOTA 

Nov. 15—CHICAGO 

Nov. 22—atSan Diego 

Nov. 29—Green Bay at Milwaukee. 
Dec. 6—L.A.RAMS 

Dec. 13—ATLANTA 


Dec. 19— oak an kraneroes (Sat) 
Dec, 27—at Phoer 


Alltimes local. rf games Sunday unless noted. 
1991 RESULTS 
Sept. 1—atNY. Jets L 13-16 
Sept. 8—CHICAGO L201 
? L 
Sept. 29—at Detroit L 3.31 
Oct." 6—PHILADELPHIA W 14-13 
Oct. 13—Open date 
Oct: 20—atNew Orleans L 7-23 
Oct. 27—GREEN BAY L 0.27 
Nov. 3—atMinnesota L 93-28 
Nov. 10—DETROT W 30-21 
Nov.” 17—at Atlanta L 7-43 
Nov. 24—N,Y. GIANTS C4421 
Dec. 1—atMiami CL 14-33 
Dec. 8—MINNESOTA LC 24-26 
Dec. 44—at Chicago L 0.27 
Dec. 22—INDIANAPOLIS WwW 17-3 
1991 TEAM LEADERS 


|: Steve Christie, 67 pts, (22/22 
8). 
bale {tovehdowas ): Reggie Cobb, 42 pts. (7 rush- 
ing). 


Passing: Vinny Testaverde, 1994 yds. (326 at, 168 
comp. 50.9%, 8 Ds, 15int.). 
Tuniag: Regge Cobb, 752 yas. (196 at, 3.8 avg, 7 


emis: Lawrence Dawsey, 55 (818 yds., 14.9 
inept Tony Covi ton, 3 (21 yds.,0 TDs). 
Int ions: Tony ingt Ss. s 
Te Broderick Thomas, 174 (98 Solo, 76 as- 


tite Broderick Thomas, 11. 
Fate ane Royals, 40,3 avg. (84 punts, 3,389 


ra raturns: ‘Mile Drewrey, 9.5 avg, (38 att. 360 


s). 
itary Ann, 18.9 avg, (34 att, 643 
yds.,0 TDs). 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 


RECEIVING KICK SCORING 


lial 
B | 
| 


50+ yd. Fs 


17-39 yd. Fos 


1-9yt. 10s 
10-39 4. To 
“40, yd Tos 
100. 
“40-49 yd. Fos 
Delensive TOs 


PATS 


‘Jesse Anderson| 


Mark Carrier 


ei 


L-Dawsey 


Steve DeBerg 


Willie Drewrey 


Bruce Hill 


Ricky Natal 


V. Testaverde [2 


Ken Willis = 


HEE Pl Ssyoni pata 
TO a es 
! 


TON rs Ad pes 


MOLLE T LEP EP Sp Ey tet 


VPUTEP EAP Etsy potty 


HSU eee ep edaga 
HS epeeada 
HShaapeperepedapaday 
HUN e eee eye ededa 


Hittlotilatstilipite 
Volpe repre yep ep aya 


HNP tpi tf} 


Robert Wilson [— 
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touchdowns. He is expected to carry an 
even heavier load in '92. 

Although there was some talk that 
veteran Gary Anderson might be over 
the hill when he disappeared from the 
offense last year, don’t write his NFL 
obituary just yet. Anderson ran a 4.4- 
second 40 last spring and is still one of 
the best athletes on this team. Wyche 
Plans to use him much as he used 
James Brooks in Cincinnati, as a spe- 
cialty back and receiver out of the 
backfield. 

Robert Wilson, a terrific blocker, 
started 15 games at fullback as a rook- 
ie, and the Bucs still are hoping former 
Miami (Fla.) star Alonzo Highsmith 
can overcome the knee problems that 
have plagued his NFL career. 

RECEIVERS—The Bucs made their 
deepest position even deeper when they 
used their first draft pick (a second- 
rounder) on Michigan State receiver 
Courtney Hawkins. Wyche's eyes spar- 
kle when he visualizes veterans Mark 
Carrier, Lawrence Dawsey, Nattiel and 
the rookie Hawkins lining up in three- 
and four-wide receiver alignments. 

Dawsey was one of the few bright 
spots for the Bucs last year. A third- 
round pick from Florida State, he led 
the team with 55 receptions for 818 
yards and was a unanimous all-rookie 
selection. He moved into the starting 
lineup in the seventh game and won't be 
leaving it any time soon. 

The Bucs are deep at tight end with 
veterans Ron Hall and Jesse Anderson 
and third-round pick Tyji Armstrong of 
Mississippi, considered the best blocker 
among the '92 crop of tight ends. Look 
for Hall to catch more passes than the 
31 he grabbed last year when injuries 
and a poor offensive scheme worked 
against him. 

LINEMEN—Tampa Bay may field its 
biggest offensive line in history in 1992, 
with five probable starters averaging 6- 
foot-6, 291 pounds. 

Bruce Reimers, a 6-7, 300-pounder 
who spent his first eight NFL seasons 
with Cincinnati, probably will start at 
left guard. Next to him will be 6-5, 290- 
pound tackle Paul Gruber, a starter in 
Tampa Bay the last four years, On the 
right side, Charles McRae (6-7, 290) will 
start at tackle, with former starting 
right tackle Rob Taylor (6-6, 290) prob- 
ably moving to guard, If Taylor cannot 
make the adjustment, Ian Beck- 
les—who has started every game his 
first two seasons with the Bucs—will 
return to right guard. Tony Mayberry 
(6-4, 285) is the incumbent center. 

Several former starters, such as 
guard Tom McHale and center Randy 
Grimes, should give the Bucs their best 
offensive-line depth in years. 


DEFENSE 
LINEMEN—If healthy, the Bucs can 
field a solid front. Tackles Reuben 
Davis and Tim Newton and left end Ray 
Seals all have talent, but Davis (four 
games) and Seals (six) missed consid- 
erable playing time due to injury last 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED Stock 


year, 

One key to the defense will be the 
continued evolution of former line- 
backer Keith McCants at right end. Mc- 
Cants still wants to be a linebacker, but 
Peters envisions him as the next Chris 
Doleman, a player Peters coached in 
Minnésota. McCants had five sacks and 
a team-high 34 pressures last year. 

Looking to add needed depth, the 
Buccaneers signed Reggie Rogers, a 
former high NFL draft pick, and draft- 
ed a couple of other linemen: Mark 
Wheeler of Texas A&M (third round) 
and Santana Dotson of Baylor (fifth). 

LINEBACKERS—The player who ben- 
efited most from Peters’ defensive sys- 
tem was Broderick Thomas, who fi- 
nally exhibited the skills that war- 
ranted his No. 6 overall selection in the 
‘89 draft. Thomas did everything last 
year except make the Pro Bowl, tying 
the Bucs’ record with 174 tackles and 
registering a team-high 11 sacks. 

Jesse Solomon, who provided valu- 
able leadership to a young defense after 
arriving from New England in a trade, 
returns to man the middle. Williams, 
who started 12 games for the Vikings 
last season, has been penciled in to 
start on the left side. 

One player to watch is Ken Swilling, 
who played safety at Georgia Tech but 
is being moved to linebacker. Swilling 
was a sure-fire No, 1 pick a year ago be- 
fore a disappointing senior season 
dropped him all the way to round seven, 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—There has to be 
improvement here. No team inter- 
cepted fewer passes than Tampa Bay 
did (11, tied with the Rams), and team 
leader Tony Covington had only three. 

Right cornerback was a disaster 
area, with four players starting and 
five playing there sometime last sea- 
son. The race for the job is wide open at 
this point, with Carl Carter—the start- 
er at the end of 1991—and Plan B sign- 
ees Milton Mack and Sammy Lilly ex- 
pected to do battle. 

The job at left cornerback is held by 
the steady Ricky Reynolds, 

Although Covington and Marty Cart- 
er started most of the games at safety 
as rookies last year, look for eight-year 
veteran Mark Robinson to reclaim his 
starting job at strong safety, Robinson 
spent all of 1991 on injured reserve with 
a shoulder injury. Covington and Marty 
Carter will duel at free safety, with 
Covington also likely to see action at 
cornerback, 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Tampa Bay's special teams were me- 
diocre to bad last season. Heading into 
1992, this much is certain: They'll be 
different. The Buccaneers lost their 
Place-kicker (Steve Christie), their 
punter (Mark Royals) and their long- 
snapper (Sam Anno) 
through Plan B and 
signed Ken Willis, Dan 
Stryzinski and Ed 
Brady, respectively, to 
take their places. 


1992 TAMPA BAY BUGCANEERS ROSTE! 
NFL 


AL Wt 


‘No. QUARTERBACKS: 
17 DeBerg, Steve.. 
7 Erickson, Crai 
9 Pawlawski, Mil 
44 Testaverde, Vinny. 

RUNNING BACKS 

40 Anderson, Gary 
34 Cobb, Resp 
36 Hardy, Rober 
35 Hickson, Hy! 
32 Highsmith, Alon: 
28 Jennings, Stanford. 
37 McDowell, Anthony 
43. Royster, Mazio. 
20 Wilson, Robert 


RECEIVERS: 


6-0/240 
8-2/245 


6-0/ 195. 
87 Drewrey, Willie. §-7/170 
82 Hall, Ron (TE). 6-4/245 


5 Hawkins, Court 
84 Hill, Bruce 


OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 

Beckles, lan (G) 

76 Dill, Scott (T) 
Grimes, Rand 

Paul (1 


61 yt 

73 McHale, Tom (6) 
70 McRae, Charles (7) 
66 Reimers, Bruce (G 
64 Ryan, Tim tr 
72 Taylor, Rob (T) 


$ Re Re 
logers. 
98 Seals, Ray (| 
77 Wheeler, 


56 Malone, Jam 
59 Murphy, Kevin. 
‘55 Solomon, Jesse. 
49 Swilling, Ken. 
51 Thomas, Bro 
58 Th einen 
54 Williams, Jim 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
44 Carter, Carl (CB) 
23 Peed TU (S).. 
25 Covington, Tony ( 
33 Frizzell, William. 
27 Fullington, Darr 
26 Green, Rogetick 
24 Jones, Roger (Ct 


29 Reynolds, Ricky (CB) 
30 Robinson, Mark (S).. 


SPECIALISTS 


3 Wilmsmeyer, 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


“Not with Buccaneers in 1991. 
Key to-abbroviations on page 160. 


NOeDo@enozne 


3 
6 
9 
5 
4 
3 
6 
2 
9 
2 
Te 


R 

How 
College . 
San Jose State PlanB/92 
Miami (Fla.) 192 
California \8a/S2 
Miami (Fla.) 1/87 
Arkansas T-SD/90 
Tennessee 2/90 
Carson-Newman (Tenn.) FA/91 
Michigan State D10a/91 
Miami (Fla.) FAI9N 
Furman FA/92 
Texas Tech 08/92 
‘Southern California 011/92 
Texas A&M D3a/9t 
Mississippi State 4/90 
Florida State 011/90 
Mississippi D3a/92 
Nicholls State 03/87 
Florida State 03/91 
West Virginia PlanB/69 
Hawaii 044/87 
Michigan State 2/92 
Arizona State O4b/87. 
Florida T-Den/92 
Florida FA/92 
Indiana 05/90 
‘Memphis State PlanB/S0. 
Baylor 12/83 
Wisconsin 01/88 
Brigham Young PlanB/92 
Wake Forest D4a/90 
Cornell FA/B7 
Tennessee 01/91 
towa State PlanB/92 
Notre Dame D5a/91 
Northwestern, FA/86 
North Carolina 09/88 
Baylor DSa/92 
Arizona State FA/92 
California 06/91 
Grambling State FA/92 
Alabama 1/90 
Florida ‘A/90. 
Washington FA/92 
None FA/88 
Texas A&M 03/92 
Kansas State 10/92 
Minois: PlanB/92 
Houston PlanB/92 
We) Tech Di2/91 
UCLA 06/92 
Oklahoma 020/86 
Florida State T-NE/91 
Georgia Tech 7192 
Nebraska 01/89 
Georgia Tech 07/91 
Nebraska T-Min/92 
Texas Tech FA/91 
Middle Tennessee State 8/91 
Virginia 4/91 
North Carolina Central —PlanB/94 
Miami (Fla.) 91 
Kansas State 5/92 
Tennessee State FA/SY 
Oklahoma State PlanB/92 
Georgia Tech 1anB/92 
Alcorn State PlanB/82 
Washington State 02/87 
Penn State T-KC/88 
Indiana PlanB/92 
Kentucky PlanB/92 
Louisville Dy2/92 


‘Includes totals with both Buccaneers and another NFL team in 1991. 


Willie Culpepper, WR; John Garrett, WR; Marcus Hopkins, LB; Herbert James, DB; Dean Kirkland, G; Willie Mc- 
Clendon, RB; Todd McGuire, C; Jeff Parker, WR; Leslie Shepherd, WR; Mike Sullivan, G. 
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Baseball throws a curve to Falcons’ 1992 plans 


| 
By GENE STONE 


Gwinnett Daily News 


ate in the afternoon of April 26, as 
reporters assembled in a confer- 
# ence room to hear from Atlanta 
Falcons Coach Jerry Glanville regard- 
ing his team’s selections in the National 
Football League draft, a baseball game 
was on a television set in the corner of 
the room. Glanville looked at the set 
and grimaced. 

“Baseball,” he grumbled. “I'd rather 
watch paint dry.” 

Glanville’s sentiments are not sur- 
prising. Thanks to baseball, his team 
will enter the 1992 NFL season with a 
lot of question marks. 

Two members of his starting second- 
ary—cornerback Deion Sanders and 
strong safety Brian Jordan—are spend- 
ing their summer patrolling the outfield 
for the Atlanta Braves and St. Louis 
Cardinals, respectively. 

Both players are expected back after 
the baseball season ends, but in the 
meantime, the Falcons are scurrying to 
find people who can cover the fleet re- 
ceivers in the NFC’s Western Division. 

The Falcons’ surprising 11-7 overall 
record in 1991 and a solid draft have 
made Atlanta a strong candidaté to 
reach the playoffs again this year, With 
his team moving into the Georgia Dome 
this year, Glanville has built the Fal- 
cons for the speed of indoor football. 


On hold: The Falcons don’t expect Deion 
Sanders to play until baseball season ends. 


Even more important, he has the rest 
of the league hating his team. Of 
course, he loves that. 

Now, if he can just get the baseball 
season to end. 


COACHING 


Glanville isn't your conventional 


NFL coach, nor does he aspire to be. 

He loves to distract his opponents, He 
wants the game of football taken out of 
the hands of businessmen and put into 
the hands of entertainers. He has pro- 
moted an “us against the world” at- 
titude among his players, and they have 
embraced it. 

Any assistant on a Glanville staff will 
be overshadowed, but there is no down- 
playing the impact offensive coordina- 
tor June Jones had in his first season in 
Atlanta. He helped to elevate quarter- 
back Chris Miller from “up-and-comer” 
status to “recently arrived.” His big 
challenge in 1992 will be to keep a boat- 
load of talented receivers happy. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—In the past, Miller's 
teammates weren't sure if they could 
count on his leadership and production 
when the times got tough. Those doubts 
are gone. 

Miller shook off a terrible start last 
season to throw 26 touchdown passes 
(third in the league) and earn a trip to 
his first Pro Bowl. He has changed a lot 
of minds in his five years in Atlanta and 
seems poised to go even farther, assum- 
ing he stays healthy, Miller's grasp of 
the run-and-shoot offense has improved 
steadily each year, and he is learning 
how to limit mistakes by running more 
often and not throwing into traffic. 

Billy Joe Tolliver, a former starter in 
San Diego, is really no threat to Miller's 
No. 1 job. Still, he'll get a chance to 
compete for the starting job in training 
camp. As backups go, the Falcons could 
do a lot worse. 

RUNNING BACKS—Mike Rozier is 
gone, his weight problems and salary 
demands finally prompting the coach- 
ing staff to release him. 

Rozier's departure leaves the Fal- 
cons with Steve Broussard, a No. 1 pick 
two years ago who is long on athletic 
ability and short on heart. The Falcons 
have been so impressed by Broussard 
that they drafted another running back 
in the first round this year: Tony Smith 
of Southern Mississippi. 

There were two reasons for drafting 
Smith. He may give Broussard a much- 
needed kick in the pants, and he's a dif- 
ferent type of running back than Brous- 
sard. Despite limited experience—he 
has been a running back only two 
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years—Smith can run out of a one-back 
set and can catch the ball extremely 


The Falcons lost both of their block- 
ing backs to Plan B and enter training 
camp with a free agent (Melvin Brat- 
ton) and an eighth-round draft pick 
(Derrick Moore) at that position. 

RECEIVERS—Atlanta has one of the 
most talented and deepest receiving 
corps in the NFL, maybe too deep and 
too talented for its own good. After all, 
there is only one ball. 

The Falcons are so deep that the 


Sirvagiess The passing PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
ARs Was one of the 
s best in 1 an 
should be even better inva OFFENSE 
with the addition of receivers like WR _G. Thomas T.vones 
Drew Hilland Tony Jones toagroup WR Rison Hill 
a includes Andre Rison, Michael LT Kenn Whitfield 
Haynes and Mike Pritchard. With this tg —Hoover Sims 
crew, Chris Miller could throw 30 touch- 
down passes. C Dukes Ruether Fortin 
Weaknesses: The defensive front seven stilt AG Fralic Fortin | 
Jacks size anda pass rush. Only great ef- AT Hinton Sims Whitfield 
fort keeps them from being bullied around. wa pritchara Philips | 
Key lo success: Developing a running at- ya —ta ne mr 
tack that wil be an asset, not a lablty, nes =. = 
The Falcons’ offense looked awfully one- 98 __Miller Tolliver Kiel 
simensional na playoft loss at Washiog- RB Broussard T. Smith K. Jones: 
Sara sig ol rome: Miler gts burt. Great DEFENSE 
receivers are ful, but you must Le Gann Bryan Smith 
have someone who can get the ball 0 gt —Garanar Epps 
That's & fact: The Falcons were 7-3 in RE___Green Barnett 
games decided by a touchdown or less LOLB Lyles Dinkins Forde 
st year. They were 2-7 in such games LILB _Tuggle Tippins Faryniarz 
Caen deny teat says: "The new guys MLB__Rade pad 
We have had better hang on tight because ROLB__Conner Reid well 
this train is going 100 miles an hour and C8___-McKyer F.Smith Shelley 2 
we're not slowing down for anyone.” C8 Sanders Pickens 
88 Jordan Donaldson 
FS Case Eaton Ray 
SPECIALISTS 
K__NJohnson. 
P____Fulhage 
KA Sanders C.Smith 
PA___ Sanders Jordan ¢.Smith 
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league's third-leading receiver last 
year, Drew Hill, will be a second- 
stringer on this team. Hill caught 90 
passes for Houston in ’9] before signing 
with his former coach, Glanville, as a 
Plan B free agent. 

Rison has made the Pro Bow! the last 
two seasons, but the emergence of 
Michael Haynes last season has taken 
some of the spotlight away from Rison. 

The 35-year-old Hill could be the key 
player. A native of Atlanta, he has said 
this will be his last NFL season and in- 
sists he did not join the Falcons to step 
on any toes. The team hopes he can 
have a big brother-type influence on 
Rison, or at least be an insurance policy 
should Rison hold out. 

Haynes, a tremendous deep threat, 
puts fear into opposing secondaries. 
Healthy for an entire season, he posted 
numbers in 1991 the Falcons only 
dreamed of when they drafted him out 
of Northern Arizona five years ago. 

The Falcons rarely use a tight end, 
but when they do, it will be four-year 
man Harper LeBel. 

LINEMEN—The Falcons have a solid 
starting five, but major concerns about 
depth forced their hand on draft day. 

Mike Kenn proved again last season 
that he is one of the greatest left tackles 
of all time. At age 35, he allowed only 
one sack all year and kept New Orleans 
linebacker Pat Swilling—the league’s 
top sack man in 1991—off Miller for 12 
quarters. Kenn was so good last year 
that right tackle Chris Hinton, no 
slouch himself, felt guilty when he was 
elected to the Pro Bow! and Kenn was 
shunned, 

Kenn probably will retire after this 
year or next, so he asked the Falcons to 
draft a tackle for him to groom as his 
successor. The Falcons obliged by 
using their first choice (No. 8 overall) 
on Stanford’s Bob Whitfield, who will 
have time to learn the position while 
providing valuable backup help should 
injuries hit the starters. 

Right guard Bill Fralic is dependable, 
and left guard Houston Hoover may be 
the toughest player the Falcons have. 

The worst that can be said of center 
Jamie Dukes is that he’s the weakest 
link on a strong line. He does his job 
well and is good at reading defenses. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—Size was a concern last 
year and will be again in 1992. The Fal- 
cons were unable to draft a beefy line- 
man and enter this season with the 
league's lightest defensive front. The 
Falcons survive by rotating six players 
and doing a lot of stunting. 

Nose tackle Moe Gardner supplanted 
1990 rookie starter Tory Epps and had 
an exceptional rookie season of his 
own. A fourth-round steal in 1991, Gard- 
ner recorded the most tackles (96) of 
any NFL rookie defensive lineman in 
the last five years. 

When Mike Gann was lost after five 


Continued 


en 
1992 ATLANTA FALCONS ROSTER 
NFL How ‘91 Games 
No. QUARTERBACKS Bora Exp. Collage 2¢q. P/0S 
7 Kiel, Blair.. 11-29-61 8 NotreDame T-GB/92 tary 
12 Miller, Chri 65 6 Oregon 01/87 18/14 
11 Tolliver, Billy: -66 4 Texas Tech FA/92 
RUNNING BACKS 
33 Bratton, Melvin.. -2-65, 3° Miami (Fla.) FAI92 0/0. 
34 Broussard, Steve 22-67 3 Peon Ein 01/90 14/5 
38 Jones, Keith.. 0-66, 4 Illinois 03/1 5/3 
36 Moore, Derrick... 13-67 Nortgastem Okla. St. 08/9 = 
41 Pegram, Erric 7-69 2 North Texas 06/91 16/7 
28 Smith, Tony... 6-29-70 R_ Southern Mississippi Dia/92 > 
RECEIVERS 
85 Collins, Shawn... 0-67 4 Northern Arizona D1a/89 4h 
49 Dwight, Reggie TE). =70 R Troy (Ala.) State 6/92 =) 
24-65 5 Northern Arizona 07/88 16/16 
5-56 13. «Georgia Tech PlanB/92 * 16/16 
Jones, Tony... 30-65 3 Texas PlanB/92*16/0 
88 LeBel, Harper (TE 4-63 4 Colorado State PlanB/91 3/0 
87 Milling, James 14-65 3 Maryland PlanB/92 0/0 
82 Phillips, Jason. 11-66 4 Houston PlanB/91 11/0 
10-25-69 © 2 Colorado 01a/91 16/11 
18-67 4 Michigan State T-Ind/90 16/15 
11-64 4 UNLV 5/88 12/6, 
6-9-69 R Texas A&M 9/92 = 
6-14-64 7 Florida State FA/86 16/16 
2-26-67 2 San Diego State PlanB/92 0 * 16/2 
10-31-62 8 Pittsburgh 1/85, Yai te 
5-11-65 4 North Carolina FA/S92 “6/2 
'-31-61 10 Northwestern T-Ind/90 16/16 
6-65 5 Jackson State D6a/88 16/16 
i -9-56 15 Michigan 01/78 15/15 
-20-62 7 Texas PlanB/90 16/6 
66 Sims, Joe (T).... }-69. 2 Nebraska 011/91 6/0 
70 Whitfield, ono 18-71 A Stanford 1/92, = 
Zawatson, Dave (G/T).. 13-66 4 California “AIS2 “210 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
-9-66 3 Kentucky 03/30 15/2 
}-20-62 9 Oklahoma 1/84 16/12 
8-67 3 Memphis State / 16/2 
4 8 Notre Dame / 5/5 
87 Gardner, Moe (NT 10-68 2 Illinois. 04/91 16/13 
62 Giles, Oscar (E) 27-68 1 Texas FA/91 0/0 
99 Green, Tim (E) = 1 7 Syracuse D1a/86 16/16 
73 Jones, Robin (E 19-69 R Baylor 11/92 — 
94 Saddler, Rod (E] 26-65 6 Texas A&M FA/92 76/0 
90 Smith, Chuck (E)... 21-69  R Tennessee 2/92 a 
71 Smith, Sean (E) 23-67 3 Georgia Tech FA/92 *2it 
9-28-67 3 JacksonState 02/90 15/14 
4-26-69 R Florida State 03/92 = 
7-23-65 5 San Diego State PlanB/92 0 * 12/7 
11-1-63 5 Washington State PlanB/92*16/0 
11-22-68 © -R Tennessee 010/92 = 
3-21-61 9 Texas Christian W-Hou/90 16/14 
4-3-68 R Florida 07/92 = 
8-31-60 10 Boise State 08/83 11/10 
, 6-25-64 6 Wisconsin er 2/0 
52 Tippins, Ken.. 6-1/230 7-22-66 4 Middle Tennessee State FA/90 16/8 
58 Tugole, Jessie .. 2-14-65 6 Valdosta (Ga.) State Fala? 16/16 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
23 Butler, ploved ‘CB 5-28-59 12 Florida State 01/81 15/2 
25 Case, Scott (S) 5-17-62 9 Oklahoma 02/84 16/16 
42 Dansidson, Jet (8), 4-19-62 9 Colorado PlanB/91 16/0 
32 Eaton, Tracey (S). 7-19-65 5 Portland State PlanB/91 16/0 
27 Evers, Wiliam (C8), 5-10/175 9-24-68 2 Florida A&M FA/91 210 
40 Jordan, Brian (S) 3-29-67 4 Richmond FA/89 16/15, 
2 iat Tim (CB) 9-5-63 7 Texas-Arlington T-Mia/91— 16/16 
39 Picke (CB) 5-9-68 2 Nebraska 01/91 7/0 
10-12-69 = R Oklahoma 06/92 = 
ion (| 8-8-67 4 Florida State 1/89 15/15 
‘37 Shelley, Elbert (CB).. 12-24-64 6 Arkansas State 011/87 11/0 
29 Smith, Frankie (CB) 10-8-68 R Baylor 14/92 = 
SPECIALISTS 
17 Fulhage, Scott (P) 11-17-61 6 Kansas State FA/89 16/0 
9 Johnson, Norm (K)... 5-31-60 11 UCLA FA/S92 14/0 
OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP. 
Richard Ashe, TE; Kevin Brown, me John Buddenberg, G; Scott Evans, DE; Horace Hamm, WR; Michael Johnson, , 
WR; Karl Miller, WR; Troy Mills, RB; Bobby Olive, WR; Don Reynolds, DT; Hosie Smith, G; Roland Smith, CB; Mick 
Thomas, LB; Leroy frute 7; Sharron Washington, CB. 
“Not with Falcons in 1991, 
tincludes totals with both Falcons and another NFL team in 1991. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 
DID YOU KNOW... 
.. that the Falcons were 6-0 against teams from California in 1991? They were 2-0 against both the 49ers and 
Rams, 1-0 against the Chargers and Raiders. 
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COACHES 


Head coach: Jerry Glanville, 
Assistant coaches: Doug Shively (assistant head 
coach/ defense). 

June Jones (assistant head coach/offense). 
Jimmy Carr (secondary). 
Tim Jorgensen ery and potions 
Bill Kollar (defensive lin 

Jimmy Robinson (wide | aia: 
hoa ener (offensive Ln 

i (speci ‘special teams/tight ends). 

one Nitgon running backs). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 - season record: 10-6 (2nd in NFC West); 
5-1 in division; 7-5 in conference; 6-2 at home; 4-4 


on road, 

1991 playoff record: Defeated Saints, 27-20, in NFC 
wild-card game; lost to Redskins, 24-7, in NFC divi- 
sional playoff game, 

Glanville's regular-season record; 15-17 In two seasons 


with Falcons; 48-49 overall in seven NFL seasons 
with Falcons and Oilers, 
Glanville's postseason re 
alate 3 


23 nthe plays with 
‘overall in four playoffs with Falcons and 


ast five. ars 26-53 (.329, ranks 27th in 
hat span), 


im rankings: Wie NFL 
150 8 
H 16 
3 6 
3 5 
4 24 
1 23 
12 20 
" 20 
10 
19 119 
6 m4 
W Tat 
" 
MISCELLANEQUS DATA 


Sutin one surface): Georgia Dome (70,500, 


a eraal len: 404-261-5400, 
i Maal tin 'WSB, 750 AM. 
Tori debe alte: ipianix Falcon Complex, Suwanee, Ga; 


el 


1992 SCHEDULE 


Sept, 6—N.Y. JETS 
Sept. 13—at Washington 
Sept. 20—NEW ORLEANS 

: 27—at Chicago 1 
Oct, _4—GREEN BAY 
Oct 14—at Miami 
48—at San Francisco 


err 


‘AMS 

Nov. 3 SAiPRANSCO (on) 
45—PHOEN! 

Nov. Boban 

Noy. 2¢—NEWENGLAND 

3—at New Orleans (Thur) 


“SS8888sss SBSSsss 


Besnonees 


Dec. 27—at L.A. Rams 
‘Alltimesocal. All games Sunday unless noted. 


1991 RESULTS 


Sept, 1—at Kansas City 

|. 8—MINNESOTA 

. 15—at San Diego 

|. 22—L.A. RAIDERS: 

Sept. 29--NEW ORLEANS 

Oct. 6—Open date 

Oct. 13—atSan Francisco 

Oct. 20—at Phoenix 

Oct, 27—L.A. RAMS 

Nov. 3~SAN FRANCISCO 

10—at Washington 

Nov, 17—TAMPA BAY 

Nov. 24—at New Orleans (OT) 
4—GREEN BAY 

Dec. 8—atL.A.Rams 

Dec, 15—-SEATTLE 

Dec. 22—at Dallas 


1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Sen Mting: Noo Johnsen, 95 ps. (88/98 


Scoring (touchdowns): Andre Rison, 72 pts. (12 TDs), 
Passing Chris Miller, 3,103 yds, (413 att,, 220 comp., 
53.3%, 26 TDs, 18 int.). 

Steve Broussard, 449 yds. (99 att, 4.5 


avg.). 
Hoops: Andre Rison, 81 (976 yds., 12.0 a1 a 
Interceptions: Pe ails Cate) yds, 17D); Tim. 
McKyer, 6 (24 


-S=S===-==-= - Serr 


Tackles: Jessie yl 2 (106 solo, 101 assisted), 
Sacks: Tim Green, 5 (44 
foie Scott Fulhage, 428 avg. (81 punts, 3,470 


blocked). 
a pikes Deion Sanders, 8.1 avg, (21 att, 170 


TDs). 
it en returns: Deion Sanders, 22.2 avg. (26 att., 576 
yds, 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 
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“interception 
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games due to back surgery, his best 
friend, Rick Bryan, filled in admirably. 
Bryan, whose own career was nearly 
ended by a severe neck injury in 1990, 
recorded a career-high 131 tackles. 

Budding lawyer/author Tim Green 
continues to survive on unsurpassed ef- 
fort, and the Falcons still are waiting 
for third-year man Oliver Barnett to ex- 
hibit the pass-rushing ability he showed 
in college. Barnett may even be 
switched to offensive guard. 

LINEBACKERS —This position is some- 
what of a paradox. Inside man Jessie 
Tuggle has led the NFL in tackles the 
last two years and is one of Atlanta’s 
finest players. But the overall lineback- 
ing corps is this team's weakest area. 

Tuggle's inside running mate, John 
Rade, is a fine defensive quarterback 
and teacher, but his body is running 
down after nine years. 

At outside linebacker, the Falcons 
have been waiting for Darion Conner, a 
1990 No, 2 pick, to become the second 
coming of Lawrence Taylor, It hasn't 
happened in two years. 

Robert Lyles, a Glanville favorite, 
starts on the other side. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—Through no fault 
of their own, a one-time Falcon 
strength has become a weakness. 

They are planning for the worst: that 
Sanders and Jordan won't be back until 
October. Both players simply decided 
that they enjoy playing baseball more 
than football. 

For a team that requires as much 
from its cornerbacks as Atlanta 
does—forcing them to play single cov- 
erage almost 100 percent of the time— 
that was not good news. 

Tim McKyer, who has never lacked 
any confidence, will start at left corner. 
Bruce Pickens, the No, 3 overall pick in 
1991, will hold down the job on the right 
side until Sanders returns, Pickens was 
@ washout last year after a long con- 
tract holdout. 

Jordan's replacement is not as easy 
to predict. The Falcons did not draft a 
strong safety, and the only player on 
their roster with the proper physical at- 
tributes to play the position is Jeff 
Donaldson, 

Free safety is set with Scott Case, an 
undersized player who lives to lay big 
hits on opponents. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 

Place-kicker Norm Johnson was un- 
questionably Atlanta's best acquisition 
last year. And the former Seattle Sea- 
hawk kicker should benefit a lot from 
the move indoors. 

Punter Scott Fulhage is coming off 
the best year of his five-year career, 

Atlanta’s coverage units have been 
among the NFL's best since Glanville's 
arrival two years ago. He lost some key 
contributors in Plan B, 
but Glanville always 
seems able to find 
guys willing to play ka- _ ) 
mikaze a few times a 
game. 
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Rams hope Knox’s L.A. sequel is a success 


By JIM THOMAS 
Copley Los Angeles Newspapers 


ou say your team is directionless 

after successive 5-11 and 3-13 sea- 

sons? You say you need a new 
coach whom the owner admires? You 
say you want someone with a history of 
turning around troubled teams? 

No problem. For the Los Angeles 
Rams, that is. 

Chuck Knox, a longtime favorite of 
Owner Georgia Frontiere and a proven 
National Football League success in 
Los Angeles, Buffalo and Seattle, has 
been hired to rebuild the Rams for the 
second time in 19 years. The visions of 
the five straight NFC Western Division 
titles the Rams won under Knox from 
1973-77 undoubtedly were dancing in 
Frontiere’s head when she was looking 
for the man to replace former coach 
John Robinson, 

“Chuck is the man I wanted all 
along,” Frontiere said. “I don't know 
what I would have done if he hadn't 
taken the job.” 

Now comes the hard part. Knox must 
rebuild a team whose win total has 
dropped from 11 to three in just two 
years and is coming off a last-place fin- 
ish in the NFC West. 

Knox's immediate tasks are to get 
quarterback Jim Everett back on 
track; find an every-down running 
back; get the offensive line back in 


Serving a purpose: Robert Delpino is 
viewed more as an all-purpose back than 
an every-down ballcarrier. 


sync; upgrade a porous defense that 
had a league-low 17 sacks; make better 
use of a host of high picks from the 1988- 
91 drafts, and install a sense of pride 
that was lost last year. 

“I took a good look at this situation 
before I took the job,” said Knox, whose 


Strengths: Despite its 
4084 prablems (Gua nore PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
0 injuries and lack of cohe- 
sionthan talent); thpotiensve OFFENSE = 
line can be a solid one. Veteran WR Ellard Kinchen. jadwick 
wide receiver Henry Ellard is ultra- LT Perry Jenkins 
ependables A’ young aacondaryfooke= 1a” Newberry Harper Pahukoa | 
Medill tl c Brostek Bush Newberry 
Weaknesses: Tho Rams averaged just 3.3 
yards per cary in 1991, making the run- ®6 —Milinichik Harper Pahukoa 
ning game very suspect. rookies Sean AT Slater Jenkins ‘Ashmore 
Gilbert and Maro Boutte need time toad~ TED. Johnson Carter Price 
justo the NFL, the defensiveling, 0, Wil ya Anderson Chadwick Cox 
boas idle QB Everett Pagel Rubley 
oys to sucodss: The defensive fine has to 
be more productive (especially get more AB Gary Loville Turner. 
sacks), the offensive line must stay FB Delpino Thompson Lester 
healthy, and quarterback Jim Everett | 
needs. fs regain the form he exhibited in DEFENSE | 
1988-89, 
Le Young Wilson Robinson | 
‘Sure sign af trouble: If, because the running | 
attack is so poor, Everett s forced totryto LT __ Rocker Boutte Wright | 
carry the load all by himself again, That AT Gilbert Piel | 
hasn't worked the last two years. RE Hawkins Skow Robinson 
That's 2 fact: The Rams lost all six of theit LLB Greene Butcher 
NFC West games in 1991 for the first time Ss 
in thelr history, None of the losses was MUB__ Strickland Kelm Sanders 
closer than seven points. ALB Stams Phifer 
Coach Chuck Knox says: "We're golng to LCB_ Lyght Bailey 
start Sean Gilbert is night detensive aca eral Henley 
tackle) immediately, just like we 
Cortez Kennedy at Seattle. He cangive our $8 Stewart Newman Grooms 
defense a whole new identity,” FS___‘Terrell Newman Jones 
SPECIALISTS 
K_Zendejas 
P___ Bracken 
KA Loville Turner 
PR Turner Henley 
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last game after nine years in Seattle, 


ironically, was a 23-9 victory over the 
Rams. “It’s a big challenge, no question 
about that, 

“But I look forward to it, I still have a 
burning desire to win, and I think we 
can get the job done here.” 


COACHING 
Although Knox has never taken a 
team to the Super Bowl, he is the sixth 
winningest coach in NFL history. His 
overall record in 19 NFL campaigns is 
178-125-1, and he’s won seven division ti- 


tles, including one each in Buffalo and | 


Seattle. Knox is a no-nonsense coach 
who believes in sound fundamentals. 
He retained only one of Robinson's 
assistants (offensive coordinator Ernie 
Zampese) and brought four of his Sea- 
hawk coaches with him to Los Angeles. 
Included in that group are defensive co- 
ordinator/line coach George Dyer and 
assistant head coach/defense Joe Vitt. 
Knox also hired offensive line coach 
Jim Erkenbeck, a highly regarded 32- 
year coaching veteran, and quarter- 
backs coach Ted Tollner. A former 
head coach at Southern Cal, Tollner is 


the right man for Everett, who needs | 


some personal guidance to regain the 
touch he had in 1988-89, 


OFFENSE 
QUARTERBACKS—The big question 


with Everett is: Why? He's only 29, and | 


he’s never had a serious injury. He 


should be at his peak but instead is one | 


of many things the new staff must fix. 

Knox believes that Everett will re- 
gain past form if the line protects him 
better and the running game improves. 
As the last two years have proven, 
Everett can't doit alone. 

Unable to rally his sinking team, 
Everett contributed to the Rams’ 1991 
demise by throwing 20 interceptions 
and only 11 touchdown passes. 


Mike Pagel, an 11-year NFL veteran, } 
will be the backup, T.J, Rubley, a ninth- f 


round draft pick from Tulsa, could be 
the No, 3 man. 


RUNNING BACKS—The Rams didn't 


address their need for an impact run- 
ning back in the draft or in Plan B free 
agency. That leaves the door wide open 
for Cleveland Gary, a 1989 No. 1 pick 
who, because of injuries and fumble 
problems, has been an unpredictable 
player. Knox prefers having one run- 
ning back play on every down, and if 
Gary ever fulfills his potential, he'd 
give this team a huge lift. 

Robert Delpino, a pleasant surprise 
last year with 1,305 combined yards 
rushing and receiving, is viewed more 
as an all-purpose back than an every- 
down ballcarrier. 

Marcus Dupree and David Lang, two 
seldom-used players in 1991, or Plan B 
signee Derek Loville could end up as 


Continued 
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COACHES 


Wead coach: Chuck Knox. 

Assistant coaches: Chris Clausen (strength and condi- 
tioning). 

George Dyer (defensive coordinator /detensive line). 
dim Erkenbeck (offensive line). 

Chick Harris (running backs). 

Milt Jackson (wide receivers), 

Pat Perles (defensive assistant). 

Rod Perry (defensive backs), 

Dick Selcer (linebackers). 

Howard Tippett (special teams/tight ends). 

Joe Vitt (assistant head coach/ safeties). 

Ernie Zampese (offensive coordinator). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record: 3-13 (4th in NFC West); 
0-6 In division; 2-10 in conference; 2-6 at home; 1-7 
onroad, 

1991 playoff record: None, 

Knox's regular-season r 15-4 in five seasons 
with Rams from 1973: 171-114-1 overall in 19 
NFL seasons with Rams, Bills and Seahawks, 

Knox's postseason record: 3-5 in five playoffs with 
Rai '-11 overall in 11 playoffs with Rams, Bills 
and Seahawks. 

‘Toam record last five years: 35-44 (.443, ranks 18th in 
ia Jue in that span). 


901 team ranking Neo NFL 
Touatetee 10 8 
Rushing offense. 4 2 
Passing offense . 7 
Scoring offen: 12 24 
Total defense. 13 23 
Rushing defense. 8 2 
Passing defense. 4 25 

4 8 
4 2B 
2 © 722 
4 28 
14 28 
7 10 
MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


Stadium (capacity, surface}: Anaheim Stadium 
(69,008, grass). 
‘Ticket informations: 71 


10-39 yd. TDs 
10-39 yé. TDs 


Willie Anderson] 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 


unl returns: Vornon Turner, 8.7 avg. (23 att., 201 


1992 SCHEDULE 
Sept. 6—at Buffalo 4:00 
Sept. 13—NEW ENGLAND: :00 
Sept, 20—at Miami 4:00 
Sept. 27—N.Y, JETS 4,00 
Oct, 4—atSan Francisco 1:00 
Oct. 11—at New Orleans 6:30 
Oct. 18—NY. GIANTS 1,00 
Oct. 25—Open date 
Nov, 1—atAtlanta 1:00 
Nov, 4:00 
Nov. 12:00 
Nov. 1:00 
Nov. 1:00 
Dec. 8:00 
Dec, 1:00 
Dec, 12:00 
Dec. 1:00 
Alltimes local. All games Sunday. 
1991 RESULTS 
4—PHOENIX 44-24 


. 13—SAN DIEGO 

. 20—at L.A. Raiders 
. 27—at Atlanta 
3—NEW ORLEANS 
Wan SM 
17—at Detr 

a5! = RAc0 


peeeeeeee rs Errer 
s 


Doc.” 1—WASHINGTON 6.27 
Dec. 8—ATLANTA 14-31 
Dec. 15—atMinnesota 14-20 
Dec. 22—at Seattle 9-23 
1991 TEAM LEADERS 


Scoring (kicking): Tony Zendejas, 76 pts. (25/26 
PATs, 17/17 FGs) 

Searig (loveswas): Rober Dslpino, 60 pts. (9 
rushing, 1 receiving). 

Passing: Jim Evert, 9.498 yes (400,277 cam, 
56.5%, 11 TDs, 20 

Rushing: Rober Deliv 688 ye, (244 att, 32avg, 


8). 
line ena 64 (1,052 yds., 16.4.avg.,3 


terceplions: Jerry Gray, 3 (83 yds., 17D). 
Tachey: Larry Kelm, 88 (71 solo, 17 assisted). 
Sacks: Gerald Robinson, 3 (29 yds.); Kevin Greene, 3 


Jale Hatcher, 38.1 avg. (63 punts, 2,403 
blocked). 


ids.,0 TDs). 
‘ickotf returns: Vernon Turner, 19.0 avg, (24 att., 457 
yds.,0 TDs), 


40-49 yd. Fos 


Pat Carter 


Joif Chadwick 


jel) 


[Robert Delpino 


i 
bat! 


Marcus Dupree 
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starters if they have big camps, or if 
Gary struggles. 

Fullback also is a question mark, 
with Buford McGee having left for 
Green Bay over the off-season and 
Delpino too small to handle the pound- 
ing the position requires. The Rams 
need Ernie Thompson, a seldom-used 
rookie last year, to step forward, 

Vernon Turner, who showed flashes 
of brilliance in '91, will be given a 
chance to make the team as a Dave 
Meggett-type, third-down back, He also 
has promise as a kick returner, 

RECEIVERS—This is not a problem 
area, but in 1991 it wasn't necessarily 
the strength, either, that it had been in 
recent years. 

Henry Ellard, a former Pro Bowler, 
enjoyed his fourth consecutive 1,000- 
yard season, Willie (Flipper) Anderson, 
however, never got untracked from a 
back injury and caught just one touch- 
down pass. He must return to his big- 
play days of 1989-90 for the L.A. offense 
to flourish again. 

Aaron Cox, a former No. 1 pick, 
caught only 15 passes in 15 games. If he 
doesn’t regain the spark he showed as a 
rookie in 1988, Plan B signee Jeff Chad- 
wick, a 10-year NFL veteran, or third- 
round draft pick Todd Kinchen could 
become productive No. 3 receivers. 

Tight end should be a strength in 
Knox's run-oriented offense. Damone 
Johnson and Pat Carter are both big, 
strong guys who can block, and Jim 
Price, an improving second-year man, 
provides a nice change of pace on pass- 
ing downs, 

LINEMEN— Burdened by injuries and 
a host of changes, the offensive line fell 
apart last year. But it has the potential 
to become productive again. 

Bern Brostek, a 300-pound former 
No. 1 pick, will start at center after an 
experiment at guard. Tom Newberry, a 
Pro Bowl guard in 1988, will return to 
that position after a year at center. 

Ageless wonder Jackie Slater, enter- 
ing his 17th year with the Rams, is back 
for at least one more season at right 
tackle. Left tackle Gerald Perry, a 
marvelous talent who is coming off 
minor knee surgeries, could make a big 
difference if healthy all year. 

The Rams lost right guard Duval 
Love in Plan B, but they think 290- 
pound veteran Joe Milinichik is a ca- 
pable starter, Robert Jenkins is a good 
reserve tackle, while Plan B acquisi- 
tion Blair Bush will be the backup cen- 
ter. Fourth-round pick Shawn Harper 
should be a backup guard/tackle. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—Hurt by injuries and a 
lack of talent, the defensive line was 
awful in 1991, providing no pass rush 
and only modest strength against the 
run, 

To alleviate the problem, Knox used 
his first-round draft choice (the No. 3 
pick overall) on Pittsburgh defensive 
tackle Sean Gilbert, a massive man 
whom Knox feels will supply a much- 
needed pass rush. Gilbert, who can run 
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the 40 in 4.85 seconds, will start at right 
tackle. If he's half as good as the Rams 
think he is, it won't be long before he'll 
make everyone around him better and 
give opposing quarterbacks headaches. 

Third-round pick Marc Boutte, a 298- 
pounder from Louisiana State, has a 
chance to start alongside Gilbert. He's 
strong against the run and can pen- 
etrate as well. He'll battle David Rock- 
er, a promising second-year player, and 
Mike Piel, a talented but injury-prone 
four-year veteran. 

Robert Young, who started 13 games 
as a rookie, is the key player on the out- 
side. If he continues to develop, he 
could become an impact player. 

Bill Hawkins, Jim Skow, Karl Wilson 
and Gerald Robinson will be fighting for 
starting jobs and roster spots. One of 
them will start, but none is better than 
adequate. 

LINEBACKERS—Kevin Greene, who 
played end in last year's attacking 4-3 
defense, has been moved back to left 
outside linebacker in Knox's more basic 
4-3 alignment. The new staff also plans 
to move Fred Strickland to middle line- 
backer and Frank Stams to the right 
side, the positions both played in col- 
lege. 

Larry Kelm, who had a satisfactory 
"91 season as the starting middle line- 
backer, will challenge Strickland and 
backup Glenell Sanders for playing 
time. Kelm is a steady player who'll 
provide security in case anything goes 
wrong. 

The Rams hope outside linebacker 
Roman Phifer, who was beginning to 
excel before a broken leg ended his 
rookie season after 12 games, can pick 
up where he left off. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The Rams’ sec- 
ondary potentially can be a great one. 
Cornerbacks Todd Lyght and Darryl 
Henley and free safety Pat Terrell are 
talented players all under the age of 25. 
The addition of Steve Israel, a super- 
swift cornerback from Pittsburgh, with 
the 30th overall pick in the draft last 
spring makes the group even stronger. 

Michael Stewart and Anthony New- 
man, who have the most NFL experi- 
ence in the Rams’ backfield, will handle 
strong safety. Chris Crooms, a fifth- 
round pick from Texas A&M known asa 
heavy hitter, will be the much-needed 
fourth safety in this group. 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Tony Zendejas, a Plan B signee last 
year, set an NFL record in 1991 by mak- 
ing all 17 of his field-goal attempts. In- 
cluding the 1990 season, he has made 
his last 23 attempts. 

In contrast to Zendejas' rock-solid 
place-kicking, punting is a problem. 
The job is wide open at this point, with 
veterans Barry Helton and Don Brack- 
en expected to battle it out in training 
camp. Both are ad- 
equate at best. 

Loville, Turner, 

Henley and Israel are 
potentially exciting re- 
turn men. 


1992 LOS ANGELES RAMS ROSTER 


No, QUARTERBACKS 
14 Everett, im 
44 Pagel, Mike 
42 Rubley, T.J. 


30 Turner, Vernon... 


RECEIVERS 
83 Anderson, Willi. -0/175 
-3/255 
5-31 185 
84 Cox, Aan -10/ 178 
80 Ellard, Henry (PR).. - 11/182 
86 Johnson, Damone (TE).......6-4/250. 
81 Kinchen, Todd 11/187 
87 Price, Jim (TE -41247 
82 Thomas, Brian -3/ 195 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
75 Ashmore, Darryl (7) -7/300 
61 Brostek, Bern (G/C -3/300 
51 Bush, Biair (C -3/275 
73 Fort, Neal (T) 5/279 
67 Harper, Shawn (T) -3/292 
62 Harris, Kelvin (C) -21272 
72 Jenkins, Robert (T) -5/285 
71 Milinichik, Joe (6).. -5/290 
68 Newberry, Tom (C/G) -2/285 
69 Pahukoa, Jett (G/T: -2/298 
64 Perry, Gerald (T) 6/305 
78 Slater, Jackie (T) -4/287 
56 Smith, Doug (C).. -31272 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
96 Boutte, Marc (T/E) -4/298 
98 Carr, Derrick (T) -6/270 
73 Charles, Mike. -41305 
90 Gilbert, Sean (T/E) 41315 
91 Greene, Kevin (E/LB) 3/247 
93 Hammond, Vance (T) 6/295 
70 Hawkins, Bill (E) }- 6/266 
95 Piel, Mike (T) 4/270 
97 Robinson, Gerald (E 
92 Rocker, David (T} 
68 Skow, Jim (E) 
7? Wilson, Karl (E). 
99 Wright, Alvin (T 
76 Young, Robert (E) . 


94 Crews, Terry.. 
65 Jenkins, A.. 
52 Kelm,Larry. 
58 Phifer, Roman, 


20 Henley, Darryl (CB/PR).... 


31 Israel, Steve (CB ~10/ 186 
19 Jones, Ricky. 0/185 
41. Lyght, Todd (CB 0/186 
26 Newman, Anthony (S) 0/199 
23 Stewart, Michael (S) -0/ 199 
37 Terrell, Pat (S)... -0/195 
SPECIALISTS 

17 Bracken, Don (P 

9 Helton, Barry (P 

10 Zendejas, Tony (K) swncunn-5-B/ 165 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP 


T; John Sims, DE; Matt Veatch, QB. 


*Not with Rams in 1991. 
Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


teams had losing records the previous year. 


bo 


Brake 


RE 


tere 
2a 


28 


258 


yy 
3 


Beges 


I83R98 


e-2ee8 


RreDVsounD 


ASeeiiste2eiGews zvzeSusaun 
= 


RIevKEneiowSan 


PURONOwRD~D 


eounzmasn 


eu 


DID YOU KNOW. 


-that Chuck Knox went to the playoffs in his first years with the Rams (1973) and Seahawks ( 1983)? Both 


College 
Purdue 
Arizona State 
Tulsa 


Middle Tennessee St. 
lissour 


Mi ri 

Southern Mississippi 
Miami (Fla.) 

Northern Arizona 
Eastern Kentucky 
Oregon 

Indiana 
Carson-Newman (Tenn) 


UCLA 

Florida State 

Grand Valley (Mich.) St, 
Arizona State 

Fresno State 

GalF Poly San Luis Obispo 


Stanford 
Southern (La.) 


Northwestern 

Washington 

Washington 

Brigham Young 

Indiana 

Miami (Fla.) 
CLA 


North Carolina State 
Wisconsin-LaCrosse 
Washington 
Southern (La.) 
Jackson State 
Bowling Green State 


Louisiana State 
Bowling Green State 
Syracuse 
Pittsburgh 

Auburn 


Clemson 
Miami (Fla.) 

Minois 

‘Auburn 

‘Auburn 

Nebraska. 

Louisiana State 
Jacksonville Ala.) State 
Mississippi State 


Wayne (Neb.) State 
‘Western Michigan 
Cal State Fullerton, 
Texas A&M 

UCLA 

Louisiana Tech 
Notre Dame 

Purdue 

Michigan 


Miami Ne 
Texas A&M 
UCLA 
Pittsburgh 
Alabama State 
Notre Dame 
Oregon 
Fresno State 
Notre Dame 


Michigan 
Colorado 
Nevada 


a GP/GS 
T-Hou/86 16/16 
FAISY 16/0 
19/92 = 
6/92 = 
15/88 16/15 
FA/90 8/1 
14/89 10/2 
12/90 16/0 
10/92 son 
PlanB/92 “16/0 
0128/91 4/0 
W-But/91 15/0 
02a/88 12/10 
~Det/89 16/5 
PlanB/92 0 *12/0 
D1a/88 15/5 
2/83 16/16 
06/85 16/16 
D3a/92 = 
“A/90 12/6 
D11a/92 f 
07/92 = 
1/90 14/8 
PlanB/92 “16/3. 
06/91 0/0 
04/92 43 
012/92 = 
06/86 12/8 
PlanB/90 5/5 
02/86 16/16 
012/91 710 
T-Den/91 11/9. 
03/76 13/13 
FAI78 15/8 
03/92 = 
FAI91 o/0 
FA/Q1 74 
01/92 = 
05/85 16/16 
FA/91 oo 
01/89 6/0 
13/88 6/3 
PlanB/91 15/4 
191 6/3. 
PlanB/92* 11/1 
PianB/91 13/10 
FA/86 13/11 
05/91 16/13 
FA/90 16/3 
11/91 6/0 
FA/92 0/0 
04a/87 16/15 
02/91 2/5 
PlanB/91 16/1 
02/89 5/0 
02b/88 14/10 
011/92 — 
04/91 6/0 
05/92 rad 
02b/89 16/15 
02/92 = 
08/92 = 
01/91 12/8 
02/88 16/1 
08/87 16/16 
02/90 16/16 
FA/Q2 0/0 
FA/91 3/0 
PlanB/91 16/0 
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Eric Buckley, S; Jesse Chavis, DB; John Fisher, G; Charles Franks, CB; Frank Hartley, TE; Thomas Homco, LB; 
Hendricks Johnson, WR: Darian McKinney, TE; Everett Nicholas, S; Jonathan Pinckney, WR; Randy Schneider, 
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NFC WEST 


Division champ 


By BRIAN ALLEE-WALSH 
| New Orleans Times-Picayune 


WM phen the New Orleans Saints 
VWF hoisted their first-ever division 
WW & championship flag after last 
season, Coach Jim Mora did so with 
mixed feelings. 

He was proud of his team’s ac- 
complishment and its ability to handle 
adversity late in the season. He also re- 
alized the Saints may not have been the 
best team in the NFC’s Western Divi- 
sion at the end of the year. 

“Although we won the division, we 
probably were the third-best team at 
the time,” said Mora, who is entering 
the final year of a five-year contract 
that, surprisingly, was not renegotiated 

| after last season. “The Falcons and 
49ers were playing better football than 
us, 

“Our division is going to be as com- 
petitive as ever. We'll be playing our 
toughest schedule this season, cer- 
tainly since I've been here, and it'll be 
difficult to repeat.” 

History bears that out. No team other 
than the 49ers has successfully de- 
fended its NFC West title since 1979, 
when the Los Angeles Rams captured 
their seventh straight divisional flag. 

Brick by brick, Mora and Saints Pres- 
ident/General Manager Jim Finks have 
built New Orleans into one of the Na- 
tional Football League's top teams, The 


Saints need playoff success, 


to the Pro Bowl last season. 

Saints’ 50-29 record since 1987 ranks 
fifth in the league over that span, be- 
hind only San Francisco (61-18), Buffalo 
(54-25), Washington (52-27) and Chicago 
(51-28), 

Unlike those teams, however, the 
Saints haven't won a playoff game. And 
until they do—and seriously challenge 
for the National Football Conference 


‘Strongths: Defense con- 
, finuey 9/08 the araaen PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 
‘) mark of Coach Jim Mora. 
= The Saints’ linebacking corps OFFENSE 
— isamong the best, ifnotthe best, WA E. Martin Turner Newman 
in the league. New Orleans finished LT Cooper Haverdink 
TTF tal dtegs lat yar fer wang tor (2 —Combrowski_— eton 
wp Biers Mgr C__Hilgenberg McGuire 
1] | Weaknesses: Overall team speed, particu- AG __Kennard Trapilo 
larly at wide racelver and cornerback: In AT Brock Port 
| TE Brenner Tice Scales 
| be'a major one. The return game WA Early Carroll Small 
| | alSoneeds upgrading. QB Hebert Walsh M. Buck 
| | Rats ts sncens: The sunning Gane mst, TH MicAee Hillard Pinkett 
feturn after a be tus and the 
|. Saints ‘turnover diferental (plus-18 iq ‘®°—Mevward sate 
} | 1994. tied with Washington for the NFL DEFENSE 
ead) must continue to rank high. esamectersaar 
Sure sigh of treuble: If the running backs ari lis 
Start averaging 3.5 yards per carry again, NT___Wilks Gott 
That's st The Saints stabished 7 NE Warren Turnbull 
team records in 1991, including OLB Jack 5 
seven games in which they did not yield nn fackson Nira 
an offensive touchdown, They led the NFL. - ston 
in fewest points allowed (211 ALB Johnson Williams 
Coach Jim Mora says: “Tho key, to me, is AOLB__Swilling Smeenge 
Vince Buck. It we don’t lose him, I feel Lca  V. Buck Legatte Petry 
Foe areca cormerey twa ese Aca Cook A. Jones 
lon't feel good about that position.’ $8 Maxie Taylor 
! FS Atkins Lumpkin Spears 
SPECIALISTS 
K Andersen 
Pp Barnhardt 
KA McAfee Pinkett 
PR McAfee Carroll 
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Honored in Hawall: Vaughan Johnson was one of three New Orleans linebackers who went 


championship—whatever they do in the 
regular season will be trivial by com- 


parison, 
COACHING 


Mora and his staff continue to be a 
stabilizing influence on a team not load- 
ed with many impact players, particu- 
larly on offense. 

Mora kept the Saints on track down 
the stretch last season, when four con- 
secutive defeats after a 9-1 start almost 
cost them the division crown. They fi- 
nally righted themselves by pounding 
the Los Angeles Raiders, 27-0, and 
Phoenix, 27-3, in their last two games to 
wrap up the title. 

Defensive coordinator Steve Sidwell 
is an outstanding NFL assistant who, 
surprisingly, received no nibbles during 
an off-season ripe with head coaching 
vacancies. Offensive coordinator Carl 
Smith continues to catch heat from 
Saints fans, who want him to open up 
the offense. In Smith's defense, the 
Saints scored 341 points in 1991, the 
eighth-highest total in the league. 

Mora's staff had only its second 
change since 1985 when secondary 
coach Dom Capers left to become de- 
fensive coordinator in Pittsburgh. 
Mora’s 30-year-old son, Jim, the second- 
ary coach of the San Diego Chargers 
the last three years, replaces Capers. 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—If anyone still 
doubted Bobby Hebert's value to the 
Saints, he answered them last season. 
After sitting out the 1990 season in a 
contract dispute, Hebert returned with 
a new two-year deal in hand and led 
New Orleans to the NFC West title. 

Hebert regained his starting job by 
besting Steve Walsh in a tightly con- 
tested battle in training camp, After 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


starting seven of the first eight games, 
Hebert was forced out of the lineup for 
six straight weeks by a nagging shoul- 
der injury. He had played the first half 
of the season with two shoulder sprains 
and a bruised rotator cuff, which had to 
be repaired at the end of the year. 

In his absence, the team lost four of 
six games with Walsh at the controls. 
Although the team’s most noticeable 
decline during the losing skid occurred 
on defense, some players said they 
lacked confidence in Walsh's ability to 
run the offense, 

The jury remains out on Walsh, who 
was acquired from Dallas in September 
1990 for three high draft picks. His 
many critics say the Cowboys got the 
better end of the deal. Others are less 
severe, saying Walsh's smarts eventu- 
ally will overcome his lack of arm 
strength. 

Third-string quarterback Mike Buck 
will get a long look in training camp. He 
has a stronger arm than either Hebert 
or Walsh but has thrown only two regu- 
lar-season passes in two years, 

RUNNING BACKS—The most stunning 
aspect of the Saints’ back-to-back play- 
off appearances was that they achieved 
it without a consistent, effective run- 
ning game. New Orleans averaged only 
106.8 yards per game and 3.5 yards per 
carry last year. 

The Saints are hoping that the arrival 


Getting his kicks: Morten Andersen gives 
the Saints a leg up on most teams. 


of tailbacks Allen Pinkett (acquired in 
a trade with Houston) and No. 1 draft 
pick Vaughn Dunbar will bolster the 
running game. Pinkett rushed for a ca- 


Satuts Fane... 
We've got you covered! 


There's a brand new publication in town devoted 
exclusively to bringing Saints fans the inside 


story on their team. It’ 


s Saints Digest, the 


Official Publication of the New Orleans Saints. 
Published weekly August through January and 


four times during the off- 
issues in all. Subscribe 


season, you get 26 big 
today and follow the 


Saints in the most complete news package 
available on your team — Saints Digest. 


|_IN EVERY ISSUE: _| 


@ Game Coverage 
© Action Photos 
@ Top Columnists 
@ Previews & Rosters 
@ Player Features 

& Much More 
@ Plus, you'll get a 
regular column from 
former Saints quarter- 
back Archie Manning! 


Phone 


NAME 


crys; 
"Plea: 


© Yes! Enter my subser 
cloned payment with my order (or charged my credit cura) 


ADDRESS 


jon to Saints Digest for the 


Check one: 
 Henctose payment with order 


visa Ome Clamex Oiscoven 


Exp Dato 
Card No, 


No ——___ (J Send my subscription 1st Class Mait 
veenclosed an additional $36.00 per yout. 


reer-high 720 yards in '91, while Dunbar 
led the nation with 1,699 yards rushing 
in the final year\of an All-America ca- 
reer at Indiana. 

The Saints have questions elsewhere. 
Dalton Hilliard is coming off two 
straight unproductive seasons because 
of injuries, After rushing for 1,262 yards 
and playing in the Pro Bow! in 1989, his 
rushing totals have plummeted to 284 
and 252 yards the last two years. 

Craig (Ironhead) Heyward continues 
to be an enigma, An outstanding block- 
er, he has been plagued by weight and 
personal problems in his first four NFL 
seasons, He voluntarily worked with fit- 
ness guru Mackie Shilstone during the 
off-season to get himself in shape. 

The Saints’ leading rusher in 1991 was 
rookie Fred McAfee, who did so in only 
nine games by gaining 497 yards. Hisin- 
ability to hold onto the ball in crucial 
situations, however, made him suspect 
as an every-down back. Pinkett and 
Dunbar will cut into some of McAfee's 
playing time. 

RECEIVERS—The receiving corps is 
solid, not spectacular. The lack of a big- 
play speedster limits the offense’s abil- 
ity to stretch opposing defenses. 

The best of the bunch is Eric Martin, | 
an eight-year veteran who caught 66 | 


passes for 803 yards and four touch- | 


Continued |e 


1m indicated blow 


Subscribe to Saints Digest 
before Sept. 15, 1992 and 
you'll receive a FREE copy of 
the official New Orleans Saints 
1992 Media Guide. Init you'll 
find: 

@ Player profiles & photos. 


@ Complete individual and 


rATE/2iP 


team records. 


‘add 62.00 per year for postagi 
Send paymer 


sw Orleans, LA 70150-0877 


ind handling of Media Guide. 
to: 


@ Franchise history. 
1991 season in review 
and a ‘92 preview. 
Player and team statistics 
and much more! 


6.00 & pay inUS funds 
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COACHES 


Head coach: Jim Mora 

Assistant coaches; Carl Smith (offensive coordinator/ 

quarterbacks). 

Jim Skipper (running backs), 

Steve Walters (receivers), 

oe Marcano (tight ends/ special teams). 

Paul Boudreau tenn line), 

met ‘Sidwell (defensive coordinator/inside line- 
acker 

Vic Bi (outside linebackers), 

John Pease (defensive ine). 

Jim Mora Jr, (defensive secondary), 

Russell Paternostro (strength and conditioning), 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record: 11-5 (1st in NFC West); 
4-2 in division; 8-4 in conference; 6-2 at home; 5~ 3 
‘onroad. 
1991 playolf record: Lost to Falcons, 27-20, in NFC 
wild-card game, 

ilar-season record: 57-38 in six seasons 


Late postseason record: 0-3 in three playoffs with 

saints. 

ier ‘record last five years; 50-29 (,633, ranks Sth in 
league in that span). 


}991 team rankings: NFC NFL 
Tat offense 7 15 
Rushing offense. 8 4 
Passing offense 6 10 
Scoring offense 5 8 
Total defense. 2 2 

2 2 

2 2 

1 1 

Tt ua 

Tol earil 

a8) W 

T2 73 

2 2 

MISCELLANEOUS DATA 

Stadium (capacity, surtace): Louisiana Superdome 

tees: artificial). 
Ticket informatie 


Flagship radio station: 
Training site: University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, La 
Grosse, Wis ; 504-733-0255. 


40. yé. TOs 
300-yé. games 


M. Andersen 


el 


1992 SCHEDULE 

Sept. 6—at Philadelphia 4:00 

Sept. 13—CHICAGO 12:00 

Sept. 20—at Atlanta 1:00 

Sept. 27—SAN FRANCISCO. 7:00 

Oct. _4—at Detroit 1:00 

Oct. 11-—-L.A. RAMS 6:30 

Oct. 18—at Phoenix 1:00 
Oct. 25—Open date 

Nov. 1—TAMPA BAY 12:00 

Nov,  8—at New England 1:00 

Nov, 15—atSan Francisco 1,00 

Nov, 23—' Hepa (Mon.) 8:00 

Nov. 29—MiAt 12:00 

Dec, 3 ATLANTA (Thur.) 7:00 

Dec, ale A. Rams: 1:00 

Dec. )—BUFFALO. 12:00 

Dec, Beat Y, Jets (Sat,) 12:30 

Alltimes local. All games Sunday unless noted, 
1991 RESULTS 

Sept, EATTLE W 27-24 

5 W 17-10 

WwW 24-7 

Ww 26-0 

Ww 27-6 

Ww 13-6, 

WwW 23-7 

L 17-20 

W 24-17 

Ww 10-3 

Lo 21-24 

TLANTA (OT) L 20-23 

1—at San Francisco L 24-38 

Dec, 8—at Dallas L 14-23 

Dec, 16—L.A. RAIDERS WwW 27-0 

Dec. 22—atPhoenix Ww 27-3 


1991 TEAM LEADERS 

{hiking}: wei Andersen, 113 pts. (38/38 
Scoring (touchdowns): Floyd Turner, 48 pts. (8 re- 
ceiving) 
Tossing Bobby, Hebert 1,676) yds (248) at, 149 
ed McAfee, 94 yds. (109 at, 45 avg, 2 


Ds). 
tain Eric Martin, 68 (803 yds., 12.2 avg., 4 


icine Gene re 5 (198 yds,, 0 TDs); Vince 

Buck, 5 (12yds.,0 TDs). 

Tackles: Sam Mills, 102 (79 solo, ea assisted). 

Sacks: Pat Swilling, 17 (139 yds.) 

Punting: Tommy Barnhardt, 43.5 avg. (86 punts, 

3,743 yds,, 1 blocked). 

ral Hiei Vince Buck, 8.4 avg. (31att, 260 yds., 0 
5 

Kickoff retorns: Gene Atkins, 18.4 avg. (20 att, 968 

yds.,0 TDs). 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 


10-39 yd. TOs 


Wesley Carroll 


Craig Heyward 


Dalton Hilliard 


Sfolo}a} ofelrs|—) 


nog 


Allen Pinkett 


Pat Swilling 


PEI UT ELA ATE itty 


Oi boat yiyiyayiiiie 
tiff atafsfitiy=(ah 


Floyd Turner 


el NL 


Steve Walsh 


VUE Ea ep ape papas 


Wprtefatafeleyaete 
Vee ay ap epeye 


Te os 


Hp Ep esiati pep epeye 


reelefefefate te fefayi tiff i [i fe} 40-49 ya. Fes 
eee fe fate ete fa Te yar f aft pes] soe ye. Fos 


Hevefatepebee peep a Pep etapa isp eats 


Wetepatepepatepapepapepay ep etsy 


PLOT ep ep epee tay 


Frank Warren 
‘interception 


Flocked port 
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downs last season, Fourth-year pro 
Floyd Turner complemented Martin 
nicely by catching a career-high 64 
passes for 927 yards and eight TDs. 
Quinn Early caught 32 passes in his 
first year with New Orleans, 

Wesley Carroll, the Saints’ top draft 
pick in '91, was slow to develop as a 
rookie after missing much of training 
camp due to a contract dispute. A full 
off-season should help his confidence. 

Torrance Small, a promising fifth- 
round pick from Alcorn State, and 
Patrick Newman, a Plan B signee last 
year, will battle for the fifth spot at 
wide receiver, 

Veteran tight ends Hoby Brenner and 
John Tice are stable blockers who, in 
the Saints’ offensive scheme, rarely 
catch passes, 

LINEMEN —Line coach Paul Boudreau 
did a superb job with this unit in 1991. 
Because of injuries, he went weeks ata 
time without the same starting five. 
Yet, by the end of the season, the Saints 
had yielded only 19 sacks, the second- 
lowest total in the league. 

If injured guards Steve Trapilo 
(knee) and Derek Kennard (pectoral 
muscle) and tackle Kevin Haverdink 
(back) return in good health, this could 
be one of the best front lines in the NFL. 
Kennard, who came to New Orleans 
from Phoenix, was a pleasant addition 
before injuring himself in a weight- 
room accident after only three games. 

Guard Jim Dombrowski, center Joel 
Hilgenberg and tackle Stan Brock are 
solid veterans. Tackle Richard Cooper, 
guard Chris Port and newcomers Gene 
McGuire (a fourth-round pick from 
Notre Dame) and Paul Jetton (a Plan B 
acquisition from Cincinnati) round out 
the field. 

Some tough decisions will be made 
here because Kennard, Trapilo and 
Dombrowski all are too good not to 
start. If Cooper and Haverdink don't 
handle left tackle, look for Dombrowski 
to slide over from left guard, enabling 
both Kennard and Trapilo to break into 
the starting lineup. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN— Although the Saints don't 
have a true impact player on their line, 
a formerly weak position now is a solid 
one thanks to the addition of No. 1 picks 
Wayne Martin (1989) and Renaldo Turn- 
bull (1990) and the acquisition of Robert 
Goff (from Tampa Bay) and Les Miller 
(San Diego) in recent years. 

Veterans Frank Warren and Jim 
Wilks, both of whom joined the Saints 
11 years ago, continue to anchor the 
line. They have remained productive in 
their twilight years thanks to a rotating 
system used by line coach John Pease. 

LINEBACKERS—Arguably, the best 
linebacking corps in the NFL resides in 
New Orleans. Three of the four start- 
ers—Pat Swilling, Sam Mills and 
Vaughan Johnson—went to the Pro 
Bowl last year. The one who didn't, 
Rickey Jackson, is coming off his best 
season since 1985. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Swilling has experienced a boost to 
his ego and his salary. After recording a 
league-leading 17 sacks and being 
named the NFL's Defensive Player of 
the Year, Swilling received a huge raise 
when the Saints matched a three-year, 
$5.475 million contract offered by the 
Detroit Lions. 

Jackson, 34, had 11! sacks and con- 
tinues to be the Saints’ ironman. In 11 
seasons, he has never missed a start 
due to a football-related injury. His only 
misses were three strike games in 1987 
and two games in '89 after suffering a 
head injury ina car accident. 

Inside help comes from promising 
youngsters James Williams and De- 
Mond Winston, Former end Joel 
Smeenge and Turnbull are experiment- 
ing at outside linebacker, where they 
could provide help in coming years. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—All four starters 
are back, but depth was hurt with the 
departure of cornerback Milton Mack 
and safeties Vencie Glenn and Bennie 
Thompson via Plan B. 

The biggest question mark involves 
Vince Buck, who suffered a potentially 
career-ending neck and spinal injury in 
@ game against San- Francisco last De- 
cember, Team doctors and officials 
have given Buck the green light to re- 
sume his NFL career, but concerns 
about his safety likely won’t ever be put 
to rest entirely. 

Starting safeties Gene Atkins and 
Brett Maxie are solid players, with At- 
kins showing Pro Bowl promise. Cor- 
nerback Toi Cook suffered a broken left 
forearm against Dallas late in the year 
and will play this season with a metal 
plate in his arm. 

Reginald Jones played well as a rook- 
jie in passing situations, He could be 
called upon if Buck’s comeback falters. 

The Saints addressed their need for 
depth by signing former Indianapolis 
safety Keith Taylor and drafting Ne- 
braska cornerback Tyrone Legette 
(third round) and Minnesota safety 
Sean Lumpkin (fifth), 


SPECIAL TEAMS 


Place-kicker Morten Andersen gives 
the Saints a leg up on most teams. He 
made 25 of 32 field-goal attempts last 
year, including a 60-yarder with room 
to spare against Chicago. 

Punter Tommy Barnhardt was solid 
last year (a 43,5-yard average on 86 
punts) except for two critical shanks 
against the Bears and 49ers, Both mis- 
cues led to New Orleans defeats, 

The Saints finished in the bottom 10 
in the league in both kickoff and punt 
returns. McAfee will compete with 
Pinkett and Atkins for duty on kickoff 
returns, with Dunbar another likely 
candidate, 

The Saints will miss Thompson and 
linebacker Brian 
Forde on special 
teams. Thompson's 
work there last year 
earned him a trip to 
the Pro Bowl. 


Wo, QUARTERBACKS WL/Wt Born 
Hebert Bobi. 
lebert, 

4 Walsh, Steve 

RUNNING BACK: 
32 Dunbar, Vaugtin. 
22 Fenerty, Gill 
34 Heyward, Craig 
21 Hilliard, Dalton 


20 Pinkett, Aliei 
30 Smith, Cedric 
RECEIVERS 


87 Wainright, 
OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
79 Adell, Scott (T) 
67 Brock, Stan (T 
71 Cooper, Richard ( 
72 Dombrowski, Jim ( 
86 Gisler, Mike (6) ... 
74 Haverdink, Kevin 
61 Hilgenberg, Joel (C/ 
68 Jetton, Paul (C/G). 
78 Keim, Mike (T) 
60 Kennard, Derek 
76 McGuire, Gene (C. 
70 Port, Chris (G/T) 
65 Trapilo, Steve (G) 
DEFENSIVE LINEMEN 
91 Goff, Robert (NT), 
93. Martin, Wayne (E | 
89 Miler, Les (E).. 
95 Stewart, Robert 
‘97 Turnbull, Renaldo (E 
73 aE GENS 
94 Wilks, Jim (E/NT, 
LINEBACKERS: 
57 Jackson, Rickey.... 
53 Johnson, Vaughai 
58 Jones, Donal 
‘51 Mills, Sam 
55 Ross, Scott... 
99 Smeenge, Joe... 
56 Swilling, Pat 
90 Williams, Jam 
92 Winston, DeMor 
DEFENSIVE BACKS 
28 Atkins, Gene (S)., 
26 Buck, Vince (CB) 
41 Cook, Toi (CB) 
24 Florence, 


45 Petry, Stan (CB). 
33 Spears, Ernest (S 
29 Taylor, Keith (S). 
38 Vincent, Kary (CB) 


‘SPECIALISTS. 
7 Andersen, Morten (K) .. 
6 Barnhardt, Tommy (P) 


OTHER FREE AGENTS IN CAMP. 


Nielsen, G; Jimmy Spencer, CB; Kevin Verdugo, OB. 
*Not with Saints in 1991. 


Key to abbreviations on page 160. 


Exp. 
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NRSSDeEnaesnn 
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Reverses 


PUN ReDPNiowe 


6 


+Includes totals with both Sehieand ‘another NFL team in 1991, 


Biowoen 
> 


College 
Maine 


Northwestern (La.) State 
la.) 


Miami (Fla. 


Indiana 

Holy Cross 
Pittsburgh, 
Louisiana State 
McNeese State 
Mississippi College. 
Michigan State 
Notre Dame. 
Florida 


Southern California 
Miami (Fla.) 
Tennessee State 


lowa 

Louisiana State 
Utah State 
Wake Forest 
Alcorn State 
Maryland 


Northwestern (La.) State 


Northern Colorado 


North Carolina State 
Colorado 
Tennessee 

Virginia 

Houston 

Western Michigan 
fowa 


Texas 
Brigham Young 
Nevada-Reno 
Notre Dame 


Duke 
Boston College 


Auburn 
Arkansas 
Fort Hays State (Kan.) 
Afabama 


West Virginia 
\uburn, 
San Diego State 


Pittsburgh 
North Carolina State 
Washington 

Montclair State (N.J.) 
Southern California 
Western Michigan 
Georgia Tech 
Mississippi State 
Vanderbilt 


Florida A&M 
Central State (0.) 
Stanford 
Bethune-Cookman, 
Memphis State 
Nebraska 
Minnesota 

Texas Southern 
Texas Christian 
‘Southern California 
Minois 

Texas A&M 


Michigan State 
North Carolina 


DID YOU KNOW. .. 


. - that Morten Andersen needs 35 points to become the first player in Saints history to score 1,000 points? 
a 


—_—_— 


1992 NEW ORLEANS SAINTS ROSTER 
NFL 


How "91 Games 
cq. GP/Gs 
63/90 210 
FA/B5 9/9 
T-Dal/90 «8/7. 
1/92 = 
07/86 = 16/12 
01/88 7/4 
02/86 10/3 
FA/90 14/6 
6/91 9/0 
T-Phi/89 6/0, 
T-Hou/92 *16/16 
191 6/0 
O3b/81 16/16 
2/91 12/0 
Di0/92 = 
PlanB/91 18/12 
07/85 18/13 
PlanB/91 7/0 
D5a/86 ai 
05/92 — 
3/83 5/7 
06/89 16/4 
08/91 14/2 
12/92 - 
1/80 16/16 
FA/ea 45/11 
1/86 16/16 
D11/92 = 
05/89 10/5 
84 16/18 
PlanB/92 “8/8 
‘AIS 1/0 
T-Pho/91 3/3. 
192 = 
012/90 44/14 
04/87 IR 
T-78/90 15/0 
1/88 16/16 
PianB/91 16/0 
08/92 = 
1/90 16/0 
03/81 16/16 
012/81 16/15 
02/81 16/16 
Sup1/84 19/41 
Da/92 = 
FA/B6 16/16 
11/91 410 
03/90 14/0 
D3b/e6 = 18/16 
6b/90 16/4 
04/90 1R 
07/87 16/16 
02/90 13/13 
09/87 = 14/14 
FAISY *6/0 
91 Bi 
03/92 = 
04a/92 = 
FA/B5 18/16 
FA/91 14/0 
FA/92 = 
PlanB/92 "16/10 
16/92 - 
4/82 16/0 
FA/89 16/0 
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Nathaniel Bolton, WR; John Brown, WA; Herbert Casey, WR; George Daveney, TE; Thomas Griffin, LB; Brian 


NFC WEST 


NEW ORLEANS SAINTS 
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=] 49ers won't be fazed by a chaotic off-season 


By IRA MILLER 
San Francisco Chronicle 


he off-season was a chaotic one 
for the San Francisco 49ers. 
First, Bill Walsh was returning. 
Then, he wasn’t. Tony Razzano, the 
team’s chief scout, was quitting. Then, 
he wasn't. Finally, he did. Five as- 
sistant coaches left and six new ones 
were hired. Quarterback Steve Young 
was going to be traded during the draft 
so the 49ers could get extra picks. He 
wasn't and they didn't. 

The 49ers, however, didn’t seem 
nearly as concerned with all the front 
office and coaching-staff machinations 
as outsiders did, 

“If I'm on the outside, I'm saying, 
‘Good,' each time I see a change, be- 
cause I do the same thing when I see 
other teams lose guys,” Coach George 
Seifert said, “(But) the key thing is hav- 
ing the players, That is fairly stable. 
The team itself is intact and pretty 
damn good.” 


COACHING 

Seifert starts his fourth year at the 
helm with a large cast of new help, es- 
pecially on offense. Line coach Bobb 
McKittrick is the only offensive as- 
sistant handling the same players he 
did a year ago. New offensive coordina- 
tor Mike Shanahan had to take a crash 
course in the 49ers’ offense. Ray Sher- 


Taylor-made player: Few receivers do as good a job as John Taylor when it comes to 
gaining yardage after making a catch. 


man, the running-backs coach last 
year, now handles the receivers. Run- 
ning-backs coach Carl Jackson is in his 
first National Football League job. And 
Mike Solari, tight ends/assistant of- 
fensive-line coach, is in his first season 
with San Francisco. 

The 49ers expect Shanahan, a long- 


Strengths: Surprisingly, 
the offensive line, now 


PROBABLE DEPTH CHART 


that everyone is settled. The 
agersused the same ve sant OFFENSE 
ers in all 16 games last year. The SE__ Taylor Sherrard RiLewis 
starting wide receivers, ery Rica LT Wallace Boatswain 
and John Taylor, are terrific L__Meintyre Neville Bolinger 
Weaknesses: The offense needs a feature fe—een site : 
back. The special teams are inconsistent, oo : 
‘especially the punting game. There’s also 86__ Foster Neville Bollinger 
lack of experienced depth at several key AT Barton Boatswain 
positions, except quarterback. Te Jones Williams Walls 
Key to success: A healthy Joe Montana. His FL ——Rice Turner 
presence would do wonders for the team, 
and his familiarity with the offenseispar- 98 __Montana Young Bono 
Aoulary important this year because the AB. Carter Lee Watters 
ers are breaking in a new offensive co- Hend 
ordinator (Mike Shanahan), fs __Rathman a Syaney | 
Sure tiga of trouble: Rice getting hurt. He's DEFENSE 
never missed a game in his NFL career, [eon ho 
and he's the one player the 49ers cannot 
| replace. The lack of an effective running NT___M.Carter Washington 
| game only highlights his importance tothe RE Fagan Roberts Hamel 
aie vee are Haley Harris M. Thomas 
: Last year was the first time 
since 1982 that San Francisco did ot tg ola Cone Jovan 
make the playoffs. | 
Coach George Solfort says: “Mike Shana- ROLB Romanowski Jordan Harris 
ly fecal ici! hilar he knows = LCB Davis Hanks Pollard 
What to anticipate, Alan Lowry will just i 
have special teams, so he can totally 22 ats waa ~ 
focus on that. Most of our defensive SS ___Gas! ——— . | 
coaches pave been coordinators, so FS Jackson Hall Whitmore | 
there's it 
| theresa lot of experience we-can draw Coil ioe 
| K__Coter 
| P___Prokop 
KA__D.Carter Watters 
PR Taylor Griffin 
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time NFL offensive coordinator, to 
maintain the basics of their offense and 
add a little of the playbook he used in 
Denver. The basic philosophy, featur- 
ing ball-control passing, is not supposed 
to change. But it will be interesting to 
see how much freedom Seifert will 
allow his new offensive coordinator. 
Last year, some players felt Seifert, 
whose background is in defense, ex- 
erted too much control over then- 
offensive coordinator Mike Holmgren, 
and the result was a lack of productiv- 
ity at times. The offense improved at 
the end of the year when the shackles 
came off, 

“T feel comfortable. I don’t feel para- 
noid, like I did when the (other as- 
sistant coaches) first left,” Seifert said. 
“I was very uneasy. But since every- 
body's come together, and I've had a 
chance to see them interact with one 
another, I feel good.” 


OFFENSE 

QUARTERBACKS—The most signifi- 
cant off-season news for 49er faithful 
was the little games of pitch-and-catch 
that quarterback Joe Montana played. 
All indications were that Montana, who 
missed the entire 1991 season, would be 
ready in ‘92 after undergoing major 
elbow surgery. 

Although Steve Young led the league 
in passing efficiency last year (101.8), 
the 49ers are eagerly awaiting Mon- 
tana’s return. As long as he is healthy, 
Seifert says, he'll be the starter. 

During his rehabilitation, Montana 
appeared to throw the ball well, and no 
pain (or any other problem) was re- 
ported. Montana’s ability to run—and 
his knowledge of—the offense will help 
Shanahan. 

The 49ers are happy with their depth 
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at the position. Third-stringer Steve 
Bono played well last year after Young 
was injured, and No. 4 man Bill Mus- 
grave showed promise as a rookie. 

One problem the 49ers face is the 
weak relationship between Montana 
and Young. Montana publicly sniped at 
Young last year; meanwhile, he has a 
close relationship with Bono. Young 
seemed to have some trouble settling 
into his role as the starter last year, but 
his running ability gives the offense an 
extra dimension, 

RUNNING BACKS—Aithough San 
Francisco's running game was better in 
1991 than in '90, that improvement was 
due more to a stable line than any im- 
provement on the part of the runners, 
In a nutshell, the 49ers have lots of 
depth but no stars. Seifert insists it's 
not necessary to have a standout back 
who plays every down, but he wouldn't 
mind having one. 

Dexter Carter is the nominal starter 
at halfback, but his backup, Keith 
Henderson, got more carries and more 
yards last year, Henderson is a tougher 
runner than Carter, who tends to go 
down too easily. 

Fullback Tom Rathman's role has 
been reduced primarily to blocking. A 
former heavy-duty pass catcher (he 
had 73 receptions in 1989), Rathman had 
just 34 catches last year. His backup, 
Harry Sydney, became a valuable 


short-yardage runner and the lone back 
when the 49ers used a one-back forma- 
tion, 

At least three newcomers are’ fight- 
ing for jobs: Ricky Watters, a No, 2 pick 
in 1991; Sheldon Canley, a seventh- 
rounder a year ago; and Amp Lee, a 
second-round pick this year. Watters 
and Canley did not play as rookies due 
to injuries. 

RECEIVERS—The 49ers have the 
league's best starting wide receivers in 
Jerry Rice and John Taylor. Few re- 
ceivers do as good a job of gaining yard- 
age after the catch as they do, which 
makes Montana's return even more sig- 
nificant. He is more adept than Young 
at hitting his receivers in stride, giving 
them a better chance to gain yards 
after the catch, 

Because of a lack of depth at wide re- 
ceiver, an injury to Rice probably 
would devastate the offense. The 49ers’ 
attack has suffered in the past when 
Rice has been hobbled. Although he 
started every game in 1991, Rice played 
much of the season with a painful knee 
injury that limited his mobility. 

Only Mike Sherrard is assured of a 
backup job. The 49ers signed five-year 
NFL veteran Odessa Turner, who 
caught 21 passes for the New York Gi- 
ants last year, asa Plan B free agent, 

Tight end Brent Jones is a key player 
in the San Francisco offense, primarily 


for his ability to get open deep down the 
middle. When he plays, it’s harder for 
opponents to double-team Rice and 
Taylor. The 49ers missed Jones in the 
six games he had to sit out last year fol- 
lowing knee surgery, but he's fine now, 

LINEMEN—A weakness became a 
strength last season when the 49ers set- 
tled on their starting lineup relatively 
early in camp and left it alone. A lot of 
maneuvering and position-switching in 
1989 and '90 had hurt the line's effective- 
ness. All five '91 starters are back, 

As a whole, the San Francisco of- 
fensive line is underrated, Right tackle 
Harris Barton is a quiet, stable force 
who probably hasn't gotten the recogni- 
tion he deserves because of constant 
moving. Barton has the strength of a 
tackle and the agility of a guard. Left 
tackle Steve Wallace is coming off his 
best season, and center Jesse Sapolu 
has developed into one of the league's 
better players at his position. 

The starting guards, Guy McIntyre 
and Roy Foster, have both played in the 
Pro Bowl, with McIntyre making it the 
last three years. Their styles are differ- 
ent, with McIntyre, the smaller man, 
depending more on athletic ability and 
speed. Overall, the 49ers’ offensive line 
is small by current NFL standards, but 
it’s helped by the kind of offense the 


Continued 


A new season is about to begin 
and some unknowns will be answered. 
Can Joe return to All-Pro form? Who 
will become the primary Force in the 
secondary? Can’ the 49ers regain the 
dominanice they possessed in the '80s? 
These and all your questions will be 
answered as the season unfolds, how- 
ever, you can get an cdg like you never 
had before. 

With a paid subscription to 49ers 
Report you will receive inside informa- 
tion no where else available, 
willreceive a FREE 1992 OQ, 
Media Guide. Valued at $ 
same guide members of the media use 
each game. At250-plus pagesit's packed 
with every 
statistic ever 
compiled by 
the 49ers. 


MAIL TO: 49ERS REPORT, P.O. 
MISSOURI CITY, TX 


<== ==— 


r 
1 
I 
| 


You won't miss any o 
advantage of t. 


Sign me up to49ERS REPORT for 26 issues... and 
sendme my FREE MEDIA GUIDE. I understand 
the Media Guide will be sent in time for the regular 


waidin full. Twillreceive 26issuesinall, plusthe FREE, 
ledia Guide. One Year, 26 Issues, $27.95. 


Our editors will be at each game, 
every practiceand sometimes inside the 
huddle, delivering you the inside story 
ers, coaches, the front office 
and the entire NFL... plus, game 
previews, stats, standings and’ much, 
much more including predictions of the 
winners on the weekly schedule, 

Sign up for a subscription TO- 
DAY and we will send you your FREE, 
1992 Official San Francisco 49ers Me- 
dia Gulde before the regular season 
starts. We will enter your name as a 
subscriber for 26 issues at the low, low 
price of $27.95, That's a savings of more 
than $35 off the regular newsstand price 
... plus, a FREE Media Guide, Medi 
Guides will be sent only with your paid- 
in-full subscription. Start enjoying the 
excitement by being the most informed 
49ers fan around, 


SEND ME MY FREE MEDIA 


Payment Enclosed [Bill Me Later 
CO) MasterCard 1) visa 


Charge My 
Cardi. 


a 


DEVOTED TO THE A9ERS 


IDE| [gz 
GU E ia 


season and that my subscription of $27.95 must be 


NAME. 


BOX 815 | ADDRESS 


TAS | cry. 


FAX YOUR ORDER TODAY 71 
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COACHES 


Head coach: George Seifert. 

‘Assistant coaches: Jerry Attaway (physical develop- 
ment, strength and conditioning coordinator), 
Owaine Board Legere line assistant). 

Jeff Fisher (defensive backs). 

Carl Jackson (running backs) 

Alan Lowry (special teams). 

John Marshall (defensive line) . 

Bobb Mekittrick (offensive line). 

Bill McPherson (defensive coat 
Mike Shanahan (offensive coordinator; 
Ray Sherman (receivers), 

‘Mike Solari (tight ends/offensive line assistant). 
Eric Wright (defensive backs assistant), 

Bob Zeman (linebackers). 


RECORDS/RANKINGS 


1991 regular-season record: 10-6 (3rd in NFC West); 
3-3 in division; 7-5 in conference; 7-1 at home; 3-5 
‘on road. 

1991 piyl record: None, 

‘Seifert's regular-season record; 38-10 in three seasons 
with 49ers, 

Solfert’s postseason record: 4-1 in two playoffs with 
49ers (1-in Super Bowl). 

Team record last five years: 61-18 (.772, ranks 1st in 
league in that span) 


1991 team rankings: NFC NFL 
Total offense 1 3 
Rushing offense.. 6 11 
Passing offense. 1 2 
Scoring offense. 2 3 
Total defense 5 6 
Rushing defense. 4 5 
Passing defense 8 ab] 
Scoring defense.. 3 4 
Takeaways. T9120 
z; 14 

710 119 

Q 118 

3 4 

MISCELLANEOUS DATA 


— (capacity, surface): Candlestick Park (66,513, 
ras: 


3S). 
Sicha information: 415-468-2249. 
Flagship radio station: KGO, 810 AM. 
Training site: Sierra Community College, Rocklin, 
Calif; 916-624-8241, 


1-9 yd. Tos 
10-39 yd. TOs 


1992 SCHEDULE 


6—at N.Y, Giants 
43—BUFFALO 
20—at NY. Jets 
27—at New Orleans 
4—L.A. RAMS 
11—at New England 
18—ATLANTA 
25—Open date 
J—at Phoenix 
9—at Atlanta (Mon.) 
15—NEW ORLEANS 
22—at LA. Rams, 
29—PHILADELPHIA 
6—MIAMI 
43—at Minnesota 
19—TAMPA BAY (Sat,) 
28—DETROIT (Mon. ) 


Alltimes focal. All games Sunday unless noted, 


SEES 


Ss Sssssss 


Sssssssses 


Pepeeeers 


1991 RESULTS 
Sept, 2—at NY. Giants 14-16 
Sept, 8—SAN DIEGO, 34-13 


Sept, 15—at Minnesota 
Sept. 22—L.A. RAMS 
, 29—at L.A. Raiders 


Oct. 20—DETROIT 
Oct. 27—at Philadelphia 
Nov. 3—atAtlanta 

. 10—at New Orleans 
/. 17—PHOENIX. 
Nov. 25—atL.A. Rams 
Dec, 1—NEW ORLEANS 
Dec. 8—atSeattle 
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Dec. 14—KANSASCITY 28-14 
Dec, 23—CHICAGO 52-14 
1991 TEAM LEADERS 


‘Mike Cofer, 91 pts. (49/50 PATs, 


) 

: Steve Young, 2,517 yds. (279 att., 180 
‘comp., 64.5%, 17 TDs, 8int.). 

Rushing: Keith Henderson, 561 yds. (137 att., 4.1 


avg.,2 10s). 
sions: Jerry Rice, 80 (1,206 yds., 15.1 avg., 14 


Ds). 

Interceptions: Dave Waymer, 4 (77 yds.,0 TDs). 

Tackles: Dave Waymer, 86 (77 solo, Sassisted). 

toe Larry Roberts, 7 (80 ys) Charles Haley, 7 
49'yds.). 

Punting: Joe Prokop, 38.5 avg. (40 punts, 1,541 yds., 


O blocked). 
Senate: John Taylor, 8.6 avg. (31 att,, 267 yds., 
8 


Kickolf rturns: Dexter Carter, 22.7 avg. (37 att, 899 
yds., 1TD). 


1991 FANTASY STATISTICS 


Statistics included for current members of 1992 roster only. 
Passing | AUSHING | 


100-yd. games 
1-9yé. TDs 
10-39 yd. TDs 
40. y4.T0s 
100-yd. games 
17-39 yd. Fos 
40-49 yd, Fs 


ili ]i] te} 10-39 y8. tos 


=| 1 |={=] Total Tos 


K. Henderson 


Brent Jones 


Vapipepeyiye 


Bill Musgrave 


Tom Rathman. 


CO On 0 be 8 PL 


Jamie Williams 


VEL EP PEEP UPL P ELE EE] A feo) 1-Syd. Tos: 


PEPE TE PAPE P ULE] EP EPL |p 40+ yd. Tos: 


eh} tP PPE LU {tL EPL) LE} ELL] 1 [a9] 300-yd. games: 


Hep ep eyayayay 


Steve Youn, 
includes kickoff return 


“fumble recovery 
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Vepep epee papaya petite ryt 
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team uses. 

Although there isn’t a lot of depth, 
McKittrick was enthused about Plan B 
signee Ralph Tamm, who can play 
guard or center, The 49ers also are 
hopeful about Harry Boatswain, a fifth- 
round pick in '91 who spent his rookie 
year on injured reserve. 


DEFENSE 

LINEMEN—Expected to be a strength 
last season, the defensive line suc- 
cumbed to injuries and ineffectiveness. 
And, with another season just around 
the corner, questions abound. 

Will Kevin Fagan rebound from off- 
season knee surgery? Can Michael 
Carter control his weight and be a dom- 
inating player once again? Will promis- 
ing youngsters Dennis Brown and Ted 
Washington develop as the 49ers had ex- 
pected when they made both players 
high draft picks? Can Larry Roberts re- 
peat his solid 1991 season? 

The only lineman who doesn’t have a 
question mark attached to his name is 
Pierce Holt, the starting left end, 

The 49ers like to rotate their linemen, 
using as many as possible to keep them 
fresh. They also employ a lot of differ- 
ent alignments, usually a three- or four- 
man front, occasionally one using five 
down linemen. 

The 49ers need some of their highly 
drafted linemen of recent years to es- 
tablish themselves, 

LINEBACKERS—The key here is get- 
ting seven-year veterans Charles Haley 
and Tim Harris on the same page. 
When the 49ers acquired Harris from 
Green Bay last September, they envi- 
sioned two pass-rushing linebackers 
terrorizing opposing passers. That sce- 
nario didn’t play out in ‘91. 

Haley, plagued by minor injuries, 
limped through the season without the 
effectiveness he displayed in previous 
years. Harris, a Pro Bow! performer 
just two years earlier, showed little of 
that talent wearing the gold and scar- 
let. In fact, the only time Harris really 
played a major role in a game, Haley 
was out with an injury. 

If both players return to form, the 
49ers would have a formidable pass 
rush, although neither Haley nor Harris 
is terrific against the run. 

Bill Romanowski, the starter on the 
strong side, is one of San Francisco's 
most underrated players. He has the 
strength to handle the tight end and is 
fast enough to play as the single line- 
backer in the nickel defense, 

On the inside, Keith DeLong, a No. 1 
pick in 1989, is a big hitter who is still 
learning. Michael Walter remains a 
steady and reliable tackler, but he'll 
turn 32 this season and is approaching 
the end of his career. He’s been dogged 
by injuries the last two years. 

The 49ers hope a young player like 
Darin Jordan, Mitch Donahue or John 
Johnson emerges as a possible future 
starter. 

DEFENSIVE BACKS—The 49ers are 
hoping their latest No. 1 draft choice, 
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Dana Hall, can give them the same kind | EERE e 
of hitting and big-play instincts a 1992 SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS ROSTER ma 
former No. 1 pick, Ronnie Lott, once NEL Hew “91 Games Ss 
gave them. If Hall's half the player Lott No, QUARTERBACKS WL/WLe Bors Exp. ei aq. GP/aS 
Was, heb god. ae Sa lite eo | 
lontana, 11+! iotre Dame 
Hall is projected to start at free safe- 44 Musgrave. Bill 14-11-87 41 ‘Oregon FAIS v0 | 
ty very soon, perhaps even early this B Young, Steve & Brigham Young T-18/87 11/10 
year. Todd Bowles, a Plan B acquisition AUNNING BACKS 
in 1991, started there most of last sea- 1 San Jose State 07/91 IR 
son. Bowles did a workmanlike job but 2 bere ag Pye ae 
did not make many big plays. Seifert R Flora State 02/92 a 
wants big play from his free safety. 6 Kentucky PlanB/92 *16/0 
The job at strong safety also is for the iH ibrar ae Ae 
taking. Dave Waymer, the starter there ries 
last year, defected to the Raiders via : aired fears ie 
Plan B. Newcomer Thane Gash, a RECEIVERS 
former Cleveland Brown, is given a a a emma Tay pee = 
slight edge ‘to start this year. Gash, ado at 
however, must shake off the rust of a 636 Santa Clara (Calf) FAVE toa 
68 2 ‘Florida State 3/90 0/0 
year of inactivity because of a neck in- 3-62 8 Mississippi ValleyState 01/85 16/16 
jury. David Whitmore, a reserve last is A Ren eh vt! nee 
year, also will be given a chance to i etaware State AGG; 
start. Johnnie Jackson, an occasional Pere mer reba MENS MS oe 
starter the last three years, could claim -25-60 10 Nebraska PlanB/89 16/7 
either of the safety jobs. OFFENSIVE LINEMEN 
Right cornerback Don Griffin, who 79 Fare tee: ate ae) me 8 ~A 
oatswain, Harry -26-| ew I. 
has startedievery, game the Jast three 71 Bolinger, Brian (6) 11-21-68 A North Carolina 03/92 aN @2 
seasons, is the only solid returnee in the Foster, Roy (@ 5-24-60 11 Southern California PlanB/91 16/18 
wT rac mma npenionian | MEe ee te cil) ad 
eft cornerback was a problem las eviles: & Fh ie 
year as Darryl Pollard and Eric Davis 61 Sapolu, Jesse (C) 310-61, 7 Hawaii D183 16/16 | = 
Siglar, Ricky (6). 6-14-66 2 SanJoseState Fagg 0/0 
suffered season-ending injuries. The 64 Tamm, Ralph (6/6) 65 3 WestChester(Pa.) © PlanB/g2 14/0 | JL 
highly regarded Davis, a second-round 60 Thomas, Chuck (C) ~24-60 7 Oklahoma FA/87 12/0 
pick in 1990, will be trying to bounce 74 Wallace, Steve (T).. -27-64 7 Auburn D4a/86 16/16 (=) 
back froma severe shoulder injury. 3° Washington 2/90 4614 
The injuries to Pollard and Davis D souheyMathorst.  Upsieae | Merae:| Med 
opened the door for Merton Hanks, who 6 Miami (Fla.) D4c/86 8/7 | C7, ) 
wound up starting eight games in his = Pees as Ae a 
rookie year. The coaches like Hanks’ 5 Angelo State (Tex.) D2a/88 48/14 (S) 
technique and potential, but he was 88 LaBounty, Matt (E) R Oregon 12/92 = 
beaten for five touchdown passes in the 77 Mayfield, Corey (E) R Oklahoma 010/92 = 4 
last six games of the season. a ee an oe ae 4 
SPECIAL TEAMS 2 Louisville DW/3t 16/0 e 
Mike Cofer got a vote of confidence Kel 8-14-67 tas Tenneased! 1/89 15/4 | 
after a poor 1991 season in which he 54 Donahue, Mitch. 6-2/254 2-4-68 2 Wyoming 04/91 13/0 
ranked last in the NFL with 50 percent 8 eae nian S428 8-11-08 3 Nortn Carina he) we Ss 
+} laley, inf So +t James Madison 
Held sop Lmecurscviandyscoredea 92 Harré, Tim (DE). 6-6/258 9-10-64 7 Memphis State T-0B/91 11/4 
career-low 91' points. He made only 56 Harrison, Marti 6-5/240 9-20-67 1. Washington 40/90 o/0 | 4 
seven of 20 field-goal attempts between 55 Johnson, John.. 6-3/230 5-8-68 2 Clemson Dea/91 0/0 (7) 
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{LEB CEL OR 


Talent-hungry professional scouts already feast 


Compiled by Mel Kiper Jr., Draft Publications Inc, 


Though their draft value will rise or fall depending on the num- 
ber of underclassmen who decide to turn pro early, the following 
collegians will attract the greatest interest from scouts entering 


HE QUARTERBACKS 


3, Drew Bledsoe, Wash. State 
4, Jamie Martin, Weber State 
5, Russ Shows, Mississippi 
6. Troy Kopp, Pacific. 
7.Ches Liles, NE Louisiana. 
8, Mark Brunell, Washington. 
9, Gino Torretta, Miami (Fla.) 
40. Shane Matthews, Florida 


Comment 
Possible No. 1 overall pick. 

Has all the physical attributes. 
Could move to head of the class. 
Skills similar to Mark Rypien’s. 
Underrated due to vanilla offense, 
Record-setting pure passer. 

His school has had some good QBs, 
Reminds many of Steve Young. 
Hea player helped by great cast 
A perfect fit for Spurrier's system. 


EES RUNNING BACKS 


HALFBACKS 
Ka 


WL Wt. 


3, Errict Rhett, Florida® 
4, Greg Hil, Texas A&M 
5. Butch Hadnot, Texas* 
6, Estrus Crayton, Southern Gal. 
7. Terry Kirby, Virginia 
8. Kevin Williams, UCLA 
9, Beno Bryant, Washingto 

40. Derrick Lassic, Alabama 


FULLBACKS 


Nams, Schoo! 
4. Jerome Bettis, Notre Dame t . 
2. Rudy Harris, Clemson 
3, Lorenzo Neal, Fresno State 
4. Kenyon Rasheed, Oklahoma 
5, Randy Cuthbert, Duke: 
8. Burnie Legette, Michigi 
7. Roosevelt Potts, NE Loui 
8. Stephen McGuire, Miami (Fla. 
9, Greg Zomalt, California 

40. Lance Lewis, Nebraska. 


Comment 

Similar to Giants’ Dave Meggett. 
Has game-breaking ability. 

Solid all-around performer. 
Explosive and can stop ona dime. 
Coming off disappointing season. 
Junior college transfer could shine, 
Runs upright, but is productive. 
Needs to shake injury jinx. 
Electrifying north/south runner. 
May be better than Siran Stacy. 


Comameat 

Big back with All-World ability, 
Needs to shake underachiever label. 
‘A good complementary-type player. 
Is unstoppable near the goal line 
All-purpose type with great hands. 
Clears way for Ricky Powers & Co. 
Has abundant raw physical talent. 
Coming off severe knee injury. 

Good complement in fine backfield. 
Another talented Cornhusker back 


a= io 


WIDE RECEIVERS 
Name, Schoo! HL WE. 
41, Horace Copeland, Miami (Fla,) .. 62/198 


2. Sean Dawkins, California 
3, Kevin Williams, Miami (Fla. 
4. Andre Hastings, Georgia t.. 
5. Melvin Bonner, Baylor 
6. Gadry Ismail, Syracus 
7.0.4. McDuffie, Penn Stat 
8. Eric Guliford, Arizona State 
9, Lamar Thomas, Miami (Fla, ) 

10. Aaron Turner, Pacific 


TIGHT ENDS 


Nams, School 
4. Irv Smith, Notre Dame 
2. Fred Baxter, Auburn 
3, Marcus Pope, Southern Mis 
4, Clarence Williams, Wash. State 
5. Joey Mickey, Oklahoma 
6 Marty Thompson, Fresno Stat 
7. Chris Gedney, Syracuse. 

8. Todd Cutler, New Mexico Stat 
9, Rob Coons, Pittsburgh 
10. Jason Burleson, Texas 
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Comment 
Faster than Michael Irvin. 

Fluid athlete has all the tools, 
Explosive but needs consistency. 
Has helped open up Bulldog otfense. 
Bears’ veer offense holds him back. 
Does itall as receiver returner. 
Big-play man can catch in traffic. 
Small but quick, with great hands. 
Seed pessession-typerecaver 
One of best-kept secrets around. 


q 
ay be etter than Derk Brown, 
Makes the spectacular look easy. 
Highly skilled sleeper. 

Had an impressive spring. 

Needs to put itall together, 

Best hands among these tight ends. 
Another weapon for loaded Orange. 
Underrated performer in Big West. 
Neods big senior year to lift rating. 
May shine in Longhorns’ proattack, 


the 1993 National Football League draft. Many are fourth-year 
juniors (some are true juniors) who could return for a final sea- 
son of collegiate eligibility in '93 but aren't expected to do so, 


Clarence Williams: Washington State tight end hopes an 
impressive spring showing means a super autumn performance. 


_Saeeena N  T ———l 
CENTERS 


4, Scott Armbrust, 
5, Travis Broadbent, Rutgers 


GUARDS 


Name, Schoo! 
1. Brian Cassidy, Stanford. 
2. Chuck Belin, 
3. Mark Govi, Tulsa ss 
4. Terrence Wisdom, Syracu: 6-3/291 
5. Bob Garman, Washington State. 6-3/298 


TACKLES 


Nama, Schoo! 
4. Lincoln Kennedy, Washingto 
2, Alan Kline, Ohio State* 
3. Todd Steussie, California 
4. Tom Scott, East Carolin 
5, Everett Lindsay, Mississippi 
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Comment 
Anchors a rugged Wolverine line 
Former LB now settled into pivot. 
Experienced and technically sour 
Leader of Cyclones' tine, 

8 Bryan Fortay will ike this guy. 


Comment 
Aggressive, physical player. 
Neds to kaep weight In check 
Consistent player who works hard. 
Explosive at the point of attack 
Battle-tested veteran warrior, 


Comment 

Probable top-five pick. 

Best Buckeye OL since Jim Lachey. 
Mammoth pro-style lineman. 
Ittakes a while to get around him. 
Moves well fora big man. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


ils 


their eyes on cream of the crop in college football 


SaaS | NN 


ENDS 

Nams, School HL/ Wh. 
4, Darren Mickell, Florida. 6-4/277 
2. Dan Footman, Florida State....... 64/275 


3. Kevin Henry, Mississippi Stat 
4, Mike Chalenski, UCLA 


9. John Copeland, Alabama .. 
10. Rich Shadwick, Morehead St. 


TACKLES 


Nama, Schoo! 
1. Mark Caesar, Miami (Fla, 
2. Jeff Zgonina, Purdue... 
3. Kevin Battle, Georgia Tech 
4. Chuckie Johnson, Auburn, 
5. Ty Parten, Arizona 
6. Gilbert Brown, Kansas . 
7. Tim Cromartie, Auburn 
8. Dana Stubblefield, Kansas 
9. Mack Travis, California 

10. Ricky Logo, N.C. Stat 


Comment 

Steady outside pass rusher. 

Agile defender with great first step. 
Underrated, he never lets up. 
Intense and productive former LB. 
Overachiever who plays big, 
Relentless pass rusher. 

Steadily improving and versatile. 
Has talent, needs more production. 
Has come a long way since JC days. 
Keep an eye on this I-AA gem. 


Comment 

{sin the Jerome Brown mold. 
Nation's top pure nose tackle. 
Uses huge frame to jam middle. 
Key man on underrated defense. 
Has terrific upfield explosiveness. 
Ideal inside DT due to wide frame. 
Disruptive force has quick feet. 
Forms great duo with Gilbert Brown. 
Strong, intense and athletic. 

This fireplug can occupy two men. 


LINEBACKERS 


INSIDE 
Name. Sehe 
1. Marvin Jones, Florida State t.. 
2. Steve Tovar, Ohio State.. 
3. Mick Barsala, California... 
4, Demetrius DuBose, Notre Dame .6- 1/236 
5. Marc Woodard, Miss. Stat 
6.Glen Young, Syracuse... 
7. Mike Jarmoiowich, Maryland 
8. Micheal Barrow, Miami (Fla. 
9. Arnold Ale, UCLA. 
10. Greg Biekert, Colorad 


OUTSIDE 


Name, Schoo! 
4. Chris Slade, Virgink 
2. Chad Brown, Colorad 
3. Travis Hill, Nebraska 
4, Sterling Palmer, Florida State 
5, Marcus Buckley, Texas A&M 
6. Lewis Bush, Washington Stat 
7. Ashley Sheppard, Clemson. 
8. Jaime Fields, Washington. 
9, Ricky Sutton, Auburn : 

10. Reggle Freeman, Florida State . 


Comment 

One of the nation’s top defenders. 
Big, physical, pure inside man. 
Has rare strength/speed combo. 
Smart, dedicated student-athlete, 
Explosive tackler all over field, 
Rugged athlete is tackle machine. 
One of the East's top defenders. 
Size is his only drawback. 

This should be his year to shine. 
Always seems to be around ball 


Comment 

Very consistent, great attitude. 
Attacks like Chris Spielman. 
Another terrific Cornhusker OLB. 
Gifted athlete who can dominate, 
Has incredible athleticism. 

Hard hitter had a terrific spring, 
Could move way up with big year. 
Big-time player in small package. 
Can really get after quarterbacks. 
Sideline-to-sideline defender. 


PLACE-KICKERS 
Name, School 
1. John Biskup, Syracuse 
2, Jason Elam, Hawaii. 
3. Scott Sisson, Georgia Tech... 
4,Eric Lange, Tulsa 
5, Louis Perez, UCLA. 


PUNTERS 

Name, School 
4. Craig Hentrich, Notre Dam 
2, David Lawrence, Vanderbilt 


GSS SPECS i 


Comment 

Rarely misses inside 45 yards. 
The Rainbows love this guy. 
Makes the clutch kick. 

Hasa proleg 

Shows decent range 


Comment 

Exceptional two-way man. 

He can really drive the ball. 

Has good directional ability. 

Has improved every year on Farm. 
Kicks the Tigers out of trouble. 
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Chris Slade: When it comes to outside linebackers, Virginia's 


Slade, a model of consistency, is the best in the land. 


ME DEFENSIVE BACKS 


CORNERBACKS 


Nama, Schoa! 
1. Ryan McNeil, Miami (Fla. 
2. Carlton Gray, UCLA... 

3. Tom Carter, Notre Dame 
4. Walter Bailey, Washington. 
5, Derrick Frazier, Texas A&M 
6. Randy Fuller, Tenn. State’ 
7. Eric Ward, Aicorn State + 
8. Deon Figures, Colorado. 
9. Foster Paulk, Ohio State 
10. Kevin Miniefield, Arizona State... -9/ 173 


SAFETIES 
Kame, Schoo! 

1. Patrick Bates, Texas A&M t.. 
2. Mike Reid, N.C. State’ 
3. Roger Harper, Ohio State". 
4, Robert O'Neal, Clemson. 
5. Lance Gunn, Texas... 
6. Greg Grandison, East Carolina... 6-1/219 
7. Shane Pahukoa, Washington 2 

8. Will White, Florida.. 
9. Eric Castle, Oregon... 
10. Tracy Saul, Texas Tech. 


Comment 
Terrific one-on-one cover guy. 
One of best-conditioned Bruins, 
Takes top WRs out of games. 
Has been timed in 40 at 4.35. 
Has good instincts. 

Dynamic cover man. 

Top athlete in the SWAC. 

Can play any secondary spot. 
Has a good feel for the position. 
Underrated standout in Pac- 10. 


Comment 

Has size of an LB, runs like a CB. 
One of surest tacklers inthe nation. 
Aggressive ball hawk with size. 
Has graded out high every yar. 
Has first-round ability. 

One of few returning Pirate vets. 
Similar to Falcons’ Scott Case. 
Needs to rebound from off year. 
Sets the tempo for Ducks’ defense. 
This kid hits anything that moves, 


NOTE: All heights and weights are from the NFL. 
* Fourth-year junior ( 1989 high schoo! graduate). 


+ True junior ( 1990 high school graduate). 
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Not exactly a prototype wide receiver, 
Chicago’s never-say-quit Waddle takes 
quite a licking but keeps on ticking 


By MIKE DOYLE 
Rockford Register Star 


any people envision National 
iM Football League wide receivers 

as guys with long legs and fast 
feet. People like Jerry Rice, Anthony 
Carter and Andre Reed immediately 
come to mind. 

Tom Waddle of the Chicago Bears 
does not. 

“He doesn't look the part,” said Bears 
quarterback Jim Harbaugh. 

“I think Jim's right,” Waddle said. “I 
don’t even look like a football player, 
much less a receiver. You've seen re- 
ceivers with long legs and graceful mo- 
tions, That's not me. It never has been.” 

While Waddle hasn't been blessed 
with great speed or enviable athletic 
ability, he does have: 

@ The resiliency to survive being cut 
in three straight years by the Bears, the 
only NFL team willing to take a chance 
on him, 

@ The durability to take the punish- 
ment receivers must endure when they 
catch passes over the middle. 

@ A pair of hands that latch onto just 
about any ball thrown their way. 

“I like to think I'm the kind of guy 
who runs the five-to-18-yard routes, and 
someone who's got good ability to catch 
the ball,” Waddle said. “I think those 
are my best abilities. I'm not going to 
run away from you for a touchdown. 
I'm nota deep guy.” 

Waddle’s skills more closely re- 
semble those of Fred Biletnikoff and 
Steve Largent, players he enjoyed 
watching while he was growing up in 
Cincinnati. 

“They are receivers I could relate to 
even though they probably are better 
athletes than lam,” Waddle said. “But I 


saw myself as the kind of player who 
got the most out of his God-given ability 
and worked hard atit.” 

Nowhere was that more evident than 
in Chicago's 17-13 loss to Dallas in the 
first round of last year’s playoffs. Wad- 
dle set a Bears postseason record with 
nine catches in that game, good for 104 
yards and one touchdown. 

But those numbers hardly do justice 
to Waddle's effort that day. He twice 
had to leave the game after getting 
bruised, banged up and brutalized after 
making a catch. Chicago's sideline per- 
sonnel once had to administer smelling 
salts to the stunned receiver. 

The hits blurred his vision, but Wad- 
dle returned to the game. 

“I just didn’t want to come out,” he 
said. “You just try to suck it up for as 
long as you can. I knew where I was. I 
was just having trouble seeing.” 

Waddle finally left the game for good 
after coughing up blood. He was hospi- 
talized for a possible concussion, but it 
turned out to be burst blood vessels in 
his neck instead. 

Waddle's stubborn desire to remain 
on the field that day earned him a spot 
on the All-Madden Team and praise 
from Bears Coach Mike Ditka. 

“I stood on the sidelines and, knowing 
we were losing the game, marveled at 
the play of Tom Waddle,” Ditka said. “I 
marveled at his heart.” 

Waddle’s heart and love for the game 
have always been strong enough to 
overcome the messages he was getting 
from his head. 

Those messages were hard to ignore. 
Waddle was not drafted in 1989 after fin- 
ishing his collegiate career at Boston 
College. And, as one of the last free 
agents Chicago signed that summer, he 
was almost an afterthought in the 
Bears’ camp. 
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What happened after that can best be 
described as the roller-coaster life of an 
NFL player. Waddle was cut just before 
the start of the 1989 regular season, 
then re-signed to the Bears’ develop- 
mental squad the following day. He was 
cut and re-signed again that year. He 
again was released and re-signed prior 
to the 1990 season. 

Waddle’s NFL statistics for his first 
two years could have been written ona 
scrap of paper: three catches for 40 
yards, no touchdowns and one punt re- 
turn in eight games. 

“I was in a make-or-break situation 
(in 1991),” Waddle said. “I had basically 
decided that if I didn’t make it on my 
third try, then I would take all the en- 
ergy I had been putting into football 
into something else. 

“I've got my degree (in finance). I ob- 
viously could take some of the same 
drive I have for football, put it into an- 
other career and be successful.” 

Waddle did everything he could to im- 
press at camp last summer. He treated 
every practice as if it were a game, 
even in the dreaded two-a-days in Au- 
gust. His efforts did not go unnoticed. 

“Tom would make beautiful catches 
in practice that would astound every- 
one,” tight end James Thornton re- 
called. “Then everybody would tell 
him: ‘C'mon, Tom. Don't dive for balls 
and stuff.’ " 

Despite his efforts, Waddle fell vic- 
tim to the numbers game again. The 
Bears cut him and fellow receiver Glen 
Kozlowski, knowing full well each 
would clear waivers and could be re- 
claimed the next day. But what made 
the latest release a sore point for Wad- 
dle was that starting receiver Ron Mor- 
ris suffered a knee injury in camp, cre- 
ating an opening for another receiver. 
And Waddle knew he had had one of his 
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The good-hands man: Running sound routes and catching the football are what plucky Tom Waddle does best for the Chicago Bears. 


best training camps ever. 

“I don't normally get upset, but that 
was a day that really bothered me,” 
Waddle said. “You realize it's a busi- 
ness decision, but it still hurts your 
pride. I was disappointed because I 
thought I had made the team without 
being cut. But it worked out for the 
best. 

“There are guys who are faster than 
me and who can do more things athleti- 
cally, but for a guy to work harder in 
training camp is hard.” 

That was when Waddle recalled the 
difficulties he had faced as a rookie two 
summers earlier. 

“When I came in as a rookie free 
agent, I saw I was last in line and at the 
bottom of the depth chart,” Waddle 
said. “I was disappointed that I didn’t 
have more opportunities, It was a shock 
to my pride.” 

After the latest cut, Waddle consid- 
ered giving up football altogether. He 


even was prepared to visit Ditka to say 
goodbye. 

“T was going to go to him and tell him 
I wasn't going to try to play, that maybe 
it was time to go onto something else,” 
he said. 

But before he did, Waddle turned to 
his father, a longtime source of advice. 

“We had talks, even in college when 
Tom would get frustrated and he need- 
ed someone to listen to him and believe 
in him,” Robert Waddle said, “I always 
believed in him. I was the one person he 
could call and talk with, He could let off 
steam, get things off his chest, without 
any negative results.” 

Robert Waddle’s advice to his son 
was simple, yet direct. 

“He told me that I'll get this chance 
once ina lifetime, and that I don’t want 
to kick myself when I'm 35 that I didn’t 
at least give it a try,” Tom Waddle said. 
“At that point, I put all my effort into 
being a pro football player. If I didn’t 
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make it, so be it. But that was the turn- 
ing point for me. That’s what kept me 
playing.” 

Waddle's competitive fire can be 
traced to his days as a youth growing up 
in Ohio. 

“He and his brother were the kind to 
stick to it and had a lot of concentra- 
tion,” Robert Waddle said. “They both 
had a desire to be competitive, which is 
something you don't teach people.” 

Tom was an all-state receiver at Cin- 
cinnati’s Moeller High School before be- 
coming a star at Boston College, where 
he caught passes in 26 straight games 
and ended his career in 1988 as the 
school’s all-time leading receiver. 

But his small size and a poor workout 
at the NFL combine the following 
spring turned off the pro scouts. 

“I ran horribly,” Waddle remem- 
bered. “I was small, something like 170 


Continued 
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Pounds then, and I stepped to the line 
and ran the 40 in 4.79. There were line- 
men who probably ran faster. I know 
most linebackers ran better than I did. 

“I thought I still had had a good ca- 
reer. I caught 70 passes my senior year, 
so I thought I was doing something 
right. I knew I wouldn't get drafted, but 
I thought my good career at a Division I 
school would get me more than I got.” 

What Waddle got was one phone call, 

“The Chicago Bears were the only 
team interested in me,” Waddle said. 
“That was the first year of the 80-man 
rule, and I was one of the last free 
agents to be signed,” 

Although it took a while getting start- 
ed, Waddle's pro career really took off 
in 1991, In the Bears’ season opener 
against Minnesota, he made a diving 
catch at the 2-yard line and bounced 
into the end zone for the game's only 
touchdown in a 10-6 Chicago victory. 

“Phey had seen me make those 
catches in training camp for three 
years, but I don’t know if they thought I 
could make one in a game,” Waddle 
said, 

That was the first of many big plays 
Waddle pulled off last year. Consider: 

@ He got a game ball for catching 
eight passes for 102 yards in the Bears’ 
thrilling 19-13 overtime victory in a 
Monday-night game against the New 
York Jets, Six of those catches came in 
the fourth quarter and overtime. 

@ He scored the game-winning touch- 
down on a 12-yard pass from Harbaugh 
in the final minute of a 20-17 win at New 
Orleans. 

“He makes the catches and makes 
the big play,” said Bill Tobin, the Bears’ 
vice president for player personnel. 
“You throw it. He catches it.” 

“They gave me a shot,” Waddle said, 
“Before the Minnesota game, Coach 
Ditka told me he was giving me a 
chance to play. He said to play just like 
I did in training camp. And if the right 
things happened, to make a play, That's 
what happened, 

“The knock all along was that they 
didn’t think I was big enough or that T 
couldn't handle things like the bump 
andrun.” 

The Bears soon found out otherwise. 
Waddle became the team’s possession 
receiver, one unafraid to take a hit. 

“I enjoy going across the middle,” 
said Waddle, who was the only Bear to 
catch a pass in every game. “I think 
that makes me a better player. It 
makes me concentrate more. If they 
tell me to go across the middle, I’m not 
looking for someone to hit me, I'm look- 
ing to catch the ball.” 

Waddle did that 55 times for 599 yards 
and three touchdowns in 1991. His 
breakthrough season was not much ofa 


Resilient—and then some: Despite being cut three times by the Bears, Tom Waddle 
battled back and enjoyed a fine 1991 NFL season (55 receptions for 599 yards). 


surprise, though, to offensive coordina- 
tor Greg Landry. 

“We always felt he could catch the 
ball,” Landry said. “It didn’t just hap- 
pen, When he first came here, he had 
trouble getting off the ball. But after a 
couple of training camps, he was able to 
get the confidence that he could get off 
people." 

“I wasn’t at all surprised he could do 
that once he was given a chance,” said 
Waddle's mother, Ruth. “He did that 
same type of thing in college and high 
school." 

Waddle's emergence helped the 
Bears rise from last in the league in re- 
ceiving in 1990 to 13th last year. In ‘90, 
the Bears averaged 159 yards passing 
per game and converted 36.7 percent of 
their third-down attempts. Last year, 
those figures rose to 195 yards and 43 
percent. : 

“T think I did help increase the third- 
down percentage,” said Waddle, who 
started all but three of Chicago's 17 
games. “I like to think what we all did 
helped the whole offense.” 

Part of the increased reliance on 
passing was due to nagging injuries 
that plagued running backs Neal 
Anderson and Brad Muster all season. 
But part of it also was the Bears trying 
to upgrade their passing game. 

The emphasis on passing was one 
reason Wendell Davis may have had a 
big year of his own in ‘91. He started 
every game for the first time in his 
four-year career and caught a team- 
high 61 passes for 945 yards. Both were 
career highs. 

“I think Wendell Davis had a better 
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year,” Waddle said, “He really deserves 
a lot more credit than he got. It might 
make a better story than mine.” 

There are those who think Waddle's 
own story will end soon. 

“The big question people are asking 
me is if he can do it for two years ina 
row,” Landry said. 

Those who consider Waddle a flash in 
the pan are convinced that good-hands, 
slow-footed receivers won't last long at 
a position where speed is important. 
Such thinkers won't find an ally in 
Ditka, 

“Speed means nothing. Playing speed 
is what counts,” Ditka said. “How fast 
you run means nothing unless you can 
translate speed into playing speed— 
how fast you play the game, how fast 
you run routes, how fast you avoid peo- 
ple, how fast you make your cuts. 

“Now you're talking about what true 
speed is. Tom Waddle has good playing 
speed.” 

Thornton agrees that Waddle’s talent 
cannot be measured simply by numbers 
and 40-yard dash times. 

“Tf you go by statistics, Tom doesn’t 
have a chance," the tight end said. “But 
you put him ona field, give him a pair of 
cleats and a helmet and what does he 
do? He turns the game wide open.” 

Such was the case for one season. 
And Waddle is determined to produce a 
repeat performance. 

“I had a good year,” he said. “It's a 
good story, but I need to go back even 
harder next year and prove this wasn't 
a fluke. I need to work harder this year 
than I worked last year.” 

If that’s possible. & 
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flatmate) 0) N72) 


1. Colts: Steve Emtman, DL. Washington; 2, Colts (from Buc- 
caneers): Quentin Coryatt, LB, Texas A&M: 3, Rams; Sean Gil- 
bert, DL, Pittsburgh; 4. Redskins (from Beng: 
Howard, WR, eta 5. Packers; Terrell Buckley, DB, Florida 
State; 6. Bengals (trom Redsking through Chargers): David 
Klinglar, QB, Houston; 7. Dolphins (from Cardinals): Troy Vin- 
ent, DB, Wisconsin; 6, Falcons (rom Patriots): Bob Whitfield, 
OL, Stanford: 9, Browns: Tommy Vardell, FB, Stantord; 10, Sea- 
hawks: Ray Roberts, OL, Virginia; 11, Steelers: Leon Searcy, T, 
Mian (Fa) 2, Donne: Mares Colman, 18, Sooria Teo; 

. Patriots (from Vikings through Cowboys): Eugene Chung, 
OL, Virginia Tech; 14. Glants: Derek Brown, a Note Dame: 1 
Jets: Johnny Mitchell, TE, Nebraska; 16, Raiders: Chester Mo- 
Glockton, DT, Clemson; '17, Cowboys {trom Eagles hough 
Packers and Falcons): Koln Smith, OB, Texas A&M; 1, ders 
Dana Hall, OB, Washington; 19, Falcons (from Falcons through 
Cowboys and Patriots): Tony Smith, RB, Southern Mississipp}; 
20, Chiefs: Dale Carter, DB, Tennessee; 21. Saints: Vaughin Dun- 
bar, RB, Indiana; 22. Bears: Alonzo Spellman, DL, Ohio State; 23, 
Chargers (from Oilers): Chris Mims, DL, Tennessee; 24, Cow- 
boys: Robert Jones, LB, East Carolina; 25. Broncos: Tommy 
Maddox, 08, UCLA; 26. Lions: Robert Porcher, DL, South Caro- 
lina State; 27. Bills: John Fina, OL, Artzona; 28, Bengals (from 
Redskins): Darry! Willams, OB, Miami (Fla.). 


ECOND ROUND 


1. Colts: Ashley Ambrose, DB, Mississippi Valley State; 2. Rams: 
Steve Israel, OB, Pittsburgh; 3, Bengals: Carl Pickens, WR, Ten- 
esse; 4. Raiders (from Buccaneers): Greg Skrepenak, T, 
Michipan; 6, Chargers: Marquez Pope, DB, Fresno State 6 
Packers: Mark O'OnotNo, LB, 
dinals): Rodney Smith,’ Of 
Browns): Jimmy Smith, 
Patriots): Darren Woodson, DB, Arizona State; 10. Steelers: 
Levon Kirkland, LB, Clemson; 11. Vikings (1 sahawks): 
Robert Harris, DE, Southern {tai #2 Chet (trom kgs 
through Cowtays): Matt Blundin, (6, Virginia 3, lant: Phil 
lipo! Sparks, DB, Arizona State; 14. Jets: Kurt Barber, LB, 
Southern California; 15. Dolphins: Ed Blake, DT, Auburn; 16. 
Buccaneers (rom Faldrs): Couriney Hawkins, WR, Michigan 
‘State; 17. 49ers: Amp Lee, RB, Florida State; 18, Cardinals (from 
Falcons through Patriots): Tony Sacca, 08, Penn State; 19. 
Redskins (from Chiefs through Cowboys): Shane Collins, DE, 
Arizona State 20, Eagles: Sra Stacy, RB Alabama; 21 Bears: 
Troy Auzenne, T, California; 22. Oilers: Eddie Robinson, LB, Ala- 
bama State; 23. Falcons (trom Cowboys): Chuck Smith, DE, 
Tennesse: 24 Browns ({rom Sains trough Cowboys): Patrick 
Rowe, WR, San tate; 25, Lions: Tracy Scroggins, LB, 


Tulsa: 26. Bron ine Dronett, DL, Texas; 27. Bills: James 
Patton, NT, Texas: 28, Lions (from Redskins through Cowboys): 
Jasonflanson,K, Washington State, 


THIRD RO 


4. Rams (trom Colts); Marc Boutte, DL, Louisiana State; 2. 
Gowboys (from Bengals through Redskins): Clayton Holmes, 
5B, Carson-Newman (Tenn); 3. Buccansers: Mark Wheeler, 
DT, Texas A&M; 4, Rams: Todd Kinchen, WR, Louisiana State; 5. 
Cardinals: Ed Cunningham, C, Washington; 6, Packers: Robert 
Brooks, WR, South Carolina; 7. Chargers: Ray Ethridge, WR, 
Pasadena City College; 8. Patriots: Todd Collins, LB, Carson- 
Newman (Tenn,); 9, Browns: Bill Johnson, DT, Michigan State; 
10, Seahawks: Bobby Spitulsk!, LB, Central Florida; 11. Steoers: 
Joel Steed, DT, Colorado; 12. Jets: Siupell Malamata, T, Wash- 
Ington; 43, Glants: Aaron Plerce, TE, Washington; 14, Dolphins: 
Larry Webster, DT, Maryland; 15. Patriots (trom Vikings 
through Cowboys): Kavin Turner, RB, Alabama; 16, Saints 
{tom Ralers trough Buccaneers): Tyrone Lepet, 0B, 
braska; 17, Falcons: Howard Dinkins, LB, Florida State; 18. Red- 
skins (trom Chiefs. through Cowboys): Paul Siever, G, Penn 
State; 19. Eagles: Tommy: Joter, OT, Texas; 20. 49ers: Brian 
Bollinger, G, North Carolina; 21, Oilers: Corey Harris, WR, 
Vanderbilt; 22. Browns (from Cowboys): Gerald Dixon, LB, 
Sout Carola; 23 Buceaner (rm Sant): Ty Armstong. 
TE, Mississippl; 24. Bears: Joremy Lincoln, 08, Tennessee; 2 

ons (trom Broncos): Thomas McLemore, TE, Southern (La.); 
26, Cowboys (trom Llons): James Brown, T, Virginia State, 27 
Bilis: Kelth Goganious, LB, Penn State; 26. Bengals (from fied 
skins): Leonard Wheele, DB, Troy (Ala.) State, 


FOURTH RO 


1. Colts: Rodney Culver, RB, Notre Dame; 2. Buccaneers: Craig 
Erickson, OB, Mam (Fla.); 3, Rams: Shawn Harper, T, Indiana; 
4, Banga: fleardo McDonald, LB, Pittsburgh; 5. 49ers (trom 
racers) ‘Mark Thomas, DE, North Carolina State; 6, Patriots 
(from teal ih Dion Lambert, DB, UCLA; 7. Cardinals: Jett 
Christy, T, Pittsburgh; 8, Eagles (trom Browns): Tony Brooks, 
RB, Notre'Dame; 9, Patriots: Darren Anderson, 0B, Toledo; 10 
‘Steolers: Charles Davenport, WR, North Carolina State, 11. 
Saints (from Seahawks): Gene McGuire, C, Notre Dame; 12. 
dats: Keo Coleman, LB Missi State 13, lpn: Dvigt 
Hollier, LB, North Carolina; 14. Vikings: Barker, DT, North 
Carolina; 15. Giants: Keith Hamilton, DT, Pittsburgh; 16. Car- 
dinals (from Raiders through Patriots): Michaél Bankston, NT, 
‘Sam Houston State; 17. 


DL, Florida; 22. Saints: Sean Lumpkin, DB, Minnesota; 23, 

Blears: Will Furrér, QB, Virginia Tech; 24. Oilers: Mike Mooney, T, 

Georgia Téch; 25. Cowboys (trom Lions): Tom Myslinski, G/C, 

Tennessee; 26. Broncos: Chuck Johnson, G, Texas: 27. Bilis: 

Frank Kinet, DE, Purdue 28, Redskins: Cis Hake, 0, Wilam 
ry 


FIFTH ROUND 


4, Colts: Maury Toy, RB, UCLA; 2. Rams: Chris Crooms, DB, 
Texas A&M; 3, Bengals: Craig Thompson, TE, North Carolina 
ABT: 4: Patios (tom Buccaneers): Dwayne Sabb, LB, Now 
Hampshire; 5. Chargers: Curtis Whitley, C, Clemson; 6, Buc- 
cancers (from Cardinals through Saints): Rogerick Green, DB, 
Kansas State; 7, Packers: Dexter McNabb, RB, Florida; 8, Cov. 
boys rom Patras trough alone); Greg Brugs, 08, Toray 
Souther; 9, Cowboys (from Browns): Rod Milstead, G, Dela» 
‘ware State; 10, Seahawks: Gary Dandridge, DB, Appalachian 
van Haller, DB, Michigan State; 12, Dol 
Kansas: 13. Vikings: Ed McDaniel, LB, 
Won; 14, Giants: Michael Wright, DB, Washington Stata; 15, 
Jets: Cal Dixon, C, Florida; 18, Raiders: Derrick Hoskins, 0B, 
Southarn Mississppl; 17, Eagles: Corey Barlow, DB, Auburn; 18 
Packers ({rom 49ers): Orlando McKay, WR, Washington: 19, 
‘Chargers (trom Falcons): Kevin Little, LB, North Carolina A&T; 
20. Buccaneers ({rom Chiefs): Santana Dotson, DE, Baylor; 21 
Oilers (from Saints): Joe Bowden, LB, Oklahoma; 22. Bears: 
Todd Hartison, TE, North Carolina State; 23. Oilers: Tony Brown, 
DB, Fresno State; 24. Oilers (from Cowboys): Tim Roberts, DT, 
‘Southern Mississippt; 25. Broncos: Frank Robinson, 0B, Boise 
State; 26, Saints. (trom Lions): Torrance Small, WR, ‘Alcorn 
‘State; 27. Bills: Matt Darby, DB, UCLA; 28. Chargers (trom Red~ 
skins); Erle Jonassen, T, Bloomsburg (Pa.).. 


SIXTH ROUND 


1, Colts: Shoun Habersham, WR, UT-Chattanooga; 2. Bengals: 
Chris Burns, OT, Middlo Tennessee State; 3. Browns (from Buc- 
Caneers): Rico Smith, WR, Colorado; 4. Rams: Joe Campbell, RB, 
Middle Tennessee State; 5. Patriois (from Cardinals): Larry 
Thatpe, T, Tennessee State; 6, Cardinals (from Packers): Brian 
Brauninger, T, Oklahoma; 7, Chargers: Reggie White, DT, North 
Carolina AKT; 8. Buccaneers (from Browns): James Malone, 
LB, UCLA; 9, Cowbays (trom Patriots): Fallon Wacasey, TE, 
Tulsa; 10, 49ers (from Steelers): Oamien Russel, DB, Virginia 
Tech 1, Seahawa: Michael ates, WR, zona: 1 Vs 

‘Mike ‘Gaddis, RB, Oklahoma; 13. Giants: Stacey Dilard, 

Oklahoma; 14. Jats: Glenn Cadrez, LB, Houston; 15. Dolphi 
Roosevelt Collins, L8, Texas Christian; 16. Raiders: Tony Rowel, 
C, Florida; 17, Packets (from 49ers): Mark Chmura, TE, Boston 
College; 18. Falcons: Terry Ray, DB, Oklahoma; 19. Chiefs: Tony 
Smith, WR, Notre Dame; 20. Eagles: Jef Sydner, WR, Hawaii; 21 
Bears: Mark Berry, OB, Texas; 22. Oilers: Mario Bailey, WR, 
Washington; 23, Browns (trom Cowboys): George Williams, DT, 
Notte Dame; 24, Saints: Kary Vincent, DB, Texas A&M; 25. Pa- 
vot (rm los): Tracy Boyd 6, Elzabeth Gy (NC. State; 
26, Jets (trom Broncos): Jef Blake, OB, East Carolina; 27. Bills: 
Nate Turner, TE, Nebraska; 28. Redskins: Ray Rowe, TE, San 

90 St 


Central (Okla.) State; 8. 
‘west Minnesota; 9. Brows 


‘gan State; 14, Falcons (through Dolphins); Tim Paulk, LB, Flor- 
Ida; 15. Vikings: David Wilson, DB, California; 16. Buccaneers 
(from Raiders): Ken Swilling, 0B, Georgia Tech; 17. Raiders 
(trom Falcons through Dolphins): Kevin Smith, RB, UCLA; 18, 
Chiets: Erick Anderson, LB, Michigan; 19. Eagles: Wilam Boat 
wright, G, Virginia Tech; 20. Steelers (from 49ers): Scottie 
Graham, AB, Ohio State; 21, Oilers: Elbert Turner, WR, illinois; 
22, Packers (trom Cowboys through Raiders): Christopher 
Holder, WA, Tuskegee (Ala); 23. Dolphins (from Saints through 
Ralders): Dave Move, TE, Pittsburgh; 24. Bears: John Brown, 
WR, Houston; 25, Broncos: Jon Bostic, WR, Nebraska; 26, Pi 
{riots (from Lions): Jim Gray, DT, West Virginia; 27. Bills: Kurt 
Schulz, DB, Eastern Washington; 28, Redskins: Calvin Holm 
DB, Solthorn California, 


EIGHTH ROUN 


4. Colts: Jason Belser, OB, Oklatioma; 2. Rams: Ricky Jones, QB, 
Alabama State; 3. Bengals: Roosevelt Nix, DE, Central (0, 
State; 4, Buccaneers: Anthony McDowell, RB, Texas Tech; 
Chargers: James Fuller, OB, Penn State; 6. Cardinals: Eric 
Blount, WA, North Carolina; 7. Steelers ({rom Packers): Darren, 
Perry, DB, Penn State; 8, Patriots (from Browns): Scott Lock 
‘wood, RB, Southern California: 9, Patriots: Sam Gash, RB, Penn 
‘State; 10, Steelers: Hesham Ismail, G, Florida; 11. Seahawks: 
‘Muhammed Shamsid-Deen, RB, UT-Chattanooga; 12. Broncos 
{rom Jets): Dietrich Lockridge, G, Jackson State; 13. Dolphins: 
Andre Powel, LB, Penn Stata: 14. Vikings: Luke Fisher, TE, East 
Carolina; 15, Giants: Kent Graham, Of 
(from Raiders): Ronald Humphrey, 
17. Chiets: Jim Jennings, G, San Dlego State; 18, 
Bullough, LB, Michigan State; 19. Steelers’ (from 
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Williams, DT, Mississippi State; 20. Falcons: Derrick Moore, RB, 
Northeastern Oklahoma State; 21. Falcons (from Cowboys): 
Reggle Dwight, TE, Troy (Ala) State; 22, Sains: Robert Stew 
art, NT, Alabama; 23, Jets (trom Bears): Vincent Brownlee, WR, 
Mississippi; 24, Ollers: Bucky Richardson, QB, Texas ABM: 25, 
ons: Wille Clay, DB, Georgia Tech; 26. Buccaneers. (from 
Broncos through Cowboys and Browns): Mike Pawlawski, OB, 
California; 27. Bills: Leonard Humphries, DB, Penn State; 28. 
Redskins: Darryl Moore, G, Texas-El Paso, 


1, Colts: Eddie Miller, WR, South Carolina; 2. Bengals: Ostell 
Niles, AB, Houston; 3: Vikings (rom Buccaneers): Brad John- 
Rams: Tl. Rubley, QB, Tulsa; §, Car- 
dials: avg Nenson, NT, Artansas Cental 6, Packrs Ty 
Dotmer, OB, Chargers: Johnnie Barnes, WA, 
Hampton ¢ avid Dixon, DT, Arizona Stat 
‘Browns: Tim Hill DB, Kansas; 10, Seahawks: Lary Stayner, TE, | 
Boise State; 11. Steelers: Einarda Webster, LB, Rutgers; 12, i 
phins: Tony Telingtn, DB, Youngstown Stat; 12. Viking: | 
Rona West, WA, Pisbuph 4 lants: Antony Fir, 8, 
Washington State; 15. Cardinals (Irom Jets): Tyrone Wiliams, | 
WR, Western Ontario; 16. Packers (from Raiders); Shazzon 
NT, Tennessee; 17. Eagles: Ephesians Bartley, LB, 
18, 49ers: Darian Hagan, OB, rado; 19. Falcons: 


Keith Alex, T, Texas A&M; 20. Chiets: Jay Leeuwenburg, C, Col- 
‘orado; 21. Saints: Donald Jones, LB, Washington; 22. Boars: 
Mirko Jurkovic, G, Notre Dame; 23. Oilers: Bernard Datney, T, 
Tennessee; 24. Cowboys: Nate Kirtman, DB, Pomona-Pitzer 
(Calit.); 25, Broncos: Muhammad Oliver, OB, Oregon; 26. Cow- 
boys (trom Lions): Chris Hall, DB, East Carolina; 27. Bilis: Chris 
Walsh, WA, Stanford; 28. Redskins: Boone Powell, LB, Texas. 


10TH ROUND « 


1. Colts: Steven Grant, LB, West Virgin! 
Alexander, LB, Kansas State; 3. Rar 


Buccaneers: Elan [f 
im Lester, RB, Eastorn ff 


Al 
berto White, LB, Texas Southern; 17. 49ers: Corey Mayfield, DE, 
; 18. Falcons: Darryl Hardy, LB, Tennessee; 19. Chiefs: 
Jerry Ostroski, G, Tulsa; 20. Eagles: Mark McMilian, OB, Ala- 
‘bama; 21, Bears: Nikki Fisher, RB, Virginia; 22. Oilers: Dion 
jonson, WR East Carling 2, Cowtoys: he Tory, 8, Lw- 
ingstone (N.C.); 24, Saints: Marcus Dowdell, WR, Tennessee 
State; 25, Patriots (from Lions): Steve Gordon, C, California; 28, 
Broncos: Bob Meeks, C, Auburn; 27. Bill: Barry Rose, WR, Wis 
‘consin-Stevens Point; 28. Redskins: Tony Barker, LB, Rice, | 


11TH ROUND 


41, Rams (from Colts): Brian Townsend, LB, Michigan; 2, Ram: 
Brian Thomas, WR, Southern (Li jengals: John Earle, T, 
Western Winols; 4, Buccaneers: Mazio Royster, RB, Southern 
California; §, Chargers: Kelth McAfee, RB, Texas A&M; 6. Car- 
iobert Baxley, T, lowa; 7, Packers: Gabriel MokWuah, 
rican International (Mass.); 8. Patriots: Mike Petko, LB, 


10, Seahawks: Kris Rongen, G, Washington; 11. Steel 
dall Gammons, G, Pittsburg (Kan.) State; 12. Giants: 
leton, WR, Grambling State; 13, Jets: Eric Boles, WR, Cent 

fashington; 14, Dolphins: Lee Miles, WR, Baylor; 15. Viking’ 
Charles Evans, RB, Clark (Ga.); 16. Dolphins (Irom Raider 
Mark Barett 8 fre Hii 7 lcs al Joa, 
jaylor; 18. Chiefs: Rigby, DE. j 19. Eaples 
Pumpy Tudors, P, UT-Chattanooga; 26, srs in Co ton, 


Ken- 


TE, Georgia Tech; 21. Oilers: Anthony Davis, LB, Utah; 22. Cow- 
boys: Tim Danicl, WR, Florida ASM; 23, Saints: Mike Gisler, G, 
Houston; 24, Bears: Louls Age, T, Southwestern Louisiana; 2 
Broncos: Cedric Tiliman, WR, Alcorn Stats; 26. Lions: Ed Til- 
lison, RB, Northwest Missouri State; 27. Bills: Vince Marrow, TE, 
Toledo; 28. Redskins: Terry Smith, WR, Penn State. 


, Chargers: Carlos Huerta, K, Miami (Fla.); 8. Browns 
Kelthen MeCant, OB, Nebraska; $. Cowboys. (from Patriots 
Don Harris, DB, Texas Tech; 10. Steelers: Cornelius Benton, QB, 
Connecticut, 11, Seahawks: Chico Fraley, LB, Washington; 12. 
‘Seahawks (from Jets); John MacNeill, DE, Michigan State 
Dolphins: Mitton Biggins, TE, Western Kentucky; 14. Viki 
‘Joa Randolph, WR, Elon (W.C.); 15. Giants: Charles Swann, 
Indiana State, 16. Raiders: Tom Roth, G, Southern Illinois; 
CChiets: Corey Wiliams, D8, Oklahoma State; 18. Eagles: 
don Houston, T, Oklahoma; 19. 49ers: Matt LaBount 
‘8901; 20, Dolphins (from Falcons): Kameno Bell, 
Browns (trom Cow im Simpson, C/6, lino; 22. San 
‘Scott Adell, T, North | lina State; 23, Bears: Chris Wilson, LB, 
‘Oklahoma; 24, Oilers: Joe Wood, K, Air Force; 25. Patriots (trom 
Lions): Freeman Baysinger, WR, Humboldt State (Cal 
Broncos: John Granby, OB, Virginia Tech; 27. Bis: Matt 
rs, OB, lowa; 26. Redskins: Matt Elliott, C, Michigan. | 
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9, Browns: Augustin Oiobia, WR, Washington State; | [J" 


1991 AFC STATISTICAL LEADERS 


GENERAL INECRMBTION 


SCORING 


KICKERS 

xP XP 
Player, Team Made Atl. 
Stoyanovich, Pete, Miami. 28 29 
Jaeger, Jeff, LA. Raiders..29 30 
Treadwell, David, Denver..31 32 
Lowery, Nick, Kansas city 3 35 
Norwood, Scott, Butfalo.... 56 58 
Leahy, Pat, N.Y. Jets 30 
Kasay, John, Seattle 28 
Anderson, Gary, Pit. 3 
Breech, Jim, Cincinnati 27 
Carney, Johin, San Dieg 31 
Stover, Matt, Cleveland. xu 
Howfield, lan, Houston 2 
Biasucci, Dean, Ind. 4 
‘Staurovsky, Jason, N. n 
Del Greco, Al, Houston 16 
Baumann, C., Miami-N.E. % 16 
Allegre, Raul, NYG-NYJ.. 7 9 7 
Aguiar, Louie, N.Y. Jets .. 210) wal 
Johnson, Lee, Cincinnati... 0 0 
NON-KICKERS: 
a Rush 

Player, Team 


Clayton, Mark, Mia. (WR) g 
Thomas, T., Buf. (RB) 
Baxter, Brad, NYJ (Ri 


( 

Bernstine, Rod, S.0. (RB) 
Lofton, James, Buf. (WR). 
Butts, Marion, S.0. (RB) 
Jeffires, H., Hou, (WR) 
Beebe, Don, But, (WR). 
Brown, Tim, Rai. (WA)... 
Elway, John, Den. (0B 
Green, Eric, Pit. (TE) .. 
Barnett, Mahe R) .. 
Burkett, Chris, NYJ (WA). 
Davis, Kenneth, Buf. (RB) 
Duper, Mark, Mia. (WR)... 

Givins, Ernest, Hou, (way 
Hester, Jessie, Ind. (WR) . 
Horton, Ethan, Ri 
Moore, Rob, NYJ 
Stone, she 


McGee, Tim, Cin. (WR, 
Russell, L., N.E. Lae 
Sewell, Steve, Den. (FB) 


Williams, W., Pit. (RB 
Woods, ey ch fo) 
Word, Barty. 

Bal Nick Rak (8) 
Chadwick, J. Sea. (WR) 
Cook, Marv, N.E. (TE) 
Dickerson, Eric, ind. (RB) 
Fryar, Irving, NE. (WR)... 

Glover, Andrew, Ral. (TE) 
Harry, Emile, K.C. (WR) .. 
Hoge, Merril, Pit. (FB! 
Johnson, V., Den. ( 
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po 
Ba 


enanss 


encccocecc ccc ccc ces cc ccc ecco cc ecccccececcce10004c0000000000008F 


Allen, Marcus, Rai. (RB) .. 
Birden, J.J., K.C. (WR) 
Blades, Brian, Sea. (WR) . 
Brown, Eddie, Cin. (WR) .. 
feet 
tian, 

peel F,, Mia. i 
Edwards, Al, Buf. (WR) 
Foster, a Pit. (RB 
Green, Harold, Sie (RI 


Jones, Tony, Hou. (WR)... 
Kane, Tommy, Sea. (WR). 
Langhorne, R.,Cle. (WR) . 
Lipps, Louis, Pit. (WR)... 
Martin, Tony, Mia. (WR) .. 
McNillan, Erik, NYJ (S).... 
McMurtry, G., N.E. (WR)... 
McNeil, F., NYJ (RB) 
Metzelaars, P., But. ( 
Mills, Ernie, Pit. (WR 
Moon, Warren, Hou. 
Morris, ee ce (RB 
Nattiel, Ricky, Den. ( 
Rolle, Butch, But. (TE) 
Smith, Steve, Ral, (RB) 


RN RR PN NNN RNA N NNR NN VNNVNYYNNYNNYNNVND 
eonniconnconcccacescoocsosNicscsocen 


‘ FO Yas. Avg. Long 10 
‘Woodson, Rod, Pit, 12 |. 0 
Brown, Tim, Raides 10 330 114 175 1 
Taylor, Kitrick, S.D. 18 269 96 48 O 
Warren, Chris, Seal 19 208 93 159 1 
Miller, Scott, Miami 10 248 89 32 0 
Henderson, J., N.E. 10 201 74 39 O 
Johnson, Vance,Den.. 24 14 174 7.3 20 0 
Mathis, Terance, Jets iS 10 157 68 25 0 
Stradford, Troy, 68 18 0 
Verdin, Clarence, Ind. 3 10 165 66 22 0 
Coleman, P., Hou. 22.8 138 63 24 0 


At, 


Team Cong, 
Kelly, Jim, Buffalo 


Kosar, Bernie, Cleveland. 37 
318 

187 

404 

‘9, Steve, Kansas City 256 
O'Donnell, Nell, Pittsburgh. 156 
O'Brien, Ken, NY. Jets 287 
Elway, John, Denver 242 
George, Jetf, Indianapoli 292 
Esiason, Boomer, Cincinnat 233 
Millen, Hugh, New England... 409 246 
‘Schroeder, Jay, L.A. Raiders. 357 189 
Friesz, John, San Diego... 487 262 


Roby, Reggie, Miami. 
rep LA. Raiders 
Montgomery, Greg, Houston. 
Johnson, Lee, Cincinnat 
Tuten, Rick, Seattle. 

Stark, Rohn, Indianapolis 
Hansen, Brian, Cleveland. 
Horan, Mike, Denver. 

Stryzinski, Dan, Pittsburgh . 
Barker, Bryan, Kansas Cit 
Kidd, John, San Diego .. 
McCarthy, Shawn, New Engian 
Aguiar, Loule, N.Y. Jets 


RR CCUNNCO—NORONAAANNNNN=NAOAINNNNNNO 


RUSHI 


Playsr, Team AL Yds. Avg. Lom 
Temas T Gut... 288 WO 438 
Green, Gaston, Den. 1037 4.0 163 
Okoye, Christian, 1031 46 48 
Russell, Leonard, 99 36 24 
Higgs, Mark, Miami 905 39 24 
Butts, Mi 8344.3 44 
Bernstine, Rod,S.0..... 159 765 48 163 
Williams, John'L.,Sea. 188 741 39 42 
Green, Harold, Ci 8 731 46 175 
Thomas, Blair, NYS 728 39 25 
Mack, Kevin, Cle. 726 37 151 
Pinkett, Allen, Hoi 720 42 3 
Word, Barry, K.C. 684 «43°37 
Baxter, Brad, NY. 666 «36 31 
Davis, Kenneth, Buf 624 48 178 
Hoge, Mertil, Pit. 610 37 24 
Graig, Roger, Raiders. 500 36 15 
Brooks, James, Cin.. 57138 25 
5446.1 33 
536-32 28 
4885.1 156 
465 42 20 
4474621 
376 «38 (27 
36 32 25 
Hector, Johnny, NY. M4556 47 
Bell, Nick, Raiders. 307-39 «15 
Mctiell, Freeman, NYJ. 51 300 59 58 
Smith, Sammie, Miami. 83 297 36 18 
Mortis, Joe, Ce... 93 289 31 15 
Allen, Marcus, Raiders 63 287 4.6 26 
Fenner, Derrick, Sea... 91 267 29 15 
Smith, Steve, Raiders. 62 265 43 19 
Williams, Warren, Pit. 57 262 46 21 
Elway, John, Den....... 55 255 46 17 
‘Sewell, Steve, Der 211 42 26 
Stephens, John, 6 163 26 13 
Hoard,Leroy,Cle...... 37 154 42 52 
Jones, James,Sea.... 45 154 34 22 
33 1534.6 134 
42 460635 «18 
Vaughn, Jon, N. 31°46 4723 
Manoa, Tim, Ind. 7 144 53 44 
136 «113 «46 
17 53 16 
10 35 9 

36 

27 

43 

30 


1m 


BOR CH COUN ENONNNE SH EANNUNGOOR TAINAN AN Eat EODONaoonEony 


Avy. Pel. Pet. Yds. Rating 
om Yés. Gain TD TO Long tt Int, Sack Lost Pls. 
ait 10 7 17 36 31 27 976 
fi wer 70s ose Wi 8 18 a Ae are 
579 3970 7.23 25 46 54 13 24 27 182 858 
656 208 7:30 11 39 60 12 42 32 216 825 
617 4690 7.16 23 35 t61 21 32 23 174 B17 
590 2965 683 17 39 63 14 32 19 161 793 
545 1963 686 11 38 t82 7 24 30 214 788 
587 3300 675 10 20 53 11 22 33 273 766 
537 3253 721 13 29 71 12 27 45 305 75.4 
602 2910 600 10 21 uo 12 25 56 481 738 
564 2883 698 13 3.1 53 16 39 25 190 725 
60.1 3073 751 9 22 t60 18 44 54 379 725 
52.9 2562 718 15 42 178 16 45 31 238 714 
538 2896 595 12 25 58 15 31 32 214 67.1 
PUNTING 
Total Opp. Rel. I 
Long Avg. Puts TB Bik. Rel. Yas. © 20 
466 Bh SST 1D 824 (8G 
2061 61 «442 «GF «020 4134 BB 
2105 60 439 «50 4 2 BBS 
215 62 «437 «48H 
2106 «60 «430 «49 «30288 
39265426 2G 51S 
3397 «65 «4250 «8D GC 8B. 
302 71 418 73 8 1 2B 70 2% 36 
296 63 «405 7531292101088: 
203 «67 «404 57 BOTS 
3064 60403 77 B12 TBA 
2650 93 402 68 3 2 2 163 7 351 
2521 61 394 64 7 0 29 164 14 34 
2085 58 386 «54 4 (0 O56, 


Mohr, Chris, Buffalo 
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Player, Team No. 


Brooks, Bill, 
Duper, Mark, M 
Clayton, Mark, Miam 
Blades, Brian, Sea. 
Givins, Ernest, Hou. 
Moore, Rob, NY. 


Brown, Eddie, Cin. 
Harmon, Ronnie, S.D. 


Duncan, Curtis, Hou... 55 
Horton, Ethan, Rai 
McGee, Tim, Cit 
Kane, Tommy, Sec 
Hoge, Merri, Pit 

Hoard, Leroy, Cle. 
Fernandez, M., 
Miller, Anthony, S. 
Young, Michael, Den. 
Mckeller, Keith, Buf, 
Thomas, Robb, K. 


McMurtry, Greg, NIE 
Green, Eric, Pit. 
Barnett, Tim, K 
Dickerson, Eric, Ind, 


Stone, Dwight, 
Beebe, Don, But 
Holman, Rodney, 
Brennan, Brian, Cle. 
Thomas, Blair, N 
Metcalf, Eric, Cle, 
Pinkett, Allen, Hou. 
Mathis, Terance, 


Birden, J.J., K.C. 7 
Martin, Tony, Miami... 27 
Galbraith, Scott, Cle... 27 


White, Lorenzo, Hou. 
Timpson, 
Taylor, Kitrick, S. 
Burkett, Chris, NY. 


Barber, Mike, Cin. 
Sharpe, Shannon, Den. 22 
Chadwick, Jeff, Se 
Edwards, Al, Bu 
Russell, Derek, De 
Clark, Louis, Sea. 


Warren Chis Seat, 38 
Wiliams Harvey, KC. 24 
Vaughn, Jon, N. 34 
Mathis, Terance, Jets. 29 
Edwards, Al, Buffalo. 31 
Woodson, Rod, Pit. 


Montgomery, A., Den 
Graddy, Sam, Raiders. 22 
Metcalf, Eric, Cle. 


10.2 
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Cliff Charpentier’s 
1992 FANTASY 
FOOTBALL DIGEST 


THE FIRST, 
THE BEST, 
THE ONLY 
WINNING EDGE 


FOR EVERY 
FANTASY FOOTBALL PLAYER! 


Whether a novice or a crusty veteran, Cliff Charpentier's Fantasy Football 
Digest is a must for every Fantasy Football player. Statistics on every pro 
— including 1992's rookies — based on every Fantasy Football scoring 
method. Analysis by the Number One Fantasy Football expert. And much 
more! 


And don't forget Cliff Charpentier's Fantasy Football Preseason 
Newsletters — a weekly up-to-the-minute guide to player moves, injury 
reports and continuing analysis. 


Get the winning edge 
in your league's draft 
— with Cliff 
Charpentier’s Ninth 
Annual Fantasy 
Football Digest and 
Newsletters! 


FANTASY DRAFT 
CHEATSHEET 


Cliff's Cheatsheet drew rave 
reviews in its trial last 
season. The Cheatsheet lists 


Cliff's top picks by position 
for both the Basic and Per- 


FROM FANTASY formance Point Scoring 
SPORTS, INC — Methods Ani ske-lient tool 

lor your Fantasy Draft. 
Hite Bris BE (Top 40-WA,RB) (Top 20-08, TE,K) 
NO FANTASY! 
To order or for more information 

call 1-800-233-9809. 
(In Minnesota, 1-612-774-8955) 
fronts ine NO C.0.D. 


1992 Digest ............. $12.95 ORDER FORM 
—— Pre-Season Newsletters ... 17.95 


—— 1992 Fantasy Draft CheatSheet 5.00 SHIPPING/HANDLING 


1992 NFL Team Rosters ...... 1.50. MINN. SALES TAX 

Our helpful organizers TOTAL ORDER... 
Commissioner Organizer . ... .7.95 
Player Organizer... ee Name 

‘And Much More Address 

_— Info on Additional Products City. State. Zip. 
‘ae _SHIPPINGIHANDLING Telephone ) 
FROM $30.01 TO $40.00 (Check enclosed D Money Order C1Visa C)Mastercard 
FROM $40.01 TO $50.00 . exp date. 
RCH SROIARG ORE Mail to: Fantasy Sports Inc. 


Minnosotm Realdonts Add 6% Salas Tax S/S Ere St (SUbaul MNIS6 106 
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1991 NFC STATISTICAL LEADERS 


1991 AFC LEAD 


KICKERS Total Rush Pass Misc. Tot. 
Team Yés. Avg. Long TD XP XP FG FG Tot. Player, Team T 1D 1D TO Pls. 
Lott, Ronnie, Raiders 65 Player, Team At. Ps. 
Dishman, Cris, Hou.. Lohmiller, Chip, Was. 43° 149 Barnett, Fred, Phi 24 
Byrd, Gill,S.0, Willis, Ken, Oalias 39 118 Byars, Keith, Phi 24 
Odomes, Nat Andersen, Morten, 32 113 Carter, Dexter, SF. (RB) 24 
Atwater, St Ruzek, Roger, Phi. 33° 111 Dawsey,L, 1.8, (WR) 24 
Oliver, Louis, Miami Murray, Eddie, Detroit. 40 19 28 97 — Ervins Ricky, Was, (RA). 24 
Smith, Dennis, Den. Johnson, Norm, Atlanta 39 19 23 95 Jones, Erie, Pho. (WR) 24 
aohey Deir ba po eee Mari En HC. (Wa) 24 
, Dan Novacek, Jay, Dal. (TE) 
Was 4 19 89 Orr, Terry, Was. (RB) 24 


Jacke, Chris, Green 31 18 24 85 — Sharpe, ¢,G.8, (WR) 


Braxton, Tyrone, Den. Reveiz, Fuad, Minnesota 35° «17 «(2485 24 
Everett, Thomas, Pit Davis, Greg, Phoenix. 19 21 30 82 18 
Brim, Michael, NYJ.. Zendejas, Tony, Ram: 2 7 7 «76 I, 18 
Fulcher, David, Ci Christie, Steve, 2 1 20 67 Green, Mark, Chi, (HB)... 18 
Baylor, John, li Daluiso, Brad, Atianta.. 2 2 3 8 Harris, Jackie, GB. (TE) 8 


Cherry, Deron, 
Jackson, Kirby, Buf..... 
McDowell, B., Hou. 


Ingram, Mark, N’ 6 
Jordan, Buford, N.O, (FB) 
Joseph, James, Phi. (RB). 


NON-KICKERS 


Total Rash Pass Mise. Tot. ‘Waddle, Tom, Chi. (WR). 18 

Player, Team Tm oO TO Pts. 8 
Sanders, Bary Dat {he} wv 16 102 8 
Rice, Jerry, S.F.(WR)...... 14 0 84 2 
12 78 ar 

Oo 1 72 ( “ 12 

a 1 66 Cross, Howard, NYG (TE) 2 

1 66 . (WR)... 12 


hi. (RB) 
60 Early, Quinn, N.0. (WR)... 
60 Gannon, Rich, Min. (QB) . 
60 Harbaugh, Jim, Chi. (QB). 
60 Henderson, K., S.F. (FB) 
54 Hill, Bruce, T.B. (WR) 


Hurst, Maurice, NE 
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Lewis, Albert, K.C....... 2170 21 54 Horton, Ray, Dal. (S). a1 
Braggs, Stephen, Cle... 1 50 15 48 Hostetler, J., NYG (0B) .. 14 
Thomas, Erlc, Cin, 0 00 0 48 v2 
70 350 40 2 

68 40 157 42 12 

310 47 % 42 12 

54 270 47 Muster, Bra, Chl (FB) 4 42 Jordan, Steve, Min. (TE). 12 

} 53 265 53 Sydney, Harry, SF. (Fi 42 Joyner, Seth, Phi. (LB)... 2 

Vincent, Shawn, Pit... 52 260 27 Carter, A, Min. (WR) 2.x... Kemp, Perry, G.B. (WR).. 7 
Turner, Eric, Cle... 42 21.0 142 Clark, Robert, Det, (WR) .. Majkowski, D., G.B. (QB). 12 
Harden, Bobby, Miami. 39 195 22 Davis, Wendell, Chi. (WR) McAfee, Fred, N.O. (RB)... 12 
Marion, Fred, NE. jon. 3 3 Johnson, J., Pho. (RB)... Mitchell, B., Was. (RB)... 2 


Goode, Chris, Ind. 
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Lippett, Ronnie, N.E..... a 7 
Bussey, Barney, Cin... % 90 1% 
Anderson, Eddie, Rai... 4 70 «14 
7 35 9 
6 30 6 
§ 25 3 
2h Ao 42. 
0 00 60 
0 00 0 
Smith, Billy Ray, S.0. 0 00 oO 
Was., Mickey, NE. .... 0 00 0 


PINTS 


Rathman, Tom,S.F. (FB). 


Byner, E,, 
Carter, Ci 
Fenerty, Gill, 


,0,,N.0. (RB) 
Jackson, Keith, Phi. (TE). 
Meggett, Dave, NYG (RB). 
Baker, S., NYG (WR) ans 


RAAAAAAAAMAAOOOE TI IIEeeo 


non awounimscosameicccoaSéocs2 
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Morgan, A., Chi. (WR)...... 
Nelson, Darrin, Min. (RB). 
Peete, Rodney, Det. (QB) 
Price, Jim, Rams (TE) 
Pritchard, M., Atl, (WR) 
Proehl, Wes, Pho. (WR) . 
Sanders, Deion, Atl, (CB). 
‘Sherrard, Mike, S.F. (WR) 
‘homas, G., Atl. (WR) 
Wilson, ¢.,6.B. (WR) 
Wilson, Robert, T.8. (FB). 


PSCCOSSONN CONN CSSCOSONSONNNENSSSOOSSOUNOOBOONSSOSOOCUINAO 

RAN RNONNNOCN COON CNN NNN CON COCNONNNNNEUUSBUWOOBORSSA BLOWER 
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Lad Tei 


Hest Tam At 
‘Smith, Emmitt, Dallas . 2 1563 


Yés. Avg. Long 10 
273 «65 47 2 


Ap. 
Sanders, Barry, Det. ie 43 8 72 263 37 164 1 

lers, Barry, Det . 7 tt 
Player, Team Hampton, R.,NYG....... 256 1059 4.1 40 Heyward, Craig, N.0... 260 34 15 4 
Fuller, William, Houstor Byner, Earnest, Was... 274 1048 3.8 5 Hilliard, Dalton, NO... 79 252 32 t65 4 
alker, Herschel, Min. 198 825. 4.2 10 Riggs, Gerald, Was. 248 «32 32 11 
Cobb, Reggie, T 196 752-38 7 Gary, Cle,, Rams. 25 36 14 1 
Anderson, Neal, Chi... 210 747 36 6 — Sydney, Harry, S. 245 43 32 5 
Delpino, Robert, Rams. 214 688 32 36 9 — Workman, Vino 237-33 130 7 
Ervins, Ricky, Was..... 145 680 47 165 3 — Gannon, Rich, Mi 36 55 42 2 
665 34 21 «4 Miller,Chris, Ata 29 72 20 0 
Lageman, Jeff, N.Y. Jets. 563. 4.7 155 2 Green, Mark, Chi. 27 36 18 3 
Porter, Rufus, Seatl 561 41 25 2 — Nelson, Darrin, Mi 210 75 29 2 
Bennett, Cornelius, Buifal McAfee, Fred, N 49445 2 — Rathman,Tom,SF.... 63 183 29 16 6 
Mecklenburg, Karl, Denver Fenerty, Gill N 477 34 3 Dupree, Marcus,Rams 49 179 37 24 1 
O'Neal, Leslie, San Diego Thompson, 0, 6.8. 47133 1 Kemp, Jeff,Sea.-Phi,.. 38 179 47 18 0 
Williams, Jerrol, Pittsburgh. Broussard, Steve, Atl.. 99 449 4.5 4 Wilson, Robert, T. 79 43 20 0 
Perry, Michael Dean, Cleveland. Joseph, James, Phi 440-33 3 Meggett, Dave NYG... 29 53 53 130 1 
, Young, Steve, S. 6 415 63 4 Jordan, Buford, NO... 47 150 32 25 2 
Muster, Brad,Chi...... 90 412 4.6 6 Anderson, Ottis,NYG.. 53 141 27 9 14 
Nell Byars, Keith, Ph 9 3834. 1 Chaffey,Pat,Atianta.. 29° 127 44 27 1 
Byrd, Dennis, NY. Jets. Carter, Dexter, SF. 37945 2 — Jones, Keith, Atlanta. 35 126 36 14 0 
Childress, Ray, Houston Thompson, A..Pho..... 126 376 3.0 1 Peete,Rodney,Det..... 25 125 5.0 26 2 
Rozier, Mike, Atlanta... 96 361 38 0 Sanders, Thomas, Phi, 54 122 23 16 1 
Pegram, Erric, Atlanta 101 M9 35 1 Anderson, Alfred, Min. 26 18 «645 ¢=«19 1 
Harbaugh, Jim,Chi..... 70 338 4.8 2 Garter. Anthony. i 17 90 32 1 
Woodside, Keith, 6.8... 84 326 39 1 ho. 26 «111 «43 «2 OO 
Kennedy, Cortez, Seattl Tillman, Lewis, NYG... 65 287 4.4 1 Carthon,M.NYG...... 32 109 34 10 0 
Matthews, Clay, Clevelan Sherman, Heath, Phi... 108 279 2.6 0 Majkowski,Don,G.B... 25 108 43 15 2 
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eiifien No, Yds. Avg. Long 1D Player, Team Yds. Avg. Long 1D 
Irvin, Michael, Dal. 3 16.4 4 8 Smith, Emmitt, Dal, 258 53 4 1 
Rison, Andre, Atl, 81 976 120 139 12 Jackson, Keith, Phi 


E 5 

Rice, Jerry, S. 80 1206 15.1 173 14 Carrier, Mark, T. 698 14.9 2 
Carter, Cris, Min. 72 #962 134 50 5 Clark, Robert, Det. 640 136 68 6 
Monk, Art, Wa: 71 1049 148 164 8 Anderson, Neal, Chi 47 «(368 «(78 126 3 
Clark, Gary, Was. 70 1340 19.1 82 10 Workman, Vince,G.B.. 46 371 81 25 4 
Sharpe, Sterling, G.t 69 961 139 68 4 Sanders, Ricky, Was... 45 580 129 45 5 
Martin, Eric, N. 66 4803 122 30 4 Hill, Randal, PI 43 495 115 131 «1 
Ellard, Henry, Rams... 64 1052 164 38 3 Hampton, R., NYG.. 283 (66 «619 «0 
Taylor, John, S.F. 64 1011 158 197 9 583 139 39) (2 
Turner, Floyd, N.t 64 7 145 165 8 431 103 134 1 
Barnett, Fred, Phi 62 948 153 175 4 307 75 34 1 
Byars, Keith, Phi.. 62 564 91 37 9 $92 15.2 73 7 
Jones, Ernie, PhO... 61 957 15.7 4 35 410 117 «27 2 
Davis, Wendell, Chi... 61 945 155 {75 6 Muster, Brad, Chi, 35 267 82 21 
59664 113 494 Byner, Earnest, Was... 34 308 91 31 0 

57 «638 «112 25 2 Rathman, Tom, SF. 34 «286 «84 «(32 CO 

55 818 149 165 3 Willams, Calvin, Phi... 33 326 99 30 3 

5 = 766 «139 162 2 Walker, Herschel,Min. 33° 204 62 19 0 

$5 617 «112 78 1 Early, Quinn, N.0... 32 (541 169 52 2 

599 109 87 3 Anderson, W.,Rams.... 32 530 166 54 1 

52 3B 128 «6420« Jones, Hassan, Mit 32 384 120 431 

51 824 162 «41 3 Johnson, D., Rams. 82253-79272 

51 553 108 t46 5 Hall, Ron, T.B. 31 284 «92 24 «0 

50 1122 224 180 11 Baker, Stephen, NYG... 30 525 17.5 52 4 

- 0 624 125 29 2 Henderson, Keith,S.F.. 30 303 10.1 23 0 

Meggett, Dave,NYG.... 50 412 82 22 3 Green, Roy, Phi. 364126 «442:«O0 


NTS 


Player, Team No, Player, Team 

Swilling, Pat, New Orleans ‘ Roberts, Larry, San Francisco. 
White, Reggie, Philadelphia... 15.0 Taylor, Lawrence, N.Y. Giants. 
Bennett, Tony, Green int 13.0 Tolbert, Tony, Dallas.. 
‘Simmons, Clyde, Philadelphia .. 13.0 Warren, Frank, New Orleans .. 
Jackson, Rickey, New Orleans.. 5 Johnson, Pepper, N.Y, Giants 
Mann, Charles, Washington 5 Joyner, Seth, Philadelphia 
Marshall, Leonard, N.Y, Glants 0 Manley, Dexter, Tampa Bal 
Thomas, Broderick, Tampa Bay 0 Stokes, Fred, Washington. 
Dent, Richard, Chicago 5 Hunter, Jeff, Detroit... 
Randle, John, Minnesot 5 Marshall, Wilber, Washington, 
Brown, Jerome, Philadelphia... 0 Owens, Dan, Detroit... 

i Perry, William, Chicago 
0 

0 

5 

0 

0 

0 


Green, Tim, Atlanta... 
McCants, Keith, Tampa Bay 


Paup, Bryce, Green Ba: 
Doleman, Chris, Minnesot 


Haley, Charles, San Francisco .. 
Nunn, Freddie Joe, Phoenix... 


Maryland, Russell, Dallas.. 
Wilson, Bobby, Washington .. 


PPPS LIMITA AOOOONNNNS 
BRS ssanasaanaassss® 


Avg. Pet. Pet. Yds. Rating 


Player, Team Att. Gain TO TD Long Int, Int. Sack Lost Pts, 
279 60 e 9.02 17 61 19) 6 29 13 79 1018 
249 59.1 647 28 67 182 11 26 7 
M41 595 1617 682 11 46 78 4 47 11 
Aikman, Troy, Dalla: 237 65.3 759° 11 30 61 10 28 32 
Hostetler, Jeff, N.Y. 179 62.8 2 7.19 5 18 55 4 14 20 
211 596 2166 6.12 12 34 50 6 17 19 
220 53.3 3103 7.51 26 63 180 18 44 23 
187 60.1 2239 7.20 12 39 175 11 35 21 
141 55.3 1638 642 11 43 41 6 24 3 
149 60.1 1676 6.7 9 36 65 8 32 16 
275 57.5 3121 653 15 31 84 16 33 24 
38 128 «538 1490 626 11 46 175 9 38 13 
Erik, 136 513 1635 6.17 11 42 173 8 30 14 
, Jim, L.A. 90-277 56.5 3438 7.02 11 22 78 20 4.1 30 
ji " 165 524 2053 652 6 19 162 13 41 24 .L 
i, Don, " 15 50.9 1362 603 3 13 39 8 35 30 
166 50.9 1994 6.12 8 25 187 15 46 35 J 
151 512 1753 594 9 31 57 7 58 20 ¥ 
PUNTING 
Wet Total Opp. Ret. In Nat 
Player, Team mts Yards Long Avg. «Punts, «TB Blk. Ret. Yds. = 20 Avg. 
Newsome, Harry, Minnesota, 68 3005 «665 «(455 68 100 42 426 7 36.3 
Camarillo, Rich, Phoenix. 7% 3445 60 453 77 7 1 48 313 19 38.9 
Barnhardt, Tommy, New Orleans. 86 9743 61 435 87 10 1 470-20 35.3 
Landeta, Sean, N.Y. Giants 64 «(2768 «661 «43.34 8 0 3 350 16 8635.3 
Fulhage, Scott, Atlanta 3470 6042.8 Bt 6 0 45 387 21 366 
Saxon, Mike, Dallas. 2426 «640 42657 5 0 2 231 16 36.8 
Feagles, Jeff, Philadelphi 3640 77 «418 «88 14 1 42431 29 34.0 
Arnold, Jim, Detroit 3092 63 44.2075. 5 0 3 340 27 354 
Buford, Maury, Chicag 2814 «6440.8 = 70 6 4 28 205 13 35.0 
MeJulien, Paul, Green Bs 3473 6240486 7 08H 87H 8K 
Royals, Mark, Tampa Bay. 3389-56 40.3 6 0 49 550 22 323 
Goodburn, Kelly, Washingt 52 2070 «61 99.8 = 55 S900 % 33.4 
Prokop, Joe, San Francisco 40 1541 68 385 40 ty 10) 21) ai88: 8 346 
Hatcher, Dale, L.A. Rams.. 63 2403-82 1 63 5 0 2 231 1% «632.9 


INTERCEPTIONS 


Yds. Avg. Lov 
23.5 


RENN RNN NUNN VENVNONNVNNSOLOOLEOSOLEOLLUDREDRRRRRAADAGDNAAGOOD= 
bet 
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Marshall, Wilber, W: 
Green, Darrell, Was. 


‘Waymer, Dave, S. 
Stinson, Lemuel, Chi 
Edwards, Brad, Was 
Glenn, Vencie, 
Taylor, Terry, Det 
Walls, Everson, NY( 
MoNiillian, A., Mit 
Holt, Issiac, Dallas ...... 
Rutland, Reggie, Mi 
im 


Blna~BSSBIR 


Gray, Jerry, 277 159 
Cecil, Chuck, G.B. 76 2 32 
Jones, Reggie, 61 51 
Lynch, Lorenzo, Phc 59 135 
Cook, Toi, N.O. 54 22 
Jamison, George, Det. . 19 
Joyner, Seth, Phi, 41 


Maxie, Brett, N.O. 
Mayhew, Martin, Was. 
Miano, Rich, Phi, 
aa, Mark, G. 


Henley, Darryl, Rams .. 22 

Covington, Tony, T.B. . 24 18 
Paul, . 24 10 
Butler, LeRoy, G. 6 6 
Smith, Otis, Phi 14 174 
Carrler, Mark, CI 54 9 


Evans, Byron, PHI... 
Clark, Vinnie, G.B. 
Tate, David, Chi, 

White, William, Det. 
Collins, Andre, Was. 
Brown, Larry, Dallas 


S & 
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Case, Scott, Atl 23 v7 
Woolford, D,, Cl 21 16 
Lewis, Kevin, S.F. 20 20 
Fullington, D., T. 13 10 
Mills, Sam, 13 8 


Was,, Jam 
Stewart, M, 
Reynolds, Rick 
Smith, Ben, Phi 
Johnson, Pey 
Johnson, Sidn if 
Jordan, Brian, 

Wright, Felix, Mit 


PUNT RETURNS 


1 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
1 
1 4 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
1 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
0 
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. FC Yds. Avg. Leng TD 

4 385 154 (75 1 

I, 5 5 21 600 133 t69 2 
Martin, Kelvin, Dallas. 21 8 244 116 185 1 
Meggett, Dave,Giants 28 9 287 103 {70 1 
Drewrey, Willie, T.B.... 38 15 360 95 33 0 
‘Sikahema, Vai, G. 6 4 239 92 62 0 
Turner, Vernon,Rams 23 4 201 87 29 0 
31 14 267 86 24 0 

q 31 13 260 84 52 0 

Sanders, Deion, Atl..... 21 9 170 81 23 0 
Jackson, John, Pho.... 31 3 244 79 19 0 
Harris, Rod, Phi. 53.9 416 78 40 0 
Bailey, Johnny, Chi.. 11 281 78 37 0 
Lewis, Leo, Mi 5 225 75 44 0 


KICKOFF RETURNS 


Player, Team Mo, Yds. Avg. Leng 0 
Gray, Mel, Detroit 36 «929-258 7 0 
Wright, Alexander, Dal. 27 514 24.6 (102 1 
Wilson, Charles,G.B.... 23 522 22.7 t82 1 
Carter, Dexter, S.J 839 227 (98 1 
Sanders, Deion, A\ 576 22.2 1100 1 
Nelson, Darrin, Min. 682 220 50 0 
Meggett, Dave, Giants. 25 514 206 42 0 
Mitchell, Brian, Was... 29 583 20.1 35 0 
Turner, Vernon, Rams, 24 457 19.0 36 0 
Anderson, Gary, T.B.... 34 643 189 39 0 
Atkins, Gene, N.O.....0. 368 184 27 «(0 
Harris, Rod, Phi. 473 16.9 0 
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THE SPORTS MARKETPLACE 


Fantasy 
League 


Stats-Line 


= Alll sports - baseball, football, basketball 


* 24-Hour sports coverage, 7 days a week 
+ Instant scores updated every 5 minutes 
+ Highlights of games completed and 
in progress 
+ Easy access to TeanvPlayer statistics 
+ Comprehensive, reliable and 
accurate statistics, 
« Stats available immediately after 
each game 
+ Complete player injury reports and 
transactions 


1900-773. 730 
” me 


P.O, Box 8022 / Fadoral Way, WA 98003-0022 


LEAGUE 
COMMISSIONERS 


FANTA*SPORTS 
P.O, Box 191388 
San Diego, CA 92159 


619-589-1453 


Let FANTA'SPORTS manage 
your Fantasy Football League! 
Call for additional information 
conceming rules and pricing. 


1992 FANTASY FOOTBAL 
T DRAFTER 


8 Draft Tracking Shoat for up to 10 Teams 


ONLY $4.95 EACH 


‘TO ORDER PLEASE SEND YOUR CHECK OR MONEY 
‘ORDER WITH YOUR NAME, ADDRESS AND YOUR 

LEAGUES SCORING METHOD - I) BASIC SCORING, 
2) YARDAGE OR 3) DISTANCE SCORING TC: 


EJB INC. 
P.O. Box $853 
Somerset, NJ 08875-5853 


INDIVIDUALS 


Make new friends locally 
and across the country. 


Watch your NFL players 
perform each week. 


Join the craze that is 
sweeping the country. 


Play Fantasy Football with 
FANTA*SPORTS. 
Rookies Welcome! 
Money Back Guarantee 


JAY DEE’s BOXSCORE FOOTBALL COMPUTER GAME 
for IBM PCs and compatibles with hard drives 


Why play games that use prior year’s stats—play BOXSCORE FOOTBALL and use current 


season stats. Watch any game any day—root for your players, against your opponent's 
players. Set up leagues or play weekly using different teams. 
— > Run on your own PC—no more relying on outside sources! 


GAME HIGHLIGHTS INCLUDE: draft players, make weekly roster changes, enter stats, play 
games, get league stat reports and standings, keep track of FAs: STATS: tackles, sacks, ints, 
pass yds, rush yds, rec yds, pass TDs, rush TDs, ree TDs, YPP, YPR, catches, int %, comp %, 


punt avg, FG effic, team scoring. 


RUSH $49.95 plus $2.50 for mailing/handling and your name, address, disk size to: 
JAY DEE GAMES, 3280 SUNRISE HIGHWAY, SUITE 266B, WANTAGH, NY 11793 
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FOOTBALL CAMPS I 


FANTASY 
SPORTS 


Multiple Formations 
Toll-Free Lineup Call-ins 
Phone or Mail Draft 
CASH PRIZE$ 
Quality existing teams avaliable, 
New leagues forming, 

Get your football team today! 


Call Today for a Free Brochure 
1-800-447-5175 


WHY SHOULD YOU INVEST IN B2 SPORTS 
FANTASY FOOTBALL PUBLICATIONS? 


‘= Now in our Sth year, B? Sports 
ion you need betore id during the séason to 


tracking players during the season 
mw As seen in Fantasy Football ‘91 mat ane: 
expert analysis and the most current, 

‘information. 


available 
wm Toll-free ordering, credit card poceanioecs, 
and fast oat spmiens Call (800) 688-78 


ee selina aati vt 
lus 

Soo players Including vt why 2 a A paste oy won't 

paren mend ‘much more! pdate of pre: 

oe satu Tes. 514.75 


Four geet leaders and cumulative stats for 475 


pl Game-by-game yardage and 
‘scoring sir bdo 2 Eiager sia ‘stats peters aca 
NEL team @ Schedule 


pe ruse fe season wien give ener 
F a 


a 


send achecinate 


samc Accenten re fos Te ict Case 
e. Discount Jes ai le! lers 
Bent wihin 2448 hours, Tank 


Saanoe toll-free: 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


THE SPORTS MARKETPLACE 


* FOOTBALL x BASKETBALL * 


* BASEBALL * BOXING * 


SPORTS FANS... the sports simulations 
you have been waiting for are here!!! 


SIN 1 FOOTBALL 
Unmatehed statistical accuracy Stats compiler # Full 
team and player statistical breakdown # You cal the plays 
and timeouts % Compare scouting reports # Use the two 
minute rule Over $00 teams included, pro and college, from 
1948 to present! 
FULL COUNT COMPUTER BASEBALL 
(APPLE, IBM, C64) 


{ncludes 1990 teams plus SZ great past teams. 29-man rosters 
(45, IBM), Park effects. Stats compiler. Boxscore to screen/ 
printer, Computer manager. Input/Gratt teams. $3995 ($49.95 
JBM). OROER TODAY! Mail chech or money order for $39.95 
($48.95 1BM) each o call and order with VISA ot MasterCard 
Please add $3.00 for shipping and handling 
ANCE HAFFNER GAMES 
PO. Box 100594, Nashville, TH 31226 @ 615-: 


ALL YOU NEED TO 


New, expanded info-pak 
for 92-93 season! 


1. 3 year stats and 
comments on 
* Top 30 quarterbacks 
© Top 60 running backs 
© Top 60 wide receivers 
* Top 15 tight ends 
© Top 20 placekickers 
° Top 15 defenses 
2, Top 25 overall picks 
. Free agent signings 
. Top rookie prospects 
. Possible holdouts 
. Divisional forecast 
7. Complete player reference 
and more! 


ALL For onty°12.95 
Plus $2.50 Shipping & Handling 


Send name, address and check or money order to: 
FANTASY FOOTBALL FANATICS, inc. 
P.O, BOX 18078 * PLEASANT HILLS, PA 15236 


Football Season Can Be Year-Round with... 


HOTLINES 


LEADING 
EDGE 
STATS 


*TOP 200 PLAYERS 


BY POSITION 
*TOP 25 PICKS 


*TOP 20 DEFENSES 
*ROOKIE REPORT 
*#DRAFT STRATEGY 
*SNEAKY PICKS AND 
MUCH, MUCH, MORE 


ONLY $6.95 TO: 
P.O. BOX 291105 


THE HOTTEST 


SPORTS 


Get the latest information from the best sports 
reporters...on your touchlone or rotary dial phone! 
PRO SPORTS 


Mow lines ore $2/fint minute; $1/each odditional minute, 
Ne chorge he hl (Evens. Caf foresee pee 


FASTSCORS 
All the scores (pro & college!) 
UPDATED EVERY 5-10 MINUTES! 
1-900-420-FAST 
ONLY 50¢/min. 
‘Advanced Telecom Services, ne.* Philadelphia, PA 


THE OFFICIAL NFL 


FOOTBALL HELMET MUGS! 


These handcrafted glazed ceramic mugs are designed 
to look exactly like the football helmets the pros use. 
Available in all your favorite NFL team colors 
and logos. 
* Holds 16 oz. of your favorite bev 
* Makes the perfect gift for anyone! 


Just $12.95 each or set of four for 


19.00. Add $3.00 per mug 


shipping and handling. Maryland residents add 5% sales tax 


Onder today... Ser 
check or money ond 


ote 


1-800-444-0028 


All-Star Outlet 


P.O. BOX 32701 
BALTIMORE, MD 21208 
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Are you a frustrated football fan who is tired of 
seeing yout favorite team struggle year after year 
never making the right moves that could make 
them a winner! You have always felt that had you 
been running the show things would have been 
different and that they would have won the Super 
Bowl years ago, Welcome to the world of Fan- 


antics Football, the closest thing there is to being 
the owner, coach, and GM of your OWN PROFES- 
SIONAL FOOTBALL TEAM. We offer head-to-head 
competition, realistic scores, and best of all we 
pay ALL THE PHONE BILLS. Develop your own 
COMMITMENT TO EXCELLENCE! 


For information call 1-800-245-5986 or write to 
P.O. BOX 3952, SAN DIEGO, CA 92163 


FANTASY 


FOOTBALL LEAGUES 


NOW FORMING! 

Draft and Coach Your Favorite 
Football Stars In the Most Realistic 
Fantasy League Around 

WE OFFER: 
© Individual player defenses 
© Live, national conference-call 
Gratts, and live drafts in the 
Philadelphia area 
© Free trading and tree agent signings 
On-time weekly newsletter 
© Optional FAX service 
© Personalized, dependable service 
© Great prizes 
Corporate discounts 
All this, plus a low membership fee, so why 
pay more when you can get the best for less! 
Before you join another, compare ours ... 
CALL or WRITE for a free brochure: 
FANTASPORTS 
P.O. BOX 772 
PHOENIXVILLE, PA 19460 
(215) 933-4922 FAX: (215) 935-8405 


How to Win 
I 


"For the serious fantasy football fan", D+V 
Sports has prepared its 1992 Draft Guide, 
The Guide includes: 
+ Individual player analysis at each 
position 
Players ranked based upon 
1992 performance. 
+ Six yen scoring totals for each player 
nables you to spot trends. 
+1991 week-by-week scoring summary| 
Easy to read chart, great drafting 
aid, handy reference, 
+ Draft Strategies 
+ Plan B, rookies, sleepers, and more 


Horo's what past subscribers havo to say! 
R.M., “The D+V Sports Guide was the main 
factor in my winning our fantasy football title 
Thanks 

H., “| subscribe to 5 FFL publications.D+V 
Sports is by far the best " 


‘Sond Chack or Money Order 
er cal wate for more inlormation 
D+V Sports Enterprises 
P.O, Box 06616 
Chicago, iL 60606-0616 


$12.99 $12.99 


[708}655-9389 
Name 
Address. 
City, State Zip. 


Money Back Guarantee if Not Satistied 
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992 SCHEDULE 


ESEASON 


(Alltimes local, 
except Tokyo, Berlin and London are Eastern) 


WEEK 1 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 1 

N.Y. Jets vs. Philadelphia at Canton, 
Houston vs. Dallas at Tok 
Miami vs. Washington at 

*Hall of Fame Game. 

MONDAY, AUGUST 3 

Denver at San Francisco, 


WEEK 2 
THURSDAY, AUGUST 6 
LA. Rams at Seattle. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 7 


Irlando, Fla. 


Dallas at Miami 


SATURDAY, AUGUST 8 


Buffalo at Minnesota, 
Atlanta at Cleveland., 
Houston at Detroit. 
Kansas City at Green Bay 
L.A. Raiders at San Francisc« 
New pie at Indianapolis. 
Philadelphia at Pittsburgh. 
San Diego at PI Phoenix 
Tampa Bay at Denver 
Washington at N.Y. Jt 


SUND) 
Cincinnati at N.Y, Giant: 


MONDAY, AUGUST 10 
New Orleans at Chicago 


WEEK 3 

FRIDAY, AUGUST 14 

San Diego at New Englan 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 15 

Denver vs, Miami at Berli 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay, 
Chicago at Phoenix. 
Cincinnati at Philadeip 
Cleveland at N.Y. Giants... 


Seattle at Indianapolis 
‘SUNDAY, AUGUST 16 
N.Y, Jets vs. Green Bay at Madison, Wis, 


‘San Francisco vs, Washington at London. 
MONDAY, AUGUST 17 


Detroit at Buffalo. 
Pittsburgh at New Orleans 


WEEK 4 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 21 
San Franelsco at San Diego 
SATURDAY, AUGUST 22 
Denver at Dallas. 8:00 
Green Bay at Li 


Now England at Detroit 


N.Y. Glants at N.Y. Jets. 
Phoenix at Seattle 
‘Tampa Bay at Miami 
Washington at L.A. Raiders 
SUNDAY, AUSUST 23 
Philadelphia at Atlanta 
Pittsburgh at Chicago 
Mol 


Buffalo at Kansas City 
Minnesota at Cleveland. 


WEEK 5 

‘THURSDAY, AUGUST 27 

L.A. Rams at San Diego. 
New Orleans vs, Miami at Baltimore. 
N.Y. Jets at Philadelphia. 
FRIDAY, AUGUST 28 


Buffalo at Atlanta 
Chicago at Dallas 
Cleveland at Tampa Bay. 
Detroit at Cincinnati 


New England vs. cre Bay at Milwaukee 
NY. Giants at Pittsburgh 


REGULAR SEASON 


(All times local) 


WEEK 1 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 6 
Cincinnati at Seattle 
Cleveland at Indianapo 
Detroit at Chicago 


New England at Miami 
New Orleans at Philadelphia. 
N.Y, Jets at Atlanta 
Phoenix at Tampa Bay. 
Pittsburgh at Houston.. 
San Francisco at N.Y. Giant: 
LA, Raiders at Denver 

MOKDAY, SEPTEMBER 7 
Washington at Dallas. 

WEEK 2 


SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 13 
Atlanta at Washington, 
Butfalo at San Francisco 
Chicago at New Orlean 
Dallas at N.Y, Giants 

Green Bay at Tampa Bay 
Houston at Indianapoll 

L.A. Raiders at Gincin 
Minnesota at Detroit 
New England at L.A, 
NLY, Jets at Pittsburgh 


8 S888sssssssss 


BESSSSssss 


San Diego at Denver 
Seattle at Kansas City... 
Philadelphia at Phoenix 

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14 
Miamiat Clevelan 


WEEK 3 
SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 20 


Cincinnati at Green Bay 

Cleveland at L.A, Raiders 
Denver at Philadelphia 
Detroit at Washington. 
Kansas City at Houston 
L.A. Rams at Miami 


MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 21 
N.Y, Giants at Chicago. 


WEEK 4 

SUNDAY, SEPTEMBER 27 

Atlanta at Chicago .. 
Butfalo at New England 
Denver at Cleveland 
Miami at Seattle. 


Pittsburgh at Green Ba 
San Diego at Housto 
Tampa ia Detroit.. 
San Francisco at New Orleans.. 
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 28 
LA, Raiders at Kansas City. 

Open date: Dallas, Indianapolis, N.Y. Giants, Phila- 
delphia, Phoenix, Washington 


WEEK 5° 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 4 


Chicago at Minnesota . 
Green Bay at Atlanta. 


‘MONDAY, OCTOBER § 

Dallas at Philadelphia... 

Open date: Cincinnati, Cleveland, Houston, Pitts- 
burgh 


00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
:00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 


WEEK 6 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 11 
Atlanta at Miami, 
Buffalo at L.A, Raiders 
Houston at Cincinnati. 
N.Y. dots at Indianapolis. 


THE SPORTS MARKETPLACE 


FOOTBALL CAMPS 


LEARN FOOTBALL FROM THE BEST! 
aT, MD/VA and other states 
. July * Boys 8-1 
+ REDSKINS, ART MONK FE CAMP. 
* REDSKINS, CHIP LOHMILLER KICKING CAMP 
‘* COWBOYS, JAY NOVACEK FB CAM 
For into; SISNYBR PO, Box ‘Se 
2 


Burton: 
Call Toll-Fr 


FANTASY FOOTBALL 


FOR INFO TO START YOUR OWN LEAGUE 
OR TO CUSTOMIZE YOUR LEAGUE RULES 


TO THE 1991 NFL STATS AND RECEIVE 

YOUR DRAFT ORDER SEND A SELF 

ADDRESSED STAMPED ENVELOPE TO: 
P.O. BOX 274, CORRY, PA 16407 


YOU'LL LOOK & FEEL LIKE A PRO WITH 
HEADGATOR® 6 IN 1 HEADGEARI!! 


TREASURE! 
‘orders CALL TOLL FREE 1. 


an 
vyera fa 


id 
woman & chilgren Mage  USA+ F 
OR solic: red, 


Dept. TSNS, 1150 E. Cunningh 
800-835-5867. IL ros a5 sales 


‘great gift. atistaction, 
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leet, ORDER NOW! 
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FANTASY FOOTBALL KIT 
WHY PAY A HIGH PRICE FOR A STAT SERVICE 
WHEN YOU CAN DO IT. 

OUR FANTASY FOOTBALL KIT INCLUDES 


‘©1991 NFC AND AFC PLAYER STATS 
‘© SAMPLE FORMS 
‘© COMMISSIONERS FOLDER 
‘EASY DRAFTING SYSTEM. 
ONLY $12.95 
ORDERS SHIPPED 
WITHIN 24 HOURS 
SEND $12.95 +$2 P/H TO: 
SPORT SERVICES 
P.O. BOX 7461 
EUGENE, OR 97401 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Philadelphia at Kansas City. 
Phoenix at N.Y. Giants 
Pittsburgh at Clevelan 
San Francisco at New England 
Seattle at Dallas. 
LA. Rams at New Orleans 
MONDAY, OCTOBER 12 
Denver at Washington 
(Open date: Chicago, Detroit, Geen Bay, Minnesota, 
San Diego, Tampa Bay 


WEEK 7 
THURSDAY, OCTOBER 15, 
Detroit at Minnesota... 
SUNDAY, OCTOBER 18 


Green Bay at Cleveland 
Houston at Denver... 
Kansas City at Dalias.. 
LA. Raiders at Seattle 
New Orleans at Phoeni 
N.Y. Giants at L.A. Rams. 
Philadelphia at Washingt 
San Diego at ncanapolis 
Tampa Bay at Chicago 
MONDAY, 
Cincinnati at Pittsburg 


Open date: Buffalo, Miami, New England, 


WEEK 8 

SUNDAY, OCTOBER 25 
Chicago at Green Bay. 
Cincinnati at Houston 
Cleveland at New England 
Dallas at L.A. Raiders 
Denver at San Diego. 
Detroit at Tampa Bay 
Indianapolis at Miami.. 
Phoenix at Philadelphi 
Seattle at N.Y. Giants.. 
Washington at Minnesot 
Pittsburgh at Kansas City 

MONDAY, 
Buffalo at N.Y. Jets. 


Open date: Atlanta, L.A. Rams, New Orleans, San 


Francisco 
WEEK 9 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 1 
Cleveland at Cincinnati 
Green Bay at Detroit. 
Houston at pea: 
Indianapolis at San Diego. 
L.A. Rams at Atlanta, 
Miami at N.Y, Jets 
New England at Buffal 
Philadelphia at Dallas 
San Francisco at Phoenix 
Tampa Bay at New Orleans 
N.Y, Giants at Washington .. 

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 2 
Minnesota at Chicago 

Open date: Denver, Kansas City, L.A. Raiders, Se- 


attle 
WEEK 10 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 8 
Cleveland at Houston, 
Dallas at Detroit. 


at N.Y. Giant 
LA. alice at Piuadephia 
Miami at Indianapolis. 


Phoenix at L.A Rams. 
Pittsburgh at Butfal 
San Diego at Kansas City, 
Washington at Seattle 
Cincinnati at Chicago. 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 9 
San Francisco at Atlanta 


WEEK 11 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 15 
Chicago at Tampa Bay. 
Cincinnati at N.Y, Jets 
Detroit at Pittsburgh 
Houston at Minnesota 


00 
00 
:00, 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
00 
:00 
:00 
00 


Phoenix at Atlanta .. 
San Diego at Cleveland 


Seattle at L.A. Raiders 
Washington at Kansas City. 
NY. Giants at Denver... 


MONDAY. NOVEMBER 16 


Buttalo at Miami 


WEEK 12 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 22 
Atlanta at Buttalo... 
Cleveland at Minnesota, 


Indianapolis at Pittsburgh 
N.Y. Jets at New England. 
Philadelphia at N.Y. Giant 
San Francisco at LA. Rat 
Tampa Bay at San Diego. 
Kansas Gity at Seattle 

MONDAY, W 
Washington at New Orleans 


WEEK 13 
THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 26, 
Houston at Detroit. 
N.Y. Giants at Dallas... 
SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 29 
Buffalo at Indianapolis. 
Chicago at Cleveland 
Kansas City at N.Y. Jets... 
Miami at New Orleans .... 
Minnesota at L.A. Rams.. 
New England at Atlanta. 
Philadelphia at San Francisco. 
Phoenix at Washington. 
Pittsburgh at Cincinnati , 
Tampa Bay vs. Green Bay al Milwaukee. 
LA. Raiders at San Diego...... 
MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30 
Denver at Seattle... 


WEEK 14 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 3 
Atlanta at New Orleans... 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 6 
Cincinnati at Cleveland... 
Dallas at Denver.. 


Miami at San Francisco. 
Minnesota at Philadelphi: 
N.Y. Jets at Butfal 
‘San Diego at Phoeni 
Seattle at Pittsburgh 
Washington at N.Y. 
LA, Rams at Tampa Bay. 
MONDAY. 
Chicago at Houston. 


WEEK 15 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 12 
Denver at Buttalo. 
NLY. Giants at Phoenix 
SUNDAY, DECEMBER 13 
Atlanta at Tampa Bay. 


Dallas at Washingto 
Indianapolis at N.Y. Jet 
New England at Kansas 
New Orleans at L.A. Rams 
Philadelphia at Seattle 
Pittsburgh at Chicago. 
‘San Francisco at Minnesota. 
Green Bay at Houston .. 

MONDAY, DECEMBER 14 
LA Raiders at Miami. 


WEEK 16 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 19 
Tampa Bay at San Francisco 
Kansas City at N.Y. Giants, 
SUNDAY. Df 
Buffalo at New Orleans 
Chicago at Detroit 
Houston at Clevelan 
LA. Rams at Green Bay 
Minnesota at Pittsburg! 
New England at Cincinnat 
Phoenix at Indianapolis 
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San Diego at L.A. Raiders 
Seattle at Denver 
Washington at Philadelphia 
ALY. Jets at Miami. 
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21 
Dallas at Atlanta 


WEEK 17 
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 


LA. Raiders at Washington. 
New Orleans at N.Y. Jets.. 
SUNDAY. 
Atlanta at L.A. Rams. 4 
Chicago at Dallas 
Cleveland at Pittsburg 
Denver at Kansas City 
Green Bay at Minnesot 
Indianapolis at Cincinnal 
Miami at New ei 

NY. Gants at Phiadephia. 4:00 


0 at Seattle 
Tatars at Phoenix, 
Buffalo at Houstor 


MONDAY. DECEMBER 28 
Detroit at San Francisco. 


1991 NFL 
FINAL STANDINGS 


WATIONAL FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 


“Division champion, +Wild-card team. 
AMERICAN FOOTBALL CONFERENCE 
EASTERN DIVISION 

WoL T Pet. Pts, Opp. 

0 813 458 318 

0 500 314 293 

0 500 343 349 

0 375 211 305 

0 .063 143 381 

Pls, Of 

36 2B 

292 344 

293 298 

263 435 

Pls, Of 

ot 285 

322 252 

298 297 

276 261 

274-342 

“Division champion. +Wild-card team. 
PLAYOFFS 
AFC wild card: Kansas City 10, L.A. etd 


Houston 17, N. 
AFC semifinals: Denver 26, tor ov 

Buffalo 37, Kansas City 14 
AFC championship: Buffalo 10, Denver 7 


NFC wild card: ty 27, New! Eee 20 

NFC semifinals: Washin, gion 2 Ey Atlanta 7 
Detroit: lias 6 

NFC championship: Wiashiagios 41, Detroit 10 


‘Super Bowl: Washington 37, Buffalo 24 


Jets 
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Bart Starr: MVP of Super Bowls I and IT 


Game 
1 Green Bay (NFL) Kansas ty (AFL) sp 
Green Bay (NFL) Oakland (AFL) 33-14 
Ml N.Y. Jets (AFL) Baltimore (NFL) 18-7 
7 Kansas City (AFL) Minnesota (NFL) 23-7. 
Vv Baltimore (AFC) Dallas (NFC) 18-13 
I Dallas (NFC) Miami (AFC) 26-3 
Vil Miami (AFC) Washington (NFC) 14-7 
Vill Miami (AFC) Minnesota (NFC) 24-7 
i Pittsburgh (AFC) Minnesota (NFC) 16-6 
x Pittsburgh (AFC) Dallas (NFC) 21-17 
Xt Oakland (AFC) Minnesota (NFC) 32-14 
Xi Dallas (NF) Denver (AFC) 27-10 
Xl Pittsburgh (AFC) Dallas (NFC) 35-31 
XIV Pittsburgh (AFC) LA. Rams (NEC) 31-19 
XV Oakland (AFC) Philadelphia (NFC) 27-10 
XVI Sanfrancisco (NFC) Cincinnati (AFC) 26-21 
XVIL_— Washington (NEC) ‘Miami (AFC 27-17 
Xvi LA. Raiders (AFC) Washington (NFC) 38-9 
XIX San Francisco (NFC) Miami (AFC) 38-16 
XX Chicago (NFC) New England (AFC) 46-10 
XXl_ NY. Giants (NFC) enver (AFC) 39-20 
XXil_ Washington (NFC)_ Denver (AFC) 42-10 
XXII SanFrancisco(NFC) Gincinnati (AFC) 20-16 
XXIV. San Francisco (NFC) Denver (AFC) 55-10 
XXV NY. Giants (NFC) Butfalo (AFC) 20-19 
XXVI_— Washington (NFC) Buffalo (AFC) 37-24 


TSN NFL ALL-PRO TEAM 


OFFENSE 
WR—Michael Irvin, Dallas 


Jerry Rice, San Francisco 

TE—Marv Cook, New England 

T—Jim Lachey, Washington 
Anthony Munoz, Cincinnati 


C—Don Mosebar, L.A, 


Q8—Jim Kelly, Buffalo 
RB—Barry Sanders, Datrolt 


Thurman Thomas, Buffalo 


A, Raiders 
G—Randall McDaniel, Minnesota 
‘Steve Wisniewski, L.A, Raiders 


DEFENSE 


DE—Reggie White, Philadelphia 
Clyde Simmons, Philadelphia 
OT—Michael Dean Perry, Cleveland 
Jerome Brown, Philadelphia 
OLB—Pat Swilling, New Orleans 
Derrick Thomas, Kansas City 
1LB—Sam Mills, New Orleans 
Mike Singletary, Chicago 
CB—Darrell Green, Washington 
Deion Sanders, At 
‘SS—Ronnie Lott, L, 
FS—Mark Carrier 


SPECIALISTS 


K—Chip Lohmilier, Washington 


P—Jetf Gossett, L.A. 


Raiders 


KR—Mel Gray, Detroit 
PR—Mel Gray, Detroit 


Thurman Thomas, Butfalo 
ike Croel, Denver 
Joe Gibbs, Washington 


KEY TO ABBREVIATIONS 


atl. —attempts 
average 

enter 
}—cornerback 
‘comp.—completions 
‘0B—defensive back 
DE—defensive end 
‘OL—defensive lineman 
OT—defensive tackle 
01 —dratt pick, first round 
E—end 

pee pagel acutenion 
FB—fuliba 

Fated goals 
FS—tree safety 
G—guard 

GP—games played 
GS—oames started 
WB—halfback 

H-back 

inside linebacker 
hecinured reserve 

int. interceptions 
K—place-kicker 
KA—kick returner 


LB—linebacker 
LCB—left cornerback 
LE—leftend 


Ug—left guard 
LILB—Ieft inside linebacker 
LOLB—left outside linebacker 
LT—left tackle 

G—midee guard 
—miscellaneous 

MLB nbacker 
NG-—noseguard 
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‘number 


P—punter 
bee points after touchdown 
percentage 


Pd Pans free-agent acquisition 
P—punt returner 
—points 

e—auarterback 

rookie 

running back 

ight Comerback 
einen 

ight guard 

iit ight inside linebacker 
ROLB—right outside linebacker 
RT—right tackle 
Scsalely 

strong safety 
S.—Siate 
special teams 
ia supplemental dratt pick, 
ist round 
t—touchdown 
Tatackle 
Tostouchdowns 
tight end 
Ta put 
Tr.—trade acquisition 
W—waivers acquisition 
WR—wide receiver 
XP—extra points 
yis.—yards 


SUPER E BOWL CHAMPIONS 


Most Valuable Player 

Bart Starr, Green Bay 

Bart Starr, Green Bay 

Joe Namath, New York 

‘Len Dawson, Kansas City 
Chuck Howley, Dallas 

Roger Staubach, Dallas 
Jake Scott, Miami 

Larry Csonka, Miami 
Franco Harris, Pittsburgh 
Lynn Swann, Pittsburgh 
Fred Biletnikotf, Oakland 
Randy White, Dallas 

Harvey Martin, Dallas 

Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh 
Terry Bradshaw, Pittsburgh 
Jim Plunkett, Oakland 

Joe Montana, San Francisco 
John Riggins. Washington 
Marcus Allen, Los Angeles 
Joe Montana, San Francisco 
Richard Dent, Chicago 

Phil Simms, New York 

Doug Williams, Washington 
Jerry Rice, San Francisco 
Joe Montana, San Francisco 
Ottis Anderson, New York 
Mark Rypien, Washington 


1991 PRO BOWL SQUADS 


AFC 


OFFENSE 


WR—Haywood rept te 
Andre Reed, 
James | tence ‘Butalo 
Mark Clayton, Miami 
TE—Marv Cook, New England” 
Ethan Horton, L.A. Raiders 
T—Anthony Munoz, Cincinnati* 
Bruce Armstrong, New England” 
Richmond Webb, Miami 
G—Mike Munchak, Houston” 
Steve Wisniewski, L.A. Raiders* 
Jim Ritcher, Buffalo 
C—Bruce Matthews, Houston* 
Don Mosebar, L.A. Raiders 
Q8—Jim Kelly, Butfalo~ 
Warren Moon, Houston 
John Elway, Denver 
RB—Thurman Thomas, Buffalo” 
Christian Okoye, Kansas City* 
Gaston Green, Denver 
Marion Butts, San Diego 
NOTE: OB Elway replaced due to injury 
by Dan Marino, Miami; who was re- 
placed due to injury by Bernie Kosar, 
Cleveland; who was replaced due to in- 
jury by Ken O'Brien, N.Y. Jets. RB Okoye 
replaced due to injury by John L. Wil- 
liams, Seattle. 


DEFENSE 


DE—William Fuller, Houston* 
Greg Townsend, L.A. Raiders* 
Nell Smith, Kansas City 
DT—Michael Dean Perry, Cleveland* 
Ray Childress, Houston 
OLB—Cornelius Bennett, Butfalo 
Derrick Thomas, Kansas City* 
Darryl Talley, Butfalo 
1L8—Al Smith, Houston* 
Junior Seau, San Diego* 
Karl Mecklenburg, Denver 
CB—Cris Dishman, Houston” 
Gill Byrd, San Diego™ 
Rod Woodson, Pittsburgh 
S—Ronnie Lott, LA. Raiders” 
Steve Atwater, Denver* 
Dennis Smith, Denver 
NOTE: DT Childress replaced due to in- 
jury by Cortez Kennedy, Seattle, 


SPECIALISTS 
P—Jeff Gossett, L.A. Raiders 
K—Jeff Jaeger, LA. Raiders 
KR—Tim Brown, LA. Raiders 
‘ST—Steve Tasker, Buffalo 
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NFC 


OFFENSE 


WR—Michael Irvin, Dallas* 
Jerry Rice, San Francisco” 
Andre Rison, Atlanta 
Gary Clark, Washington 

TE—Jay Novacek, Dallas* 

Steve Jordan, Minnesota 
T—Jim Lachey, ashi piats 
Lomas Brown, Detroit* 

Chris Hinton, Atlanta 
G—Randall McDaniel, Minnesota” 

Guy McIntyre, San Francisco* 

Mark Schlereth, Washington 
C—Jay Hilgenberg, Chicago 

Bart Oates, N.Y. Giants 

(QB—Mark Rypien, Washington* 
Troy Aikman, Dallas 
Chris Miller, Atlanta 

RB—Barry Sanders, Detroit* 
Emmitt Smith, Dallas* 
Earnest Byner, Washington 
Neal Anderson, Chicago 


DEFENSE 


DE—Reggie White, Philadelphia 
Clyde Simmons, Philadelphia® 
Charles Mann, Washington 

DT —Jerome Brown, Philadelphia* 
Jerry Ball, Detroit 

OLB—Pat Swilling, New Orleans* 
Seth Joyner, Philadelphia* 
Charles Haley, San Francisco 

1LB—Vaughan Johnson, New Orleans* 
‘Sam Mills, New Orleans” 
Mike Singletary, Chicago 

¢B—Darrell Green, Washington” 
Deion Sanders, Atlanta* 
Eric Allen, Philadelphia 

S—Tim McDonald, Phoenix* 

Mark Carrier, Chicago* 
Bennie Blades, Detroit 

NOTE: S McDonald replaced due to in- 

jury by Shaun Gayle, Chicago. 


SPECIALISTS 
P—Rich Camarillo, Phoenix 
K—Chip Lohmiller, Washington 
KR—Mel Gray, Detroit 
ST—Bennie Thompson, New Orleans 
“Elected starter. 


100 PERCENT RECYCLED STOCK 


Do what a 310-Ib. nose tackle, 
an inside linebacker, and 
three defensive backs can’t do. 


" EMMITT SMITH — RB 


Get your hands on Emmitt Smith. 


Pro Set makes it easy to get a hold of Emmitt Smith 
and all your favorite NFL players. Just ask for Pro Set, 
the official trading card of the NFL. 


. 
alii {S) Em 


How to pack for the weekend. 


